
The Book of Revelation, Teacher’s Guide
Lesson 11: The Two Beasts
Revelation 13:1–18

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

Doctrinally, this lesson must establish a sober, symbolic, historical reading of the two beasts and 
the number 666, and it must defend that reading against two opposite errors. The first error is 
to ignore the chapter as too strange to matter; the second, and far more common, is to 
sensationalize it by identifying the beast and 666 with a specific modern political figure, nation, 
technology, microchip, barcode, or implant, and by using it for date-setting. Hold the amillennial 
line: the beast from the sea is persecuting political world-power energized by the dragon, with a 
real first-century reference to imperial Rome and the emperor cult; the beast from the earth is 
idolatrous religious propaganda, the false prophet, that makes the world worship the first beast; 
the mark is a symbol of allegiance, the parody of God’s seal on His people; and 666 is a symbol 
of man-centered incompleteness, humanity falling short of the divine seven, a counterfeit that 
can never reach the throne. The pattern of beastly, idolatrous, persecuting world-power recurs 
through history until the end.

Just as important, this lesson aims at the spiritual formation of the student. Revelation 13 was 
written to comfort and steel a church under real economic and social pressure, where refusing 
to worship Caesar could cost a Christian his livelihood or his life. The repeated refrain, “Here is a 
call for the endurance and faith of the saints” (13:10), is the heartbeat of the chapter. Your 
students live under a softer but real version of the same squeeze: the daily pressure to go along, 
to keep the job, to keep the peace, to bow just slightly to whatever power demands ultimate 
loyalty. Aim to send them home not merely informed about ancient symbols but trained in 
discernment and resolved toward costly, faithful non-conformity, with their eyes fixed on the 
Lamb who already holds the beast’s leash.

Resist every temptation to let the class drift toward speculation. When someone wants to name 
the beast in tomorrow’s headlines or decode 666 from a public figure’s name, gently but firmly 
steer back to the text and to wisdom that sees through the symbol. The goal is worship and 
endurance, not a puzzle solved.

Question 1

Student Question: 

John sees a beast rising “out of the sea” with seven heads and ten horns, drawing the very 
imagery of Daniel 7, and the dragon gives it “his power and his throne and great authority” 
(13:1–2). Who is behind this beast, and what does the chapter teach about the nature of beastly, 
idolatrous, persecuting world-power, both in its first-century reference to imperial Rome and as a 
recurring pattern through history?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



Begin by anchoring the beast in Daniel 7, because John clearly does. In Daniel, four beasts rise 
from the sea, a lion, a bear, a leopard, and a fourth dreadful beast with ten horns, representing 
successive God-defying empires. John fuses all four into one creature that has the leopard’s 
body, the bear’s feet, the lion’s mouth, and ten horns (13:1–2). The point is that the beast is not 
one isolated nation but the whole recurring phenomenon of empire that sets itself against God 
and His people. The sea, in biblical imagery, is the restless, chaotic, hostile mass of the nations, 
and out of it the monster comes.

The decisive line is verse 2: “And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great 
authority.” The beast is not self-existent. It is the dragon’s instrument. Behind every persecuting 
world-power stands Satan, who in chapter 12 was cast down and now wages war through 
earthly proxies. This is why the beast can do nothing the dragon does not authorize, and why 
the dragon himself was already defeated by the blood of the Lamb (12:11).

For the first readers, the immediate reference was unmistakable: imperial Rome and the 
emperor cult, the demand that Caesar be honored as lord and god. The seven heads and the city 
on seven hills, the blasphemous names, the war on the saints, all pointed to the empire that was 
at that moment shedding Christian blood. But the genius of the symbol is that it does not lock 
the meaning to Rome alone. Rome was the first-century face of the beast; the pattern, beastly, 
idolatrous, persecuting political power energized by Satan, recurs through history until the end. 
Teach the students to recognize the beast’s shape without freezing it onto one nation.

