The Book of Ruth, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 2: Gleaning in the Field of Boaz
Ruth 2:1-23
Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

This chapter quietly sets two great truths side by side, and the teacher must hold both without
letting either collapse. The first is the providence of God. The narrator deliberately calls Ruth’s
arrival in Boaz's field a matter of “hap,” of chance, precisely so that we, who know the kinsman
waiting there, will feel the irony and worship. Yet the text never erases Ruth’s diligence or
Boaz's genuine kindness; God'’s sovereignty does not make their choices puppetry. Guard
against a fatalism that says human decisions do not matter, and equally against a secularism
that sees only luck. Teach the students to read their own ordinary days the way the narrator
reads Ruth’s: with eyes open to a hidden hand that honors, rather than overrides, faithful
obedience.

The second truth is grace to the outsider. Ruth is a Moabitess, a foreigner from a despised
people, and she knows it; her question in 2:10 trembles with the awareness that she has no
claim. Boaz answers not with mere tolerance but with covenant kindness, blessing her for taking
refuge “under whose wings” she has come to trust. Here is a picture of how God receives the
stranger who believes, and the teacher may let the students feel its weight, especially any who
have felt like outsiders themselves. Lightly, the lesson may note that Boaz first appears here as
the “near kinsman,” a role that will blossom in coming weeks into a beautiful picture of
redemption; but the heavy redeemer teaching belongs in Lessons 3 and 4, so keep that hint
gentle here.

The formational aim is twofold. First, to teach the student to trust the providence of God on
unremarkable mornings, going back to ordinary work with the confidence that the Lord is at
work in and through it. Second, to soften and enlarge the student’s heart toward the overlooked
and the outsider, until, like Boaz, they bring the name of the LORD into their daily dealings and
leave handfuls on purpose for those in need. The goal is a Christian who both rests in God'’s
hidden care and becomes, in their own small field, an agent of his lavish kindness.

Question 1
Student Question:

Ruth 2:3 says Ruth went out to glean “and her hap was to light on a part of the field belonging
unto Boaz.” What does this verse, read alongside the blessings of Boaz in 2:4 and 2:12, teach us
about how God'’s providence and ordinary human choices work together? How does the text
honor both God'’s hidden hand and Ruth’s real diligence?



Commentary and Teaching Notes

The hinge of the chapter is one small clause: Ruth went to glean, “and her hap was to light on a
part of the field belonging unto Boaz” (2:3). The Hebrew underneath is even more pointed; it
literally says her chance chanced upon that field. The narrator could have written that God led
her there, but he chooses the language of accident on purpose, because he trusts the reader to
know better. Verse 1 has already told us Boaz is “a mighty man of wealth, of the family of
Elimelech,” so we, unlike Ruth, can see the whole board. What looks like luck to her is, to us, the
fingerprints of God.

This is how providence usually works in Scripture and in life. It rarely announces itself. It comes
disguised as a normal Tuesday, an unplanned conversation, a field chosen at random because it
was close or open or unclaimed. The doctrine here is that God governs the small and the
ordinary, not merely the dramatic and the miraculous. He is sovereign over barley fields and
hungry widows. Yet notice the text refuses to make Ruth passive. She rose, she asked
permission, she worked from morning until evening with hardly a rest (2:7). Providence did not
glean the grain for her.

Hold the two truths together. God’s hidden governance and human responsible action are not
rivals; they are partners running on different levels. Ruth’s diligence is real and praiseworthy;
God'’s guidance is real and decisive. The same day was, from one angle, Ruth’s hard choice to go
to work, and from another angle, God’s gentle steering of her steps. Romans 8:28 gives the New
Testament name for what the narrator is showing: God working all things together for good to
those who love him.

