The Book of Revelation

Lesson 12: The Lamb on Mount Zion; the Harvest; the Seven Bowls --
Revelation 14:1-16:21

Last week you stood at the seashore and watched two beasts rise, one from the sea and one
from the earth, and you saw the dragon hand out his mark. Everyone in that vision was branded.
The whole world wore a name on its forehead or its hand, the number of the beast, and to
refuse it was to be shut out, hunted, unable to buy or sell. The chapter ended in shadow, and
you may have closed your Bible wondering who is left who has not bowed. Now turn the page.
John says, “Then | looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb.” The scene snaps from
the snarling shore to the holy mountain, and the Lamb is not alone. With Him stand 144,000,
and on their foreheads is written, not the beast’s number, but the name of the Lamb and of His
Father. Two crowds. Two marks. Two destinies. That is the whole drama of these three chapters.

Listen to the 144,000. They sing a new song that no one else can learn, the song of the
redeemed. They are described as those who “follow the Lamb wherever he goes,” pure,
blameless, with no lie in their mouths. This is not a literal census of ethnic Israelite virgins, as if
heaven were running short on space. It is the whole people of God, the complete number of the
redeemed, the same sealed multitude you met back in chapter 7, now shown safe on the far
side of the battle. They followed a slain Lamb up a hill, and the hill turned out to be Zion, the city
of God. The point presses on you tonight: you cannot wear two marks. You belong to the Lamb
or to the beast. There is no third forehead.

Then come the angels, three of them, flying through the sky with the loudest announcements in
the book. The first calls every nation to fear God and worship the Maker, an “eternal gospel” for
the whole earth. The second cries, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great.” The third warns, with
terrible plainness, that whoever worships the beast will drink the wine of God's wrath. And right
behind the angels come the two harvests, the grain and the grape. One sickle gathers the ripe
field of God’s people home; the other swings into the great winepress of His anger. History is
not a wheel spinning nowhere. It is a field ripening toward a harvest, and the Reaper is the Son
of Man.

The last two chapters of this lesson pour out seven bowls. You have seen sevens before, seals
and trumpets, and you will recognize the rhythm, because this is recapitulation, the same age-
long war told again from a new angle, not a fresh chapter of a calendar. But notice: the trumpets
struck a third, a partial blow, a summons to repent. The bowls strike everything. They are full,
complete, final, echoing the plagues that fell on Egypt before the Exodus. The frogs, the boils,
the darkness, the river turned to blood, they come crashing down on the kingdom of the beast,
and the world still curses God rather than repenting. The powers of earth gather at a place
called Armageddon, and then a great voice from the throne says two words that end the age: “It



is done.” Walk into these chapters and you will walk out certain of one thing. The Lord wins, and
you want to be standing on Zion when He does.

Group Discussion: When you picture the end of history, is your default image one of fearful
speculation (timelines, headlines, dread) or one of the Lamb standing safe on Zion with His
redeemed people singing? What has shaped that default, and how might these chapters reset
it?

Personal Reflection: Revelation insists that everyone wears a mark, the Lamb’s name or the
beast’s. In the quiet places of your week, the ones no one sees, whose name is actually written
on you? Name one specific area where your loyalty has been divided.

Read Revelation 14:1-16:21

Study Questions

1. Chapter 13 ended with everyone bearing the mark of the beast, and chapter 14 opens with
the Lamb on Mount Zion and the 144,000 bearing “his name and his Father’s name” on their
foreheads (14:1). Why does John deliberately set these two scenes side by side, and what
does the contrast between the two marks teach about the two destinies running through
the whole book?

2. The 144,000 “follow the Lamb wherever he goes” (14:4). Following a slain Lamb means
going where He went, into self-denial and even suffering. Where, this week, is the Lamb
leading you somewhere your flesh does not want to go, and what would it look like to
actually follow?

3. Who are the 144,000? Working from the symbolic numbering of the book (12 x 12 x 1,000,
the whole people of God, the same sealed multitude of chapter 7), explain why this is not a
literal count of ethnic Israelite men, and what comfort the symbol is meant to give the
persecuted church.



4. The redeemed sing “a new song” that “no one could learn” except them (14:3). There is a
song only the rescued know. When you consider what Christ has actually saved you from,
can you still sing it? What has dimmed your wonder, and how do you recover the song?

5. Three angels fly with messages: an “eternal gospel” for every nation, “Fallen, fallen is
Babylon,” and a warning against worshiping the beast (14:6-11). What is the relationship

between these three announcements, and why does the same God who offers an eternal
gospel also pour out wrath?

6. Right after the angels, a voice says, “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord... that they
may rest from their labors” (14:13). How does the certainty of that rest change the way you
carry the weariness, the labor, and the small daily faithfulness of your present life?

Two harvests close chapter 14: the grain gathered by the Son of Man and the grapes thrown
into “the great winepress of the wrath of God” (14:14-20). What do the two harvests teach

about the final ingathering of the saved and the judgment of the wicked, and why is the
Reaper specifically “one like a son of man“?



8. Before the bowls are poured, the conquerors stand by a sea of glass and sing “the song of
Moses... and the song of the Lamb” (15:3). Looking back over your own life, what would it
sound like for you to sing both songs, rehearsing God'’s deliverance and giving Him the
credit? Try naming one verse of your own deliverance.

9. The seven bowls (chapters 15-16) echo the plagues of Egypt, fall full and complete (not
partial like the trumpets), and end at “Armageddon” (16:16) with the cry “It is done”
(16:17). Explain why this is a recapitulating picture of final judgment and why “Armageddon”
is a symbolic name for the last gathering of the world’s powers against God, not a literal
future battle at a map-location, and what this means for date-setting and end-times
speculation.

10. Look back across all three chapters, the Lamb on Zion, the harvest, the bowls, “It is done.”
Name one specific way the certainty of Christ’s final victory is reshaping how you will live
this week. Where is Jesus forming endurance, holiness, or hope in you through this passage?

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: Exodus 7-12, the plagues on Egypt that the seven bowls deliberately
echo; Joel 3:12-14, the harvest and winepress of the valley of decision; Matthew 13:24-30, the
wheat and weeds gathered at the end of the age; 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10, one return of Christ
bringing relief to the faithful and judgment to the rest; John 19:30, Jesus’ cry “It is finished,”
answered by the throne’s “It is done.”
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