
David: A Man After God’s Own Heart, Teacher’s Guide 

Lesson 7: From Shepherd to King: The Promise of an Everlasting Throne 

2 Samuel 5:1–5; 2 Samuel 7:8–16 

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation) 

This is the most doctrinally significant lesson in the study, and it must be taught with both 
confidence and care. Historically, the passages bring David from his coronation over all Israel at 
Hebron (2 Samuel 5:1–5) to the great covenant God makes with him in 2 Samuel 7. When David 
proposes to build God a temple, God reverses the offer and promises instead to build David a 
house, a dynasty, and to establish the throne of David’s offspring forever. The nearer fulfillment 
touches Solomon, who built the temple, but the word forever reaches infinitely beyond any 
earthly successor. The doctrinal heart of the lesson is this Davidic covenant and its fulfillment, 
and getting that fulfillment right is the central task. 

Teach the fulfillment exactly as the New Testament teaches it. The promise of David’s 
everlasting throne is fulfilled in Jesus Christ, the Son of David. Peter says God had sworn to set 
one of David’s descendants on his throne and that this happened when God raised Jesus and 
seated Him at His right hand (Acts 2:29–36). Paul proclaims Jesus as the promised Son of David 
(Acts 13:22–23). The angel told Mary the Lord would give Jesus the throne of His father David 
and that He would reign forever (Luke 1:32–33). Therefore Christ is on David’s throne now, 
reigning at the right hand of God over His kingdom, the church, which was established on the 
day of Pentecost (Daniel 2:44; Mark 1:14–15; Acts 2; Colossians 1:13). The teacher should 
present this clearly and joyfully: the King is reigning, and we are in His kingdom now. 

Guard carefully against premillennialism. Do not present this promise as awaiting a future 
earthly thousand-year reign or a rebuilt political throne in Jerusalem. The throne is not empty 
and waiting; it is occupied now by the risen Christ. The kingdom is not postponed; it has come 
and we have been transferred into it. Hold this together with the lesson’s pastoral aims about 
God as the gracious giver and about His faithfulness across long waiting. Send the class home 
marveling that the promise made to a shepherd in his palace is being kept this very hour by his 
greater Son enthroned in heaven. 

Question 1 

Student Question: 

God reminds David, “I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be 
prince over my people Israel” (7:8), and recounts how He had been with him all along. What does 
this opening of the promise teach us about God as the true author of David’s rise, and about who 
deserves the credit when His people are lifted up and used? 



Commentary and Teaching Notes 

The covenant opens not with David’s greatness but with God’s grace: “I took you from the 
pasture, from following the sheep” (7:8). Before God says anything about thrones, He recounts 
what He has already done. He is the one who took David from obscurity, who was with him 
wherever he went, who cut off his enemies. The whole rise of David is credited to God. 

The teacher should let this set the tone for everything that follows. David did not climb to the 
throne by his own ambition; he was carried there by God. The God who chose the overlooked 
shepherd in Lesson 1 has now brought His purpose to pass. The emphasis throughout is on 
divine initiative and faithfulness, not human achievement. 

Draw out the lesson about credit. When God’s people are lifted up and used, the glory belongs 
to God, who is the author of their rise. This guards against the pride that so easily attends 
success. David, at the height of his career, is reminded that he is where he is because God put 
him there. 

Apply it to the class. It is healthy and humbling to trace our own histories back to the hand of 
God: the opportunities we did not create, the help we did not earn, the doors we did not open. 
Recognizing God as the author of whatever good has come keeps us grateful and dependent 
rather than proud and self-congratulating. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• God as the true author of David’s rise from pasture to throne 
• Divine initiative and faithfulness over human achievement 
• The glory belonging to God when His people are lifted up 
• Humility as the right response to success 
• Tracing our histories back to the hand of God 

Discussion Prompts 

• What does it mean that God took David from the pasture to the throne? 
• Who deserves the credit when God’s people are lifted up and used? 
• Where can you trace the good in your life back to God’s initiative? 

Question 2 

Student Question: 

God had carried David all the way from the sheepfold to the throne, working through every 
hidden and hard season. As you look back over your own life, where can you see God’s hand 
carrying you, even through times you could not understand at the moment? How does 
remembering this shape the way you face your present uncertainties? 