For the student, the application is liberating. You do not have to engineer your own
breakthroughs or read divine signs in the clouds. You are called simply to do the next faithful
thing, to go to your field, and to trust that the God who guided Ruth’s wandering feet is quite
capable of guiding yours. Avoid the ditch of fatalism, which says nothing | do matters, and the
ditch of self-reliance, which says everything depends on me. Walk the road between: work as if
it depends on you, trust as if it depends on God, because in truth both are gloriously real.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e “Hap”is old English for chance or fortune; the narrator uses it ironically, not literally, since
the reader knows Boaz’s identity from 2:1.

¢ The clause does not teach that God controls people like puppets; Ruth’s diligence and
choices are honored throughout the chapter.

e Guard against fatalism (my actions do not matter) and against secularism (it was only luck);
the text holds providence and responsibility together.

e Verse 1is the narrator’s aside to the reader, supplying the knowledge Ruth herself lacks,
which is what makes “her hap” so striking.

e This is not a promise that every coincidence is a sign; it is a window into how God ordinarily
works through ordinary means.



Discussion Prompts

e Have the class read 2:1 and 2:3 together and notice what the reader knows that Ruth does
not.

¢ Ask: how does the text honor Ruth’s hard work even while pointing to God'’s hidden hand?

¢ Invite one example of a ‘coincidence’ that, in hindsight, looked like God’s providing.

Question 2
Student Question:

Think about a current situation where you cannot see what God is doing. How does Ruth’s “hap”
landing her in exactly the right field encourage you to keep doing the next faithful thing even
when heaven seems silent?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question turns the doctrine of providence toward the heart. It is one thing to admire God'’s
hidden hand in Ruth’s story, where we can see the ending; it is another to trust it in the middle
of our own, where we cannot. Ruth had no idea, that morning, that her bent back and aching
hands were the opening scene of one of the most beautiful love stories in the Bible, a story that
would eventually run down to David and to Christ himself. She only knew there was grain to
gather and a mother-in-law to feed.

That is precisely the encouragement. Faithfulness does not require visibility. Ruth did not need
to understand the plot to play her part; she needed only to show up and work. So much of the
Christian life is lived in that posture, doing the next right thing without a clear view of where it
leads, trusting that the same God who steered Ruth’s steps is steering ours. The silence of
heaven is not the absence of God; often it is the quiet of a Father at work behind the scenes.

Press the student to name a real situation, not a hypothetical one. A job that feels like a dead
end. A relationship that has gone quiet. A prayer that seems unanswered. The question is not
how do | make God show himself, but what is the next faithful step | can take in the dark,
trusting the One who sees the whole field. Diligence in the unseen middle is itself an act of
worship.

Warn gently against the temptation to force interpretations of providence in real time, deciding
that this opportunity must be God’s will because it is convenient. The wiser path is Ruth’s: do
the honest, diligent, faithful thing in front of you, and let God connect the dots in his time. Trust
is not knowing the outcome; it is knowing the One who holds it.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ The goal is honest self-examination, not a tidy testimony; let students sit with situations that
are still unresolved.



® Trusting providence does not mean passivity; like Ruth, the student is called to keep working
faithfully.

¢ Avoid teaching students to read every circumstance as a clear sign; the call is to faithfulness
in uncertainty.

¢ The silence of heaven is not evidence of God’s absence; Ruth’s whole story unfolds while
God seems quiet.

Discussion Prompts

e Ask each person to silently name one area where God seems silent right now.
e Discuss: what is the difference between forcing a sign and taking the next faithful step?
¢ |nvite a story of someone who kept working in the dark and later saw God'’s hand.

Question 3
Student Question:

When Boaz arrives he says to the reapers, “The LORD be with you” and they answer, “The LORD
bless thee” (Ruth 2:4). What does this exchange reveal about the place of God in Boaz’s everyday
work and relationships, and why does that matter for understanding the kindness he shows
next?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Boaz enters the chapter not with a command but with a blessing: “The LORD be with you,” he
says to his reapers, and they answer, “The LORD bless thee” (2:4). It is easy to read past this as a
quaint custom, but it is a window into the man. Here is a wealthy landowner whose ordinary
speech is soaked in the name of God. He does not keep faith for the synagogue and shrewdness
for the field; the LORD is on his lips in the middle of the workday, among his hired hands.

