
The Song of Solomon, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 6: Love Strong as Death; Final Words

Song of Solomon 8:5–14

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

This is the lesson the whole study has been climbing toward, so teach it as a summit and not as a 
footnote. Everything in the Song to this point, the longing, the seeking, the wedding, the night of 
separation and reunion, has been the long ascent toward 8:6–7. Here love finally speaks about 
itself, and what it says is staggering: love is strong as death, the grave cannot have the last word 
over it, no flood can drown it, and no fortune can buy it. What is at stake is nothing less than 
whether your students believe that such love is real and available to them, or whether they 
have quietly settled for something thinner, a love that flickers, that is for sale, that the first flood 
washes away. The text insists on more, and so must we.

Handle the climax with both reverence and aim. Show that the “most vehement flame” is, in the 
Hebrew, the very flame of the LORD, that covenant love at its highest is a fire kindled by God 
Himself and burning with His own faithfulness. Then, where it is natural and accurate, lift their 
eyes to Christ. The love of a husband for his wife is a true and good thing in its own right, the 
lifelong, exclusive, one-flesh union of one man and one woman, and it is also a window onto the 
love of Christ for His church (Ephesians 5:25–32). Do not force every detail of the Song into 
allegory. But do let them see that the One whose love is truly stronger than death is the One 
who went down into the floods of death and came up again, leading His bride up from the 
wilderness.

The spiritual formation aim is this: that each student would leave not merely informed about 
love but resolved to be sealed to Christ and faithful to Him to the end, and, for the married, 
freshly committed to covenant love in the home. This is the last lesson. Land it. Give them room 
in Q10 to look back across the whole Song and name one concrete way the Lord has been 
forming them, and call them, gently and clearly, to a love that endures, the kind of love that 
begins in obedient faith, in repentance and confession and baptism into Christ (Acts 2:38; 
Romans 6:3–4), and is kept faithful all the way home.

Question 1

Student Question:

In Song of Solomon 8:5 the bride comes up from the wilderness “leaning upon her beloved.” 
What does this opening picture teach about the nature of covenant love, and how does it set up 
the great declaration that follows?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



The final movement of the Song opens with a question voiced from the watching community: 
“Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved?” We heard a 
similar question earlier in the Song when the bride came up in royal splendor. Now the picture is 
quieter and, in a way, deeper. She is not enthroned on a carriage. She is on her feet, walking, 
and she is leaning. The wilderness is behind her. Home is ahead. And the strength that carries 
her is not finally her own.

Leaning is the posture of trust. In the ancient world, as now, to lean your weight on another 
person is to make a confession with your body: I have decided you will hold me. It is the 
opposite of the self-sufficiency our culture prizes. The bride is not less of a person for leaning; 
she is more fully herself, because she has given herself away and is being carried. This is the 
heartbeat of covenant love. It is not two independent people negotiating from a safe distance. It 
is two people who have entrusted their balance to each other.

Notice that this opening picture is the doorway to the whole climax. Before love says the great 
words about itself in verses 6 and 7, the Spirit shows us love in action: a woman leaning, a man 
bearing her weight, both coming up out of the wilderness toward home. The declaration that 
follows is not abstract theory. It is the meaning of what we are looking at. Love that is strong as 
death looks, on the ground, like two people who will not let go of each other on the long walk 
home.

And for the Christian, the picture opens wider still. The whole life of faith is a coming up from 
the wilderness leaning on a Beloved who is strong enough to bear us. We do not climb out of sin 
and death by our own grip. We lean. “Cast all your care upon him; for he careth for you” (1 
Peter 5:7). The bride leaning on her beloved is a true picture of marriage, and a truer picture still 
of the soul leaning on Christ all the way home.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Covenant love is not self-sufficient independence; it is mutual entrustment, pictured here as 
leaning.

 The watching community’s question (“Who is this?”) frames the bride’s love as something 
visible and worth marveling at.

 The wilderness behind and home ahead frame love as a journey endured together, not a 
feeling enjoyed in a moment.

