The Book of Ruth

Lesson 2: Gleaning in the Field of Boaz -- Ruth 2:1-23

Some mornings carry no banner. Ruth woke in Bethlehem a widow, a foreigner, a poor woman
with an aging mother-in-law to feed, and she did the only thing left to do: she picked up an
empty basket and went looking for leftovers. There were no angels at the door, no voice from
heaven, no sign that this would be the day everything quietly began to turn. There was only
barley, and bent backs, and the long ache of a body that works because it must. If you have ever
gone to your labor with a heavy heart and an empty hope, you know the shape of this morning.

And then the narrator slips in one of the most beautiful understatements in all of Scripture. Ruth
went out to glean, the text says, “and her hap was to light on a part of the field belonging unto
Boaz” (Ruth 2:3). Her hap. Her chance. Her luck, we might say. As if she closed her eyes and
wandered into the right field by accident. But the storyteller is smiling as he writes it, because
we, the readers, already know what Ruth does not: that Boaz is no stranger to this family, that
he is a kinsman, a man of standing and of kindness, and that the God who seemed so silent in
chapter one has been working the whole time behind an ordinary day’s labor.

Watch what unfolds in this field. A wealthy man greets his workers with the name of the LORD.
He notices a stranger stooping in the heat. He learns her story, that she left her own people to
care for Naomi, and instead of seeing a Moabitess to be tolerated, he sees a soul who has
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“come to trust” “under whose wings” she has fled (2:12). He gives her water, bread, roasted
grain, protection, and a harvest far beyond what the law required. Grace pours out on the
outsider, not because she earned it, but because the heart of God runs toward the vulnerable,

and Boaz has a heart like his God.

This is the lesson of Ruth 2, and it is a lesson for you. God is not absent on your ordinary
mornings. He is at work in the small kindnesses, the unplanned meetings, the fields you wander
into by what looks like chance. And he has a particular tenderness for the stranger, the
struggling, the one who comes empty-handed to trust under his wings. So let us walk into this
field with Ruth, and learn to see the quiet hand of God where others see only luck.

Group Discussion: Where in your own life have you looked back and realized that what felt like
coincidence at the time was actually God quietly providing for you? How does the phrase “her
hap was to light on” the field of Boaz reshape the way you read your own ordinary days?

Personal Reflection: Ruth came to that field empty-handed, a stranger with no claim on
anyone’s kindness. Where in your life right now do you feel like an outsider, unsure you belong
or unsure you are wanted? What would it mean to bring that very place and “come to trust”
“under whose wings” you have fled (Ruth 2:12)?

Read Ruth 2:1-23



Study Questions

1.

Ruth 2:3 says Ruth went out to glean “and her hap was to light on a part of the field
belonging unto Boaz.” What does this verse, read alongside the blessings of Boaz in 2:4 and
2:12, teach us about how God's providence and ordinary human choices work together?
How does the text honor both God’s hidden hand and Ruth’s real diligence?

Think about a current situation where you cannot see what God is doing. How does Ruth’s
“hap” landing her in exactly the right field encourage you to keep doing the next faithful
thing even when heaven seems silent?

When Boaz arrives he says to the reapers, “The LORD be with you” and they answer, “The
LORD bless thee” (Ruth 2:4). What does this exchange reveal about the place of God in
Boaz's everyday work and relationships, and why does that matter for understanding the
kindness he shows next?

Boaz brought his faith into his fields, his greetings, and his business. Where is there a gap in
your life between your stated faith and your ordinary conduct at work, with employees,
coworkers, or strangers? Name one specific place to close that gap this week.

Ruth asks, “Why have | found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of
me, seeing | am a stranger?” (Ruth 2:10). According to Boaz’s answer in 2:11-12, on what
basis does he extend kindness to her? What does this teach about how God'’s people are to
treat the outsider and the foreigner among them?



10.

Ruth was honestly surprised that anyone would notice her. Who in your circle, your
congregation, or your community is currently unnoticed, overlooked, or treated as an
outsider? What is one concrete kindness you could show that person, taking knowledge of
them as Boaz did?

God'’s law commanded landowners to leave the corners and the gleanings of the harvest for
“the poor and stranger” (Leviticus 19:9-10; 23:22). Boaz goes beyond the law, telling his
men to “let fall also some of the handfuls of purpose for her” (Ruth 2:16). What does this
show us about the difference between mere legal compliance and a heart shaped by the
kindness of God? How should that shape our generosity today, even though we are not
bound by the Law of Moses?

Boaz did more than the rule required, leaving handfuls on purpose. Where in your life are
you doing only the minimum that is expected, when God may be inviting you toward
generosity that costs you something? Name one specific area, money, time, or attention,
where you could leave a handful on purpose.

Reflect on the whole movement of this chapter: a poor Moabite widow “happens” upon the
field of a kinsman, and there receives covenant kindness, protection, and a “full reward”
“under whose wings thou art come to trust” (Ruth 2:12). How does this passage display both
God'’s quiet providence behind apparent chance and his lavish grace toward the outsider
who comes to trust him? How does the closing note that Boaz is “near of kin unto us, one of
our next kinsmen” (2:20) hint that God'’s care for Ruth is only beginning?

Look back across Ruth 2 as a whole. In a chapter about providence, grace to the stranger,
diligent work, and unexpected kindness, name one specific way you sense the Lord forming



you right now. What is the single next step of trust or obedience he is asking of you as you
go back to your own field this week?

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: Leviticus 19:9-10, God commands landowners to leave the gleanings
of the harvest for the poor and the stranger, the law standing behind Boaz's generosity; Psalm
36:7, “the children of men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings,” the image Boaz
applies to Ruth; Psalm 91:4, “under his wings shalt thou trust,” God as the refuge of those who
flee to him; Romans 8:28, God working all things together for good, the New Testament window
on Ruth’s “hap”; Ephesians 2:12-13, those once strangers and foreigners brought near, the
gospel pattern of grace to the outsider that Ruth foreshadows
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