
Faith Under Fire, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 9: Endurance and the Crown of Life

Revelation 2:8–11

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

This lesson carries one of the study’s most explicit doctrinal guardrails, and it must be taught 
with both clarity and warmth. The central charge of the letter to Smyrna, “be faithful unto 
death, and I will give you the crown of life,” presents genuine perseverance as the condition of 
receiving the crown. Your aim is to teach that the crown of life is held out to those who remain 
faithful to the end, against the doctrine of “once saved, always saved.” The conquering Jesus 
commends is precisely faithfulness through suffering, even to martyrdom; the assurance He 
gives (“the one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death”) is for those who endure, 
not a guarantee detached from continued faithfulness. Hold this together with the consistent 
New Testament witness (Matthew 10:22; Hebrews 3:14; James 1:12) that salvation is preserved 
through ongoing faith and obedience.

Teach the doctrine without tipping into anxiety or works-salvation. The crown is a gift (“I will 
give you”), and the faithful believer has real, solid assurance; this is not a call to earn salvation 
by white-knuckled effort but to keep trusting and obeying the risen Christ who sustains His 
people. The point is that saving faith is a living, persevering trust, not a single past transaction 
that operates regardless of how one lives thereafter. A believer can fall away and so must 
remain faithful; equally, the believer who endures may rest secure that the second death will 
not touch them. Because this is Revelation, also be ready to keep the focus on the spiritual 
realities the text presses, the crown of life, the second death, faithfulness through persecution, 
rather than letting speculative end-times schemes intrude; nothing here supports a future 
earthly political reign, and Christ presents Himself as already risen and reigning, the first and the 
last.

Formationally, this lesson aims to call your students out of spiritual coasting and into a 
persevering faithfulness. It also aims to reframe their sense of wealth and poverty: Jesus calls a 
destitute, persecuted church rich, and a comfortable church (Laodicea) poor. Aim to send your 
students home seeing themselves as rich in Christ whatever they lack, sober about the real call 
to endure, and encouraged by the sure promise of the crown of life to those who are faithful to 
the end.

Question 1

Student Question:



Jesus introduces Himself to Smyrna as “the first and the last, who died and came to life” (v. 8). 
Why does He choose this particular self-description for a suffering, persecuted church, and how 
does His own death and resurrection ground the hope He is about to offer them?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Begin with the self-description Jesus chooses, because in Revelation each letter opens with a 
title of Christ suited to the church’s need. To suffering Smyrna He is “the first and the last, who 
died and came to life.” Every word is chosen for a church facing death.

“The first and the last” speaks of His sovereignty over all of history, including the history of their 
suffering. Whatever the empire or the synagogue or the devil may do, Christ stands before it all 
and after it all. Their trial is bracketed by His eternal reign.

“Who died and came to life” speaks even more directly to their fear. Jesus has personally walked 
through death and out the other side. He does not summon them to a darkness He has not 
entered; He calls them to follow where He has already gone and conquered. The risen Christ is 
the ground of a martyr’s hope.

Apply this to the whole study’s foundation. The hope Jesus offers a suffering church is not vague 
optimism but resurrection. Because He died and lives, death itself is not the end for those who 
belong to Him, and the crown of life lies beyond it. Establish this resurrection ground before 
moving to the call to endure.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Christ presents Himself to suffering Smyrna as the first and the last, who died and came to 
life (Revelation 2:8)

 “The first and the last” declares His sovereignty over all history, including their suffering
 “Died and came to life” means He calls them through no darkness He has not already 

conquered
 The risen Christ is the resurrection ground of the suffering church’s hope

Discussion Prompts

 Why does Jesus describe Himself as the one “who died and came to life” to a persecuted 
church?

 How does Christ’s own death and resurrection ground the hope He offers Smyrna?
 Where do you most need to remember that Christ has already conquered the darkness He 

calls you through?

Question 2

Student Question:



Where in your life do you most need to remember that the One who calls you to endure has 
Himself died and risen? How does it strengthen you to know that Jesus does not ask you to walk 
through any darkness He has not already passed through and conquered?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-focused question draws on the same self-description. Jesus does not ask His people to 
endure anything He has not endured first. The Lord who commands “be faithful unto death” 
was Himself faithful unto death and rose again.

