
Living by Faith, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 3: Faith That Obeys the Unseen: Noah

Hebrews 11:7

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

This lesson moves the study from the definition of faith into the demonstration of faith in action, 
and Noah is one of Scripture’s clearest pictures of what obedient faith looks like. The doctrinal 
stakes are high here, because Hebrews 11:7 and its companion passages tie faith directly to 
obedience. Noah did not merely believe a flood was coming; he ‘prepared an ark,’ and Genesis 
6:22 says he ‘did all that God commanded him.’ Faith that pleases God is never bare mental 
assent. It is trust that acts on God’s word, even when the command concerns something not yet 
seen, even when obedience is costly, and even when the surrounding world mocks. Establish 
this clearly, because the rest of the chapter and the whole New Testament will reinforce it 
(James 2:24).

The heaviest doctrinal block falls at Question 9, where Peter himself draws the line from Noah’s 
household, saved through water, to baptism, which he says ‘now saves you’ (1 Peter 3:20-21). 
Be prepared to teach this with care and confidence. Noah’s salvation came through an obedient 
faith that acted, and his family passed through water to safety. Peter presents this as a type, or 
figure, that points forward to baptism, the appeal to God for a good conscience through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. This is the place to teach plainly that saving faith obeys the gospel: 
hearing, believing in Jesus as Lord and Christ, repenting, confessing Him, and being baptized into 
Christ for the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38; Romans 6:3-4; Mark 16:16; Galatians 3:26-27), then 
living faithfully thereafter. Noah is a living refutation of the idea that faith only, a faith that 
never acts, can save.

The spiritual-formation aim is to help students become people of long, steady, obedient faith. 
Noah trusted and obeyed God for years before he could see the outcome, against the ridicule of 
his entire age. Most of our discipleship is lived in exactly that space, obeying before we can see, 
persevering when results are invisible and the culture is hostile. The goal is not merely to admire 
Noah but to be shaped into the kind of disciple who takes God’s warnings seriously, acts on His 
word, and keeps building when no one understands why. Keep the tone one of marveling at a 
man who trusted God more than his own eyes, and call each student to do the same.

Question 1

Student Question: Hebrews 11:7 says Noah was ‘warned by God concerning events as yet 
unseen.’ What does it tell us about the nature of faith that Noah acted on a warning about 
something he could not see, and how does this fit the definition of faith we met in Hebrews 11:1?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



Start by connecting this question to the definition the class studied earlier. Hebrews 11:1 calls 
faith ‘the conviction of things not seen.’ Noah is the living demonstration of that phrase. He had 
never seen a flood, the world had likely never seen rain of that kind, and yet he treated God’s 
warning as more certain than the clear sky over his head. Faith took the unseen word of God 
and acted on it as solid reality.

Emphasize that the warning came from God, not from Noah’s own intuition or fear. This is 
crucial. Noah’s faith was a response to revelation. He did not invent a danger and then prepare 
for it; God spoke, and Noah believed what God said. This guards us against the modern error of 
treating faith as a feeling that arises from within. Biblical faith rests on what God has actually 
revealed.

Help the class see how counterintuitive Noah’s obedience was. Everything visible argued against 
him. The skies were clear, the neighbors were calm, and the project was enormous and strange. 
Faith means letting the word of God outweigh the testimony of our eyes. Noah is the pattern: 
the unseen, when God has spoken it, is to be treated as the most certain thing of all.

Draw it toward application. We too are warned by God about things not yet seen, the certainty 
of judgment, the reality of eternity, the consequences of sin. The question for every believer is 
whether God’s word will carry more weight than the visible, comfortable world around us.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Faith as conviction about unseen realities revealed by God (Hebrews 11:1)
 Noah’s faith as a response to God’s revelation, not to private feeling or intuition
 The word of God treated as more certain than the testimony of the eyes
 The countercultural nature of obedience that the visible world contradicts
 God’s warnings about unseen realities calling for a faith-filled response today

Discussion Prompts

 How does Noah embody the definition of faith given in Hebrews 11:1?
 Why does it matter that Noah’s warning came from God rather than from his own fear?
 What unseen realities has God warned us about that faith is meant to take seriously?

