The Parables of Jesus, Teacher’s Guide
Week 11: Review and Year-End Reflection
Review and Year-End Reflection

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

This final week is not a new lesson but a capstone, and your task as teacher is different from the
previous ten. You are not introducing fresh material; you are leading a synthesizing, formational
review that gathers up the whole study and lands it on the heart at the turn of the year. The
doctrinal work has already been done across the series; here the goal is integration and
application. Help your class see the ten parables not as ten separate topics but as one
connected picture of life under the reign of Christ, from how we hear the word to how we will
stand at the judgment, and help each person name where the Lord has been forming them and
where He is still pressing for change.

Keep the clock firmly in view. You have only about forty-five minutes and ten questions to cover,
which is barely four minutes each. That means this lesson must be paced, not overstuffed. Resist
the temptation to re-teach each parable in full; a sentence or two of recall is enough before you
turn to application. It is better to move briskly and let several people share briefly than to bog
down in the first three parables and never reach the judgment. Consider inviting short, honest
responses rather than long discussions on every question, and feel free to let the class linger
only where the Spirit is clearly at work.

Above all, aim at formation. The whole study has been about becoming more like Christ, not
merely knowing more about Him, and this review is the moment to consolidate that. Send your
students into the new year having taken honest stock, having given thanks for growth, and
having named one or two specific ways they will keep walking with Christ and living ready for His
return. Close the hour, and the study, with worship and prayer rather than with mere summary.

Question 1
Student Question:

In the parable of the sower, Jesus taught that the seed is the word of God and that everything
depends on what kind of soil our hearts become, even warning that some receive the word and
later fall away (Matthew 13). What kind of ground has your heart been toward God’s word this
year, and what is one specific way you need to receive it more deeply so that it bears lasting
fruit?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Briefly recall the sower: the seed is the word of God, and the harvest depends on the soil of the
heart. We saw four responses, the hardened path, the shallow rocky ground, the thorn-choked



soil, and the good and honest heart that hears, holds fast, and bears fruit. We also faced the
sobering truth that some receive the word with joy and later fall away, a clear reminder that a
faith with no root will not endure.

Turn quickly to application. The aim is honest self-assessment: what kind of ground has the
student been this year? Press for one specific way to receive the word more deeply, more
attentive hearing, less distraction, a renewed practice of Scripture, so that the word takes
deeper root in the year ahead.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e The word of God as living seed and the authority of Scripture

e The heart’s soil as something that can change for better or worse
e Fruitfulness as the mark of genuine reception

e The reality that a rootless faith can fall away

Discussion Prompts

e What kind of soil has your heart been toward God’s word this year?
e What has helped the word take root, and what has choked it?
e What is one way you will receive the word more deeply in the year ahead?

Question 2
Student Question:

The Good Samaritan showed us that love for God and love for neighbor cannot be separated,
and that mercy means becoming a neighbor to whoever lies in our path (Luke 10). Who has God
placed in your path this year as a neighbor to love, and how have you responded, or how do you
now need to respond?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Recall the Good Samaritan: love for God and love for neighbor cannot be separated, and a
neighbor is not a category to define but a person to become. The priest and Levite passed by;
the despised Samaritan stopped, and his mercy cost him real time, money, and trouble. Jesus
ended not with a definition but a command: go and do likewise.

Apply it to the year. Who has God set in the student’s path, and how have they responded?
Press for one concrete neighbor to love and one concrete act of mercy, so that the parable
produces a deed and not merely admiration.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e The inseparable union of love for God and neighbor
e Mercy as costly action, not mere sentiment



e Becoming a neighbor rather than defining one
e Crossing barriers to love those unlike us

Discussion Prompts

e  Whom has God placed in your path this year as a neighbor?
e How have you responded, and where have you passed by?
e What concrete act of mercy is the Lord calling you to now?

Question 3
Student Question:

The rich fool reminded us that life does not consist in the abundance of possessions, and that
wisdom means being rich toward God rather than only toward ourselves (Luke 12). Where has
the pull of possessions or security shaped your heart this year, and what would being rich toward
God change about the year ahead?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Recall the rich fool: life does not consist in the abundance of possessions, and the man who
stored up treasure for himself but was not rich toward God lost everything the night his soul was
required. The parable exposed covetousness, the folly of leaving God and neighbor out of our
plans, and the certainty of death.

