
Abraham: The Father of the Faithful, Teacher’s Guide 

Lesson 2: When Faith Falters: Abram in Egypt 

Genesis 12:10–20 

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation) 

This lesson follows immediately on the high point of Abram’s call, and the contrast is the whole 
point. Genesis 12:10–20 is the first recorded failure of the father of the faithful, and it comes 
startlingly soon after his greatest act of obedience. A famine in Canaan (the very land God 
promised) drives Abram to Egypt, where fear leads him to a self-protective half-truth that puts 
Sarai, and with her the entire covenant promise, in jeopardy. The historical setting matters: 
Sarai really was Abram’s half-sister (Genesis 20:12), so the lie is a true statement bent toward 
deception, which makes it a useful case study in the honesty God requires. 

The doctrinal center of the lesson is the relationship between human failure and divine 
faithfulness. Abram contributes nothing to his own rescue; God alone intervenes, afflicting 
Pharaoh’s house and preserving Sarai and the promised line. Help the class see that the 
covenant survives because God is faithful, not because Abram was. At the same time, guard 
against two errors. Do not let the lesson drift toward a presumptuous “sin does not matter 
because grace covers it,” and do not let it drift toward an “once saved, always saved” 
complacency. Abram’s sin had real and dangerous consequences, and the call throughout is to a 
faith that repents and keeps trusting and obeying. The good news is that God is faithful to the 
faltering; the warning is that we are still called to walk faithfully. 

Pastorally, this is one of the most encouraging lessons in the study, and many in the room will 
need it. Every believer knows the gap between a mountaintop commitment and the fearful 
compromise that follows. The aim is not to excuse Abram or ourselves, but to help students see 
that God’s purposes are not hostage to our worst moments, and to lead them to honest 
repentance and renewed trust rather than either despair or presumption. 

Question 1 

Student Question: 

When famine struck, Abram went down to Egypt, and the text never records that he prayed, built 
an altar, or sought the LORD as he had done before (vv. 10–13). What does this opening scene 
reveal about how even genuine, tested faith can falter under pressure, and what was missing 
from Abram’s response to the crisis? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

Set the scene by drawing the contrast with the previous lesson. In Genesis 12:1–9, every time 
God appeared, Abram responded with an altar and called on the name of the LORD. Here, under 



the pressure of famine, that pattern abruptly disappears. The narrative is conspicuously silent: 
no prayer, no altar, no word from God, no word to God. The man who had been walking in step 
with God begins moving on his own. 

Help the class notice what was actually missing. It was not courage or resourcefulness; Abram 
had plenty of both. What was missing was dependence. The famine was real and the danger was 
real, but Abram met them by calculating rather than by trusting. Faith does not mean we ignore 
problems; it means we bring them to God before we start managing them. 

Make the point about tested faith. A single dramatic act of obedience, like leaving Haran, does 
not immunize a person against later failure. Faith is not a trophy we win once and keep on the 
shelf; it is a daily dependence that must be renewed under each new pressure. The same Abram 
can be heroic on Monday and fearful on Tuesday, and so can we. 

Apply it gently. Pressure has a way of crowding out prayer. When the crisis hits, our first move 
reveals our real theology. Abram’s drift from the altar to the scheme is the drift every believer is 
prone to, and naming it helps the class guard against it. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• The difference between a single act of faith and a continuing life of trust 
• Dependence on God as the heart of faith, not mere courage or competence 
• How pressure and fear crowd out prayer 
• The danger of meeting real problems by calculation rather than trust 
• Tested faith must be renewed daily under each new pressure 

Discussion Prompts 

• Why is it significant that the text records no prayer or altar in this episode? 
• What does our first instinct in a crisis reveal about our real trust in God? 
• How can we keep dependence on God from disappearing when pressure rises? 