This matters enormously for understanding the kindness that follows. The generosity Boaz
shows Ruth is not a sudden whim or a strategy to impress a young woman. It flows from a
settled character, a life already oriented toward God. A man who blesses his workers in the
name of the LORD is a man already disposed to notice the stranger, to protect the vulnerable, to
give beyond what is required. Character is not made in the crisis; it is revealed there. Boaz's
kindness in verse 8 is the harvest of a faith planted long before.

Notice too the relationship between Boaz and his workers. The greeting is warm and mutual; the
reapers bless him back. This is no harsh master driving slaves but a community of labor bound
together by shared reverence for God. The way a person treats employees, coworkers, and
those beneath them in status reveals far more about their faith than their public religious
performance. Boaz passes that test before he ever meets Ruth.

The doctrinal point is that genuine faith is not compartmentalized. The God we worship on the
first day of the week is meant to be Lord of the fields, the office, the home, and the



marketplace. Boaz did not have two lives, a religious one and a working one; he had one life,
lived before God. That integration is what made his ordinary field a place where grace could
happen.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e The greeting is a genuine invocation of God, not an empty formula; it reveals Boaz's
everyday piety.

® Boaz's kindness flows from settled character, not from impulse or romantic motive (he does
not yet know who Ruth is).

e The mutual blessing shows a healthy relationship between master and workers, grounded in
shared reverence for God.

* True faith is integrated, not compartmentalized; Boaz brings God into the workplace, not
just the place of worship.

e Character is revealed, not created, in the moment of opportunity; Boaz's response to Ruth
grows from who he already was.

Discussion Prompts

e Ask: what does the way Boaz greets his workers tell us about him before we even see his
kindness?

e Discuss how a person’s treatment of employees or coworkers reveals their real faith.

¢ |nvite reflection on whether God is Lord of our workdays or only our worship times.

Question 4
Student Question:

Boaz brought his faith into his fields, his greetings, and his business. Where is there a gap in your
life between your stated faith and your ordinary conduct at work, with employees, coworkers, or
strangers? Name one specific place to close that gap this week.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question pulls the spotlight from Boaz’s field to the student’s own. Boaz did not leave his
faith at home when he went to work; he carried the name of the LORD into his greetings, his
management, his business dealings. The uncomfortable but necessary question is whether the
same can be said of us. Most of us are tempted to live in compartments, devout on Sunday,
indistinguishable from the world on Monday. The integrity of Boaz exposes that gap.

Be specific in pressing this. Where exactly does your conduct at work fail to match your
confession in worship? Perhaps it is in how you speak about coworkers when they are not
present, or how you treat those who serve you, or the honesty of your business practices, or the
impatience you show employees and subordinates. The gap is rarely in the dramatic sins; it
usually hides in the daily textures of how we treat people who can do nothing for us.



The aim is not guilt but movement. Boaz’s faith was visible in concrete acts: a blessing spoken, a
stranger noticed, protection offered, generosity extended. The student should leave with one
concrete place to close the gap this week, one greeting, one act of fairness, one moment of
kindness toward someone overlooked. Faith that stays invisible at work is faith that has been
quietly sidelined.

Encourage students that this integration is not about becoming preachy or performative at
work. Boaz did not lecture his reapers; he blessed them and treated them well. The witness is
mostly in conduct, in being the kind of person whose ordinary dealings carry the fragrance of
the God they serve.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ The aim is honest self-examination of the gap between confession and conduct, especially
toward those of lower status.

¢ Integration of faith and work is rarely about preaching at work; it is about character,
fairness, and kindness.

®  Press for one concrete, specific step rather than a vague resolution to ‘do better.’

¢ The hardest tests of faith are often in how we treat people who can do nothing for us in
return.

Discussion Prompts

* Ask each person to identify one specific place where their work conduct and worship
confession diverge.

