
The Book of Revelation, Teacher’s Guide
Lesson 13: The Fall of Babylon the Great
Revelation 17:1–18:24

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

What is doctrinally at stake in this lesson is the identity of Babylon and the certainty of her fall. 
Babylon the great is not a single future city or a coded reference to one modern nation; she is 
the seductive, idolatrous, persecuting world-system, the whole spirit of godless human 
civilization organized against God and against His Lamb. For John’s first readers she wore the 
face of imperial Rome, the great city on seven hills (17:9) that ruled the kings of the earth 
(17:18) and was drunk with the blood of the saints (17:6). But the angel’s own symbolic 
interpretation lifts the vision above any one empire so that it describes a recurring pattern: 
every beastly power and alluring culture that demands compromise and devours the faithful. 
We must teach this amillennially and symbolically, refusing both the premillennial timetable and 
the temptation to identify Babylon with this week’s headlines.

The second doctrinal pillar is the certainty and suddenness of judgment. “Fallen, fallen is 
Babylon the great” (18:2) is announced as already accomplished, because in God’s verdict it is 
settled. In one hour her wealth is laid waste (18:17). What looks eternal and invincible is already 
condemned, and her ruin is celebrated in heaven even as it is mourned by the kings and 
merchants who profited from her. Hold the line against date-setting (Matthew 24:36; Acts 1:7): 
we proclaim that the world-system will certainly fall, not when or by what mechanism.

But this lesson aims at more than correct doctrine; it aims at the spiritual formation of the 
student. The pastoral center is “Come out of her, my people” (18:4), a call not to geographic 
exodus but to holy non-conformity: refusing Babylon’s idolatry, keeping unstained by her 
immorality, and loosening our grip on the comforts she sells. Help your students feel the 
seduction (purple, scarlet, gold) so they can name where it has captured them, and help them 
feel the freedom of belonging to a kingdom that does not fall. The goal is members who, while 
living and working inside the world, are no longer owned by it, and who can sing heaven’s 
hallelujah over its coming fall.

Question 1

Student Question: 

John is shown “the great prostitute who is seated on many waters” (17:1), arrayed in luxury yet 
drunk “with the blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus” (17:6). Looking at the 
whole portrait, who and what is Babylon meant to represent: the seductive, idolatrous, 
persecuting world-system, and how does the angel’s own interpretation in 17:18 (“the great city 
that has dominion over the kings of the earth“) anchor that?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



Begin by letting the portrait do its work. The angel offers to show John “the judgment of the 
great prostitute who is seated on many waters” (17:1), and the picture is deliberately seductive: 
purple and scarlet, gold and jewels and pearls, a golden cup lifted to the lips (17:4). This is not a 
back-alley figure; she is a queen, glamorous and rich, and that glamour is the point. The world-
system does not usually conquer the church by terror alone; it conquers by allure.

Yet the same woman is “drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus” 
(17:6). Seduction and persecution are two faces of the one Babylon. She rewards those who 
bow and bleeds those who will not. On her forehead is the name “Babylon the great, mother of 
prostitutes and of earth’s abominations” (17:5), naming her as the fountainhead of every 
idolatrous, God-defying civilization since the tower of Shinar.

The decisive interpretive key is the angel’s own statement in 17:18: “the woman that you saw is 
the great city that has dominion over the kings of the earth.” To first-century readers “the great 
city” ruling the kings of the earth could only mean Rome. So Babylon has a concrete first-century 
reference. But Scripture’s symbolic method (17:9, “this calls for a mind with wisdom“) lifts her 
above Rome alone to represent the whole godless world-order that recurs in every age.

Teach, then, that Babylon is the seductive, idolatrous, persecuting world-system: the spirit of 
human civilization organized without God and against His Lamb, alluring with luxury and power, 
demanding compromise, and shedding the blood of those who refuse. Rome was her clearest 
first-century mask; she is not exhausted by Rome.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Babylon represents the world-system, not one isolated future city; 17:18 identifies her as 
the great city ruling the kings of the earth, which for John’s readers meant Rome.

 Her seduction (luxury, 17:4) and her persecution (blood of the saints, 17:6) are two faces of 
the same enemy of God’s people.

