
Faith Under Fire, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 12: Fixing Our Eyes on the Eternal

2 Corinthians 4:7–18

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

This capstone lesson gathers the whole study into its final and deepest hope: that for those who 
belong to Christ, present sufferings are real but passing, while the unseen glory being prepared 
is real and eternal. The doctrinal heart is the resurrection hope and the eternal weight of glory 
that reframes all Christian suffering. Paul does not minimize affliction, his was severe and 
prolonged, but he weighs it on the scale of eternity, where even a lifetime of suffering is “light” 
and “momentary” against an eternal glory “beyond all comparison.” Your aim is to teach 
students to fix their eyes on the unseen and eternal, so that they, like Paul, “do not lose heart.” 
This grounds the comfort of the entire study where Scripture grounds it: in God’s Word and the 
hope of the resurrection, not in present relief or guaranteed healing.

Several threads from the study converge here and should be drawn together. The treasure in 
jars of clay echoes the power perfected in weakness of Lesson 8. The blows that strike but never 
destroy echo the inseparable love of Lesson 5 and the guarding power of Lesson 7. The renewal 
of the inner self even as the outer wastes away gives the long view that sustains the waiting of 
Lesson 11. And the eternal weight of glory is the inheritance kept in heaven of Lesson 7 and the 
crown of life of Lessons 2 and 9, now seen as the destiny that outweighs every affliction. Keep 
the hope explicitly resurrection-grounded (Paul roots it in “he who raised the Lord Jesus will 
raise us also,” v. 14), consistent with the church of Christ conviction that our hope is the bodily 
resurrection and eternal life with God, not a present-life prosperity.

Formationally, this lesson aims to leave students with the single most important habit for a 
lifetime of faithful suffering: fixing their eyes on the unseen and eternal. The whole difference 
between losing heart and not losing heart, Paul says, lies in where we look. Aim to send your 
students out from this study able to see their frailty as the showcase of God’s power, their blows 
as real but never final, their inner self as renewed day by day, and their present afflictions as 
light and momentary against the eternal weight of glory that is surely coming. Help them name 
what the study has reshaped in them, and send them home with their eyes lifted to the things 
that are eternal.

Question 1

Student Question:

Paul says we have the treasure of the gospel “in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power 
belongs to God and not to us” (v. 7). Why does God deliberately place His treasure in weak, 



fragile people, and how does our very frailty become a way of displaying His power rather than 
an obstacle to it?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Begin with the vivid image of verse 7: “we have this treasure in jars of clay.” The treasure is the 
gospel, the glory of God in the face of Christ (v. 6); the jars of clay are weak, ordinary, breakable 
people. The contrast is deliberate and stark.

Explain God’s stated reason: “to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.” 
God chose fragile containers on purpose, so that when His power is displayed through them, no 
one mistakes it for human strength. The weakness of the vessel directs all eyes to the worth of 
the treasure and the power of its source.

This reframes our frailty entirely. We tend to see our weakness as a problem, a disqualification, 
an obstacle to God’s work. Paul sees it as part of the design, the very thing that makes the 
power of God visible. The cracks in the pot are where the light gets out.

Connect this to the power perfected in weakness of Lesson 8. The same God who told Paul “my 
power is made perfect in weakness” here makes weak vessels the showcase of His surpassing 
power. Our fragility is not an embarrassment to be hidden but a stage on which God displays 
that the power is His.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God places the treasure of the gospel in weak, fragile people on purpose (2 Corinthians 4:7)
 The reason is to show the surpassing power belongs to God, not to us
 Our frailty is part of the design, the means by which God’s power becomes visible
 This echoes the power perfected in weakness of 2 Corinthians 12; the cracks are where the 

light gets out

Discussion Prompts

 Why does God deliberately place His treasure in weak, fragile people?
 How does your frailty become a way of displaying God’s power rather than an obstacle to it?
 What changes when you see your weakness as part of God’s design rather than a 

disqualification?

Question 2

Student Question:

Where are you tempted to despise your own weakness and fragility, wishing you were a stronger 
“vessel”? How might it change your view of your limitations to see them as the very means God 
uses to display that the power at work in you is His and not your own?



Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-focused question addresses our contempt for our own weakness. Most of us wish we 
were stronger, sturdier, less fragile vessels; we despise our limitations and hide our cracks.

Help students see the irony in light of verse 7. The very fragility they wish away is the thing God 
uses to display His power. To despise the clay pot is to miss the divine logic that chose it 
precisely because it is humble and breakable.

Invite a reframing of their limitations. The weakness they resent, physical, emotional, relational, 
may be exactly where God means to show that the power sustaining them is His. Their cracks 
are not failures of the design; they are features of it.

Ask for a concrete shift this week: perhaps thanking God for a specific weakness as a place 
where His power can be displayed, and ceasing the exhausting project of hiding their fragility 
behind a show of strength.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Our contempt for our own weakness and the wish to be sturdier vessels
 The fragility we despise is the very thing God uses to display His power
 Limitations may be exactly where God shows that the sustaining power is His
 Ceasing the exhausting project of hiding our fragility behind a show of strength

Discussion Prompts

 Where are you tempted to despise your own weakness and wish you were stronger?
 How might your limitations be the very means God uses to display His power?
 What would it look like to thank God for a weakness as a showcase for His power?

Question 3

Student Question:

Paul describes being “afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to 
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed” (vv. 8-9). What does this 
careful pattern, real blows that never land the final blow, reveal about how God sustains His 
people in suffering?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Verses 8-9 give a carefully balanced catalogue: “afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 
destroyed.” Each line names a real blow and then a limit the blow does not cross.



Draw attention to the pattern. Paul does not deny the affliction, the perplexity, the persecution, 
the being struck down; these are real and severe. But each is paired with a “not”: not crushed, 
not in despair, not forsaken, not destroyed. The blows land, but none lands the final blow.

Explain what this reveals about how God sustains His people. He does not generally exempt 
them from the blows; He keeps them through the blows. The clay pot is battered, cracked, 
knocked to the ground, and yet not shattered, because the surpassing power of God holds it 
together. The sustaining is real, and so is the suffering.

This guards against two distortions at once. It refuses the prosperity fantasy that the faithful are 
spared the blows (they are afflicted in every way), and it refuses the despair that says the blows 
are the end (they are not crushed or destroyed). The truth is harder and better than either: real 
affliction, real sustaining, no final defeat.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Paul names real blows, each paired with a limit they do not cross (2 Corinthians 4:8-9)
 God does not exempt His people from the blows but keeps them through the blows
 The sustaining is as real as the suffering; the battered pot is not shattered
 This refuses both the prosperity fantasy of exemption and the despair that the blows are 

final

Discussion Prompts

 What does the pattern of real blows that never land the final blow reveal about how God 
sustains us?

 How does this refuse both the fantasy of exemption and the despair that the blows are the 
end?

 Which of Paul’s pairings, not crushed, not in despair, not forsaken, not destroyed, do you 
most need now?

Question 4

Student Question:

Think of a time you were struck down but, looking back, not destroyed. How did you experience 
God’s sustaining in that season, and how can remembering it strengthen you to trust that the 
next blow, too, will not be the final one?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-focused question turns Paul’s pattern into the student’s own memory. Most believers 
can recall a season when they were struck down but, in hindsight, not destroyed, a time they 
thought they would not survive, and did.



Invite them to revisit such a season and to trace how God sustained them in it. Often we do not 
see the sustaining clearly until afterward; looking back, we can recognize the grace that held us 
when we felt we were falling.

Explain the value of this remembering. The God who sustained us before is the God who will 
sustain us again. Recalling past deliverances builds trust for present and future trials; the next 
blow, too, will not be the final one, because the same God still holds the pot.

Ask for a concrete practice of remembrance: naming a specific past trial where they were struck 
down but not destroyed, and letting that memory strengthen their trust that God will sustain 
them through whatever comes next.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Most believers can recall being struck down but, in hindsight, not destroyed
 We often see God’s sustaining clearly only afterward
 Remembering past deliverances builds trust that the next blow will not be the final one
 The God who sustained us before is the God who will sustain us again

Discussion Prompts

 When were you struck down but, looking back, not destroyed?
 How did you experience God’s sustaining in that season?
 How can remembering that sustaining strengthen you for the next trial?