® Discuss how to bring faith into the workplace through conduct rather than mere words.

¢ |nvite each person to name one concrete act of integrity or kindness to do this week.

Question 5
Student Question:

Ruth asks, “Why have | found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me,
seeing | am a stranger?” (Ruth 2:10). According to Boaz’s answer in 2:11-12, on what basis does
he extend kindness to her? What does this teach about how God'’s people are to treat the
outsider and the foreigner among them?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Ruth’s question is one of the most moving lines in the book: “Why have | found grace in thine
eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing | am a stranger?” (2:10). She falls on her
face. She is astonished that anyone would notice her, let alone show her kindness. She knows
exactly who she is in the eyes of Israel: a Moabitess, a foreigner from a despised people, a poor
widow with no claim on anyone. Her surprise at grace is the mark of someone who knows she
has not earned it.



Boaz's answer reveals the ground of his kindness. “It hath fully been shewed me,” he says, “all
that thou hast done unto thy mother in law since the death of thine husband” (2:11). He has
heard her story, how she left father and mother and homeland to cling to Naomi and to Naomi's
God. Then he blesses her: “a full reward be given thee of the LORD God of Israel, under whose
wings thou art come to trust” (2:12). Boaz does not see a foreigner to be tolerated; he sees a
woman who has fled for refuge to the true God, and he treats her accordingly.

The image of God’s wings is tender and deliberate. It echoes Psalm 36:7 and Psalm 91:4, where
the children of men take shelter under the shadow of the Almighty’s wings. Boaz is saying that
Ruth, the outsider, has come under the protection of the God of Israel, and that this changes
everything about how she should be received. The covenant people are to mirror the welcome
of their covenant God. The stranger who comes to trust is not an intruder but a refugee to be
sheltered.

Here is the gospel pattern in seed form. Grace runs toward the outsider who believes. Ruth has
no national claim, no inherited standing, nothing but a heart that has turned to trust the living
God, and that is exactly the kind of person God delights to receive. Centuries later, Paul would
describe Gentiles as those once “strangers from the covenants of promise” now “made nigh by
the blood of Christ” (Ephesians 2:12-13). The field of Boaz is a small, early picture of that vast
welcome.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Ruth’s surprise at grace marks her humility; she knows she has no claim as a foreign
Moabitess.

e Boaz extends kindness because Ruth has come to trust the God of Israel, not merely out of
pity or attraction.

¢ Theimage of God’s ‘wings’ echoes Psalm 36:7 and 91:4; it pictures God as refuge for those
who flee to him.

e God’s people are to mirror God's welcome of the stranger who believes; covenant kindness
extends to the outsider.

e Thisis a seed-picture of the gospel pattern: grace to the outsider who trusts, fulfilled in
Christ (Ephesians 2:12-13).

Discussion Prompts

e Read 2:10-12 aloud and notice Ruth’s astonishment that anyone would ‘take knowledge’ of
her.

e Discuss the image of coming ‘under the wings’ of God; what does it picture about trust and
refuge?

¢ Ask how God’s welcome of the outsider should shape the way a congregation treats
newcomers and strangers.

Question 6



Student Question:

Ruth was honestly surprised that anyone would notice her. Who in your circle, your
congregation, or your community is currently unnoticed, overlooked, or treated as an outsider?
What is one concrete kindness you could show that person, taking knowledge of them as Boaz
did?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question takes Boaz's noticing and turns it into a mirror. Ruth was honestly surprised that
anyone saw her at all. The poor and the foreign often live invisibly among us, present but
unnoticed, working in the corners of our fields while we look past them. The grace of this
chapter began the moment Boaz asked, “Whose damsel is this?” (2:5). He noticed. He took
knowledge of the one everyone else overlooked.

Most of us have an overlooked person within reach, if we will only see them. The new family at
the back of the assembly that no one has spoken to. The coworker who eats alone. The widow
whose name we have forgotten. The neighbor who is clearly struggling but whom we have never
asked. The first act of Christlike kindness is simply to notice, to take knowledge of a person the
way Boaz took knowledge of Ruth.