Question 2

Student Question: Think about how you respond when God’s word warns you about something 
you cannot yet see, such as the consequences of sin or the certainty of judgment. Do you tend to 
take those warnings as seriously as Noah took his? Why or why not?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question invites honesty about how seriously we treat God’s warnings. Many 
believers mentally affirm that sin has consequences and that judgment is coming, yet live as 



though neither were quite real. Noah’s faith was different precisely because he let the warning 
shape his entire life. Create space for the class to admit the gap between what they believe and 
how they live.

Help students identify what dulls our hearing of God’s warnings. Familiarity, comfort, the steady 
voice of a culture that scoffs at the idea of judgment, and the simple passage of time can all 
make God’s warnings feel distant. Noah faced the same forces for decades and refused to let 
them soften his obedience.

Move toward hope rather than mere guilt. The point is not to manufacture fear but to recover a 
healthy seriousness about God’s word. When we genuinely believe that God means what He 
says, obedience stops feeling optional. Encourage the class that taking God’s warnings to heart 
is not gloomy; it is the wisdom that builds an ark while the sky is still clear.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The gap between affirming God’s warnings and living as though they are real
 Comfort, familiarity, and cultural scoffing as forces that dull our hearing
 The reality of judgment and the consequences of sin as matters for sober faith
 Taking God at His word as the root of wholehearted obedience
 Seriousness about God’s warnings as wisdom rather than gloom

Discussion Prompts

 Which of God’s warnings do you find easiest to ignore, and why?
 What tends to dull your sense that God means exactly what He says?
 How would your week look different if you took God’s warnings as seriously as Noah did?

Question 3

Student Question: The verse says Noah acted ‘in reverent fear.’ What is the difference between 
a cringing, terrified dread of God and the reverent fear that moved Noah to obey, and why is this 
kind of fear a healthy root of faith (compare Proverbs 1:7; Hebrews 12:28)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Define the term carefully, because ‘fear of God’ is widely misunderstood. The reverent fear that 
moved Noah is not a panicked terror that drives us away from God; it is a profound reverence, 
awe, and respect that draws us toward Him in obedience. It is the settled recognition that God is 
God, that His word is true, and that He is to be honored above all.

Bring in the supporting passages. Proverbs 1:7 calls the fear of the LORD ‘the beginning of 
knowledge,’ and Hebrews 12:28 urges us to offer God acceptable worship ‘with reverence and 
awe.’ This kind of fear is not the opposite of love for God; it is part of loving Him rightly. It takes 
Him seriously as the holy and almighty One who has spoken.



Show why this reverence is a healthy root of faith. A person who truly reveres God will trust His 
word and obey it, even when obedience is hard or strange. Noah’s reverent fear is what made 
him willing to spend years building when the world laughed. Take away the reverence, and the 
obedience collapses. The two grow together.

Apply it pastorally. A recovery of holy reverence is one of the great needs of our casual age. Help 
the class see that godly fear is not at odds with intimacy with God; rather, it keeps our intimacy 
honest and our obedience steady.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Reverent fear as awe and respect for God, not cringing terror
 The fear of the LORD as the beginning of knowledge and wisdom (Proverbs 1:7)
 Worship offered with reverence and awe (Hebrews 12:28)
 Godly fear as a healthy root of obedient faith
 Reverence as a companion to, not the enemy of, love for God

Discussion Prompts

 How would you describe the difference between reverent fear and terrified dread of God?
 Why does a true reverence for God lead naturally to obedience?
 Where might our age have lost a healthy fear of God, and what would recover it?

Question 4

Student Question: Where in your own walk do you sense that a deeper reverence for God, a 
healthy fear of Him, would change the way you live or the choices you make?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question turns the previous one inward. Invite students to consider that many of our 
compromises come from a shrunken view of God. When God feels small or distant, sin feels safe 
and obedience feels optional. A recovered reverence reorders our choices because it puts God 
back in His rightful place.

Help students get specific. A deeper fear of God might reshape how we speak, how we handle 
money, what we allow into our minds, how we treat others, or how seriously we take worship 
and the Lord’s Day. Encourage them to locate one area where a bigger view of God would make 
a concrete difference.