Help students feel the companionship in this. We are not called to a stoic, solitary endurance 
but to follow a risen Leader who has gone ahead through the very worst. He knows the way 
through the dark because He has walked it, and He walks it with us.

This strengthens endurance in a particular way. The path of suffering is not a path into the 
unknown but a path Christ has charted and conquered. Wherever it leads, even through death, 
it leads to where He already is, alive and reigning.

Invite students to name a present darkness and to take comfort that Christ has passed through 
and conquered its like. Encourage them to walk their hard road as followers of One who has 
already reached the other side.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Jesus does not ask His people to endure anything He has not endured first
 Endurance is following a risen Leader who has gone ahead through the worst, not a solitary 

stoicism
 The path of suffering is charted and conquered by Christ, not a path into the unknown
 Whatever the road, it leads to where the risen Christ already is

Discussion Prompts

 How does it strengthen you that Jesus has walked through and conquered the darkness He 
calls you into?

 What does it mean to endure as a follower of One who has already reached the other side?
 What present darkness could you walk through differently, knowing Christ has gone ahead 

of you?

Question 3

Student Question:

Jesus says, “I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich)” (v. 9). What does it 
mean that this suffering church is genuinely rich in God’s sight, and how does Christ’s assessment 
expose the difference between the world’s measure of a blessed life and heaven’s?



Commentary and Teaching Notes

Verse 9 contains a startling reversal: “I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are 
rich).” Smyrna was poor by every earthly measure, materially destitute, socially despised, 
harassed by slander, yet Jesus pronounces them rich.

Explain the nature of their wealth. They were rich in what cannot be taken: their standing in 
Christ, their inheritance kept in heaven (1 Peter 1:4), their share in the riches of God’s grace. The 
marketplace saw paupers; heaven saw heirs. A believer who has Christ and nothing else has the 
one treasure that finally counts.

Set this against the world’s ledger. The world measures a blessed life by comfort, security, 
possessions, and status, exactly what Smyrna lacked. Heaven measures wealth by what one has 
in Christ, exactly what Smyrna had in abundance. The two ledgers can give opposite totals for 
the same life.

Sharpen the point with the contrast Revelation itself draws. Laodicea, comfortable and self-
satisfied, says, “I am rich,” and Jesus calls her “poor” (Revelation 3:17). Smyrna, destitute and 
afflicted, is called rich. The world’s ledger and heaven’s run in opposite directions, and only one 
of them is true.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Jesus calls materially poor, persecuted Smyrna genuinely rich (Revelation 2:9)
 Their wealth is their standing in Christ and inheritance kept in heaven, which cannot be 

taken (1 Peter 1:4)
 The world measures blessedness by comfort and status; heaven measures it by what one 

has in Christ
 The reversal with Laodicea: the comfortable church is poor, the afflicted church is rich 

(Revelation 3:17)

Discussion Prompts

 In what sense is a destitute, persecuted church genuinely rich in God’s sight?
 How does Christ’s assessment expose the gap between the world’s measure of a blessed life 

and heaven’s?
 What would it mean to take Jesus’ measure of true riches more seriously than your 

circumstances?

Question 4

Student Question:



In what ways have you measured your life by the world’s ledger of comfort, security, and status 
rather than by your wealth in Christ? What would change this week if you took Jesus’ assessment 
of true riches more seriously than your bank statement or your circumstances?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-focused question turns the two ledgers on the student’s own life. Most of us, often 
without realizing it, keep score by the world’s measure, tallying our comfort, security, and status 
and feeling rich or poor accordingly.

Help students notice this scorekeeping. The feeling of being poorly off when our finances dip or 
our status slips reveals that we have been measuring by the world’s ledger. The feeling of being 
secure when those things are stable reveals the same.

Invite the revaluation. To take Jesus’ assessment seriously is to count our wealth in Christ, our 
forgiveness, our adoption, our inheritance, as our true bottom line, so that no earthly loss can 
finally bankrupt us and no earthly gain can finally enrich us.