 Leaning is trust expressed in the body; it confesses dependence without shame.
 The picture sets up 8:6–7: the great words about love are the meaning of two people 

walking home together.
 For the believer, the life of faith itself is coming up from the wilderness leaning on Christ (1 

Peter 5:7).

Discussion Prompts

 Why do you think the Song shows us love leaning before it lets love speak about itself?



 What is the difference between leaning on someone and merely needing someone? Can you 
name it?

 How is the Christian life pictured here as coming up from the wilderness, and who is the One 
we lean on?

Question 2

Student Question:

Think honestly about your own relationships and your walk with God. What does it look like for 
you to genuinely lean, and what fears keep you standing rigidly on your own two feet instead?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

It is one thing to admire leaning in a poem; it is another to do it. Most of us have learned, often 
the hard way, to stand rigidly on our own two feet. We were let down once, or many times, and 
we decided privately that the only safe weight to bear is our own. We call it strength. The Song 
quietly calls it the wilderness, the place you are still trying to come up out of alone.

Leaning requires that you let your guard down enough to be carried, and that is precisely what 
fear refuses. Fear whispers that if you lean and the other person steps away, you will fall and be 
humiliated. So we keep a little of our weight on our own foot, just in case. We stay in 
relationships, even in our relationship with God, with one hand on the exit. And the tragedy is 
that the love we most want is exactly the love we will not let ourselves receive.

Be honest with yourself in this question. Where are you holding your own weight? Is it with your 
spouse, where you have decided it is safer not to need too much? Is it with the church, where 
you keep people at arm’s length so they cannot disappoint you? Is it with God Himself, where 
you say you trust Him but quietly run your life as if everything depends on your grip? The first 
step out of the wilderness is to name the rigidity for what it is.

And then to lean anyway, in the one place that will never give way. Human beings, even the best 
of them, can step aside; the Lord cannot. “He is faithful that promised” (Hebrews 10:23). 
Learning to lean on Him is the school in which we slowly become able to lean on the people He 
has given us. Faith in God is the training ground for trust in marriage, in friendship, in the family 
of the church.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Self-sufficiency often masquerades as strength while actually being unhealed fear.
 Keeping “one hand on the exit” in relationships and with God blocks the very love we long 

for.
 Naming the specific place we refuse to lean is the first step out of the wilderness.
 God is the one person who never steps aside; leaning on Him is always safe (Hebrews 

10:23).



 Trusting God is the training ground for learning to trust the people He gives us.

Discussion Prompts

 Where specifically do you keep “one hand on the exit,” and what are you afraid would 
happen if you let go?

 Is it harder for you to lean on people or on God, and why do you think that is?
 What would be one small, concrete way to lean this week instead of standing rigid?

Question 3

Student Question:

In 8:6 the bride asks to be set “as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm.” What did a 
seal mean in the ancient world, and what does this request reveal about love’s longing for 
permanence and belonging?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

“Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm.” This is the bride’s request, and to 
feel its weight we have to understand a seal. In the ancient world a seal was a deeply personal 
thing, often a signet ring or an engraved stone worn on a cord. Pressed into wax or clay, it left a 
mark that said: this belongs to me, this is authorized by me, this carries my name. A seal was 
identity and ownership and authority all in one. To wear a seal was to carry, always and visibly, 
the mark of who you were.

So when the bride says “set me as a seal upon thine heart,” she is asking to be pressed 
permanently into her beloved’s identity. Not a guest in his life, not an item on his schedule, but 
a mark on his very heart and arm, the place of affection and the place of strength. She is asking 
to be inseparable from who he is and what he does. This is love’s deep longing: not merely to be 
enjoyed but to belong, fully and permanently, with no expiration date.

Hear how different this is from the way our age often speaks of love. We are taught to keep our 
options open, to avoid being defined by another person, to fear being possessed. But the bride 
asks to be possessed, in the holy sense, to be claimed, named, owned in covenant. She is not 
losing herself; she is giving herself, which is the only way love has ever worked. There is no real 
love that does not want to belong.