Question 2 

Student Question: 

Abram faced a real threat (famine, and the fear of being killed) and responded by taking control 
and protecting himself. In what specific situation in your life does fear most tempt you to seize 
control rather than trust God, and what does that instinct reveal about where your trust runs 
thin? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

This first self-examining question turns Abram’s instinct into a mirror. Everyone has a pressure 
point, a category of threat where trust gives way to control: finances, health, the safety of 



children, reputation, the future. Help the class locate their own, because the temptation to seize 
control is rarely general; it attaches to specific fears. 

Draw out the link between fear and control. When we do not trust that God will handle 
something, we feel we must handle it ourselves, and so we grasp, manage, manipulate, and 
sometimes deceive. Control is what fear does with its hands. Abram’s scheme was simply fear 
taking matters into its own grip. 

Move toward the diagnostic question: what does this reveal? The areas where we cannot let go 
are the areas where, functionally, we trust ourselves more than God. Naming the specific fear is 
the first step toward bringing it back under His care. Invite the class to be concrete, not abstract. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Fear expressing itself as the need to control 
• Identifying the specific pressure points where trust gives way 
• What our inability to let go reveals about misplaced trust 
• Bringing specific fears back under God’s care 

Discussion Prompts 

• What is the specific fear that most tempts you to take control? 
• How does seizing control usually make a situation worse rather than better? 
• What would trusting God look like in that exact situation? 

Question 3 

Student Question: 

Abram told Sarai to say she was his sister, which was technically true (she was his half-sister, 
Genesis 20:12) but was used to deceive (vv. 11–13). What does this half-truth teach us about the 
nature of deception, and why does Scripture treat a misleading truth as a lie even when the 
words are accurate? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

Be precise about the facts. Genesis 20:12 reveals that Sarai genuinely was Abram’s half-sister, so 
his statement was not a bald falsehood. This is what makes the episode such a clear teaching 
case. The words were accurate, but they were arranged to create a false impression and to hide 
the truth that mattered most: she was his wife. 

Draw out the biblical principle. Deception is a matter of intent and effect, not merely of literal 
accuracy. The aim of Abram’s words was to make Pharaoh believe something untrue so that 
Abram would be safe. Scripture condemns the heart that seeks to mislead (compare Ephesians 



4:25, “speak the truth with his neighbor”), not just the technically false sentence. A half-truth 
told to deceive is a lie wearing a disguise. 

Note the corrosive nature of self-protective deception. Abram’s lie did not stay small. It 
endangered his wife, drew an innocent man (Pharaoh) into sin, and put the covenant promise at 
risk. Deception almost never harms only the deceiver; it spreads outward and entangles others. 

Help the class see why honesty is an act of faith. Abram lied because he did not believe God 
would protect him if he told the truth. Truth-telling, especially when it is costly, is a way of 
trusting that God can be trusted with the outcome. The liar is, at bottom, managing his own 
safety instead of resting in God’s. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Deception measured by intent and effect, not merely literal accuracy 
• The half-truth as a lie in disguise 
• Speaking truth with our neighbor (Ephesians 4:25) 
• How self-protective deception spreads to harm others 
• Honesty as an act of faith that trusts God with the outcome 

Discussion Prompts 

• Why does a technically true statement still count as a lie when meant to deceive? 
• How does telling the truth require us to trust God with the consequences? 
• Where have you seen a “small” deception entangle other people? 

Question 4 

Student Question: 

Abram’s lie was designed to protect himself at his wife’s expense. Where are you tempted to 
shade the truth, leave a false impression, or tell a self-protective half-truth to keep yourself safe 
or comfortable? Name the kind of situation where you are most prone to it. 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

This question makes the previous one personal. Most of us do not tell dramatic lies, but almost 
all of us shade the truth in self-protective ways: the convenient omission, the exaggeration that 
makes us look better, the vague answer that dodges responsibility, the impression we let stand 
because correcting it would cost us. Help the class recognize the ordinary, respectable forms of 
Abram’s sin. 

Locate the common settings: at work, where honesty might cost a deal or expose a mistake; in 
relationships, where the truth would invite conflict; in our self-presentation, where we curate an 



image that is not quite real. The point is not to manufacture guilt but to bring hidden habits into 
the light. 