Offer a path toward growth. Reverence is cultivated, not summoned by willpower. It grows 
through dwelling on who God is in Scripture, through worship, through remembering His 
holiness and His mercy together at the cross. Encourage practices that enlarge our vision of God, 
knowing that as our view of Him grows, our obedience tends to follow.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues



 A shrunken view of God as a root of casual disobedience
 Reverence reordering our choices by restoring God to His rightful place
 Specific areas where a deeper fear of God reshapes daily living
 Reverence cultivated through Scripture, worship, and dwelling on God’s holiness and mercy
 The connection between how big God is to us and how seriously we obey

Discussion Prompts

 In what area would a bigger view of God most change your choices?
 How does a small view of God make sin feel safe?
 What practice helps you grow in genuine reverence for God?

Question 5

Student Question: Genesis 6:22 says, ‘Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him.’ Why 
is it significant that Scripture stresses Noah did all that God commanded, and what does this 
teach us about the kind of faith that pleases God (compare John 14:15; Matthew 7:21)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Linger on the word ‘all.’ Scripture could simply have said Noah obeyed, but it stresses that he 
did all that God commanded him. The ark had to be built to God’s exact specifications, with the 
right materials, the right dimensions, and the right design. Partial obedience would have meant 
a partial ark, and a partial ark would have meant a drowned household. Noah’s complete 
obedience was the form his faith took.

Bring in the words of Jesus. In John 14:15 He says, ‘If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments.’ In Matthew 7:21 He warns that not everyone who says ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter 
the kingdom, ‘but the one who does the will of my Father.’ Faith that pleases God is faith that 
obeys. This is the consistent witness of Scripture, and Noah is one of its earliest and clearest 
examples.

Address the doctrinal point directly. Obedience is not opposed to faith; it is the very expression 
of faith. Noah was not saved by mere belief that a flood was coming. He was saved by a 
believing obedience that acted on God’s command. This sets up the larger truth the lesson will 
reach at Question 9, that saving faith obeys the gospel rather than standing apart from it.

Make it practical. Doing all that God commands means we do not get to edit His instructions to 
fit our preferences. The aim is wholehearted obedience that takes God’s word as it stands, 
trusting that the One who gave the command knows what He is doing.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Complete obedience as the form Noah’s faith took (Genesis 6:22)
 Faith that pleases God expressed in keeping His commandments (John 14:15)



 Doing the will of the Father, not merely professing the Lord (Matthew 7:21)
 Obedience as the expression of faith, not its opposite
 Wholehearted submission to God’s word rather than selective, edited obedience

Discussion Prompts

 Why does Scripture stress that Noah did all that God commanded?
 How do the words of Jesus tie love and faith to obedience?
 What is the danger of treating obedience as optional to faith?

Question 6

Student Question: Are there areas where you tend to obey God selectively, keeping the 
commands that are convenient while quietly setting aside the ones that are costly or unpopular? 
What might full obedience look like there?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question presses gently on a universal struggle. Almost all of us practice some form of 
selective obedience, embracing the commands that suit us and softening or ignoring the ones 
that cost us. Create a non-condemning climate where students can name their own tendency 
honestly. The goal is growth, not shame.

Help students see the subtlety of selective obedience. It rarely announces itself. It hides in the 
commands we have quietly decided are negotiable, in the relationships we will not reconcile, in 
the generosity we keep postponing, in the sin we have learned to manage rather than forsake. 
Noah’s ‘all’ exposes our ‘some.’

Point the way forward with hope. Full obedience is not achieved by gritting our teeth harder; it 
grows as we trust the goodness of the God who commands. When we believe that His 
commands are for our good and flow from His love, even costly obedience becomes an act of 
trust rather than mere duty. Encourage the class to name one specific command they have been 
editing and one step toward obeying it.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The universal temptation toward selective, convenient obedience
 Selective obedience hidden in the commands we treat as negotiable
 Costly and unpopular commands as the true test of faith
 Full obedience rooted in trusting the goodness of the God who commands
 Concrete steps from partial obedience toward wholehearted obedience

Discussion Prompts

 Which of God’s commands do you find easiest to quietly set aside?
 What makes a command feel negotiable, and is it really?



 What is one step toward full obedience in that area this week?

Question 7

Student Question: Building the ark took many years, and Noah is called ‘a herald of 
righteousness’ who kept working and warning while the world ignored him (2 Peter 2:5). What 
does Noah teach us about persevering in long obedience when results are not visible and the 
surrounding culture is hostile?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Set the scene of the long haul. The ark was not built in a weekend. Noah obeyed across many 
years, and during all that time there was no flood, no vindication, and no sign that he was right. 
He simply kept building and kept warning. This is one of the hardest forms of faith, the faith that 
perseveres when results are nowhere in sight.