And here the Scriptures point us forward. The believer is described as one whom God has 
“sealed” with His Spirit: “in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy 
Spirit of promise” (Ephesians 1:13). The deepest longing of the bride, to be a permanent mark 
on her beloved’s heart, is answered most fully in Christ, who has set His own people as a seal 
upon His heart, claimed and named and kept. What human love reaches for, divine love 
completes.



Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 A seal in the ancient world meant identity, ownership, and authority pressed permanently 
onto something.

 To be “set as a seal” is to ask to belong fully and permanently, not merely to be enjoyed 
temporarily.

 Love longs to be claimed and to belong; this is the opposite of the culture’s fear of being 
“possessed.”

 Giving yourself in covenant is not losing yourself but the only way love has ever worked.
 The believer is sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise (Ephesians 1:13), the fullest answer to 

this longing.
 Christ has set His people as a seal upon His own heart, claimed and kept.

Discussion Prompts

 What does it mean to you that love longs not just to be enjoyed but to belong?
 Why do you think our culture fears being “possessed” by another, and where is that fear 

right and where is it wrong?
 How does it change things to know that God has sealed His people to Himself permanently?

Question 4

Student Question:

Where do you long to be “sealed,” to be securely and unmistakably someone’s, and how have 
you tried to find that security in things that cannot finally hold you?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Every human heart wants to be sealed. We want to know that we are unmistakably someone’s, 
that we belong, that we will not be set aside. This is not a flaw; it is part of being made in the 
image of a God who Himself is love and belonging. The question is not whether you long to be 
sealed, but where you have gone looking for that seal.

We try to be sealed by our achievements, hoping that if we accomplish enough we will finally be 
secure. We try to be sealed by other people’s approval, refreshing the screen to see if we are 
wanted today. We try to be sealed by romance, asking a husband or wife or someone we hope 
will become one to be the bedrock our whole identity stands on. And every one of these seals 
cracks under the weight, because none of them was made to bear the whole of us.

The ache to belong is meant to lead us home. Augustine said it long ago: our hearts are restless 
until they rest in God. The seal we are truly searching for is the one only the Lord can press upon 
us, the security of being His, claimed by the only One who will never let us go. When we settle 
for lesser seals, we end up anxious, possessive, exhausted, because we are asking finite things to 
do an infinite job.



So let this question search you. Where have you been looking to be made permanently secure? 
Name it. Then ask whether you have ever let the Lord be that for you, whether you have come 
to Christ on His terms and been sealed with His Spirit. A husband or wife can be a wonderful, 
God-given gift, and still cannot be your God. The seal your heart aches for is offered, and it 
holds.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The longing to belong is part of being made in God’s image, not a defect.
 Achievements, approval, and romance all crack when asked to be the bedrock of our 

identity.
 Restlessness signals that we are asking finite things to do an infinite job.
 The only seal that holds the whole of us is being claimed by God in Christ.
 Even a God-given spouse cannot be your God.

Discussion Prompts

 Where have you most often gone looking to feel permanently secure, and how has it held 
up?

 Have you ever asked a person to be for you what only God can be? What was the result?
 What would it look like this week to rest your security in being God’s rather than in 

someone’s approval?

Question 5

Student Question:

Verse 6 says “jealousy is cruel as the grave.” The Bible speaks of God Himself as a jealous God. 
How can jealousy be a holy thing here rather than a sinful one, and what does that teach about 
the exclusiveness of covenant love?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

“Jealousy is cruel as the grave.” The word jolts us, because we usually hear jealousy as a sin, the 
petty, suspicious, controlling thing that poisons relationships. But the Bible knows another 
jealousy, a holy one. The same word describes God: “the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a 
jealous God” (Exodus 34:14). How can jealousy be holy? Because true covenant love is, by its 
very nature, exclusive. It will not share the beloved with a rival.

Think about it plainly. If a husband watched another man pursue his wife and felt nothing, we 
would not call him loving; we would call him indifferent. The very fierceness that says “you are 
mine and I will not give you up to another” is love refusing to be casual. Holy jealousy is the 
protective fire of a love that has committed itself completely. It is “cruel as the grave” not 
because it is wicked but because it is relentless; like death itself, it will not let go of its claim.