Hold the symbolic and amillennial reading firmly. The beast is not a future individual antichrist 
on a literal seven-year tribulation timetable. It is the age-long reality of God-opposing world-
power, present in John’s day and present in ours, always under the sovereign limit of the One on 
the throne.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues
 The beast from the sea is persecuting political world-power, not a single end-time individual 

on a dispensational timetable.
 Behind every such power stands the dragon, Satan, who was already defeated by the blood 

of the Lamb (Revelation 12:11).
 The first-century reference is imperial Rome and the emperor cult, even as the pattern 

recurs through history.
 Daniel 7 supplies the imagery: empires rise and rage, but the Ancient of Days judges and the 

saints inherit the kingdom.
 Beastly power is real and dangerous, but derivative and limited; it never escapes God’s 

sovereign control.

Discussion Prompts

 Compare Daniel 7 with Revelation 13:1–2 and ask the class what John signals by fusing the 
four beasts into one.



 Discuss why it matters that the dragon gives the beast its authority rather than the beast 
being self-existent.

 Ask how recognizing the beast as a recurring pattern, not just one nation, guards us from 
both naivety and sensationalism.

Question 2

Student Question: 

The whole earth marvels at the beast and worships it, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who 
can fight against it?” (13:4). Where do you feel the pull to marvel at raw power, wealth, or 
political might as if it were ultimate, and how does worshiping the slain Lamb instead reorder 
what impresses you?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The earth’s response to the beast is worship: “Who is like the beast, and who can fight against 
it?” (13:4). That phrasing is a deliberate echo and theft. “Who is like you, O Lord?” is Israel’s 
praise (Exodus 15:11). Here the words are wrenched away from God and aimed at raw power. 
The world is dazzled, and being dazzled, it bows.

This question presses the truth into the student’s own affections. We are all susceptible to 
marveling at power, wealth, and political might as if they were ultimate. The beast still says, 
“Who can fight against me?” and we still feel the gravitational pull toward whatever looks 
invincible, whatever seems to hold our future in its hands.

The antidote is not pretending power does not exist but worshiping the slain Lamb instead. The 
Lamb conquered not by force but by faithful sacrifice, and He already reigns. When the Lamb is 
what impresses us most, the beast shrinks to its true size. Help students name honestly where 
their awe is currently misdirected, and turn that awe back toward Christ.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues
 Marveling at the beast is a form of misdirected worship; awe is a spiritual act with an object.
 The cry “Who is like the beast?” parodies Israel’s worship of God (Exodus 15:11).
 Worship of the slain Lamb, who conquers by faithful sacrifice, reorders what we find 

impressive.
 Christians resist intimidation by remembering that the Lamb already reigns and the beast is 

on a leash.

Discussion Prompts

 Ask the class to name modern “who can fight against it?” powers that tempt us to bow 
inwardly.

 Discuss the difference between respecting legitimate authority and worshiping power as 
ultimate.



 Invite students to describe a time worshiping Christ cut a fearsome power down to its true 
size.

Question 3

Student Question: 

One of the beast’s heads had “a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed” (13:3), and the 
whole beast is described in terms that parody the Lamb who was slain and lives. In what ways is 
the beast a deliberate counterfeit of Christ, and why does Satan work by imitation rather than by 
open originality?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Verse 3 is haunting: one of the heads “seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound 
was healed.” The beast presents a death-and-resurrection of its own, a counterfeit of the slain 
and risen Lamb. In the first century this resonated with the dread of Nero-redivivus, the rumor 
that the dead persecuting emperor would return, and more broadly with the way beastly 
empire keeps reviving after every apparent collapse. The point is not to identify a specific 
resurrected ruler but to see that the beast mimics the one true resurrection.

Trace the parody through the chapter. The dragon gives the beast his throne and authority, 
mirroring the Father giving all to the Son. The beast receives worship, as Christ does. The beast 
has a healed mortal wound, as Christ was slain and lives. The second beast even acts as a false 
prophet pointing to the first beast, a dark mirror of the Spirit glorifying Christ. Satan cannot 
create; he can only counterfeit.

This is profoundly practical. Evil rarely advertises itself as evil. It comes dressed as a savior, 
offering security, belonging, and meaning, wearing borrowed clothes from the true gospel. 
Teaching students to spot the counterfeit, to notice when something is offering them what only 
Christ can give, is teaching them discernment. The closer the imitation, the more dangerous, 
which is exactly why John calls for wisdom.