Note that Noah was not only a builder but a preacher. Peter calls him ‘a herald of righteousness’ 
(2 Peter 2:5). His obedience was public, and so was his warning. Yet the world did not listen. He 
kept faithful not because it was working but because God had spoken. Faithfulness, not visible 
success, is the measure of obedience.

Address the hostility directly. Noah obeyed in an age that ignored and likely mocked him. The 
believer today often feels the same pressure, out of step with the surrounding culture, tempted 
to soften or quit. Noah teaches us that the opinion of the crowd is not the standard; the word of 
God is. Long obedience is sustained by keeping our eyes on God rather than on our audience.

Bring encouragement. The flood did come, and Noah was vindicated. God’s word never returns 
empty. Encourage the class that long obedience is never wasted, even when the results are 
hidden, because we serve a God who sees and rewards faithfulness in His own time.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Perseverance in obedience over many years without visible results
 Noah as a herald of righteousness whose warning went unheeded (2 Peter 2:5)
 Faithfulness, rather than visible success, as the measure of obedience
 Standing firm under a hostile and scoffing culture
 God’s faithfulness to vindicate and reward long obedience in His time

Discussion Prompts

 What makes long obedience without visible results so difficult?
 How did Noah keep going when the world ignored his warning?
 Where do you most need to persevere in obedience right now?

Question 8



Student Question: When you face ridicule or feel out of step with the people around you because 
of your faith, how does that pressure affect your obedience to God? What helps you stand firm?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question brings Noah’s situation into the present. Few of us have built an 
ark, but every believer knows the sting of being out of step with the surrounding culture. Invite 
the class to be honest about how that pressure works on them, whether it tempts them to hide 
their faith, soften their convictions, or quietly conform.

Help students recognize the power of the crowd. The fear of ridicule is one of the strongest 
forces in human life, and it has derailed many a good intention. Noah faced an entire world that 
disagreed with him and obeyed anyway. His example shows that obedience is possible even 
when we stand alone.

Point to what sustains faithfulness under pressure. The fellowship of the church matters here; 
we are not meant to stand alone. So does keeping our eyes on God’s approval rather than the 
crowd’s, and remembering the eternal weight of what God has promised. Encourage the class to 
name the practices and relationships that help them stand firm when the pressure comes.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The fear of ridicule as a powerful pressure against obedience
 The temptation to hide, soften, or conform under cultural pressure
 Obedience as possible even when we stand alone, as Noah did
 The fellowship of the church as support for faithfulness
 Seeking God’s approval above the approval of the crowd

Discussion Prompts

 How does the fear of ridicule tempt you to soften your obedience?
 What helps you stand firm when you feel out of step with everyone around you?
 How can the church help one another endure cultural pressure?

Question 9

Student Question: Peter says that in the days of Noah, eight persons were ‘brought safely 
through water,’ and then he writes, ‘Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a 
removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ’ (1 Peter 3:20–21). Just as Noah’s obedient faith led him to act and 
his household was saved through water, how does Scripture connect saving faith with baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38; Romans 6:3–4; Mark 16:16), and how does this guard us 
against the idea that we are saved by faith only, apart from obeying the gospel?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



This is the doctrinal high point of the lesson, so give it ample time and teach it with both clarity 
and warmth. Begin with the connection Peter himself makes. He looks back to Noah’s 
household, eight souls ‘brought safely through water,’ and he says baptism ‘corresponds to this’ 
and ‘now saves you.’ Peter is presenting Noah’s salvation through water as a type, a divinely 
intended figure, that points forward to Christian baptism. We do not invent this link; the 
inspired apostle draws it for us.

Trace the parallel carefully. Noah was saved by an obedient faith that acted. He believed God’s 
warning and he did all that God commanded, and his household passed through the water to 
safety. In the same way, the gospel calls sinners to a faith that acts, a faith that obeys God’s 
appointed response. Peter is explicit that baptism is not about washing dirt from the body; it is 
‘an appeal to God for a good conscience,’ and its saving power comes ‘through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ.’ Baptism saves not by the merit of the water but because it is the God-appointed 
point at which we appeal to Him and lay hold of the saving work of the risen Christ.

