
The Book of Revelation, Teacher’s Guide
Lesson 9: The Little Scroll and the Two Witnesses
Revelation 10:1–11:19

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

Doctrinally, this lesson stands or falls on reading the symbolic time periods and the witnessing 
church rightly, because chapter 11 is a favorite quarry for literalistic and futurist systems. Teach 
the forty-two months, the 1,260 days, and the three and a half days as one and the same 
symbolic figure, broken half of seven, the limited age of the church’s suffering between Christ’s 
first and second comings, never a literal calendar of a future seven-year tribulation. The 
measured temple is not a rebuilt building in Jerusalem but God’s true worshiping people, 
preserved and secured even as their outer life is trampled. The two witnesses are not two end-
time prophets but the witnessing church herself, drawn in the colors of Moses and Elijah and 
numbered two because the law requires two witnesses for valid testimony. Their death, three 
and a half days in the street, and resurrection portray the recurring pattern of the church 
following her Lord through apparent defeat into vindication. And the seventh trumpet must be 
heard as it is written, an announcement that the kingdom of the world has already become the 
kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, who reigns now and forever (Acts 2:33–36; Ephesians 
1:20–22; 1 Corinthians 15:24–26), not a forecast of a coming earthly millennium.

Just as importantly, this lesson aims at the heart and backbone of the student. The eaten scroll, 
sweet then bitter, hands every believer a personal commission: God’s word is joy to receive and 
costly to carry, and a disciple who has truly swallowed it will taste both. The measured 
worshipers steady the fearful: when your outward life is trampled, God has counted and 
secured what truly belongs to Him. The slain and risen witnesses pour courage into discouraged 
saints who feel their witness has been mocked and left for dead. And the seventh trumpet lifts 
every weary eye to the certain outcome: the Lamb already reigns and will reign forever. The aim 
is not merely to refute bad eschatology but to send disciples back into the world to bear faithful, 
costly, hopeful witness.

So hold both together. The student should leave with firmer conviction (the symbolic time 
periods describe the church’s age-long suffering, the witnesses are the witnessing church, and 
Christ reigns now) and with a stirred, strengthened heart (ready to eat the scroll whole, to speak 
the word at cost, and to endure because the kingdom is already the Lord’s). A class that wins the 
argument about forty-two months but never takes up the costly, hopeful witness of the two 
witnesses has missed why John was told to eat the scroll.

Question 1

Student Question: 

A mighty angel stands on sea and land with a little open scroll, and when the seven thunders 
speak John is told, “Seal up what the seven thunders have said, and do not write it down” (10:4), 



yet the angel swears “there would be no more delay” and “the mystery of God would be fulfilled” 
(10:6–7). What is this scene teaching about what God reveals, what He keeps hidden, and the 
certainty that His saving purpose is racing toward completion?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The mighty angel descends robed in a cloud, crowned with a rainbow, his face like the sun, 
planting one foot on the sea and one on the land (10:1–2). The picture announces God’s claim 
over the whole earth and the nearness of His decisive action. In his hand is a little scroll, lying 
open, a word of God ready to be received and proclaimed.

When the seven thunders speak, John reaches for his pen and is stopped: “Seal up what the 
seven thunders have said, and do not write it down” (10:4). This is a deliberate and humbling 
boundary. Not all of God’s counsel is given to us. There are purposes God keeps folded in His 
own heart, and the faithful response is not to pry but to trust. The same book that reveals so 
much also reminds us how much remains hidden (Deuteronomy 29:29).

Yet what is revealed is gloriously certain. The angel raises his hand to heaven and swears by the 
eternal Creator that “there would be no more delay,” that in the seventh trumpet “the mystery 
of God would be fulfilled, just as he announced to his servants the prophets” (10:6–7). The 
mystery of God is His age-long saving purpose, to redeem a people and put down all evil through 
the Lamb, and it is not stalled or uncertain. It is racing toward completion.

Help the class rest in both halves of this scene. We are not given a key to every secret, and we 
do not need one. We are given something better, the sworn promise of the living God that His 
saving purpose will surely be fulfilled. Faith lives content with what God reveals and trusts Him 
with what He hides.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues
 God reveals much but keeps some purposes hidden in His own counsel (10:4; Deuteronomy 

29:29).
 The sealed thunders teach humility before what God has not disclosed, not speculation.
 The angel’s oath guarantees “no more delay“; God’s saving purpose races toward 

completion (10:6–7).
 The “mystery of God” is His age-long plan to redeem a people and defeat all evil through the 

Lamb.
 Faith trusts the certainty of God’s promise rather than demanding to know every secret.

