The Holy Spirit

Week 5: The Spirit of Truth: Revelation and Inspiration -- John 14:25-26;
16:12-15; 2 Timothy 3:16-17

It is the night before the cross, and Jesus is looking around a candlelit room at eleven
bewildered men. Within twenty-four hours He will be dead. Within weeks He will ascend out of
their sight. And these men, fishermen, a tax collector, no scholars among them, will be all that
stands between the gospel and oblivion. Humanly speaking, everything now depends on their
memories. Could you trust your memory with that? Three years of sermons, miracles, private
explanations, and most of it not understood at the time. Peter, who misread Jesus regularly, is
going to preach the opening sermon of the church. John is going to write down conversations
decades after they happened. The whole future of the faith rests on the recall of men who, that
very night, would scatter.

Jesus is not worried. And in the upper room He tells them why: “the Helper, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your
remembrance all that | have said to you.” Later that same evening He goes further: “I still have
many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he
will guide you into all the truth.” Catch what is being promised in that room. Total recall of
everything Jesus said. New teaching Jesus had deliberately held back. All the truth, not some of
it. Even things yet to come. The apostles would not be left to their memories or their best
guesses; the Spirit of truth Himself would stand behind every word.

And He did. Open the book of Acts and watch uneducated Galileans confound councils. Read
letters in which Paul calmly says, “the things | am writing to you are a command of the Lord” (1
Corinthians 14:37), and in which Peter ranks Paul’s letters with “the other Scriptures” (2 Peter
3:16). The promise of the upper room came true in ink. That is what Paul means when he tells
Timothy, “All Scripture is breathed out by God,” God-breathed, exhaled from the mouth of God
by the Spirit, “and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”
Complete. Equipped for every good work. Not most of them. Every one.

Here is why this matters so much, and why we will be careful this week. That upper room
promise was made to the apostles, and it was kept to the apostles. It is not a promise that the
Spirit will whisper new truth to you in the night, and the moment we treat it that way, every
private impression becomes a rival to the Bible. The wonderful news is better than a whisper:
the “all truth” Jesus promised has been delivered, written down, and placed in your hands. You
are not waiting for God to speak. He has spoken, and the Spirit’s own book is sitting on your
shelf, sufficient for everything a child of God will ever need to know, believe, and become.



Group Discussion: Many religious people today say things like “God told me” or “the Spirit laid
this on my heart” about messages beyond Scripture. Why do you think the idea of ongoing
private revelation is so attractive, and what problems do you see arising when everyone's
impressions carry God's authority?

Personal Reflection: Paul says Scripture makes the man of God “complete, equipped for every
good work.” Do you actually treat your Bible as sufficient, or do you sometimes wish God would
tell you something extra, something more personal? Where in your life are you waiting for a sign
when God has already given His word?

Read John 14:25-26; 16:12-15; 2 Timothy 3:16-17
Study Questions

1. InJohn 14:25-26, what two distinct things does Jesus promise the Helper will do for the
apostles, and why was each one essential if we were to have trustworthy Gospels of what
Jesus said and did?

2. Jesus told the apostles the Spirit would bring His words to their remembrance because He
knew their memories, like ours, were weak. The same Lord has made full provision for what
you forget: His word is written down and always available. How regularly do you actually
return to it, and what does your pattern of Bible reading say about how much you think you
need reminding?

3. InlJohn 16:12-13, Jesus says, “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear
them now,” and promises that the Spirit “will guide you into all the truth.” What does this
promise tell us about where the rest of Christ’s teaching would come from after His
ascension, and why does “all the truth” leave no room for new doctrine to be revealed in
later centuries?

4. Jesus knew exactly how much His disciples could bear and trusted the Spirit to supply the
rest in due time. Where are you frustrated that God has not explained more of His plan to
you right now? What would it mean to trust His timing the way the apostles had to trust it?



10.

Notice the chain of revelation in John 16:13-15: the Spirit “will not speak on his own
authority,” but takes what belongs to the Father and the Son and declares it. What does this
chain (Father, Son, Spirit, apostles) teach us about the origin and authority of the apostles’
teaching, and how does Paul confirm it in 1 Corinthians 2:9-13 and Galatians 1:11-127?

If the words of the apostles carry the authority of Christ Himself, then a quiet Tuesday
reading of Ephesians puts you in the presence of the King. Does the way you handle
apostolic teaching, in attention, in obedience, in respect, match that claim? Name one
apostolic instruction you have been treating as mere human advice.

Paul declares that “all Scripture is breathed out by God” and is profitable to make the man
of God “complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). What do the words
“all,” “breathed out by God,” “complete,” and “every” each contribute to the doctrine of
Scripture, and what do they together imply about whether anything more is needed?

Scripture equips “for every good work,” but only if we open it. A toolbox in the garage fixes
nothing. Which area of your life, your marriage, your parenting, your speech, your fears,
have you been trying to repair without the tools God provided? What passage will you take
into that area this week?

The upper room promises were spoken to the apostles, yet many today claim the Spirit still
gives new revelations, messages, and “words from the Lord.” Using John 14-16 in context, 2
Timothy 3:16-17, Jude 3 (“the faith once for all delivered”), and Galatians 1:8-9, how would
you show, with kindness and respect, that the Spirit’s work of revelation was completed in
the apostles’ generation, and why is this truth protective rather than disappointing?

Look back across this week's passages, the candlelit promises of the upper room and Paul’s
charge to Timothy. The “all truth” Jesus promised now sits within your reach, complete and
God-breathed. Name one specific way Jesus is forming you through this truth, and one
concrete change in how you will approach His finished word this week.



Now or Later

Reflect on these passages: John 17:8, 20, Jesus praying for those who believe through the
apostles’ word; 1 Corinthians 2:9-13, things revealed through the Spirit in words taught by the
Spirit; Ephesians 3:3-5, the mystery made known by revelation to the holy apostles and
prophets; Jude 3, the faith once for all delivered to the saints; Isaiah 55:10-11, the word that
goes out from God’s mouth and does not return empty