Press toward the same root: fear. We shade the truth because we are afraid of what honesty 
will cost us. The remedy is to trust that God is able to take care of us when we tell the truth, and 
to value His approval more than our own safety. Invite each person to name one concrete 
situation where they will choose costly honesty this week. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• The ordinary, respectable forms of self-protective deception 
• Convenient omissions, exaggerations, and curated impressions 
• Fear as the root of dishonesty 
• Valuing God’s approval above personal safety or comfort 

Discussion Prompts 

• What kind of situation most tempts you to shade the truth? 
• What are you usually afraid the truth will cost you? 
• Where is God calling you to choose costly honesty this week? 

Question 5 

Student Question: 

When Abram’s scheme endangered Sarai and the promised line, the LORD intervened, afflicting 
Pharaoh’s house and rescuing Sarai (vv. 17–20). What does God’s intervention reveal about His 
faithfulness to His covenant promise, even when the man He called has failed badly? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

Direct attention to who acts in verses 17 through 20. It is not Abram. He devised the scheme, 
but he does nothing to undo it. The rescuer is God, who afflicts Pharaoh’s house and forces the 
truth into the open. Abram is a passive bystander to his own deliverance. This is grace in its 
starkest form: God cleaning up a mess the believer made. 

Tie the rescue to the covenant. Sarai was not just Abram’s wife; she was the appointed mother 
of the promised child through whom all nations would be blessed. By protecting her, God was 
protecting the promise of Genesis 12:1–3, and ultimately the line that would lead to Christ. 
God’s faithfulness here is not sentimental; it is the LORD guarding His redemptive purpose 
against even the failures of His chosen servant. 

Let the class feel the comfort and the weight together. The comfort: God’s great purposes do 
not collapse because we falter. The weight: God’s faithfulness is His own, not a reward Abram 



earned, and it should produce gratitude and renewed obedience, not casual presumption. This 
balance sets up Question 9. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• God as the sole actor in Abram’s rescue, a picture of grace 
• God’s protection of Sarai as protection of the covenant promise 
• The LORD guarding the messianic line that leads to Christ 
• God’s faithfulness grounded in His own character, not our merit 

Discussion Prompts 

• Who actually rescues Abram, and why does that matter? 
• How does protecting Sarai connect to the promise of Genesis 12:1–3? 
• How should God’s faithfulness in our failures shape our response to Him? 

Question 6 

Student Question: 

God remained faithful to Abram precisely when Abram was faithless. When you have failed God, 
are you more tempted to despair (assuming your failure has disqualified you) or to presume 
(assuming your sin does not really matter)? How does God’s faithfulness here speak to that 
temptation? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

Name the two ditches plainly, because most people lean toward one. Some hear of their failure 
and collapse into despair, certain they have forfeited God’s favor for good. Others hear of God’s 
faithfulness and grow careless, treating grace as permission. Help each person identify which 
ditch is theirs; we usually know. 

Speak to the despairing first. God’s rescue of Abram says that your failure does not have the 
final word, and your sin does not exhaust His faithfulness. The father of the faithful failed and 
was restored; so can you. Repentance, not despair, is the road back. 

Then speak to the presumptuous. God’s faithfulness is never a license to sin. Abram’s deception 
caused real harm and was no small thing. The proper response to grace is gratitude that leads to 
obedience, not complacency that abuses it (compare Romans 6:1–2). God is faithful to the 
faltering, but He calls the faltering back to faithfulness. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• The two ditches of despair and presumption 
• Repentance, not despair, as the road back after failure 
• Grace as no license to sin (Romans 6:1–2) 



• Gratitude leading to renewed obedience 

Discussion Prompts 

• Which ditch, despair or presumption, are you more prone to fall into? 
• How does God’s faithfulness to Abram answer the despairing heart? 
• How does it also answer the careless heart? 