Question 5

Student Question:

Paul says he carries “in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be 
manifested in our bodies” (vv. 10-11). How does Paul connect his sufferings to the death and life 
of Jesus, and what does it mean that the life of Christ is displayed through, and not just despite, 
our afflictions?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Verses 10-11 deepen the theology of suffering by tying it to Jesus directly: Paul carries “in the 
body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies.” His 
sufferings are a sharing in Christ’s death, and through them the life of Christ is displayed.

Explain the connection, which gathers up the fellowship of suffering from Lesson 6. As Paul 
endures dying-like sufferings for Christ’s sake, the resurrection life of Jesus becomes visible, in 
his endurance, his hope, his refusal to lose heart. The watching world sees a power that death 
cannot quench, and that is the life of Jesus shining through.



Stress the word “through,” not just “despite.” The life of Christ is manifested not merely in spite 
of Paul’s afflictions but through them; the suffering itself becomes the occasion for displaying 
resurrection life. A faith that endures suffering with hope preaches the living Christ more 
powerfully than untested ease ever could.

Apply this to the believer’s own afflictions. Our sufferings, borne in union with Christ, become a 
place where His life is put on display. The endurance, the peace, the unquenchable hope of a 
suffering Christian is the life of Jesus made visible in a jar of clay.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Paul’s sufferings are a sharing in the death of Jesus, displaying the life of Jesus (2 Corinthians 
4:10-11)

 This gathers up the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings from Lesson 6
 The life of Christ is shown through our afflictions, not merely despite them
 A faith that endures suffering with hope displays the living Christ to a watching world

Discussion Prompts

 How does Paul connect his sufferings to the death and life of Jesus?
 What does it mean that the life of Christ is displayed through, not just despite, our 

afflictions?
 How might the life of Jesus be made visible through a trial you are carrying?

Question 6

Student Question:

Paul says, “So death is at work in us, but life in you” (v. 12), as his sufferings served others’ good. 
Where might God be using something you are suffering for the sake of someone else, so that 
your hardship is not wasted but bears fruit in another’s life?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-focused question draws on verse 12: “So death is at work in us, but life in you.” Paul’s 
sufferings were not only for his own sake; they served the spiritual life of others. His hardship 
bore fruit beyond himself.

Help students consider that their own suffering may have a purpose beyond themselves. The 
patience learned in a trial may bless a family; the faith displayed in hardship may strengthen a 
friend; the comfort received may be passed on (recall Lesson 10). God wastes nothing, including 
the ways our suffering serves others.

Caution against forcing a tidy meaning onto every pain; we do not always see how our suffering 
serves others, and we need not manufacture an explanation. But we can trust that in God’s 
economy, suffering borne faithfully is fruitful, often in ways we will only learn later.



Invite students to consider one way a current hardship might be serving someone else’s good, 
and to bear it, in part, for their sake, so that the suffering is offered up rather than merely 
endured.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Paul’s sufferings served the spiritual life of others: “death in us, but life in you” (2 
Corinthians 4:12)

 Our suffering may have a purpose beyond ourselves, blessing family, friends, and church
 God wastes nothing, including the ways our hardship serves others (2 Corinthians 1:4)
 We need not force a meaning onto every pain, but can trust faithful suffering is fruitful

Discussion Prompts

 Where might God be using something you suffer for the sake of someone else?
 How does it change a hardship to consider that it may bear fruit in another’s life?
 What would it look like to bear a current trial, in part, for someone else’s good?

Question 7

Student Question:

Paul does not lose heart because “though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being 
renewed day by day” (v. 16). What are the two processes Paul says are happening at once, and 
how does this truth let a believer face genuine decline in the outer self without despair?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Verse 16 gives the reason Paul does not lose heart: “Though our outer self is wasting away, our 
inner self is being renewed day by day.” Two processes run at once, decline without and 
renewal within.