 The symbolic method is explicit (17:5, “mystery“; 17:9, “a mind with wisdom“); we read her 
as a symbol, not decode her as a modern nation.

 Babylon as “mother of prostitutes” (17:5) reaches back to the tower of Babel and forward 
through every idolatrous empire, showing a recurring pattern rather than a single date.

 She stands in deliberate contrast to the bride, the holy city (21:2); the student must finally 
choose which city he belongs to.

Discussion Prompts

 Have the class list the details of the woman’s appearance in 17:4 and ask: what is each detail 
designed to make us feel?

 Read 17:18 aloud and ask why the angel’s own interpretation rules out limiting Babylon to a 
far-future single city.

 Discuss: how do seduction and persecution still work together today to pressure Christians 
toward compromise?

Question 2



Student Question: 

Babylon makes herself beautiful, purple and scarlet and gold (17:4), so that her cup of 
abominations goes down easy. Where has the world’s beauty and comfort most successfully 
dressed up compromise as something attractive in your own life, and how does seeing the 
abomination inside the golden cup change the way you look at it?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Move from the doctrine to the heart. The genius of Babylon is that her cup looks like a wine list 
at a fine restaurant, not a vial of poison. “In her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the 
impurities of her sexual immorality” (17:4): the gold is real, the abominations are real, and they 
are in the same cup. The world does not advertise the abomination; it advertises the gold.

Press the student to be concrete. Babylon’s allure today is rarely a temple to a pagan god; it is 
the quiet assumption that life is about comfort, image, accumulation, and acceptance, and that 
anyone who says otherwise is a fanatic. The pull is strongest where it feels most reasonable and 
most rewarded.

The transformational turn is learning to see the abomination inside the golden cup. Once you 
have seen what is really in the cup, its sparkle loses its power. Help the student name one place 
where the sparkle has gone down easy and invite the Spirit to expose what is actually in it.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Temptation usually comes dressed as something good and reasonable (17:4); discernment 
means seeing what is inside the cup, not just its surface.

 Worldliness is more often absorbed than chosen; we drift into Babylon’s values without ever 
deciding to (James 4:4; 1 John 2:15–17).

 Naming a specific compromise is the first step toward repentance; vague conviction changes 
nothing.

Discussion Prompts

 Ask each person to finish: “The golden cup that goes down easiest for me is...”
 Discuss the difference between enjoying God’s good gifts and being intoxicated by Babylon’s 

cup.
 How can the class help one another see the abomination inside the gold without becoming 

harsh or judgmental?

Question 3

Student Question: 

The angel explains that “the seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman is seated” 
and also “seven kings” (17:9–10), and the beast “was and is not and is to come” (17:8). Reading 
this symbolically rather than as a calendar, how does the vision point to Rome (the city on seven 
hills) while also describing the recurring pattern of beastly imperial powers across history?



Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question handles the puzzle of the seven heads and ten horns, and it must be taught 
symbolically or it will collapse into date-setting. The angel says “the seven heads are seven 
mountains on which the woman is seated” (17:9). Every first-century reader knew the famous 
city built on seven hills: Rome. The vision is grounded in real history.

But the angel immediately adds that the seven heads are also “seven kings” (17:10) and that the 
beast “was and is not and is to come” (17:8, a dark parody of the Lord who is and was and is to 
come, 1:8). The numbers here are symbolic of completeness and succession, the full line of 
imperial powers serving the beast through the ages, not a code to be matched against a list of 
named emperors with a countdown attached.

Resist every attempt to turn 17:10–11 into a timeline that identifies a specific living ruler or 
pinpoints the end. Jesus forbids such calculation (Matthew 24:36; Acts 1:7). The point is 
theological, not chronological: imperial, beastly power keeps reappearing under different heads, 
it is always doomed (the beast “goes to destruction,” 17:11), and it always finally serves God’s 
purpose without escaping His judgment.

So the vision both points at Rome (the city on seven hills, ruling in John’s day) and describes the 
recurring pattern of beastly world-power across history. That double reading is exactly how 
amillennial, symbolic interpretation works: a real first-century referent that becomes a window 
onto the whole age between Christ’s comings.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The seven mountains (17:9) anchor the vision in Rome, the city famously built on seven hills, 
for first-century readers.

