The Cross of Christ

Lesson 5: Redemption: Bought with a Price -- 1 Peter 1:18-21

There is an old word that the New Testament loves and that we have nearly lost: redemption. In
the ancient world it was not a vague religious term but a transaction everyone understood. It
was the price paid to free a slave, the ransom handed over to release a captive, the money laid
down to buy back something that had been lost or sold away. To redeem meant to set free by
paying. And when the apostles wanted to explain what the cross had done, this is one of the
first words they reached for. We were not merely forgiven, as a debt might be waved aside. We
were bought back, at a price.

Peter wants his readers to feel the weight of that price. You were ransomed, he says, not with
perishable things such as silver or gold. Silver and gold are the most valuable things most people
can imagine, the very standard of wealth. But Peter says even they are perishable, too cheap,
utterly inadequate to purchase a human soul. The ransom that freed us was of a different order
altogether: the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. The price of
our freedom was not a metal but a life, not a coin but the blood of the Son of God.

And what were we redeemed from? Peter names it plainly: the futile ways inherited from your
forefathers. That is a striking phrase. He does not say we were rescued only from punishment,
though we were, but from futility, from an empty way of life handed down to us, a way of going
through the motions without meaning, chasing things that never satisfy, enslaved to habits and
patterns we did not even choose. Many people today know that emptiness well. They are free in
every legal sense and yet bound to a life that feels like a treadmill. The cross breaks that chain.
We were bought out of futility and into a life with purpose, a life that belongs to God.

So read these verses and let the word redemption recover its full force. This was not a cheap
rescue. Peter says it was planned before the foundation of the world and made known in these
last times for your sake. Before there was a single star, God had already set his heart on buying
you back, and he knew exactly what it would cost. When you grasp that you were purchased at
the price of the precious blood of Christ, two things follow. First, you can rest in how completely
loved and valued you are; no one pays such a price for something worthless. Second, you no
longer belong to yourself or to the empty patterns that once owned you. You were bought with
a price, and that changes everything about how you live.

Group Discussion: We use the language of buying and selling all the time, but rarely think of
ourselves as having been bought. What does it add to your understanding of the cross to think
of it as a ransom, a price paid to set you free? What might we have been enslaved to that we
needed to be redeemed from?

Personal Reflection: Peter says we were redeemed from “the futile ways inherited from your
forefathers.” Where in your own life do you sense an empty or futile pattern, a way of living you
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fell into rather than chose? How does it feel to hear that the cross was meant to buy you out of
exactly that?

Read 1 Peter 1:18-21

Study Questions

1.

Peter says, “You were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers” (v.
18). What does it mean that redemption is a ransom, a price paid to set a captive free, and
what does this reveal about the condition we were in before Christ?

Peter names what we were redeemed from as a “futile” or empty way of life. Where do you
most feel the pull of an empty pattern, a habit, a pursuit, or a way of coping that never quite
satisfies, and what would it mean to be truly free of it?

Peter contrasts “perishable things such as silver or gold” with “the precious blood of Christ”
(vv. 18-19). Why does he insist that even the most valuable earthly things could never have
paid this ransom, and what does the price of our redemption tell us about both the
seriousness of our captivity and the value God places on us?

If you truly believed you were worth the precious blood of Christ to God, what would
change in the way you see yourself and the way you treat your own life? Where do you
most need that truth to take hold?

Peter calls Christ “a lamb without blemish or spot” (v. 19). How does this tie our redemption
to the Passover and the sacrificial lambs, and why does it matter that the price of our
freedom was a spotless, sinless life?
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10.

Paul says elsewhere that “you were bought with a price, so glorify God in your body” (1
Corinthians 6:20). If you no longer belong to yourself but to the One who redeemed you,
what specific part of your life, your time, your body, your choices, most needs to come
under that new ownership?

Peter says Christ “was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made
manifest in the last times for the sake of you” (v. 20). What does it mean that our
redemption was planned before creation, and how does this guard us from thinking the
cross was an emergency measure rather than God's eternal purpose?

It can be hard to believe that God was thinking of you, personally, before the world began.
How does the truth that Christ was made manifest “for the sake of you” speak to the times
you feel forgotten, overlooked, or insignificant?

Peter concludes that through Christ we “are believers in God, who raised him from the dead
and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God” (v. 21). Explain how Peter ties
our redemption to the resurrection and roots our faith and hope in God himself rather than
in ourselves. Why is it essential that the One who paid our ransom was not only crucified
but raised and glorified, and how does this make our redemption secure?

Look back across 1 Peter 1:18-21 as a whole, a redemption planned before creation and

purchased with precious blood. Name one specific way that knowing you were bought at
such a price is reshaping how you value yourself and your life, and one concrete way you
will live this week as one who belongs to God.
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Now or Later

Reflect on these passages: Exodus 6:6, | will redeem you with an outstretched arm; Mark 10:45,
the Son of Man came to give his life as a ransom for many; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, you are not
your own, you were bought with a price; Titus 2:14, he gave himself to redeem us and purify a
people for his own possession; Revelation 5:9, by your blood you ransomed people for God.
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