This is why the Lord describes His own love for His people as jealousy. He has bound Himself to 
us in covenant, and He will not calmly watch our hearts wander off to idols. His jealousy is not 
insecurity; it is the measure of how completely He has given Himself to us and how much He 
wants us wholly His. “Ye adulterers and adulteresses,” James writes, naming the spiritual 
unfaithfulness of a divided heart, and reminding us that “the spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to 
envy,” that is, God yearns jealously over us (James 4:4–5).

We must be careful here, of course. Sinful jealousy, the controlling, suspicious, possessive kind 
that distrusts and demeans, is a real and ugly thing, and the text is not blessing it. The difference 
is the difference between love guarding a covenant it has given everything to, and fear trying to 
cage a person it does not actually trust. Holy jealousy says, “I have given you all of me, and I ask 
all of you.” That is not cruelty. That is the seriousness of real love.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Scripture distinguishes holy jealousy from the sinful, controlling kind (Exodus 34:14).
 True covenant love is exclusive by nature; indifference to a rival is not love.
 Holy jealousy is “cruel as the grave” in the sense of being relentless, not wicked.
 God’s jealousy measures how completely He has given Himself and wants us wholly His 

(James 4:4–5).
 Sinful jealousy springs from fear and distrust; holy jealousy springs from total committed 

love.
 The text honors covenant exclusiveness, not possessive control.

Discussion Prompts

 How does it reframe “jealousy” to learn that God describes His own love this way?
 Where is the line between holy, protective love and sinful, controlling jealousy in your 

experience?
 What does God’s jealousy over you tell you about how much He wants your whole heart?

Question 6

Student Question:

Is there a place in your life where you have called something “love” while withholding exclusive, 
wholehearted commitment? What would it mean to love with the kind of singleness this verse 
describes?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Holy jealousy presses an uncomfortable question into our own lives: have we ever called 
something “love” while quietly keeping part of ourselves back? We say the words, we wear the 
ring, we sit in the pew, and yet a portion of the heart is reserved, hedged, kept in our own name 
in case we should want it later. The Song will not let love be that divided thing.



In marriage this can look like a husband or wife who is present in body but has emotionally 
moved out, who gives the leftovers of attention and energy after everything else has been 
served. In our walk with God it looks like a faith that comes to worship but lives the rest of the 
week as its own master, that sings of surrender while holding the deed to its own life. We are, 
the Scripture says, capable of being “adulterers and adulteresses” in heart, dividing our devotion 
between God and the world (James 4:4).

The healing is not to whip ourselves into more feeling but to make a decision: to love with 
singleness, to be wholehearted, to take the reserved portion of ourselves out of our own name 
and put it under covenant. This is what the Lord means when He calls us to love Him with all our 
heart, soul, mind, and strength. It is not extra credit. It is what love is.

Ask yourself, then, where the divided place is. Is there a relationship in which you are physically 
committed but emotionally elsewhere? Is there an area of your life you have fenced off from the 
Lord, marked private, no entry? Wholehearted love is costly, but the half-hearted version costs 
more in the end, because it never gives the joy that only the undivided heart can know.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 We can wear the outward signs of love while reserving part of ourselves.
 Divided devotion shows up as emotional absence in marriage and as compartmentalized 

faith with God (James 4:4).
 The remedy is a decision to love with singleness, not merely more feeling.
 Loving God with all the heart is not extra credit; it is what love is.
 Half-hearted love costs more in the end than wholehearted love ever asks.

Discussion Prompts

 Is there a place where you wear the signs of love but keep part of yourself back? Name it 
honestly.

 What is the “reserved portion” you find hardest to surrender, to a spouse or to God?
 What would change this week if you decided to love with a single, undivided heart?