Press for the concrete. The student should leave able to name one specific person and one
specific kindness. Not a general resolution to be more welcoming, but a name and an act: a
meal, a conversation, an invitation, a question asked and truly listened to. Grace becomes real
when it has an address. Boaz did not love strangers in the abstract; he loved this stranger, in this
field, on this day.

Remind students that they are not asked to fix everything for the overlooked person, only to do
what Boaz did, to see them, to speak kindly, to make room. Often the deepest gift we can give
the unnoticed is the simple dignity of being noticed, of being treated as someone worth taking
knowledge of.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e The first act of kindness is noticing; Boaz's grace began with the question ‘Whose damsel is
this?’ (2:5).

® Press for a specific person and a specific kindness, not a vague intention to be more
welcoming.

e The student is not asked to solve the person’s problems, only to see and honor them as
Boaz did.

¢ The overlooked are often present but invisible; the call is to take knowledge of someone
everyone else passes by.

Discussion Prompts



e Ask each person to silently name one overlooked person within their reach this week.
e Discuss why simply being noticed can be so powerful for someone who feels invisible.
¢ Invite each person to commit to one concrete act of kindness, with a name attached.

Question 7
Student Question:

God’s law commanded landowners to leave the corners and the gleanings of the harvest for “the
poor and stranger” (Leviticus 19:9-10; 23:22). Boaz goes beyond the law, telling his men to “let
fall also some of the handfuls of purpose for her” (Ruth 2:16). What does this show us about the
difference between mere legal compliance and a heart shaped by the kindness of God? How
should that shape our generosity today, even though we are not bound by the Law of Moses?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Behind Boaz's generosity stands the gleaning law of God. In Leviticus 19:9-10 and 23:22, the
LORD commanded that landowners not reap the corners of their fields or gather the gleanings,
but leave them “for the poor and stranger.” It was God’s built-in provision for the vulnerable, a
way of weaving care for the needy into the very economy of Israel. Boaz, in letting Ruth glean,
was obeying that law. But watch what he does next.

He goes beyond it. He tells his young men, “let her glean even among the sheaves, and reproach
her not: and let fall also some of the handfuls of purpose for her, and leave them, that she may
glean them” (2:15-16). The law required leaving the gleanings; it did not require dropping extra
handfuls on purpose for one particular woman. Boaz invents a generosity the law never
commanded. He turns mere compliance into lavish kindness. The handfuls of purpose are the
signature of a heart that loves, not merely a hand that obeys.

This is the difference between law-keeping and love. A person can satisfy every requirement and
still have a stingy heart; another can fulfill the same requirement and then go far beyond it
because they delight in the good of the other. God’s law sets a floor, never a ceiling. The heart
shaped by God's own kindness asks not how little can | do and still obey, but how much good
can | do for this person in need.

A word of care for the church of Christ student: we are not under the Law of Moses, and the
gleaning ordinance is not binding on Christians as law. But the principle behind it, God’s tender
concern for the poor and the stranger, is timeless, written for our learning (Romans 15:4). The
New Testament calls believers to generosity and good works that overflow the minimum. Boaz's
handfuls of purpose are an Old Testament picture of the cheerful, abundant giving God still
loves to see.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues



* The gleaning law (Leviticus 19:9-10; 23:22) was God'’s provision for the poor and the
stranger, woven into Israel’s economy.

® Boaz exceeds the law by ordering handfuls dropped ‘on purpose’; he turns compliance into
lavish kindness.

e The contrast is between minimal law-keeping and a heart shaped by God’s own generosity.

e Christians are not bound by the Mosaic gleaning law, but its principle of caring for the
vulnerable abides (Romans 15:4).

e God’'s law sets a floor for love, never a ceiling; the loving heart asks how much good it can
do, not how little.

Discussion Prompts

e Read Leviticus 19:9-10 alongside Ruth 2:15-16 and notice how Boaz goes beyond what the
law required.