 The seven kings and the beast that “was and is not” (17:8, 10) are symbolic of a complete 
succession of imperial powers, not a decodable countdown.

 Numbers in Revelation signify completeness and fullness, never a literal calendar (the spec’s 
rule on symbolic numbers).

 Date-setting and identifying the beast with a specific living person are forbidden (Matthew 
24:36; Acts 1:7).

 The beast “goes to destruction” (17:11): every beastly power is already under sentence and 
serves God’s purpose despite itself (17:17).

Discussion Prompts

 Ask: what did “seven mountains” immediately signal to a first-century reader, and why does 
that matter?

 Discuss why turning 17:10–11 into a list of named emperors with an end-date misreads the 
genre.

 How does reading the heads as a recurring pattern, rather than a one-time future, fit 
Revelation’s whole approach?



Question 4

Student Question: 

The text says these powers “will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he 
is Lord of lords and King of kings” (17:14). When the world-system seems to hold all the power 
and the church seems small and threatened, how does this verse steady your heart, and where 
do you need to believe it this week?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Tucked inside the frightening imagery is one of the most steadying verses in the book: the 
beastly powers “will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of 
lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful” (17:14). The 
outcome of the war is announced before it is fought. The Lamb does not hope to win; He 
conquers.

Notice the titles. The world claims to be lord and king, but the slain Lamb is “Lord of lords and 
King of kings.” Every emperor and every empire is a pretender. The church may look small, 
hunted, and outgunned, but it stands on the winning side of a war whose verdict is already in.

Move the student from theory to today. Where does the world-system seem to hold all the 
cards over you, your job, your reputation, your fears, and where do you need to believe that the 
Lamb is already Lord over that very thing? Faithfulness flows from this confidence: “those with 
him are called and chosen and faithful.”

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The Lamb’s victory is certain and already declared (17:14); we fight from triumph, not 
toward an uncertain outcome.

 Christ’s lordship is supreme over every earthly power (“Lord of lords and King of kings“); all 
worldly authority is derivative and temporary.

 Faithfulness (“called and chosen and faithful“) is the believer’s response to assured victory, 
and it must endure (the spec’s warning against once-saved-always-saved).

 The church’s apparent weakness is not the measure of its standing; the Lamb’s lordship is.

Discussion Prompts

 Ask: where in your life does the world seem to hold all the power right now?
 How does knowing the verdict is already in change how you face that pressure this week?
 Discuss what “called and chosen and faithful” asks of us in response to the Lamb’s victory.

Question 5

Student Question: 

Strikingly, the ten horns and the beast turn on the prostitute and “make her desolate” (17:16), 
and verse 17 says God “put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose.” What does it teach us 



about Babylon’s fall, and about God’s sovereignty, that the world-system is finally devoured by 
its own and that even this serves God’s will?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is one of the vision’s sharpest ironies. The ten horns and the beast “will hate the prostitute. 
They will make her desolate and naked, and devour her flesh and burn her up with fire” (17:16). 
The world-system is finally destroyed not by an outside army but by its own. Godless power 
turns on godless luxury; the beast devours the very Babylon it carried.

Then comes the theological hinge: “for God has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose 
by being of one mind and handing over their royal power to the beast, until the words of God 
are fulfilled” (17:17). Even the self-destruction of the wicked serves the sovereign purpose of 
God. He is not scrambling to react; their rage accomplishes His verdict.

Teach this carefully, consistent with our doctrine: God’s sovereignty here is His overruling of the 
wicked’s own choices, not the Calvinistic notion that He coerces hearts against their will or 
predestines individuals to ruin. The kings act freely out of their own greed and hatred; God 
bends their freely chosen evil to His just ends, as He did with Joseph’s brothers (Genesis 50:20) 
and at the cross (Acts 2:23).