Keep this symbolic and amillennial. The healed wound is not a clue for predicting a particular 
world ruler’s biography; it is a theological statement about Satan’s strategy of imitation and the 
recurring resurgence of beastly empire that always, in the end, falls before the Lamb.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues
 The healed mortal wound is a counterfeit resurrection, parodying the slain and risen Lamb.
 In the first century it echoed Nero-redivivus dread and the recurring resurgence of beastly 

empire.
 Satan works by imitation, not origination; he cannot create, only mimic the true God.
 Evil typically comes disguised as a savior offering what only Christ can give.
 Discernment means recognizing the counterfeit precisely because it looks so much like the 

real thing.



Discussion Prompts

 Walk through the chapter listing the ways the beast deliberately mirrors Christ.
 Ask why Satan prefers counterfeiting to open opposition, and what that tells us about 

temptation.
 Discuss a counterfeit “savior” in our culture that borrows the language of the gospel.

Question 4

Student Question: 

The beast is given authority “to make war on the saints and to conquer them” but only “for forty-
two months” (13:5–7). How does knowing that the beast operates on a fixed, God-limited leash, 
not on a literal calendar but on a bounded period under God’s control, change the way you face 
seasons of pressure and apparent defeat?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The beast is given a wide reach: it utters blasphemies, it makes war on the saints and conquers 
them, authority is given over every tribe and people (13:5–7). This is sobering. For a season the 
beast appears to win; saints are conquered, captured, killed. Revelation never pretends 
faithfulness is painless.

But notice the leash. The beast acts “for forty-two months” (13:5). In the amillennial, symbolic 
reading, forty-two months, three and a half years, 1,260 days, is not a literal calendar window 
but the symbolic measure of the whole limited period of the church’s suffering between Christ’s 
comings. It is a time that is real and painful, yet bounded, fixed, and short by heaven’s clock. The 
beast does not set its own term; the term is given to it.

The verb “was given” runs through the passage like a heartbeat. Authority was given, a mouth 
was given, power was given. The passive voice points past the dragon to God, who permits the 
beast its limited hour and not one minute more. This is the deep comfort of the chapter: even in 
apparent defeat, the saints are never outside God’s control.

Press this into the student’s experience. When pressure mounts and faithfulness seems to lose, 
the temptation is to conclude that God has lost control. Revelation 13 says otherwise. The beast 
is on a fixed leash. Endurance is possible precisely because the suffering is bounded and the 
outcome is already settled at the cross.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues
 Forty-two months is symbolic of the whole limited era of the church’s suffering, not a literal 

calendar.
 The repeated “was given” shows God permitting and limiting the beast’s authority.
 Saints may be conquered outwardly for a season; faithfulness is not the same as visible 

victory.



 Endurance rests on the certainty that the beast’s time is bounded and Christ’s triumph is 
settled.

Discussion Prompts

 Ask what changes when we read the beast’s reign as bounded by God rather than open-
ended.

 Discuss how the passive “was given” reframes who is really in control of the persecution.
 Invite students to share a bounded season of pressure and how a fixed limit helped them 

endure.

Question 5

Student Question: 

A second beast rises “out of the earth” with “two horns like a lamb,” yet it “spoke like a dragon” 
and exists to make the earth worship the first beast (13:11–12). What is the work of this second 
beast, the false prophet, and how does idolatrous religious propaganda serve persecuting 
political power?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Now the second beast rises, “out of the earth,” with “two horns like a lamb” but a voice like the 
dragon (13:11). Its appearance is gentle, almost Christlike, but its speech betrays its master. 
Later Revelation names it the false prophet (16:13; 19:20). Its whole function is to make the 
earth worship the first beast.

This is idolatrous religious propaganda in service of persecuting political power. In the first 
century it was the imperial priesthood and cult apparatus that sanctified Caesar-worship, 
dressing political loyalty in religious robes. The second beast does not draw attention to itself; it 
points to the first beast, builds its image, and pressures everyone to bow.

Notice the partnership. The first beast is the fist; the second beast is the voice that makes the 
fist seem righteous. Tyranny rarely succeeds by force alone. It needs a propaganda machine, a 
chorus of voices, sometimes religious voices, that make submission feel reasonable, patriotic, 
even holy. Whenever religion is bent to baptize the demands of raw power, the second beast is 
at work.