Commentary and Teaching Notes 

This self-question invites students to read their own lives the way God reads David’s, as a story 
of being carried. The aim is to recognize God’s hand across the whole of life, including the hard 
and confusing seasons. 

Help the class look back with new eyes. Often the seasons that made no sense at the time, the 
delays, the detours, the disappointments, turn out to have been the very means by which God 
brought us where we needed to be, as David’s wilderness years prepared him to reign. Hindsight 
frequently reveals a hand we could not see at the time. 

Then connect memory to present trust. The God who has carried us through what we could not 
understand can be trusted with the uncertainties we now face. Invite each student to name one 
season where they can now see God’s hand and one present uncertainty they will entrust to 
that same faithful God this week. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Reading our own lives as a story of being carried by God 
• Hard and confusing seasons as God’s means, seen in hindsight 
• Letting remembered faithfulness fuel present trust 
• God’s hand at work even where we could not see it 
• Facing present uncertainty in light of past faithfulness 

Discussion Prompts 

• Where can you now see God’s hand carrying you through a season you once could not 
understand? 

• How does that change the way you view your present uncertainties? 
• What present uncertainty will you entrust to God this week? 

Question 3 

Student Question: 

When David wanted to build God a house, God turned it around: “the LORD will make you a 
house,” a lasting dynasty (7:11). What does this reversal teach us about the nature of God’s 
grace, that He is fundamentally the giver and we the receivers, and how does this guard us 
against thinking we can put God in our debt by what we do for Him? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

The great reversal of the chapter is the doctrinal heart of this question. David proposes to build 
God a house, and God responds, in effect, you will not build Me a house; I will build you one 



(7:11). The roles are reversed: the one who meant to give becomes the receiver, and God 
remains, as always, the great giver. 

The teacher should draw out what this reveals about grace. God is not enriched by our service; 
He does not need a house we could build for Him. Paul makes the same point in Acts 17:25, that 
God is not served by human hands as though He needed anything. The fundamental posture of 
the creature before God is to receive. Everything we have to offer God we first received from 
Him. 

This guards against a subtle but pervasive error: the idea that we can put God in our debt by 
what we do for Him. David’s good impulse to build a temple was met not with payment but with 
a far greater gift. God will not be made a debtor. He always gives more than He receives, and He 
gives out of grace, not obligation. 

Apply it to the believer’s relationship with God. Much religious effort is quietly transactional, an 
attempt to earn favor or place God under obligation. The teacher should help the class see that 
the gospel runs the other way. We come to God first as receivers of grace, and our service flows 
out of gratitude for what we have been given, never as a means of placing Him in our debt. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• God as fundamentally the giver, we the receivers 
• Grace as gift, not transaction or payment 
• God not served by human hands as though He needed anything (Acts 17:25) 
• Guarding against the idea of putting God in our debt 
• Service flowing from gratitude, not as a means of earning favor 

Discussion Prompts 

• What does the reversal in this chapter reveal about God’s grace? 
• Why is it impossible to put God in our debt by what we do for Him? 
• How does coming to God first as a receiver change the way we serve Him? 

Question 4 

Student Question: 

Many of us relate to God mainly through what we are doing for Him, and can quietly slip into 
thinking He owes us for our service. Where have you been trying to earn God’s favor or put Him 
in your debt rather than receiving His grace as a gift? What would change if you approached Him 
first as a grateful receiver? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 



This self-question presses the giver-receiver truth into the student’s walk with God. The aim is to 
surface the transactional thinking that creeps into most of our religious lives. 

Help the class recognize the symptoms: a sense that God owes us for our service, 
disappointment or resentment when life is hard despite our faithfulness, a relationship with God 
measured mostly by performance. These reveal that we have slipped from receiving grace to 
attempting to earn favor. 

Then call for a reorientation. Approaching God first as a grateful receiver changes everything: it 
frees service from anxiety, dissolves the sense of being owed, and restores joy. Invite each 
student to name where they have been trying to earn or to put God in their debt, and one way 
they will receive His grace as a gift this week. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Surfacing transactional thinking in our walk with God 
• Symptoms: feeling God owes us, resentment in hardship, performance-measuring 
• The freedom of receiving grace rather than earning favor 
• Service from gratitude rather than to obligate God 
• Restored joy in approaching God as a receiver 

Discussion Prompts 

• Where have you slipped into thinking God owes you for your service? 
• How does that transactional posture affect your relationship with Him? 
• What would change if you came to God first as a grateful receiver this week? 