Now bring in the gospel passages directly, because the New Testament speaks with one voice. 
On the day of Pentecost, when convicted hearers asked what they must do, Peter answered, 
‘Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins’ (Acts 2:38). Paul teaches in Romans 6:3-4 that we were baptized into Christ’s death and 
raised to walk in newness of life. Jesus Himself says, ‘Whoever believes and is baptized will be 
saved’ (Mark 16:16). Galatians 3:26-27 says we are sons of God through faith, and then explains 
that those baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Faith and baptism are not rivals; baptism is 
the act in which an obedient faith lays hold of Christ.

Address the doctrinal boundary the question raises. Noah is a standing refutation of the idea 
that we are saved by faith only, by a faith that merely believes but never acts. If Noah had only 
believed the flood was coming but never built the ark, he and his household would have 
perished. Saving faith hears, believes that Jesus is Lord and Christ, repents of sin, confesses Him, 
and is baptized into Him for the forgiveness of sins, and then continues faithfully. This is not 
salvation earned by works; it is salvation received by a trusting obedience to the gospel, exactly 
the kind of faith Hebrews 11 holds up from beginning to end.

Finally, do not lose the warmth in the doctrine. The same God who shut Noah and his family 
safely inside the ark still saves households today, and He has appointed a way for us to lay hold 
of the rescue won by His Son. Help any student who has not yet obeyed the gospel to see that 
the door of the ark is open, and the invitation is to come in by an obedient faith before the day 
of judgment that Jesus Himself compared to the days of Noah (Matthew 24:37-39).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Noah’s household saved through water as a divinely intended type of baptism (1 Peter 3:20-
21)

 Baptism as an appeal to God for a good conscience, saving through the resurrection of Christ
 Baptism for the forgiveness of sins commanded in the gospel (Acts 2:38)



 Baptism into Christ’s death and resurrection to walk in newness of life (Romans 6:3-4)
 Belief and baptism joined in the words of Jesus (Mark 16:16) and putting on Christ (Galatians 

3:26-27)
 Saving faith as a trusting obedience to the gospel, not faith only that never acts
 The reality of coming judgment and the open invitation to enter by obedient faith (Matthew 

24:37-39)

Discussion Prompts

 How does Peter himself connect Noah’s salvation through water to baptism?
 Why is Noah such a clear refutation of the idea that faith only can save?
 How does Scripture present baptism as the act in which an obedient faith lays hold of 

Christ?

Question 10

Student Question: Looking back over Hebrews 11:7 as a whole, where is God calling you to act 
on His word before you can see the outcome, the way Noah did? Name one concrete step of 
obedient faith, and one way Jesus is forming you to trust and obey Him.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This capstone question gathers the whole lesson and turns it toward transformation. Noah 
heard God’s warning, feared God reverently, did all that God commanded, persevered for years, 
and was saved through an obedient faith. Now ask each student to bring that same pattern 
down to one concrete place in their own life where God is calling them to act on His word 
before they can see how it will turn out.

Press for concreteness over good intentions. For some, the most important step may be obeying 
the gospel itself, entering Christ by an obedient faith through baptism. For others it may be 
forsaking a known sin, repairing a broken relationship, beginning a hard obedience long delayed, 
or trusting God with something they cannot control. The point is one real step, not merely a 
warmer feeling.

Close by lifting the class to Christ. Jesus is the author and perfecter of our faith (Hebrews 12:2), 
and our salvation comes through obeying Him (Hebrews 5:9). The aim of this study is not 
stronger willpower but a life increasingly shaped into His likeness, learning to trust and obey the 
Father as Jesus did. Invite students to name the one way they sense Jesus forming them, and 
pray over the concrete steps named.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Personal application of Noah’s obedient faith to one concrete area of life
 Acting on God’s word before the outcome is visible
 Obeying the gospel as the first and most important step for the unobedient



 Christ as the author and perfecter of faith and the source of salvation to those who obey 
Him (Hebrews 12:2; 5:9)

 Spiritual formation into the likeness of Christ as the aim of the study

Discussion Prompts

 Where is God calling you to act on His word before you can see the outcome?
 What is one concrete step of obedient faith you can take this week?
 In what way do you sense Jesus forming you to trust and obey Him?