Question 7 

Student Question: 

It is Pharaoh, a pagan king, who ends up rebuking Abram: “What is this you have done to me?” 
(v. 18). Abram, the man of God, stands silent under the correction of an unbeliever. What does 
this striking reversal teach us, and how does God sometimes use unexpected people to confront 
His own? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

Let the irony land. The man chosen to be a blessing to all nations is here rebuked by a pagan 
king for bringing trouble on his house. The roles are completely reversed: the believer is in the 
wrong, and the unbeliever speaks the truth. Abram has no defense and offers none. 

Draw the lesson about God’s freedom to correct us through anyone. God is not limited to 
rebuking His people through prophets and saints. He can and does use neighbors, coworkers, 
even opponents and unbelievers to confront sin in His people. When the criticism is true, the 
source does not make it less true. Humility receives the rebuke; pride dismisses it because of 
who delivered it. 

Note Abram’s silence. There is no record of excuse or argument. Sometimes the most honest 
response to a deserved rebuke is to say nothing in our own defense. This sets up the personal 
question that follows about how we receive correction. 

Apply the witness angle as well. Abram’s sin had made the people of God look worse than the 
people of Egypt. Our failures are not private; they shape how outsiders see the faith we claim. 
The man called to bless the nations had, in this moment, become a stumbling block to them. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• God’s freedom to correct His people through unexpected, even unbelieving, voices 
• Truth remains true regardless of who speaks it 
• Humility that receives rebuke versus pride that dismisses the messenger 
• The public witness damaged by a believer’s failure 
• Silence as an honest response to deserved correction 

Discussion Prompts 



• Why is it significant that a pagan king is the one telling the truth here? 
• How do we tend to react when correction comes from someone we look down on? 
• How can our failures affect the way outsiders view our faith? 

Question 8 

Student Question: 

Pharaoh’s rebuke was deserved, and Abram had no answer. When you are corrected, especially 
by someone you would not expect to be in the right, do you tend to defend yourself or receive it 
honestly? Where might God be using an uncomfortable rebuke to call you back to faithfulness? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

This question presses the reversal into the student’s own life. Our instinct under correction is 
usually defense: we explain, we minimize, we attack the credibility of the one correcting us, 
especially if we consider ourselves their spiritual superior. Help the class recognize that reflex in 
themselves. 

Reframe correction as a gift. Proverbs repeatedly says the wise love reproof and only fools hate 
it (Proverbs 9:8–9; 12:1). A rebuke that is true, however unwelcome its source, is one of God’s 
instruments for keeping us on the path. The question is whether we will receive it. 

Make it concrete and current. Ask the class to consider whether there is a piece of criticism they 
have been resisting, perhaps from a spouse, a coworker, a younger believer, or someone they 
do not respect, that may actually be God calling them back. The hard rebuke we want to dismiss 
is often the one we most need to heed. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• The reflex to defend rather than receive correction 
• Correction as a gift and instrument of God (Proverbs 9:8–9; 12:1) 
• Pride that filters truth by the status of the messenger 
• Discerning God’s voice in an unwelcome rebuke 

Discussion Prompts 

• What is your usual first reaction when someone corrects you? 
• Is there a current criticism you have been resisting that may be true? 
• How might God be using that rebuke to call you back to faithfulness? 

Question 9 

Student Question: 



Abram is called the father of the faithful, yet here he sins badly, and God preserves both Sarai 
and the covenant anyway. How does this passage help us hold together the reality of genuine 
faith and genuine failure in the same person, without sliding into either despair over our sin or 
presumption that our sin does not matter? And how does it show that the promise rests finally 
on God’s faithfulness, while still calling us to a faith that repents and keeps trusting and 
obeying? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

This is the heaviest doctrinal block, and it gathers the whole lesson. Begin by refusing both easy 
answers. Some would protect Abram’s reputation by excusing the lie; others would use his 
failure to deny he had real faith at all. Scripture does neither. It holds both truths at once: 
Abram is genuinely the man of faith, and Abram genuinely sinned. The Christian life is lived in 
that tension. 