Question 5 

Student Question: 

God promised, “I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever... your throne shall be 
established forever” (7:13, 16). What does the word “forever” tell us about the kind of kingdom 
God was promising, and why could no merely human king or earthly political throne ever fulfill a 
promise like this? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

This question fastens on the word that dominates the promise: forever. “I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom forever... your throne shall be established forever” (7:13, 16). The teacher 
should help the class feel the weight of that word, because it bursts the bounds of anything 
merely human. 

Make the logic plain. Human kings die. Human dynasties rise and fall. Earthly political thrones 
are temporary by nature; the history of Israel’s monarchy itself, which would soon divide and 



eventually collapse, proves it. A throne established forever cannot finally be an earthly political 
throne occupied by a succession of mortal kings. The promise demands a King who does not die 
and a kingdom that cannot fall. 

This sets up the lesson’s climax without yet arriving at it. The forever points beyond Solomon, 
beyond every Davidic king, to one whose reign has no end. The teacher can let the class sit with 
the question the word raises: who could possibly fulfill a promise like this? The answer waits at 
Question 9, but the forever already rules out every merely human or political fulfillment. 

Apply it as a corrective to small expectations. The promise was never about restoring a national 
political kingdom that would itself eventually pass away. It was about something far greater and 
more lasting. The teacher should begin steering the class away from any expectation of a 
temporary earthly throne and toward the everlasting kingdom the word forever requires. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• The weight of “forever” in the promise 
• Human kings and earthly thrones as temporary by nature 
• A throne established forever requiring a King who never dies 
• The promise bursting beyond any merely political fulfillment 
• Steering away from expectations of a temporary earthly kingdom 

Discussion Prompts 

• What does the word “forever” tell us about the kind of kingdom God promised? 
• Why could no mortal king or earthly political throne fulfill this promise? 
• Who could possibly fulfill a promise of a throne that lasts forever? 

Question 6 

Student Question: 

God’s promise to David rested entirely on God’s own faithfulness, not on the worthiness of 
David’s descendants, many of whom proved faithless. How does it strengthen your confidence to 
know that God’s great promises are secured by His character rather than by human 
performance? Where do you need to lean on God’s faithfulness rather than your own this week? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

This self-question turns the security of the promise toward the student’s own confidence. The 
key observation is that God’s promise rested on God’s faithfulness, not on the worthiness of 
David’s descendants, who would prove repeatedly faithless. 

The teacher should draw out the comfort in this. If the promise had depended on the obedience 
of David’s heirs, it would have failed long ago. Because it depended on God’s own character and 



oath (Psalm 89:34–37), it could not fail. God’s great promises are anchored in who He is, and He 
cannot deny Himself. 

Then apply it to the believer. Our security with God does not finally rest on the steadiness of our 
performance but on the faithfulness of God to His own word in Christ. This is not license to be 
careless, but it is profound assurance for the faltering. Invite each student to name where they 
have been leaning on their own faithfulness and one way they will lean instead on God’s this 
week. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• God’s promises secured by His faithfulness, not human worthiness 
• The promise standing despite faithless descendants 
• God’s character and oath as the anchor (Psalm 89:34–37) 
• Assurance for the faltering grounded in God, not self 
• Leaning on God’s faithfulness rather than our own performance 

Discussion Prompts 

• How does it strengthen you that God’s promises rest on His faithfulness, not human 
performance? 

• Where have you been leaning on your own faithfulness rather than God’s? 
• What promise of God do you most need to lean on this week? 

Question 7 

Student Question: 

God said of David’s offspring, “He shall build a house for my name” (7:13). In the nearer sense 
this pointed to Solomon, who built the temple, but the promise of a throne established forever 
reached far beyond Solomon to a greater Son. Why can the promise not stop at Solomon or any 
earthly successor, and how does the “forever” of the promise press us to look beyond David’s 
immediate descendants? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

This question introduces the two horizons of the promise, a vital interpretive point. God says of 
David’s offspring, “He shall build a house for my name” (7:13). In the nearer horizon, this clearly 
points to Solomon, David’s son, who would build the temple in Jerusalem. The teacher should 
affirm this immediate reference plainly. 