* Discuss the difference between doing the minimum to comply and giving out of a generous
heart.

e Ask how the principle of caring for the poor and stranger applies to Christians today.

Question 8
Student Question:

Boaz did more than the rule required, leaving handfuls on purpose. Where in your life are you
doing only the minimum that is expected, when God may be inviting you toward generosity that
costs you something? Name one specific area, money, time, or attention, where you could leave
a handful on purpose.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question brings the handfuls of purpose home to the student’s own life. Boaz could have
done exactly what the law required and not a grain more, and no one could have faulted him.
Instead he chose deliberate, planned, costly generosity. He instructed his workers to leave extra
on purpose. The phrase haunts because most of us live closer to the minimum than we would
like to admit, giving what is expected and no more.

Examine the areas honestly. With money, do we give only what feels safe, or do we ever give
until it costs us? With time, do we offer the leftover scraps of our schedule, or do we leave
handfuls on purpose for those who need us? With attention, do we give people the distracted
minimum, or the gift of being fully present? The minimum is rarely sinful; it is simply small. And
God is inviting his people into something larger.

Help the student name one specific area. Generosity that stays general never changes anything.
Boaz’'s kindness was concrete: this field, this woman, these handfuls. The student should leave
with one place, money or time or attention or some other resource, where they will deliberately
do more than the minimum this week, leaving a handful on purpose for someone in need.



Encourage them that this kind of generosity is not earned approval but joyful overflow. We give
beyond the minimum not to make God love us, but because we have tasted how generously
God has dealt with us. The one who has received handfuls of grace becomes, in turn, a person
who leaves handfuls on purpose for others.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ The aim is to expose where the student is content with the minimum when God invites
generosity.

® Press for one specific resource and one specific area, not a general resolve to be more
giving.

e  Costly generosity is joyful overflow from God'’s grace, not a way to earn his approval.

® Boaz's kindness was concrete and deliberate (‘of purpose’); the student’s response should
be equally concrete.

Discussion Prompts

e Ask each person to identify one area, money, time, or attention, where they give only the
minimum.

e Discuss what it would look like to ‘leave a handful on purpose’ in that area this week.

¢ |nvite reflection on how God'’s generosity to us fuels our generosity to others.

Question 9
Student Question:

Reflect on the whole movement of this chapter: a poor Moabite widow “happens” upon the field
of a kinsman, and there receives covenant kindness, protection, and a “full reward” “under
whose wings thou art come to trust” (Ruth 2:12). How does this passage display both God’s quiet
providence behind apparent chance and his lavish grace toward the outsider who comes to trust
him? How does the closing note that Boaz is “near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen” (2:20)
hint that God'’s care for Ruth is only beginning?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Now we gather the whole chapter into one view, and this is the heaviest question of the lesson.
Trace the movement: a poor Moabite widow, with no claim and no plan, wanders into a field by
what the narrator calls chance, and there she meets covenant kindness, protection, bread,
water, a full reward, and a man who turns out to be a near kinsman. Every thread, the chance,
the kindness, the kinship, the welcome of the outsider, is being woven by a hand Ruth cannot
see. This is the doctrine of providence and the doctrine of grace, displayed together in a single
barley field.

On providence, marvel that the word “hap” sits in the same chapter as the discovery that Boaz is
“near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen” (2:20). The reader sees what Ruth could not: that



her random field was God’s appointed field, that the kinsman she happened upon was the very
man through whom redemption would come. God’s providence does not shout; it arranges. It
works through Ruth’s diligence and Boaz’s character and an ordinary harvest day to accomplish
something neither of them could have engineered.

On grace, marvel that all this lands on an outsider. Ruth had no covenant standing of her own,
only a heart that had come to trust “under whose wings” she fled to the God of Israel (2:12).
And under those wings she finds not bare tolerance but a full reward, lavish welcome poured
out on the one with the least claim. This is the very shape of God'’s grace: it runs toward the
stranger who believes. Naomi, who had said the LORD’s hand was against her (1:13), now
blesses Boaz that the LORD “hath not left off his kindness to the living and to the dead.” The God
who seemed against her was for her all along.