Explain both clearly. The “outer self” is our physical, mortal life, subject to aging, illness, 
weariness, and decay; it is genuinely wasting away, and Paul does not pretend otherwise. The 
“inner self” is the renewed person, being made new by God day by day, growing in life and glory 
even as the body declines.

Show how holding both lets a believer face real decline without despair. If we look only at the 
outer self, the trajectory is downward and despair seems reasonable. But the outer decline is 
not the whole story; a hidden, opposite process of renewal is underway, and it is the inner self 
that is eternal. The body is a fading tent; the inner self is being prepared for glory.

Locate the source of the inner renewal. It is not self-generated; it is God’s daily work in the 
believer, through His Spirit, His Word, and communion with Him. We do not renew ourselves by 
willpower; we are renewed by God as we draw near to Him. This is why even the dying believer 
can be growing more alive within.



Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Two processes run at once: the outer self wasting away, the inner self renewed day by day 
(2 Corinthians 4:16)

 The outer self genuinely declines through age, illness, and decay; Paul does not deny it
 The inner self is being made new by God and is what endures
 Holding both lets us face real decline without despair, for the inner renewal is God’s daily 

work

Discussion Prompts

 What are the two processes Paul says are happening at once?
 How does this truth let a believer face real decline in the outer self without despair?
 Where does the daily renewal of the inner self actually come from?

Question 8

Student Question:

Where are you most aware of your “outer self wasting away,” through age, illness, weariness, or 
loss? What would it look like to attend to the daily renewal of your inner self even as the outer 
self declines, and where does that inner renewal come from?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-focused question makes the outer decline personal. Many students are keenly aware of 
their outer self wasting away, through aging bodies, chronic illness, accumulated losses, or 
simple weariness. The decline is real and often grievous.

Validate the grief of decline while lifting the eyes to the parallel renewal. Paul does not tell the 
aging or ailing believer to deny their decline; he tells them that decline is not the only thing 
happening. Even as the body fades, the inner self can be growing more alive in Christ.

Direct them to the means of inner renewal. The inner self is renewed “day by day” through 
ongoing communion with God: His Word, prayer, worship, the fellowship of His people. The 
believer who attends to these is being renewed within even as the outer self wears down.

Invite a concrete practice: tending the inner self deliberately this week, through some daily 
means of drawing near to God, especially in the very season where the outer self is declining, so 
that the renewal Paul describes becomes their lived experience.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Awareness of the outer self wasting away through age, illness, weariness, and loss
 Paul does not deny the decline but sets the parallel renewal alongside it



 The inner self is renewed day by day through communion with God: Word, prayer, worship, 
fellowship

 Tending the inner self deliberately, especially as the outer self declines

Discussion Prompts

 Where are you most aware of your outer self wasting away?
 What would it look like to attend to the daily renewal of your inner self even so?
 What daily means of drawing near to God could renew your inner self this week?

Question 9

Student Question:

Paul calls his severe, prolonged sufferings “this light momentary affliction” because it is 
“preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison,” and he fixes his eyes on the 
unseen and eternal rather than the seen and transient (vv. 17-18). How does the certain hope of 
eternal glory, grounded in the resurrection, reframe our present sufferings without minimizing 
them, and why is fixing our eyes on the unseen the key to not losing heart?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the heaviest doctrinal block and the climax of the whole study. Verses 17-18: “This light 
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we 
look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are 
seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.”

Address the apparent scandal first: how can Paul call his severe, prolonged sufferings “light” and 
“momentary”? Not by minimizing them, his sufferings were brutal (recall 2 Corinthians 1:8). He 
calls them light and momentary by comparison, weighing them against an eternal weight of 
glory so massive that even a lifetime of affliction registers as light and brief beside it. The scale is 
eternity.

Explain how this reframes suffering without dismissing it. The affliction is real and heavy in itself; 
Paul does not pretend otherwise. But it is not only heavy, it is also “preparing” something, an 
eternal glory, and against that glory its weight is comparatively light and its duration 
comparatively momentary. The trial is genuinely hard and genuinely outweighed. Both are true.