But the promise cannot stop at Solomon, and the text itself shows why. Solomon built a temple, 
but Solomon died, and his throne did not last forever; his kingdom divided within a generation. 
The promise of a throne established forever overshoots Solomon entirely. Scripture regularly 
works this way, with a nearer fulfillment that points beyond itself to a greater and final one. 



Help the class hold both horizons without collapsing them. The promise had a real, partial 
fulfillment in Solomon and the temple, and it has its full and final fulfillment in the greater Son 
who was still to come. To stop at Solomon is to miss the forever; to ignore Solomon is to miss 
the texture of how God works. The teacher should model reading the promise on both levels. 

Apply it as training in reading Scripture. Many of God’s promises and patterns in the Old 
Testament reach beyond their immediate setting to Christ. Learning to see the nearer and the 
further horizon together guards against both a flat reading that stops too soon and a fanciful 
one that ignores the text’s own history. The forever is the signpost that points past Solomon to 
the greater King. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• The two horizons of the promise: nearer (Solomon) and further (the greater Son) 
• Solomon and the temple as the real but partial fulfillment 
• Why the promise overshoots Solomon (his throne did not last forever) 
• The biblical pattern of nearer fulfillments pointing to a final one 
• Reading Scripture on both levels without collapsing them 

Discussion Prompts 

• In what sense did the promise point to Solomon, and in what sense does it reach beyond 
him? 

• Why can the promise of a throne forever not stop at Solomon? 
• How does learning to see both horizons help us read the Old Testament rightly? 

Question 8 

Student Question: 

It is easy to settle for small, near horizons and miss the larger purposes God is working out across 
generations. How does seeing that God was weaving a centuries-long plan through David’s 
family enlarge your view of what God may be doing through your own life, family, or 
congregation, even in ways you will not live to see? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

This self-question enlarges the student’s vision through the long horizon of the promise. God 
was working a plan through David’s family that would unfold across many centuries and reach 
its goal long after David and Solomon were gone. 

Help the class feel the scale of God’s purposes. We tend to think in short horizons, our own 
lifespan, our immediate results. God thinks across generations. The promise to David was being 
kept a thousand years later in Christ. This stretches our imagination about what God may be 
doing through ordinary lives and faithful families and congregations over time. 



Then apply it to faithful sowing. Much of what God does through us we will not live to see; we 
plant what others will harvest. Invite each student to consider what faithful investment in their 
family, congregation, or community might bear fruit beyond their own lifetime, and to take up 
that long view of God’s work this week. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Enlarging our vision to God’s multi-generational purposes 
• The contrast between our short horizons and God’s long ones 
• Faithful sowing for a harvest we may not see 
• God’s work through ordinary lives, families, and congregations over time 
• Taking the long view of God’s purposes 

Discussion Prompts 

• How does seeing God’s centuries-long plan enlarge your view of what He may be doing 
through you? 

• What might you invest in now that could bear fruit beyond your lifetime? 
• How does the long view change the way you serve this week? 

Question 9 

Student Question: 

The New Testament tells us plainly how God kept this promise. Peter declares that God had 
sworn to set one of David’s descendants on his throne, and that this was fulfilled when God 
raised Jesus from the dead and seated Him at His right hand (Acts 2:29–36); Paul proclaims Jesus 
as the promised Son of David (Acts 13:22–23); and the angel told Mary that God would give 
Jesus “the throne of his father David” and that “he will reign... forever” (Luke 1:32–33). 
According to these passages, where is the throne of David now, who is sitting on it, and over 
what kingdom is He reigning? How does the New Testament teach us to understand the 
fulfillment of God’s promise to David? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

This is the climactic and most doctrinally important block in the entire study, and the teacher 
should prepare to handle it clearly and confidently. The question is simply: how did God keep 
His promise of an everlasting throne? The New Testament answers without ambiguity, and we 
must let it set the terms. 

Take the apostolic testimony in order. In Acts 2:29–36, Peter stands up on the day of Pentecost, 
notes that David died and was buried and so did not himself ascend to an unending throne, and 
declares that God had sworn an oath to set one of David’s descendants on his throne. Peter 
then says this was fulfilled in the resurrection and ascension of Jesus: God raised Him up and 
seated Him at His right hand, and from there the exalted Christ poured out the Spirit. Peter’s 



conclusion is explicit: God has made this same Jesus both Lord and Christ. The enthronement of 
the Son of David happened at the resurrection and ascension, not at some future date. Paul 
reinforces it in Acts 13:22–23, proclaiming Jesus as the promised Savior brought from David’s 
offspring, and the angel had already announced to Mary that God would give Jesus the throne 
of His father David and that He would reign forever (Luke 1:32–33). 