Let the closing note do its quiet work. “The man is near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen”
(2:20). For now, hold it lightly; the full weight of the kinsman-redeemer belongs to the lessons
ahead. But feel the hinge turning. God’s care for Ruth is not finished with a basket of barley. The
near kinsman is in view, and in him, dimly, a greater Kinsman who would come to redeem a
people who were once strangers and bring them near. Ruth’s field is a small window onto a vast
grace.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e This is the heaviest doctrinal question; let providence and grace stand together as the
chapter’s twin themes.

¢ The narrator’s ‘hap’ (2:3) and the disclosure of the ‘near kinsman’ (2:20) frame the whole
chapter as God's hidden arrangement.

®  Grace falls on Ruth the outsider, who has only a trusting heart, not covenant standing; this is
the gospel pattern in seed.

e Naomi's blessing reverses her earlier bitterness (1:13); the God who seemed against her is
shown to be for her.

e Keep the kinsman-redeemer hint light here; the full type of Christ belongs to Lessons 3-4,
but the hinge is turning.

Discussion Prompts

* Trace aloud the chapter’'s movement from ‘hap’ (2:3) to ‘near of kin’ (2:20) and ask what
God was doing all along.

¢ Discuss how providence and grace appear together in Ruth’s single day in the field.

® Ask gently: what does it mean that a kinsman is now in view, and where might this story be
heading?

Question 10

Student Question:



Look back across Ruth 2 as a whole. In a chapter about providence, grace to the stranger,
diligent work, and unexpected kindness, name one specific way you sense the Lord forming you
right now. What is the single next step of trust or obedience he is asking of you as you go back to
your own field this week?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The capstone asks the student to step back from the details and look at the whole field. Ruth 2 is
a chapter about providence on ordinary days, grace toward the outsider, diligence in honest
work, and kindness that exceeds the minimum. Somewhere in those four themes, the Lord is
pressing on this particular student’s heart. The question is meant to surface that, to name the
one place where God is at work forming them now.

Resist the urge to answer for them. Some will find the Lord steadying them to keep working
faithfully through a season that seems pointless, like Ruth in the field before she knew the story.
Others will feel the pull toward an overlooked person, hearing in Boaz’s noticing a call to take
knowledge of someone they have passed by. Others will be convicted about minimums, about
money or time held too tightly, and invited to leave a handful on purpose. Still others, who have
felt like outsiders, will hear the tender word that there is room under God’s wings for them.

Whatever the theme, drive toward one concrete next step. Formation is not a vague aspiration;
it is obedience in a specific direction. Boaz blessed, noticed, protected, and gave, all concrete
acts. The student’s response to this chapter should be equally concrete: one step of trust, one
kindness, one act of generosity, one decision to come and rest under the wings of God. They go
back to their own field this week; the question is what they will carry there.

Close with hope. The same God who turned a random morning into the opening of a
redemption story is at work in the student’s ordinary days. They may not see the whole plot any
more than Ruth did. But they can take the next faithful step, trusting that the One who guided
her feet is guiding theirs, and that he has not left off his kindness to those who come to trust
him.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Thisis a capstone; invite the student to look across the whole chapter, not just one verse.

e Let the Spirit press a different theme on different hearts: providence, grace to the outsider,
diligence, or generosity.

¢ Drive toward one concrete next step of trust or obedience, not a vague aspiration.

¢ Anchor the closing in hope: the God who arranged Ruth’s day is at work in the student’s
ordinary days as well.

Discussion Prompts

¢ Ask each person to name the one theme from this chapter that most presses on their heart
right now.



¢ Invite each to identify a single concrete next step to take ‘back to their own field’ this week.
e (Close in prayer, thanking God for his hidden providence and his welcome of all who trust
under his wings.