Ask for a concrete shift this week: perhaps a deliberate accounting of their riches in Christ when 
tempted to feel poor by the world’s measure, learning to read their lives by heaven’s ledger 
rather than the marketplace’s.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 We often keep score by the world’s ledger of comfort, security, and status without realizing 
it

 Our feelings of being rich or poor reveal which ledger we are using
 Counting our wealth in Christ, forgiveness, adoption, inheritance, as our true bottom line
 Reading our lives by heaven’s ledger rather than the marketplace’s

Discussion Prompts

 In what ways have you measured your life by the world’s ledger rather than your wealth in 
Christ?

 What would change if you counted your riches in Christ as your true bottom line?
 How could you remind yourself of heaven’s ledger this week when tempted to feel poor?

Question 5

Student Question:

Jesus does not promise to spare Smyrna the coming trial; instead He tells them, “the devil is 
about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested,” and that it will last “ten days” 
(v. 10). Why does Jesus prepare them for suffering rather than promise to prevent it, and what 
comfort is there in the trial being measured and limited rather than open-ended?



Commentary and Teaching Notes

Verse 10 shows Jesus’ realism: “Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is 
about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have 
tribulation.” He does not promise to prevent the trial; He prepares them for it.

Explain why preparation rather than prevention is itself a mercy. Jesus tells them the truth in 
advance, so they will not be blindsided, and so they can brace their hearts and set their faces. 
Forewarned, they can interpret the prison rightly, as a test to be endured faithfully, not as proof 
that Christ has abandoned them.

Dwell on the comfort of the limits. “Ten days” signals a measured, bounded season, not an 
endless one. The devil is the immediate agent, yet the testing serves God’s purpose and runs 
only for the time God permits. Even in persecution, the suffering is held within heaven’s limits; 
the enemy is on a leash.

Connect this to the providence taught throughout the study. The same God who measures 
Smyrna’s trial at “ten days” measures ours. No trial of the faithful is open-ended or out of 
control; each is bounded by the wisdom and permission of God. This is no excuse to deny the 
pain, Jesus says plainly they will suffer, but a frame that keeps the pain from becoming despair.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Jesus prepares Smyrna for suffering rather than promising to prevent it (Revelation 2:10)
 Forewarning is a mercy: they can interpret the trial rightly and brace their hearts
 “Ten days” signals a measured, limited season under God’s oversight, not an endless one
 Even in persecution the enemy is on a leash; the trial is bounded by God’s permission

Discussion Prompts

 Why does Jesus prepare Smyrna for suffering rather than promise to prevent it?
 What comfort is there in the trial being measured at “ten days” rather than open-ended?
 How does knowing a trial is bounded by God’s limits keep pain from becoming despair?

Question 6

Student Question:

How do you tend to respond when you sense a hard season approaching, with dread, denial, or 
frantic attempts to prevent it? What would it look like to face a coming trial the way Jesus 
prepares Smyrna to, expecting it, but trusting that it is held within God’s limits?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



This self-focused question asks how students meet an approaching trial. Common responses 
include dread that magnifies the trouble before it arrives, denial that refuses to face it, and 
frantic effort to prevent the unpreventable. Each is a way of facing a coming trial without faith.

Hold up Jesus’ way with Smyrna as the alternative: expect the trial, do not fear it, and trust that 
it is held within God’s limits. This is neither denial nor dread but sober, faith-filled readiness.

Help students see how the truths of the passage disarm fear. The trial is real but bounded; the 
enemy is active but leashed; the risen Christ stands before and after it. Facing a coming hardship 
with these truths in hand is very different from facing it with dread or denial.

Invite a concrete posture toward a hardship they sense approaching: to name it honestly, refuse 
to be ruled by fear, and entrust it to the God who sets its limits, preparing their hearts as Jesus 
prepared Smyrna’s.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Common faithless responses to a coming trial: dread, denial, and frantic prevention
 Jesus’ way: expect the trial, do not fear it, trust it is within God’s limits
 The passage’s truths disarm fear: the trial is bounded, the enemy leashed, Christ risen
 Facing a coming hardship with faith-filled readiness rather than dread or denial

Discussion Prompts

 How do you tend to respond when you sense a hard season approaching?
 What would it look like to face a coming trial the way Jesus prepares Smyrna to?
 What hardship could you entrust to the God who sets its limits this week?

