The Life of Christ

Lesson 2: Born of a Virgin: Immanuel Among Us -- Luke 2:1-20

It is the most familiar story in the world, and that is precisely the danger. We have seen it on
Christmas cards and in children’s pageants so many times that we can hear the words without
feeling their weight. A young couple on a long road. A crowded town. A baby born where the
animals are kept. We know it by heart, and knowing it by heart is not the same as being pierced
by it.

So slow down and look again. Luke roots this story in hard, datable history. There is an emperor
named Caesar Augustus, a governor named Quirinius, a decree, a census, a particular town
called Bethlehem. Luke is not spinning a gentle legend to warm a winter night. He is reporting
something that happened, on a map you could walk, in a year you could number. And in the
middle of all that imperial machinery, with Caesar moving whole populations like pieces on a
board, God is quietly keeping a promise He made centuries before through the prophet Micah,
that the ruler of Israel would come from Bethlehem.

And then the wonder that the whole story turns on: the child born to Mary was conceived not
by a husband but by the Holy Spirit. A virgin gave birth. The One laid in that feeding trough was
no ordinary infant. He was God with us, Immanuel, the eternal Son wrapped in newborn skin.
The hands that the shepherds may have glimpsed curling and uncurling in the cold were the
hands that made the shepherds, the sheep, the stars they had been watching all night long.

That is why the angels could not stay silent. The glory of God blazed over a field full of working
men, the kind of men the world overlooks, and heaven announced good news of great joy for all
people. Not for the powerful first, but for the lowly. This lesson invites you back to that manger,
not as a spectator who already knows the ending, but as someone the news is actually for. God
has come near. The question is whether, like the shepherds, you will go to see Him, and like
Mary, treasure what you find.

Group Discussion: Luke is careful to anchor the birth of Jesus in real history, naming an
emperor, a governor, and a census. Why do you think it matters so much whether the events of
Christmas actually happened, as opposed to being a beautiful story that teaches good values?

Personal Reflection: Mary “treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.” When
was the last time you slowed down enough to truly ponder who Jesus is, rather than rushing
past Him? What keeps you from wonder, and what might help you recover it this week?

Read Luke 2:1-20

Study Questions
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In verses 1 through 7, Luke surrounds the birth of Jesus with the names of rulers, a decree,
and a census that brought Joseph to Bethlehem. How do these details show God quietly
working out His promises (compare Micah 5:2), and why does Luke present this as real
history rather than legend?

The King of heaven entered the world through an exhausting journey, a crowded town, and
a borrowed feeding trough. Where in your own ordinary, inconvenient circumstances might
God be at work in ways you have been too distracted or discouraged to see?

Luke tells us plainly that Mary gave birth though she had no husband, for the child was
conceived by the Holy Spirit (see Luke 1:34-35; Matthew 1:22-23). Why is the virgin birth
essential to who Jesus is, and what does it teach us about His being both truly God and truly
man from the very beginning?

The Lord of glory was laid where animals feed. What does the humility of His birth reveal
about the heart of God, and where are you tempted to chase status, comfort, or recognition
in a way that the manger gently rebukes?

The angel announced “a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (v. 11). Take each title in turn, Savior,
Christ, and Lord. What does each one declare about who this child is and what He came to
do?
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The angel called this “good news of great joy that will be for all the people” (v. 10). Honestly,
do you carry this news as great joy, or has it become routine? And who are the “all the
people” you are tempted to leave outside the circle of that joy?

The sign given to the shepherds was not a palace but a baby wrapped in cloths, lying in a
manger, and God revealed His glory first to lowly shepherds rather than to the powerful.
What does this teach us about the kind of King Jesus is and the kind of kingdom He brings?

When the shepherds heard the news, they hurried to see Jesus and then spread the word to
others. Compare your own response to the good news about Christ. Where do you need to
move from passive familiarity to eager seeking, and from quiet faith to glad telling?

Matthew tells us this birth fulfilled the prophecy, “they shall call his name Immanuel,” which
means “God with us” (Matthew 1:23; Isaiah 7:14). Why is it vital that we hold the virgin birth
and the incarnation as literal, historical fact rather than myth, and what would be lost if
Jesus were merely a remarkable man and not God come in the flesh?

Mary “treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart” (v. 19). Looking back over
the whole account of Jesus’ birth, name one specific truth you want to treasure and ponder
this week, and one way you sense the living Christ inviting you to draw near to Him because
He first drew near to you.

Now or Later
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Reflect on these passages: Isaiah 7:14, the promise of a virgin who would bear a son called
Immanuel; Isaiah 9:6-7, the child who is the Mighty God and Prince of Peace; Micah 5:2, the
prophecy that the ruler would come from Bethlehem; Matthew 1:18-25, Matthew's account of
the virgin conception and the name Immanuel; Galatians 4:4-5, God sending His Son, born of a

woman, to redeem us.

This and other studies available on ChurchOfChristBibleStudies.com