Help students see that this beast is the more subtle danger because it looks like a lamb. It does 
not threaten; it persuades. It does not demand worship for itself; it redirects worship to the 
beast. The defense is to test the voice against the truth, for a lamb that speaks like a dragon is 
no lamb at all.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues
 The second beast is the false prophet: idolatrous religious propaganda serving political 

power.



 It looks like a lamb but speaks like the dragon; appearance and allegiance differ.
 Its function is not self-promotion but redirecting worship to the first beast.
 Tyranny needs a voice that makes submission feel righteous; religion can be bent to that 

use.
 Discernment tests the message, not the costume; a lamb-voice that echoes the dragon is 

exposed.

Discussion Prompts

 Ask how a movement that looks gentle can still serve a beastly power, and how to tell.
 Discuss historical examples of religion enlisted to sanctify state demands.
 Explore why the lamb-like appearance makes the second beast more dangerous, not less.

Question 6

Student Question: 

The second beast “performs great signs” and deceives, even making an image that seems to 
speak (13:13–15). Where are you most susceptible to being deceived by impressive religious or 
cultural performance that points you away from Christ, and how do you cultivate the 
discernment to tell the counterfeit from the true?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The second beast “performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven” and 
deceives those who dwell on earth, even animating an image so that it seems to speak (13:13–
15). Counterfeit miracles are part of the deception. Jesus warned that false prophets would do 
signs to deceive (Matthew 24:24), and Paul described the lawless one coming “with all power 
and false signs and wonders” (2 Thessalonians 2:9). Impressive does not mean true.

This question is meant to make students examine their own susceptibility. We are easily moved 
by spectacle, by religious performance, by anything dramatic and emotionally powerful, and we 
can mistake the impressive for the holy. The second beast counts on exactly this.

Cultivating discernment is the answer. It is unglamorous work: knowing Scripture well enough to 
test what we are told (1 John 4:1; Acts 17:11), measuring every voice against Christ and His 
revealed word, and refusing to let wonder substitute for truth. The complete New Testament is 
our authority; we do not look for new revelation or new signs to validate a message. We ask 
whether it leads us to the crucified and risen Lamb or away from Him.

Remind students that the goal of all the beast’s signs is allegiance, not information. The test is 
always directional: does this draw me to worship the Lamb, or to bow to the beast?

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues
 Counterfeit signs are a tool of deception; impressive is not the same as true (Matthew 

24:24).



 We test every spirit and message against Scripture (1 John 4:1; Acts 17:11).
 The complete New Testament is our authority; we seek no new revelation or validating 

signs.
 The decisive test of any message is whether it leads us to worship Christ or away from Him.

Discussion Prompts

 Ask where the class is most tempted to equate the impressive with the holy.
 Discuss practical habits that build discernment to test what we are told.
 Explore how to weigh a powerful religious experience without making it the test of truth.

Question 7

Student Question: 

The beast “causes all” to be marked on the right hand or forehead, “so that no one can buy or 
sell unless he has the mark” (13:16–17), while elsewhere God’s people are sealed on their 
foreheads (7:3; 14:1). What does the mark symbolize, and what is the meaning of the economic 
and social squeeze it represents?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The mark is the chapter’s most misused image, so teach it carefully. The beast “causes all” to be 
marked on the right hand or the forehead, and “no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark” 
(13:16–17). Set this beside the seal of God: His servants are sealed on their foreheads (7:3), and 
the redeemed have the Lamb’s name and the Father’s name on their foreheads (14:1). The mark 
is the dark counterfeit of the seal.

The hand and the forehead are symbolic of action and allegiance, what you do and what you 
think, recalling the command in Deuteronomy 6:8 to bind God’s word on hand and forehead. To 
bear the beast’s mark is to belong to the beast in heart and deed, to give it the loyalty that 
belongs to God alone. It is not a physical stamp to be detected with a scanner; it is a symbol of 
ownership and worship.

The squeeze it represents is economic and social: no mark, no buying or selling, no normal place 
in society. In the first century, refusing the trade guilds’ patron deities or the civic Caesar-
worship could shut a believer out of commerce and community. The pressure is rarely a sudden 
martyrdom; it is the slow, grinding cost of faithfulness, the lost job, the closed door, the social 
exclusion that comes from refusing to bow.