Question 7

Student Question:

At the heart of the letter Jesus says, “Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life” 
(v. 10). Why does Jesus tie the crown of life to remaining faithful all the way to the end, and 
what does this teach about the nature of saving faith as a persevering trust rather than a single 
past moment?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question reaches the heart of the letter and a central doctrinal point of the study: “Be 
faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.” The crown is tied explicitly to 
faithfulness sustained all the way to the end, even unto death.

Explain what this reveals about the nature of saving faith. Faith, biblically, is not a single past 
moment that, once experienced, guarantees the outcome regardless of how one lives 



afterward. It is a living, persevering trust that holds on, by grace, to the end. “Be faithful unto 
death” assumes that faithfulness can be abandoned and therefore must be maintained.

Show how the crown is both gift and goal. Jesus says “I will give you the crown,” so it is grace, 
not wages earned. Yet He gives it to those who are “faithful unto death,” so perseverance is the 
path along which the gift is received. Grace and perseverance are not rivals; the grace of God 
sustains the faithfulness it requires.

Apply this against spiritual presumption. A faith that treats an old decision as a settled 
guarantee, while no longer walking with Christ, is not the persevering faith Jesus commends. 
The crown belongs to those who keep trusting and obeying, all the way to the finish line (2 
Timothy 4:7-8).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The crown of life is tied to faithfulness sustained to the end, even unto death (Revelation 
2:10)

 Saving faith is a living, persevering trust, not a single past moment that guarantees the 
outcome

 The crown is both gift (“I will give”) and goal (received by those who endure); grace sustains 
the faithfulness it requires

 The persevering faith Jesus commends stands against treating an old decision as a settled 
guarantee (2 Timothy 4:7-8)

Discussion Prompts

 Why does Jesus tie the crown of life to remaining faithful all the way to the end?
 How is saving faith a persevering trust rather than a single past moment?
 How can the crown be both a gift of grace and something received by those who endure?

Question 8

Student Question:

Be honest about where you are tempted to coast spiritually, as though a decision made long ago 
has settled everything and the daily walk of faithfulness no longer matters much. How does “be 
faithful unto death” call you out of coasting and into a living, persevering faith today?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-focused question confronts spiritual coasting, the quiet assumption that a decision 
made long ago has settled everything, so that present faithfulness hardly matters. It is the 
practical form of presumption that “be faithful unto death” directly addresses.

Help students recognize coasting honestly. It rarely looks like dramatic rebellion; it looks like 
drift, a prayerlessness, a fading hunger for God’s Word, a faith on autopilot that lives off old 



experiences rather than present trust. Smyrna’s charge cuts through it: faithfulness is a daily, 
living thing, required today and tomorrow and to the end.

Reframe perseverance as relationship, not mere duty. To “be faithful” is to keep walking with 
the risen Christ who loves us, not to grind out religious performance. The cure for coasting is not 
anxious effort but renewed nearness to Christ, the kind of living trust that naturally keeps going.

Invite a concrete step out of coasting: identifying one area of drift and taking a deliberate step 
back into living faithfulness, a renewed practice of prayer, a return to gathered worship, a 
repentance, a re-engagement with the Word.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Spiritual coasting: treating an old decision as settling everything while the daily walk fades
 Coasting usually looks like drift, prayerlessness and fading hunger, not dramatic rebellion
 “Be faithful unto death” makes faithfulness a daily, living thing required to the end
 The cure for coasting is renewed nearness to Christ, not anxious religious performance

Discussion Prompts

 Where are you tempted to coast spiritually, as if an old decision settled everything?
 How does “be faithful unto death” call you out of coasting into living faith today?
 What is one area of drift where you could step back into living faithfulness this week?

Question 9

Student Question:

Jesus promises that “the one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death” (v. 11), and the 
conquering He has in view is faithfulness through suffering, even to martyrdom. How does this 
passage hold together genuine assurance for the faithful and a real call to persevere, against the 
idea that a believer is eternally secure regardless of whether they remain faithful?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the heaviest doctrinal block, and it requires the clarity and care of the guardrail. Verse 11: 
“The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death.” In Revelation, conquering is not 
worldly triumph but faithfulness through suffering, even to martyrdom (compare Revelation 
12:11). The assurance of escaping the second death is given to those who so conquer.