The pastoral payoff is comfort. Babylon’s fall does not depend on the church’s strength or 
strategy. The world-system carries within itself the seeds of its own ruin, and over all of it stands 
a God who turns even its violence into the fulfillment of His word.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The world-system is self-destructive; godless power finally devours its own (17:16).
 God sovereignly overrules the free choices of the wicked to accomplish His purpose (17:17; 

Genesis 50:20; Acts 2:23).
 This is providential overruling, not Calvinistic coercion or predestination of individuals to 

evil; the kings act from their own greed.
 Babylon’s fall does not depend on the church’s power; it is secured by God’s word being 

fulfilled.
 Judgment unfolds “until the words of God are fulfilled” (17:17): history runs on God’s 

timetable, not Babylon’s.

Discussion Prompts

 Discuss the irony that Babylon is destroyed by the very beast that carried her.
 How do we affirm God’s sovereignty over evil without making God the author of evil?
 What comfort is there in knowing Babylon’s fall does not rest on the church’s strength?

Question 6

Student Question: 



A second angel cries, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great” (18:2), announcing as already 
accomplished what has not yet visibly happened. How does living as though Babylon has already 
fallen, because in God’s verdict she has, free you to loosen your grip on what she offers right 
now?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Chapter 18 opens with another angel, the earth “made bright with his glory,” crying with a 
mighty voice, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!” (18:2). The verb is a past tense of certainty. 
Babylon has not yet visibly collapsed, yet heaven announces her fall as accomplished fact, 
because in God’s verdict it is settled and sure.

This is how faith learns to live: by God’s announced verdict rather than by present appearances. 
Babylon still looks rich, still looks permanent, still hands out her rewards. But the saint who 
believes the angel’s cry already treats her as a ruin, and that changes everything about how 
tightly he holds what she offers.

Press the application. If you really believed the company you are tempted to worship, the image 
you are tempted to protect, the comfort you are tempted to secure at any cost, was already as 
good as fallen, how would you hold it tomorrow morning? Living in light of Babylon’s certain fall 
is the secret to loosening her grip now.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 “Fallen, fallen” (18:2) announces certain judgment as accomplished, though not yet visible; 
faith trusts God’s verdict over appearances.

 Babylon’s apparent permanence is an illusion; what God has condemned is as good as gone.
 Hope detaches us from the world’s goods now (Colossians 3:1–4); we hold loosely what is 

already under sentence.
 This certainty guards against both despair (Babylon seems to win) and compromise (Babylon 

seems worth joining).

Discussion Prompts

 Ask: what in your life still looks permanent that God’s word says is already passing away?
 How would treating Babylon as already fallen change a specific decision you face this week?
 Discuss how living by God’s verdict rather than by appearances is the essence of faith.

Question 7

Student Question: 

The command “Come out of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins, lest you share in her 
plagues” (18:4) is the pastoral center of the passage. Since the saints are not told to leave the 
city geographically, what does “coming out of her” actually mean for Christians who must still 
live, work, and shop inside the world-system?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



Here is the pastoral heart of the whole passage: “Come out of her, my people, lest you take part 
in her sins, lest you share in her plagues” (18:4). It echoes the ancient call to flee literal Babylon 
(Jeremiah 51:6–9), but for the church it is not a summons to relocate. The saints are not told to 
leave the city; they are told to stop sharing in the city’s sins.

“Coming out of her” means refusing Babylon’s idolatry and immorality while still living, working, 
and shopping inside her. It is the call to holy non-conformity (Romans 12:2; 2 Corinthians 6:14–
7:1): to be in the world without being of it, to let the world define neither our worship nor our 
morals nor our measure of the good life. Notice the tender phrase “my people“: God claims us 
as His own even while we live in the heart of Babylon.

This separation is moral and spiritual, not geographic or sectarian. It does not mean withdrawing 
into a Christian bubble or despising our neighbors; it means refusing to drink the cup of 
abominations even when everyone around us is drinking. Help the student see that the line runs 
not between the church building and the world but through his own daily choices.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 “Come out of her” (18:4) is a call to holiness and non-conformity, not a literal geographic 
exodus.

 Christians live inside the world-system but must refuse its idolatry and immorality (2 
Corinthians 6:14–7:1; Romans 12:2).

 “My people” shows God claims us as His own even while we dwell in Babylon (1 Peter 2:9–
11).

 Separation is moral and spiritual, not withdrawal into isolation; we remain salt and light 
(Matthew 5:13–16).

 Sharing her sins risks sharing her plagues (18:4); compromise is spiritually deadly, not 
harmless.