Question 7

Student Question:

In 8:8–12 we meet the little sister and the imagery of the wall and the door, and the vineyard let 
out to keepers. What do these pictures teach about purity, readiness for love, and stewarding 
what God has entrusted to us?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

As the Song winds toward its close it gives us three quieter pictures, and each one teaches us 
how to steward love rather than squander it. First, the little sister: “We have a little sister, and 



she hath no breasts: what shall we do for our sister in the day when she shall be spoken for?” 
The family looks ahead to the day this young girl will be old enough for love, and they take 
responsibility now for her future readiness. Love is not only a private feeling; it is something a 
family and a community help prepare a person for.

Then comes the wall and the door: “If she be a wall, we will build upon her a palace of silver: 
and if she be a door, we will inclose her with boards of cedar.” A wall keeps out what should not 
enter; a door can be opened to anyone who knocks. The picture honors the young woman who 
has the strength to guard herself, the chastity and self-possession of a wall, and it pledges to 
support and protect her. It is a frank, beautiful endorsement of purity, of saving the gift of 
oneself for covenant. And the bride answers in verse 10, “I am a wall,” claiming that integrity for 
herself, and finding favor in her beloved’s eyes because of it.

Finally the vineyard: “Solomon had a vineyard... he let out the vineyard unto keepers.” Solomon 
owned vineyards he leased out for hire. But the bride says, “My vineyard, which is mine, is 
before me.” Her vineyard, herself, her love, is not for hire and not for absentee landlords. It is 
hers to give, freely, to the one she has chosen. The contrast is pointed: love is not a commodity 
managed for profit; it is a treasure given in covenant.

Together these three pictures teach stewardship. God has entrusted each of us with a 
“vineyard,” our body, our heart, our home, our influence, and we are not its absentee landlords 
but its keepers before Him. Purity before marriage and faithfulness within it are not arbitrary 
rules; they are how we honor the One who gave us the gift, keeping the treasure whole so that 
it can be given, undivided, in covenant love.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The little sister shows that family and community share responsibility to prepare the young 
for love.

 The wall and the door honor self-guarding integrity (a wall) over indiscriminate openness (a 
door).

 The bride’s “I am a wall” is a confident claim of chastity that finds favor with her beloved.
 The vineyard “not for hire” pictures love as a treasure given in covenant, not a commodity 

for profit.
 Each of us is a keeper, not an absentee landlord, of the vineyard God entrusted (body, heart, 

home, influence).
 Purity before marriage and faithfulness within it are ways of honoring the Giver, not 

arbitrary rules.

Discussion Prompts

 What does the wall-and-door image teach about guarding oneself, and how is it counter-
cultural today?



 How can a family or a church help prepare its young people for the day they are “spoken 
for”?

 What does it mean that your “vineyard” is yours to give in covenant and not a commodity 
for hire?

Question 8

Student Question:

Looking back over your own life, how have you guarded, or failed to guard, the “vineyard” God 
placed in your keeping, whether your body, your heart, your home, or your influence? What 
needs tending now?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the question where the text turns the searchlight back onto our own lives. The Song calls 
each of us a keeper of a vineyard, and the honest question is how we have kept it. Look back. 
There are seasons we tended the garden well and seasons we let it go to weeds. There were 
treasures God gave us, our purity, a marriage, a home, the trust of others, an influence over 
people who watched us, and we stewarded some faithfully and some carelessly.

For some, this question will surface real grief over the past, choices that were not kept pure, a 
marriage neglected until it nearly died, an influence used to pull people down rather than build 
them up. Hear this clearly: the gospel does not deal in shame, it deals in grace and new 
beginnings. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). No past keeping of the vineyard is so poor that the Lord 
cannot redeem the future of it.

But the question is not only backward-looking; it asks what needs tending now. The vineyard is 
still yours. The marriage you have can be watered today. The body you have been careless with 
can be honored from here forward. The home you let grow cold can have its fire rebuilt. The 
influence you have over children, grandchildren, fellow Christians, neighbors, can be turned to 
their good starting now.