State the doctrine plainly and warmly. This passage holds together two truths that some 
traditions pull apart. There is genuine, solid assurance for the faithful: the one who endures will 
most certainly not be hurt by the second death. And there is a real call to persevere: the 
assurance belongs to those who conquer, who remain faithful unto death. The promise is not a 
blanket guarantee detached from faithfulness; it is for the overcomer.



Address “once saved, always saved” directly but without harshness. The consistent New 
Testament witness is that a believer can fall away and so must remain faithful (Hebrews 3:12-14; 
Hebrews 10:26-31; 2 Peter 2:20-22). Smyrna fits this witness: Jesus would not need to command 
faithfulness unto death, nor tie the crown to it, if faithfulness were guaranteed regardless. 
Salvation is preserved through ongoing faith and obedience.

Guard equally against the opposite error of anxious insecurity. The faithful believer is not meant 
to live in terror of losing salvation at any moment. The promise to the overcomer is sure and 
steadying; God preserves His people as they continue in faith, and He is faithful to sustain those 
who keep trusting Him. The call to persevere and the assurance of the persevering are two sides 
of one comfort, not a recipe for fear.

Keep the focus where Revelation keeps it: on the spiritual realities of the crown of life and the 
second death, and on Christ already risen and reigning as the first and the last. Do not let 
speculative end-times schemes distract from the letter’s actual pastoral aim, which is to fortify a 
suffering church to stay faithful to the end.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 In Revelation, conquering is faithfulness through suffering, even to martyrdom (Revelation 
12:11)

 The promise of escaping the second death is given to the one who conquers, not as a 
guarantee detached from faithfulness (Revelation 2:11)

 A believer can fall away and so must remain faithful; salvation is preserved through ongoing 
faith and obedience (Hebrews 3:12-14; 10:26-31)

 This stands against “once saved, always saved,” yet also against anxious insecurity; God 
sustains those who keep trusting Him

 The call to persevere and the assurance of the persevering are two sides of one comfort
 The focus is on spiritual realities (crown of life, second death) and the risen, reigning Christ, 

not speculative end-times schemes

Discussion Prompts

 What does it mean that the conquering Jesus has in view is faithfulness through suffering?
 How does this passage hold together genuine assurance for the faithful and a real call to 

persevere?
 How does the promise to the overcomer guard against both presumption and anxious 

insecurity?

Question 10

Student Question:

Look back across Revelation 2:8-11 as a whole, the risen Christ, the hidden riches, the measured 
trial, and the crown of life. Name one specific area where Jesus is calling you to “be faithful” 



right now, even at a cost, and one truth from this letter that will steady you to keep enduring all 
the way to the end.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The capstone gathers the whole letter and turns it toward practice. Retrace its movement: the 
risen Christ who died and came to life, the hidden riches of a destitute church, the measured 
and bounded trial, and the crown of life promised to the faithful.

Invite students to name one specific area where Jesus is calling them to “be faithful” right now, 
even at a cost. The formation is in the particular: a specific obedience, a specific stand, a specific 
perseverance where it would be easier to compromise or quit.

Then ask for one truth from the letter that will steady them to keep enduring. The letter is full of 
such steadying truths: Christ is risen and sovereign, they are rich in Him, the trial is bounded, the 
crown is sure. Naming the one they most need anchors the lesson in their hearts.

End on the crown. Whatever Smyrna, or your students, must endure, the last word is not the 
second death but the crown of life, given by the risen Christ to those who are faithful to the end. 
Send them out seeing themselves as rich in Christ, sober about the call to endure, and fixed on 
finishing faithful.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Retracing the letter: risen Christ, hidden riches, measured trial, crown of life
 Naming a specific area where Christ calls for costly faithfulness now
 Anchoring on a specific steadying truth from the letter
 Fixing the heart on finishing faithful, all the way to the crown of life

Discussion Prompts

 In what specific area is Jesus calling you to be faithful right now, even at a cost?
 Which truth from this letter will steady you to keep enduring to the end?
 How does keeping the crown of life in view change the way you face today’s call to 

faithfulness?


