
The Parables of Jesus 

Week 11: Review and Year-End Reflection 

We have spent these weeks walking through ten of the stories Jesus told, and what a journey it 
has been. We began in a field, watching a sower fling seed across four kinds of soil, and we 
heard Jesus ask what kind of ground our hearts had become. We knelt in the dust of the Jericho 
road beside a wounded stranger and learned what it means to be a neighbor. We stood in a rich 
man’s barnyard as he made his confident plans and heard God call him a fool. One by one the 
parables have held up a mirror, and in each one we have caught a glimpse of ourselves: the 
unforgiving servant, the prodigal and his resentful brother, the grumbling laborers, the rich man 
who stepped over Lazarus, the foolish virgins with empty lamps, the servant who buried his 
talent, and at last the nations gathered before the throne. 

These were never merely stories. Jesus told them to reveal the kingdom of God and to do 
something to the hearts of those who heard. They press on the great matters of our faith: how 
we hear God’s word, how we love our neighbor, how we hold our money, how we forgive, how 
we repent and are restored, how we receive grace, how we treat the needy, how we wait for 
our Lord, how we steward what He gives, and how we will stand at the last judgment. Taken 
together, they sketch the shape of a whole life lived under the reign of Christ, the King who 
already rules and who will surely return. 

Now we come to the end of the year, and the turn of a year is a natural time to stop and take 
honest stock. We pause at thresholds like this one not to wallow in regret or to make hollow 
resolutions, but to look clearly at where we have walked with Christ and where we have 
wandered. The same Jesus who told these parables is forming us through them still. So this 
week we are not adding an eleventh story. We are going back through the ten, asking what each 
one has been saying to us, and listening for the one or two places where the Lord is pressing for 
change. 

So come to this lesson ready to be honest. Let the sower ask again about the soil of your heart. 
Let the Samaritan ask whom you have passed by. Let the watching virgins ask whether your 
lamp is full. And let the great judgment scene lift your eyes to the day you will stand before the 
throne of the King. As this year closes and another opens, the question Jesus has been asking 
through every one of these parables comes down to this: are you ready, and are you becoming 
more like Him? Let us look back so that we may walk forward changed. 

Group Discussion: Looking back over the ten parables we have studied, which one has stayed 
with you the most, the one that unsettled you, encouraged you, or would not leave you alone? 
Why do you think that particular story has had such a hold on you this year? 



Personal Reflection: The turn of the year is a good time for honest stock-taking. As you think 
across all ten parables and across the year behind you, where do you sense you have grown in 
your walk with Christ, and where do you most need Him to keep forming you in the year ahead? 

Study Questions 

1. In the parable of the sower, Jesus taught that the seed is the word of God and that 
everything depends on what kind of soil our hearts become, even warning that some receive 
the word and later fall away (Matthew 13). What kind of ground has your heart been toward 
God’s word this year, and what is one specific way you need to receive it more deeply so 
that it bears lasting fruit? 

2. The Good Samaritan showed us that love for God and love for neighbor cannot be 
separated, and that mercy means becoming a neighbor to whoever lies in our path (Luke 
10). Who has God placed in your path this year as a neighbor to love, and how have you 
responded, or how do you now need to respond? 

3. The rich fool reminded us that life does not consist in the abundance of possessions, and 
that wisdom means being rich toward God rather than only toward ourselves (Luke 12). 
Where has the pull of possessions or security shaped your heart this year, and what would 
being rich toward God change about the year ahead? 

4. The unforgiving servant taught that those who have been forgiven an unpayable debt must 
forgive others from the heart, or forfeit the mercy they were shown (Matthew 18). Is there 
someone you have been refusing to forgive, and what step toward releasing them from the 
heart is the Lord calling you to take as this year closes? 

5. The prodigal son revealed a Father who runs to welcome the repentant, and warned us of 
the cold, resentful heart of the older brother who never left home (Luke 15). Which son 
have you been more like this year, and what would it mean for you to come home, or to 
come in from the field, before the Father? 

6. The laborers in the vineyard taught that salvation is a gift of God’s generosity, received 
through an obedient faith and never earned as a wage, and it exposed the bookkeeping, 
comparing heart (Matthew 20). Where has entitlement or comparison stolen your joy this 
year, and how can you serve more freely out of gratitude for grace? 

7. The rich man and Lazarus pulled back the curtain on eternity, warning us not to step past 
the needy at our gate, and pointing us to the sufficiency of God’s word (Luke 16). Who is the 
Lazarus at your gate, and how fully have you been listening to the Scripture you already 
hold? 

8. The ten virgins called us to a personal readiness for Christ’s return, the kind of oil that 
cannot be borrowed at the last minute (Matthew 25). How full is your own flask right now, 
and what would it take to be found ready whenever the Lord comes? 

9. The talents taught that everything we have is entrusted to us by God, and that He looks for 
faithfulness, not buried gifts, when He returns to settle accounts (Matthew 25). What has 
God entrusted to you, and where do you most need to stop burying it and start investing it 
for Him? 



10. The sheep and the goats showed us the one final judgment of all people, with two eternal 
destinies, where genuine faith is revealed by mercy shown to the least of these (Matthew 
25). As you stand at the turn of the year and look toward the day you will stand before 
Christ, what is the one change you most need to make to live ready? 

Now or Later 

Reflect on these passages as you carry this study forward: Colossians 3:1–17, setting your mind 
on things above and putting on the whole character of Christ; Matthew 6:19–33, laying up 
treasure in heaven and seeking first the kingdom; 2 Peter 3:11–14, what sort of people we 
ought to be as we await and hasten the coming of the day of God; 1 Corinthians 15:58, being 
steadfast and always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing our labor is not in vain; 
Revelation 2:10, being faithful unto death to receive the crown of life. 