Discussion Prompts

 Ask: what does “come out of her” look like for someone who cannot and should not literally 
leave their job, city, or family?

 Discuss the difference between holy separation and self-righteous withdrawal from people.
 Where is the line between being in the world and being of it running through your own 

week?

Question 8

Student Question: 

The kings and merchants and sailors stand “far off” and weep over Babylon’s smoke, mourning 
that “in a single hour” all that wealth “has been laid waste” (18:9–19). When you imagine 
yourself among those watchers, what would you grieve losing if the world-system collapsed 
tomorrow, and what does that reveal about where your treasure really is?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



Chapter 18 lets us listen to Babylon’s funeral. The kings who “committed sexual immorality” 
with her, the merchants who “grew rich” off her, and the sailors who carried her cargo all stand 
“far off” and weep as they watch the smoke of her burning rise: “in a single hour all this wealth 
has been laid waste” (18:9–19). The long list of her cargo, gold, silk, spices, and even “slaves, 
that is, human souls” (18:13), exposes a system that traded human beings for profit.

Notice what the mourners grieve. They do not weep for Babylon’s lost soul; they weep for their 
lost income. Their tears are the tears of customers who can no longer buy. It is a devastating x-
ray of a heart that has loved what Babylon sells more than the God who made them.

Turn the mirror on the student. If the world-system collapsed tomorrow, what would you 
grieve? The honest answer reveals where your treasure actually is (Matthew 6:19–21). The 
mourners stand “far off,” unwilling to share Babylon’s fate yet unable to let go of her wealth, 
and that ambivalence is exactly the danger “come out of her” warns against.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The mourners grieve lost wealth, not lost souls (18:11, 15–19), exposing misplaced love.
 Babylon’s trade in “human souls” (18:13) shows the world-system’s contempt for human 

dignity beneath its glamour.
 Where we would grieve most reveals where our treasure truly is (Matthew 6:19–21; Luke 

12:15–21).
 Standing “far off” yet still attached pictures the half-converted heart “come out of her” 

warns against.

Discussion Prompts

 Ask each person honestly: what would I grieve most if the world-system fell tomorrow?
 Discuss what 18:13 (“slaves, that is, human souls“) reveals about Babylon’s true character.
 How does naming our grief help us locate our treasure and reorder it?

Question 9

Student Question: 

This is the heaviest question of the lesson. Babylon is the whole godless world-system under 
God’s certain judgment, first-century Rome and every successor empire and culture after her, 
and “come out of her” is the timeless call to holy non-conformity. Working from 17:18, 18:2–4, 
and 18:24 (“in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints“), how do we teach Babylon’s 
fall as certain and total without falling into date-setting or pinning “Babylon” on one modern 
nation, city, or political party, and why does the symbolic reading actually make the warning 
sharper, not softer?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the heaviest doctrinal question of the lesson, and it must be taught with care. Pull 
together the angel’s interpretation (17:18, Babylon is “the great city that has dominion over the 
kings of the earth“), the announcement of her fall (18:2), the call out of her (18:4), and the 



indictment that “in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, and of all who have been 
slain on earth” (18:24). Together these show Babylon as the whole godless world-system under 
God’s certain judgment: first-century Rome was her clearest mask, but she did not die with 
Rome. Every successor empire and seductive culture that allures with luxury, demands 
compromise, and sheds the blood of the faithful wears the same name.

Hold two truths together. First, her fall is certain and total. “Fallen, fallen” (18:2) and “in a single 
hour” (18:10, 17, 19) declare a judgment that is sure, sudden, and complete. The world-system 
will not negotiate its way out; it will collapse under the verdict of God. Second, we are forbidden 
to set dates or to identify Babylon with one modern nation, city, or political party (Matthew 
24:36; Acts 1:7). The moment we say “Babylon is that country” or “the end is that year,” we 
have left the text and entered speculation Scripture explicitly bans.

Explain why the symbolic reading makes the warning sharper, not softer. If Babylon were only 
one foreign capital, most of us could feel safe, since we do not live there. But because Babylon is 
the world-system itself, the spirit of godless civilization, she has a branch office in every city and 
a foothold in every heart. “Come out of her” then lands on me, not merely on someone far 
away. The symbol universalizes the summons.