Apply it honestly. Where has the pull of possessions or security shaped the student’s heart this
year? Press toward what being rich toward God would change in the year ahead, in giving,
priorities, and trust.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Life's true meaning found in God, not possessions

e Covetousness as a hidden, idolatrous danger

e Being rich toward God through generosity and kingdom priorities
e The certainty of death and accountability

Discussion Prompts

e Where has the pull of possessions shaped your heart this year?
e What would being rich toward God change for you?
e What is one step toward holding your possessions with open hands?

Question 4

Student Question:



The unforgiving servant taught that those who have been forgiven an unpayable debt must
forgive others from the heart, or forfeit the mercy they were shown (Matthew 18). Is there
someone you have been refusing to forgive, and what step toward releasing them from the heart
is the Lord calling you to take as this year closes?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Recall the unforgiving servant: forgiven a debt he could never repay, he refused to release a
small debt owed to him, and the King handed him over. Jesus warned that the Father will not
forgive those who will not forgive from the heart. We saw both the immensity of the grace
shown to us and the seriousness of refusing to extend it.

Apply it gently but directly. Is there someone the student has refused to forgive? Press for a real
first step toward releasing them from the heart, remembering the distinctions we drew:
forgiveness releases the debt, though it need not restore unsafe trust. Handle any deep wounds
with care.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e The immensity of the debt God has forgiven us

e The obligation of the forgiven to forgive others from the heart
e Forgiveness as releasing a debt, distinct from restored trust

e The warning that an unforgiving heart forfeits mercy

Discussion Prompts

e |sthere someone you have been refusing to forgive?
e  What first step toward forgiving from the heart can you take?
e How can this group support you, especially with a deep wound?

Question 5
Student Question:

The prodigal son revealed a Father who runs to welcome the repentant, and warned us of the
cold, resentful heart of the older brother who never left home (Luke 15). Which son have you
been more like this year, and what would it mean for you to come home, or to come in from the
field, before the Father?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Recall the prodigal son: a Father who watches the road and runs to welcome the repentant, a
younger son who came to himself and returned, and an older son who kept the rules yet grew
cold and resentful. We saw the nature of genuine repentance and the heart of God toward all



who come home, and we were careful to read it in light of the New Testament rather than as a
sinner’s prayer.

Apply it personally. Which son has the student been this year? Press toward the appropriate
step home, repentance and return for the wanderer, the laying down of resentment for the
older brother, so that grace is received and shared.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Genuine repentance as a turning and returning to the Father

e God’s eager, full welcome of the penitent

e The danger of the older brother’s dutiful, resentful heart

e Reading the parable in light of the New Testament plan of salvation

Discussion Prompts

e  Which son have you been more like this year?
e What would it mean to come home, or to come in from the field?
e Where do you need to receive grace, or to stop resenting it in others?

Question 6
Student Question:

The laborers in the vineyard taught that salvation is a gift of God’s generosity, received through
an obedient faith and never earned as a wage, and it exposed the bookkeeping, comparing heart
(Matthew 20). Where has entitlement or comparison stolen your joy this year, and how can you
serve more freely out of gratitude for grace?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Recall the laborers in the vineyard: every worker received the same denarius by the master’s
generosity, and the all-day workers grumbled because they measured their reward against
others’. We saw that salvation is a gift of grace we could never earn, received through an
obedient faith that answers the call and works, and that entitlement and comparison poison the
heart.

Apply it to the year. Where has entitlement or comparison stolen the student’s joy? Press
toward serving freely and gladly out of gratitude for unearned grace, and rejoicing when others
are welcomed in.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Salvation as a free gift, never earned as wages
e Grace received through an obedient, working faith
e Entitlement and comparison as joy-stealing sins



e Serving gladly out of gratitude rather than for reward
Discussion Prompts

e Where has entitlement or comparison stolen your joy this year?
e How can you serve more freely out of gratitude for grace?
e How do you respond when grace is shown to those you think deserve it less?