Ground the hope in the resurrection, as Paul does in verse 14: “he who raised the Lord Jesus will 
raise us also.” The eternal weight of glory is not wishful thinking; it rests on the resurrection of 
Jesus and the certain resurrection of His people. This is the church of Christ hope: not present 
prosperity, but bodily resurrection and eternal life with God. The comfort of the whole study 
finally rests here.



Then name the key habit: fixing our eyes on the unseen rather than the seen. The whole 
difference between losing heart and not losing heart lies in where we look. The seen things, our 
troubles, our decline, are transient; the unseen things, the inner renewal, the coming glory, the 
risen Christ, are eternal. To fix our eyes on the eternal is to see our sufferings truly, in their real 
but passing weight, and to be sustained by the glory that outlasts them. This is the secret Paul 
has been pointing to all along, and the note on which the whole study lands.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Paul calls severe suffering “light” and “momentary” by comparison with an eternal weight of 
glory, not by minimizing it (2 Corinthians 4:17)

 The affliction is genuinely heavy and genuinely outweighed; both are true
 The eternal glory is grounded in the resurrection of Jesus and the certain resurrection of His 

people (2 Corinthians 4:14)
 This is the church of Christ hope: bodily resurrection and eternal life with God, not present 

prosperity
 Fixing our eyes on the unseen and eternal, rather than the seen and transient, is the key to 

not losing heart (2 Corinthians 4:18)
 The seen troubles are real but passing; the unseen glory is real and forever

Discussion Prompts

 How does Paul call severe suffering light and momentary without minimizing how real it is?
 How does the resurrection-grounded hope of eternal glory reframe our present sufferings?
 Why is fixing our eyes on the unseen the key to not losing heart?

Question 10

Student Question:

Look back across this whole study, twelve lessons on trusting God through trials, and across 2 
Corinthians 4:7-18 as its capstone, the treasure in clay, the blows that do not destroy, the inner 
renewal, and the eternal weight of glory. Name the one truth from these lessons that has most 
reshaped how you face suffering, and one specific way you will fix your eyes on the eternal in a 
trial you are carrying right now.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This capstone gathers not only the passage but the entire twelve-lesson study. Take time here. 
Retrace, briefly, the arc the study has traveled: from the framework that the faithful do suffer 
(Lesson 1), through the purpose of trials (Lesson 2), the faith of Job (Lesson 3), the prayers of 
lament (Lesson 4), the providence of God (Lesson 5), the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings (Lesson 
6), the refining of faith (Lesson 7), grace sufficient for the thorn (Lesson 8), endurance to the 
crown (Lesson 9), comfort given to be shared (Lesson 10), trusting God’s timing (Lesson 11), and 
now fixing our eyes on the eternal.



Invite students to name the one truth from the whole study that has most reshaped how they 
face suffering. This is a moment of consolidation; let them articulate what God has done in them 
across these weeks, and let the group hear one another’s testimony.

Then ask for one specific way they will fix their eyes on the eternal in a trial they are carrying 
right now. The whole study comes down to this practical habit: lifting the gaze from the seen 
and transient to the unseen and eternal, in an actual, named trial.

End the study where Paul ends: “we do not lose heart.” Whatever fire your students walk 
through, the treasure is secure in the clay, the blows will not be the final blow, the inner self is 
being renewed, and the eternal weight of glory is surely coming. Send them out with their eyes 
lifted, their faith refined, and their hope fixed on the resurrection. This is faith under fire, and it 
does not lose heart.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The capstone gathers the whole twelve-lesson arc into one resurrection hope
 Consolidating what God has formed across the study by naming the truth that most 

reshaped us
 The central practical habit: fixing our eyes on the unseen and eternal in a real, named trial
 Ending where Paul ends: we do not lose heart, because the eternal glory is surely coming

Discussion Prompts

 Which truth from this whole study has most reshaped how you face suffering?
 What is one specific way you will fix your eyes on the eternal in a trial you carry now?
 What would it mean to walk out of this study able to say, with Paul, “we do not lose heart”?