Guard the amillennial frame. There is no future seven-year tribulation timetable here, no 
countdown, no rebuilt earthly Babylon to be matched against the news. The vision recapitulates 
the same age-long conflict between the city of man and the city of God, running from Christ’s 
first coming to His second. Babylon falls; the bride descends (21:2). One return, one judgment, 
one final reckoning.

Finally, root the certainty of judgment in the justice of God. Babylon is judged because “in her 
was found the blood of prophets and of saints” (18:24). God’s people have not been forgotten; 
their blood is remembered, their cause is vindicated, and heaven’s coming hallelujah (19:1–2) is 
the answer to the martyrs’ cry, “How long?” (6:10). The fall of Babylon is not arbitrary 
destruction; it is the righteous God avenging His own.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Babylon is the godless world-system under God’s certain judgment: first-century Rome 
(17:18) and every successor empire and culture after her.

 Her fall is certain, sudden, and total (“fallen, fallen,” 18:2; “in a single hour,” 18:10, 17, 19), 
guaranteed by God’s verdict.

 We must not set dates or identify Babylon with one modern nation, city, or party (Matthew 
24:36; Acts 1:7); that abandons the text for speculation.

 The symbolic reading sharpens the warning: because Babylon is the world-system, “come 
out of her” (18:4) lands on every believer, not just those far away.

 The amillennial frame rules out a future tribulation timetable; the vision recapitulates the 
age-long conflict ending in one return and one judgment.

 Judgment is rooted in God’s justice: Babylon falls because the blood of saints was found in 
her (18:24), answering the martyrs’ cry (6:10).



 Babylon stands against the bride, the holy city (21:2); the saint must belong to the city that 
endures.

Discussion Prompts

 Ask: why does identifying Babylon with one modern nation actually let most of us off the 
hook?

 Discuss how 18:24 grounds the certainty of judgment in the justice of God toward His 
martyred people.

 How do we proclaim Babylon’s certain fall boldly while refusing every form of date-setting?

Question 10

Student Question: 

Heaven answers Babylon’s fall not with mourning but with a thunderous “Hallelujah” (19:1, the 
celebration this vision is building toward), because God has avenged the blood of His servants. 
Looking back across these two chapters, name one specific way the Lord is using the certain fall 
of Babylon to loosen the world’s hold on you and to form His likeness in you, what is one 
concrete step of “coming out of her” you will take?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Let the lesson land where the vision is heading. The fall that breaks the merchants’ hearts 
becomes heaven’s anthem: “After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great 
multitude in heaven, crying out, Hallelujah!... for he has judged the great prostitute... and has 
avenged on her the blood of his servants” (19:1–2). The same event is a funeral on earth and a 
festival in heaven. Which song you sing reveals which city you belong to.

This is the capstone, so make it personal and concrete. The certain fall of Babylon is meant to do 
something in the student now: to loosen the world’s grip finger by finger, to expose the golden 
cup for what it holds, and to free him to live as a citizen of the city that does not fall. The aim is 
not more information about Babylon but a heart increasingly unstained by her.

Invite each person to name one specific step of “coming out of her,” a worry to release, a 
comfort to hold loosely, a compromise to repent of, an idol of success or image to renounce. 
Then point them to the Lamb. We do not come out of Babylon by white-knuckled willpower but 
by belonging to a better Bridegroom and a better city, singing heaven’s hallelujah ahead of time.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Heaven’s hallelujah (19:1–2) interprets Babylon’s fall as the just vindication of God’s people, 
not mere catastrophe.

 The same event divides humanity: mourning for those who loved Babylon, worship for those 
who love the Lamb.

 Spiritual formation is the goal: the certain fall of Babylon is meant to free us from the 
world’s grip now (Colossians 3:1–4).



 “Coming out” is empowered by belonging to Christ and His city, not by willpower alone 
(21:2; Titus 2:11–14).

Discussion Prompts

 Ask each person to name one concrete step of “coming out of her” they will take this week.
 Discuss why the same event is mourning on earth and hallelujah in heaven, and which song 

we are learning to sing.
 How does belonging to the Lamb and His city make holy non-conformity possible rather 

than burdensome?