So take inventory honestly. Which corner of your vineyard has gone untended? Which one 
needs water, or pruning, or a fence rebuilt? Stewardship is not about a flawless record; it is 
about taking up the keeper’s tools again today, before the Lord, and tending well the treasure 
He has not taken back from you.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 We are all keepers of a vineyard, with seasons of faithful tending and seasons of neglect.
 Grief over past failures is met by the gospel of grace and new beginnings, not shame (1 John 

1:9).
 Confession brings cleansing; no past is beyond the Lord’s redemption of the future.



 The vineyard is still ours to tend: marriage, body, home, and influence can be renewed 
today.

 Stewardship is taking up the keeper’s tools again, not maintaining a flawless record.

Discussion Prompts

 Which corner of your “vineyard” has gone untended, and what would tending it look like 
this week?

 If there is grief over the past, what would it mean to bring it to the Lord in confession and 
receive His cleansing?

 Who is watching your life right now, and how can your influence build them up rather than 
pull them down?

Question 9

Student Question:

Stand at the summit of the whole Song: “for love is strong as death; jealousy is cruel as the 
grave: the coals thereof are coals of fire, which hath a most vehement flame. Many waters 
cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it: if a man would give all the substance of his 
house for love, it would utterly be contemned” (8:6–7). What does this passage reveal about the 
very nature of love, where such love comes from, and how it points us to the love of Christ for His 
church who went down into death and came up again?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Here we stand at the summit of the whole Song, the verses every other verse has been climbing 
toward: “Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm: for love is strong as death; 
jealousy is cruel as the grave: the coals thereof are coals of fire, which hath a most vehement 
flame. Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it: if a man would give all 
the substance of his house for love, it would utterly be contemned.” Read it slowly. Let each 
phrase land. This is the Bible’s great definition of covenant love, and it makes four enormous 
claims.

First, love is strong as death. Think of the strength of death. It is the one power no human being 
escapes; it carries off kings and beggars alike; it cannot be bribed or resisted. The Song says love 
has that kind of strength. Real covenant love is not a fragile feeling that fades; it is as relentless 
and unbreakable as the grave’s grip. It holds on with a strength that matches the very power 
that takes everything else away. Second, jealousy is cruel as the grave; love’s claim on the 
beloved is as unyielding as Sheol itself, refusing to let go.

Third, and at the very heart of the climax, the coals of love are “coals of fire, which hath a most 
vehement flame.” That last phrase, in the Hebrew, is most likely a single word that means the 
flame of the LORD, the flame of Yah. This is the only place in the entire Song that the name of 
God appears, and it appears here, at the summit, to tell us where this love comes from. 



Covenant love is not merely a human achievement or a chemical accident. It is a fire kindled by 
God Himself, burning with His own faithfulness. When a husband and wife love each other with 
this enduring, exclusive, unquenchable love, they are not just feeling something; they are 
carrying a flame lit from the very fire of God.

Fourth, this love is unquenchable and unpurchasable. “Many waters cannot quench love, 
neither can the floods drown it.” Throw at it every flood you can imagine, hardship, distance, 
time, even death itself, and the flame still burns. And it cannot be bought: “if a man would give 
all the substance of his house for love, it would utterly be contemned,” that is, utterly despised. 
Love is not for sale. The moment you try to purchase it you prove you never understood it. It can 
only be given and received as a gift, freely, in covenant.

And now lift your eyes, because this is exactly the love God has for His people in Christ. Of all 
loves, His is the one most truly strong as death, for He went down into death and the floods did 
not drown Him; He rose, and led His bride up out of the wilderness. He did not give the 
substance of His house for love; He gave the blood of His own body, and bought a bride not with 
money but with Himself. “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and 
gave himself for it” (Ephesians 5:25). The marriage love this Song celebrates is glorious, and it is 
finally a window onto a greater love still: the love of a Bridegroom who is strong as death 
because He conquered it. Paul says it plainly: nothing, not death nor life nor anything in all 
creation, “shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Romans 8:38–39). That is love many waters cannot quench. That is the flame of the LORD.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Love is “strong as death”: relentless, unbreakable, matching the very power that takes 
everything else away.

