
Abraham: The Father of the Faithful 

Lesson 2: When Faith Falters: Abram in Egypt -- Genesis 12:10–20 

The ink is barely dry on the promise. Just a few verses ago God called Abram out of Haran, 
swore to make him a great nation, and Abram built altars across the land of Canaan and called 
on the name of the LORD. We expect the next chapter of a hero’s life to be triumph. Instead, the 
very first thing that happens after the great act of faith is a famine. The fields dry up, the wells 
drop low, the flocks grow thin, and the promised land suddenly looks like a place where a man 
could starve. The God who called him has gone quiet, and Abram has a decision to make. 

So Abram does what desperate people have always done: he heads for Egypt, where the Nile 
keeps the grain growing even when everything else fails. Notice what the text does not tell us. It 
does not say Abram prayed. It does not say he built an altar and called on the LORD as he had 
done so faithfully before. It does not say God told him to go. The man of faith, under the 
pressure of hunger and fear, quietly stops consulting the God who has never failed him and 
starts managing the crisis on his own. 

And managing it leads him straight into deception. Sarai is beautiful, and Abram is afraid. “They 
will kill me to get to you,” he reasons, “so tell them you are my sister.” It is not a complete lie; 
she really is his half-sister. But it is a half-truth designed to save his own skin, and it puts his 
wife, the mother of the promised child, into Pharaoh’s harem. The father of the faithful, the 
man God chose to bless the whole world, trades his wife’s honor for his own safety. This is not 
the Abram we met on the road out of Haran. This is a believer with his faith in free fall. 

And here is the surprise that makes this one of the most hopeful chapters in Abram’s whole 
story: God does not abandon him. When Abram’s scheme endangers everything, God Himself 
steps in, afflicts Pharaoh’s house, exposes the lie, and rescues Sarai and the promise Abram had 
recklessly risked. Abram contributes nothing to his own rescue except the mess. The covenant 
survives, not because the man was faithful, but because God was. If you have ever wondered 
whether your failures can sink God’s purposes, watch what He does here. 

Group Discussion: Abram had just demonstrated remarkable faith in leaving Haran, yet the 
moment a famine struck he stopped consulting God and resorted to a fearful, self-protective 
scheme. Why do you think even people of strong faith so often falter precisely when pressure 
and fear close in? What does this say about the difference between a single act of faith and a 
continuing life of trust? 

Personal Reflection: Think about a recent moment when fear or pressure tempted you to take 
control and protect yourself rather than trust God. Did you, like Abram, quietly stop praying and 
start managing the situation on your own terms? What does your instinct in that moment reveal 
about where your trust runs thin? 



Read Genesis 12:10–20 

Study Questions 

1. When famine struck, Abram went down to Egypt, and the text never records that he prayed, 
built an altar, or sought the LORD as he had done before (vv. 10–13). What does this 
opening scene reveal about how even genuine, tested faith can falter under pressure, and 
what was missing from Abram’s response to the crisis? 

2. Abram faced a real threat (famine, and the fear of being killed) and responded by taking 
control and protecting himself. In what specific situation in your life does fear most tempt 
you to seize control rather than trust God, and what does that instinct reveal about where 
your trust runs thin? 

3. Abram told Sarai to say she was his sister, which was technically true (she was his half-sister, 
Genesis 20:12) but was used to deceive (vv. 11–13). What does this half-truth teach us 
about the nature of deception, and why does Scripture treat a misleading truth as a lie even 
when the words are accurate? 

4. Abram’s lie was designed to protect himself at his wife’s expense. Where are you tempted 
to shade the truth, leave a false impression, or tell a self-protective half-truth to keep 
yourself safe or comfortable? Name the kind of situation where you are most prone to it. 

5. When Abram’s scheme endangered Sarai and the promised line, the LORD intervened, 
afflicting Pharaoh’s house and rescuing Sarai (vv. 17–20). What does God’s intervention 
reveal about His faithfulness to His covenant promise, even when the man He called has 
failed badly? 

6. God remained faithful to Abram precisely when Abram was faithless. When you have failed 
God, are you more tempted to despair (assuming your failure has disqualified you) or to 
presume (assuming your sin does not really matter)? How does God’s faithfulness here 
speak to that temptation? 

7. It is Pharaoh, a pagan king, who ends up rebuking Abram: “What is this you have done to 
me?” (v. 18). Abram, the man of God, stands silent under the correction of an unbeliever. 
What does this striking reversal teach us, and how does God sometimes use unexpected 
people to confront His own? 

8. Pharaoh’s rebuke was deserved, and Abram had no answer. When you are corrected, 
especially by someone you would not expect to be in the right, do you tend to defend 
yourself or receive it honestly? Where might God be using an uncomfortable rebuke to call 
you back to faithfulness? 

9. Abram is called the father of the faithful, yet here he sins badly, and God preserves both 
Sarai and the covenant anyway. How does this passage help us hold together the reality of 
genuine faith and genuine failure in the same person, without sliding into either despair 
over our sin or presumption that our sin does not matter? And how does it show that the 
promise rests finally on God’s faithfulness, while still calling us to a faith that repents and 
keeps trusting and obeying? 



10. Look back across the whole episode. You have watched a man of real faith stumble into fear 
and deception, and you have watched God remain faithful and rescue what Abram nearly 
threw away. Name one specific way Jesus is forming you through this part of Abram’s story. 
What is the single lesson about fear, honesty, or God’s faithfulness that you most need to 
carry into this week? 

Now or Later 

Reflect on these passages: Genesis 20:1–18, Abram falls into the very same deception again with 
Abimelech; Genesis 26:1–11, Isaac later repeats his father’s sin, showing how our failures can 
echo down to our children; Proverbs 29:25, the fear of man lays a snare, but whoever trusts in 
the LORD is safe; 2 Timothy 2:13, if we are faithless He remains faithful, for He cannot deny 
Himself; Psalm 105:8–15, God guarded the patriarchs and rebuked kings for their sake 