This is where the teacher must explicitly guard the class. The mark is not a microchip, a barcode, 
an implant, a vaccine, a credit system, or any modern technology, and 13:16–17 is not a 
prophecy of a cashless economy to be matched to current headlines. To read it that way is to 
trade the text’s actual call, allegiance to Christ at real cost, for sensational speculation. Keep the 
focus on the symbol’s meaning: whose mark do you bear, and what is your loyalty costing you?

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues



 Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues
 The mark is the counterfeit of God’s seal on His people (7:3; 14:1); it symbolizes allegiance, 

not technology.
 Hand and forehead represent deed and allegiance, recalling Deuteronomy 6:8.
 The squeeze is economic and social: exclusion from ordinary life for refusing to worship the 

beast.
 The cost of faithfulness is often slow grinding pressure, not only sudden martyrdom.
 The mark is NOT a microchip, barcode, implant, or any modern technology; reading it so is 

sensationalism.

Discussion Prompts

 Compare the beast’s mark with God’s seal and ask what each says about whose we are.
 Discuss why hand and forehead are fitting symbols for allegiance in deed and thought.
 Carefully address why identifying the mark with modern technology misses the text’s actual 

call.

Question 8

Student Question: 

The chapter twice pauses to say, “Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints” (13:10), 
warning that some go into captivity and some are slain by the sword. What does costly, faithful 
non-conformity look like for you this week, in the ordinary places where it would be easier to just 
go along?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Twice the chapter halts the action to address the church directly: “If anyone is to be taken 
captive, to captivity he goes; if anyone is to be slain with the sword, with the sword must he be 
slain. Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints” (13:10). This is the pastoral heart of 
the vision. Revelation is not given to satisfy curiosity but to steel the church for faithful 
endurance.

Notice that the call does not promise rescue from suffering. Some go into captivity; some are 
slain. The promise is not that the beast will be unable to touch you but that faithfulness is the 
path of those who belong to the Lamb. Endurance and faith, not escape, are the marks of the 
saints.

This question moves the student from ancient persecution to present obedience. For most of 
your class the cost is not the sword but the smaller, daily refusals: not laughing at what 
dishonors Christ, not padding the numbers at work, not going silent when faithfulness is 
unpopular, not buying peace by bowing slightly to whatever power demands ultimate loyalty. 
Costly non-conformity is usually undramatic and always specific.

Press for the specific. “This week” and “in the ordinary places” are deliberate. General resolve 
evaporates; named, concrete resolve forms character. Help each student identify one real place 



where going along would be easy and faithfulness will cost something, and resolve to stand 
there.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues
 The chapter’s heart is a call to the endurance and faith of the saints (13:10).
 Faithfulness is not promised escape from suffering; some are taken captive or slain.
 Most costly non-conformity is ordinary and daily, not dramatic martyrdom.
 Christians can fall away; endurance to the end is required, not automatic (Revelation 2:5; 

3:5).
 Concrete, named resolve forms character where general intentions fail.

Discussion Prompts

 Ask why John interrupts the vision to call for endurance rather than to promise rescue.
 Discuss the small daily refusals that make up costly non-conformity for ordinary Christians.
 Have each student name one specific place this week where faithfulness will cost 

something.

Question 9

Student Question: 

The chapter closes, “This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the 
number of the beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666” (13:18). How should 
we soberly understand the beast and 666 as a symbol of man-centered incompleteness and 
counterfeit, against the sensationalism that ties them to modern political figures, technologies, 
microchips, or barcodes, and against all date-setting?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Here is the heaviest doctrinal moment of the lesson, and the teacher must handle it with 
sobriety and confidence. The text says, “This calls for wisdom: let the one who has 
understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number 
is 666” (13:18). “Wisdom” in Revelation never means cracking a code from tomorrow’s news; it 
means seeing through the symbol to the truth it carries.

Begin with the symbolism, because that is where the meaning lies. Throughout Revelation seven 
is the number of God, of completeness and divine fullness. Six falls short of seven; it is 
incompleteness, the perpetual coming-up-short of humanity that tries to be God and cannot. Six 
tripled is that failure intensified to its fullness, a counterfeit trinity, man-centered power 
straining toward divinity and missing it three times over. The number says: this is humanity 
playing God and never reaching the throne. It is “the number of a man,” the mark of the merely 
human exalting itself against God.