State the conclusion plainly to the class: the throne of David is not empty and waiting; it is 
occupied now by the risen and exalted Jesus Christ, who is reigning at the right hand of God over 
His kingdom. That kingdom is the church, the reign of Christ that was established on the day of 
Pentecost, as Daniel had foreseen a kingdom set up by the God of heaven that would never be 
destroyed (Daniel 2:44), and as Jesus announced when He came preaching that the kingdom of 
God was at hand (Mark 1:14–15). Believers have already been transferred into the kingdom of 
God’s beloved Son (Colossians 1:13). The King reigns now, and His subjects are gathered now. 

Here the teacher must guard carefully against premillennialism. Do not present this promise as 
awaiting a future earthly thousand-year reign, and do not look for a rebuilt political throne in 
Jerusalem. To say the throne is still empty, or that Christ’s reign is postponed to some coming 
earthly kingdom, directly contradicts Peter, who says Christ is enthroned now. Christ is not a 
king-in-waiting; He is the reigning Lord. His kingdom is not earthly and political but the spiritual 
reign He exercises from heaven over His people. Let the class leave with the settled, joyful 
conviction that the promise made to a shepherd in his palace has been gloriously kept: his 
greater Son sits on an everlasting throne this very hour, and all who are in Christ are citizens of a 
kingdom that can never be shaken. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• The Davidic covenant fulfilled in Jesus, the Son of David 
• Peter: David died, but God enthroned the risen Christ at His right hand (Acts 2:29–36) 
• Jesus made both Lord and Christ at the resurrection and ascension 
• Paul proclaiming Jesus as the promised Son of David (Acts 13:22–23); the angel’s word (Luke 

1:32–33) 
• The kingdom as Christ’s present reign, the church established at Pentecost (Daniel 2:44; 

Mark 1:14–15; Acts 2; Colossians 1:13) 
• Against premillennialism: no future earthly thousand-year reign, no rebuilt political throne; 

the throne is occupied now 
• Christ as the reigning Lord, not a king-in-waiting 

Discussion Prompts 

• According to Peter, where is the throne of David now and who is sitting on it? 
• Over what kingdom is Christ reigning, and when did it begin? 
• Why does the New Testament rule out the idea that David’s throne is empty and awaiting a 

future earthly reign? 



Question 10 

Student Question: 

Look back across both passages, the shepherd made king and the promise of an everlasting 
throne. Name one specific way you sense Jesus, the reigning Son of David, forming you through 
this part of David’s story. What is the single truth about God’s faithfulness, or about Christ’s 
present reign, that you most need to carry into this week? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

The capstone gathers this great lesson and turns it toward worship and response. The class has 
climbed from the shepherd made king to the promise of an everlasting throne, and has seen 
that promise kept in the reigning Christ. Now the aim is one specific, personal response. 

Encourage concreteness. One student may be moved to fresh trust in God’s faithfulness over 
long waiting; another to come to God as a grateful receiver rather than a striver; another to live 
as a present citizen of Christ’s kingdom under His present reign; another simply to worship the 
enthroned Son of David. The value is in one real truth taking hold. 

Close by directing the class’s eyes upward to the throne. We do not serve a memory or wait for 
a postponed king; we belong to a kingdom whose King is reigning now. The teacher should send 
the class out marveling that the God who kept His thousand-year promise to David is the same 
God who keeps His promises to us, and that the Christ enthroned in heaven is even now forming 
His people into citizens worthy of His everlasting kingdom. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Moving from the mountaintop of the promise to personal response 
• Naming one concrete way the reigning Christ is forming us 
• Living as present citizens under Christ’s present reign 
• Worship of the enthroned Son of David 
• God’s faithfulness to David as assurance of His faithfulness to us 

Discussion Prompts 

• Which truth from this lesson is God pressing on you most directly? 
• What does it mean for your daily life that Christ is reigning now as King? 
• How will you respond this week to the faithfulness of the God who keeps His promises? 