Establish the ground of assurance. The covenant survived because God is faithful, not because 
Abram performed. This is the deep comfort of the gospel: our standing rests finally on God’s 
faithfulness in Christ, not on the perfection of our discipleship (compare 2 Timothy 2:13). A 
believer who stumbles has not instantly undone the work of God. Speak this clearly to any in the 
room crushed by their failures. 

Now guard the truth on the other side, carefully. God’s faithfulness is not a guarantee that sin 
carries no consequences or that we may presume on grace. Abram’s lie did real damage, and 
Scripture warns plainly against treating grace as license (Romans 6:1–2) and against the 
complacency of thinking we cannot fall (1 Corinthians 10:12; Hebrews 3:12–14). The faithfulness 
of God toward the faltering is meant to lead us to repentance, not to carelessness. 

Hold the two together with the language this study uses throughout. We are saved and kept by 
grace, received through a living faith, a faith that trusts and obeys. Such a faith is not sinless, but 
it is repentant; when it falls, it gets up, confesses, and keeps walking with God. Abram’s later life 
shows exactly this pattern. The point is neither that failure disqualifies us nor that it does not 
matter, but that the faithful God restores the repentant and calls them onward. 

Finally, resist two specific doctrinal errors as you teach this. Do not present God’s preservation 
of Abram as proof of an unconditional “once saved, always saved” security that no sin can 
threaten; Scripture warns that we can fall away and must remain faithful (Hebrews 6:4–6; 
Galatians 5:4). And do not present saving faith as a single past decision that makes present 
obedience optional. The faith that saves is the faith that, even after stumbling, returns and 
follows. That is the faith of the father of the faithful. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Genuine faith and genuine failure coexisting in the same person 
• Assurance grounded in God’s faithfulness, not our performance (2 Timothy 2:13) 



• Grace as no license to sin (Romans 6:1–2) 
• The warning against presumption and the possibility of falling away (1 Corinthians 10:12; 

Hebrews 3:12–14; 6:4–6; Galatians 5:4) 
• Saving faith as a living, repentant trust that gets up and keeps obeying 
• Rejecting both despair over sin and presumption about sin 

Discussion Prompts 

• How can someone be truly a person of faith and yet genuinely sin? 
• Why is it dangerous to ground our assurance in our own performance? 
• How does a repentant, obedient faith differ from both despair and presumption? 

Question 10 

Student Question: 

Look back across the whole episode. You have watched a man of real faith stumble into fear and 
deception, and you have watched God remain faithful and rescue what Abram nearly threw 
away. Name one specific way Jesus is forming you through this part of Abram’s story. What is 
the single lesson about fear, honesty, or God’s faithfulness that you most need to carry into this 
week? 

Commentary and Teaching Notes 

Bring the lesson to a personal landing. Press for one specific takeaway, not a summary. Some 
will need to confess a fear that has been driving them to control or deceive; others will need to 
receive the comfort that God is faithful even to their failures; others will need to repent of a 
particular half-truth. Let each name their own. 

Point them to Jesus directly. Where Abram lied to save his own life, Jesus told the truth though 
it cost Him His life. Where Abram’s fear endangered his bride, Jesus’ faith secured His. The same 
God who remained faithful to a faltering Abram has, in Christ, bound Himself to us with an even 
deeper faithfulness. Forming us into Christ’s image means growing in the courage to be honest 
and to trust the Father with the outcome. 

Close with hope, not heaviness. The aim is a faith that, like Abram’s, gets up after a fall and 
keeps walking with God. Encourage the class that the God who rescued Abram is able to rescue 
and reform them too. 

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues 

• Moving from Abram’s failure to honest self-examination and repentance 
• Jesus as the One who told the truth at the cost of His life 
• Being formed into Christ’s honesty and trust 
• Hope for the believer who has fallen and wants to walk again 



Discussion Prompts 

• What single lesson from this episode do you most need this week? 
• How does Jesus’ faithfulness encourage you where your faith has faltered? 
• What is one concrete step of honesty or trust you will take? 