It is also reasonable to mention, soberly, that in the first-century setting 666 may work by 
gematria, the ancient practice of summing the numerical values of letters, and that the most 



cited solution yields a form of “Nero Caesar.” This fits the chapter’s reference to imperial Rome 
and the emperor cult. But present this as a plausible first-century anchor, not as the key that 
unlocks a modern prediction. The number remains, above all, a symbol of imperfection and 
counterfeit.

Now draw the bright line, and draw it firmly, because this is where sincere believers are most 
often misled. Do NOT identify the beast or 666 with any modern political figure, nation, 
technology, microchip, barcode, implant, or computer system. Do not use it for date-setting; 
Jesus said no one knows the day or hour (Matthew 24:36; Acts 1:7). Every generation that has 
matched 666 to a contemporary villain has been wrong, and the practice trades the text’s sober 
call for sensationalism. Warn the class away from such speculation directly and kindly.

Land the question where John lands it: on wisdom and worship. The beast and its number reveal 
man-centered power as a counterfeit that always falls short of God. The right response is not to 
decode it but to refuse it, to bear God’s seal rather than the beast’s mark, and to endure. Keep 
the whole discussion symbolic and amillennial, with the Lamb, not the beast, at the center.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues
 666 is a symbol of man-centered incompleteness: humanity falling short of the divine seven, 

a counterfeit, possibly a parody of the Trinity.
 “Wisdom” means seeing through the symbol to its truth, not decoding tomorrow’s 

headlines.
 In the first century the number may be gematria for a Caesar (Nero), fitting the 

Rome/emperor-cult reference, but it remains a symbol of imperfection.
 Do NOT identify the beast or 666 with any modern figure, nation, technology, microchip, 

barcode, or implant; warn the class away from such sensationalism.
 No date-setting: no one knows the day or hour (Matthew 24:36; Acts 1:7); every modern 

identification has failed.
 The right response to the number is not calculation but refusal, endurance, and worship of 

the Lamb.

Discussion Prompts

 Walk the class through the symbolic logic of six falling short of seven, tripled to its fullness.
 Explain gematria and the Nero solution as a sober first-century possibility, not a modern key.
 Address directly and kindly why tying 666 to modern figures or technology is sensationalism 

to avoid.

Question 10

Student Question: 

Looking back across the whole chapter, with its two beasts, its parody of Christ, its mark, and its 
repeated call to endurance, name one specific way Jesus is using this passage to form you into a 
more discerning, more faithful, less easily intimidated disciple.



Commentary and Teaching Notes

This capstone question gathers the whole chapter and turns it toward formation. The two 
beasts, the parody of Christ, the mark, the squeeze, and the repeated call to endurance all aim 
at one thing: a church that is discerning, faithful, and not easily intimidated. Ask the student to 
name how Jesus is forming them through this passage.

Resist letting answers stay abstract. The chapter is concrete, and so should the response be. One 
student may need to grow in discernment, learning to test impressive voices against Scripture. 
Another may need courage to refuse a daily mark of compromise at work. Another may need to 
stop marveling at power and return their awe to the Lamb. Another may simply need the 
comfort that the beast is on a fixed leash and Christ already reigns.

End the lesson on worship and hope. The beast is loud, but it is bounded; the Lamb is slain, but 
He lives and reigns. The student who leaves fixed on the Lamb, bearing His seal, resolved to one 
specific act of faithful non-conformity, has heard Revelation 13 as John meant it to be heard.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues
 The aim of the chapter is formation: discerning, faithful, unintimidated disciples.
 Spiritual growth is named and specific, not abstract resolve.
 The Lamb, slain yet reigning, is the proper center and end of the whole vision.
 Bearing God’s seal and refusing the beast’s mark is a daily, lived allegiance.

Discussion Prompts

 Ask each student to name one specific way Jesus is forming them through Revelation 13.
 Invite the class to identify whether they most need discernment, courage, comfort, or 

reordered awe.
 Close by turning the group’s attention to the slain and reigning Lamb in worship.