Question 7
Student Question:

The rich man and Lazarus pulled back the curtain on eternity, warning us not to step past the
needy at our gate, and pointing us to the sufficiency of God’s word (Luke 16). Who is the Lazarus
at your gate, and how fully have you been listening to the Scripture you already hold?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Recall the rich man and Lazarus: a comfortable man stepped past a beggar at his gate day after
day, and beyond death their fortunes were reversed and the gulf was fixed. We saw the reality
of life after death, the finality of destiny, the danger of indifference to the needy, and the
sufficiency of Scripture, since those who will not hear the word would not be persuaded even by
a resurrection.

Apply it. Who is the Lazarus at the student’s gate, and how fully are they listening to the
Scripture they already hold? Press toward seeing the needy near at hand and treasuring the
word now, while the gate is open.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e The reality of conscious existence after death and fixed destiny
e The danger of comfortable indifference to the needy

e The sufficiency and authority of God’s word

e Living now in light of a fixed eternity

Discussion Prompts

e Who is the Lazarus at your gate right now?
e How fully have you been listening to the Scripture you hold?
e What does it look like to live ready while the gate is still open?

Question 8

Student Question:



The ten virgins called us to a personal readiness for Christ’s return, the kind of oil that cannot be
borrowed at the last minute (Matthew 25). How full is your own flask right now, and what would
it take to be found ready whenever the Lord comes?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Recall the ten virgins: all ten waited and slept, but only the wise had brought extra oil, and when
the bridegroom came at last the unprepared found the door shut. We saw the certainty of
Christ’s return at an unknown hour, the personal readiness that cannot be borrowed, and the
seriousness of being truly known by the Lord rather than merely looking the part.

Apply it. How full is the student’s own flask, the genuine, personal walk with Christ that no one
can supply for them? Press toward one step to be found ready whenever the Lord comes.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e The certainty of Christ’s return at an unknown hour

e Readiness as personal and non-transferable

e The danger of an inherited or secondhand faith

e Being truly known by the Lord, not merely looking ready

Discussion Prompts

e How full is your own flask of oil right now?
e What cannot be borrowed at the last minute in your walk with Christ?
e What would it take to be found ready whenever the Lord comes?

Question 9
Student Question:

The talents taught that everything we have is entrusted to us by God, and that He looks for
faithfulness, not buried gifts, when He returns to settle accounts (Matthew 25). What has God
entrusted to you, and where do you most need to stop burying it and start investing it for Him?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Recall the talents: the master entrusted his wealth to his servants and returned to settle
accounts; the faithful who invested entered his joy, while the one who buried his talent out of
fear was condemned. We saw that all we have is entrusted by God, that He looks for faithfulness
rather than results, and that the sin of doing nothing is serious.

Apply it. What has God entrusted to the student, and where are they burying it? Press toward
one talent to stop burying and start investing for the Master in the year ahead.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues



e Stewardship: we manage what God owns

e Faithfulness, not the size of results, as God’s measure
e The seriousness of burying our gifts out of fear

e The coming reckoning at Christ’s return

Discussion Prompts

e What has God entrusted to you?
e Where are you burying a gift out of fear or neglect?
e  What will you stop burying and start investing this year?

Question 10
Student Question:

The sheep and the goats showed us the one final judgment of all people, with two eternal
destinies, where genuine faith is revealed by mercy shown to the least of these (Matthew 25). As
you stand at the turn of the year and look toward the day you will stand before Christ, what is
the one change you most need to make to live ready?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Recall the sheep and the goats, the climax of the whole study: the Son of Man comes in glory, all
the nations are gathered, and the King separates them into two eternal destinies. Genuine faith
is revealed by mercy shown to the least of these, which the King receives as done to Himself.
This is the one final judgment toward which all of life, and all these parables, have been moving.

Apply it as the closing call. As the student looks toward the day they will stand before Christ,
press for the one change they most need to live ready, and let this lead the class into worship
and prayer as the study ends.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e One final judgment of all people with two eternal destinies
e  Christ as the reigning King who returns to judge

e Genuine faith revealed by mercy to the least of these

e Living ready for the day we stand before the throne

Discussion Prompts

e Asyou look toward standing before Christ, what change do you most need?
e Where is Christ inviting you to serve Him in the least of these?
e How can this group pray for you to live ready in the year ahead?