 Holy jealousy is “cruel as the grave”: love’s claim on the beloved is unyielding, refusing to let 
go.

 The “most vehement flame” is, in Hebrew, the flame of the LORD; love is a fire kindled by 
God Himself.

 This is the only appearance of God’s name in the Song, and it stands at the summit, naming 
love’s source.

 Love is unquenchable: many waters and floods (hardship, time, death) cannot put it out.
 Love is unpurchasable: offered all a man’s wealth, it is utterly despised; love is gift, not 

commodity.
 Christ’s love is the truest “strong as death,” for He went down into death, rose, and bought 

His bride with His own blood (Ephesians 5:25; Romans 8:38–39).

Discussion Prompts

 Which of love’s four claims, strong as death, jealous as the grave, an unquenchable flame, or 
unpurchasable, presses on you most, and why?



 What does it mean to you that the only time God’s name appears in the whole Song is to 
identify love as His own flame?

 How does seeing Christ as the Bridegroom whose love is truly stronger than death change 
the way you face your own fears and losses?

Question 10

Student Question:

Now look back across this entire study, from the first longing of chapter one to the final “make 
haste, my beloved” of 8:14. Name one specific way the Lord Jesus has been forming you through 
this Song. What is the one change you will carry out of this study and into the rest of your life?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

We have reached the last verse and the last question. The Song ends not with a grand fanfare 
but with a tender, breathless invitation: “Make haste, my beloved, and be thou like to a roe or 
to a young hart upon the mountains of spices.” The bride calls her beloved to come quickly, and 
the book closes on longing satisfied yet still reaching forward, love that has been given and now 
eagerly awaits its full and final enjoyment. It is a fitting end, because the truest love always 
leaves us leaning forward, wanting more of the beloved.

Now look back across the whole journey we have made. We began with longing in the 
springtime, “let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth.” We walked through seeking and 
finding, through the wedding and its wonder, through the cold night when love had to be sought 
again in the dark, through the renewed delight of belonging. And we have climbed at last to the 
summit, love strong as death, the flame of the LORD that many waters cannot quench. The 
whole Song has been teaching us what love is, and at every height it has opened a window onto 
the love of Christ for His church.

So this final question is not asking for information. It is asking for fruit. What has the Lord been 
doing in you through this study? Perhaps you have seen that you keep one hand on the exit, and 
He is teaching you to lean. Perhaps you have realized you have been loving with a divided heart, 
and He is calling you to singleness. Perhaps you have grieved an untended vineyard and found 
grace to begin again. Perhaps, most of all, you have seen the Bridegroom whose love is stronger 
than death and realized you want to be wholly His.

If that is the deepest thing this Song has stirred, then do not let it stay a feeling. The bride was 
sealed to her beloved in covenant; the Lord seals His people to Himself as they come to Him on 
His terms, hearing the gospel, believing in Christ, repenting, confessing His name, and being 
baptized into Him for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38; Romans 6:3–4), and then keeping faith all 
the way home, leaning on Him out of every wilderness. The Song ends with “make haste, my 
beloved.” Let your own heart answer the true Bridegroom the same way: come, Lord, and find 
me wholly Yours.



Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The Song ends on tender, forward-leaning longing (8:14), a love satisfied yet still reaching 
for its full enjoyment.

 The whole journey, from springtime longing to the summit of 8:6–7, has been teaching what 
love is.

 At every height the Song opens a window onto Christ’s love for His church.
 The capstone asks for fruit, not information: a specific way the Lord has formed the student.
 Genuine response moves from feeling to covenant: hearing, believing, repenting, 

confessing, baptism into Christ (Acts 2:38; Romans 6:3–4).
 The aim is a love kept faithful all the way home, leaning on Christ out of every wilderness.

Discussion Prompts

 Looking across the whole Song, name the one moment or truth that searched you most 
deeply. Why that one?

 What is the single, specific change you will carry out of this study into the rest of your life?
 How will you answer the true Bridegroom’s love, and if you have never been sealed to Him 

in baptism, what is keeping you from coming today?