Discussion Prompts

 Why is John told to seal up the seven thunders, and what does that teach us?
 What is the “mystery of God” the angel swears will be fulfilled?
 How can we rest in what God reveals while trusting Him with what He hides?

Question 2



Student Question: 

John is told to eat the scroll, and it is “sweet as honey” in the mouth but bitter in the stomach 
(10:9–10). Where in your own walk has God’s word been sweet to receive, and where have you 
tasted the bitterness of actually carrying it and living it out?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self question turns the eaten scroll toward the student’s own experience of the word. John 
takes the scroll and eats it, and it is exactly as promised, “sweet as honey” in the mouth, bitter in 
the stomach (10:9–10). To eat the scroll is to take God’s word fully into oneself, not to admire it 
from a distance but to ingest it until it becomes part of you.

Lead the class to name the sweetness honestly. The word of God is sweet because it brings the 
gospel of a reigning Lamb, the forgiveness of sins, the promise of a redeemed people, the 
assurance of a kingdom that cannot be shaken. “How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter 
than honey to my mouth” (Psalm 119:103). Every believer has tasted that honey, in conversion, 
in comfort, in a promise that held when nothing else did.

But press the bitterness just as honestly. The same word that is sweet to receive is costly to 
carry. It calls us to repentance that hurts, to obedience that costs, to confessing Christ where it 
is unwelcome, to holding truth when friends fall away. To swallow God’s word whole is to 
accept that it will reorder a life, and reordering is bitter before it is healing. Invite each student 
to name one place where the word has been sweet and one place where living it has been 
bitter, and to thank God that the same word carries both.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues
 To eat the scroll is to take God’s word fully into oneself, not admire it at a distance (10:9–

10).
 The word is sweet: gospel, forgiveness, an unshakable kingdom (Psalm 119:103).
 The same word is bitter to carry: it calls for costly repentance, obedience, and witness.
 Mature faith accepts both the sweetness and the cost of taking God’s word into life.

Discussion Prompts

 Where has God’s word been honey-sweet to you?
 Where has living out that word turned bitter or costly?
 What does it mean to swallow God’s word whole rather than admire it from a distance?

Question 3

Student Question: 

After eating the scroll John is told, “You must again prophesy about many peoples and nations 
and languages and kings” (10:11). Read symbolically, how does the eaten scroll picture the 



church’s commission to take God’s word into the world, and why does that commission come 
with both sweetness and cost?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

After John eats the scroll he is commissioned: “You must again prophesy about many peoples 
and nations and languages and kings” (10:11). The eaten word becomes a spoken word. This is 
the pattern of every true messenger, the prophet first takes God’s word inside until it is part of 
him, and only then is he sent to proclaim it. Ezekiel was told the same, to eat the scroll sweet as 
honey and then go and speak to the house of Israel (Ezekiel 2:8–3:3).

Read symbolically, John here stands for the whole church and her commission. The scroll is 
God’s word; eating it pictures receiving and internalizing the gospel; the sending to “many 
peoples and nations and languages and kings” is the church’s worldwide task of proclamation. 
What was given to John is given to us: take the word in, then take it out to the world (Matthew 
28:18–20).

Now explain why the commission carries both sweetness and cost, since this is the point the 
scroll’s two tastes have prepared. The message is sweet, good news of a reigning Lamb who 
saves. But proclaiming it to a hostile world is bitter, for the world that crucified the Lamb does 
not welcome His heralds. The sweetness is in the gospel itself; the bitterness is in the resistance, 
rejection, and suffering that come with carrying it.

Help the class feel the dignity of this. The same commission that fell on John and the apostles 
falls on the church still. We are not spectators of God’s word but stewards of it, sent to speak it 
at whatever cost, because a world of peoples and nations and languages and kings still needs to 
hear that the Lamb reigns.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues
 The eaten scroll becomes a spoken word; receiving God’s word leads to proclaiming it 

(10:11; Ezekiel 2:8–3:3).
 John pictures the whole church and her commission to all peoples (Matthew 28:18–20).
 The gospel itself is sweet; carrying it to a hostile world is the bitter cost.
 The church is steward of God’s word, sent to speak it at whatever cost.

Discussion Prompts

 How does the eaten scroll picture the church’s commission to the world?
 Why does taking God’s word into the world bring both sweetness and cost?
 What does it mean to be a steward of God’s word rather than a spectator of it?

Question 4

Student Question: 



The angel’s commission sends the word to “many peoples and nations and languages and kings” 
(10:11). Who are the people God has placed within your reach who need to hear His word, and 
what makes you hesitate to speak it to them?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self question presses the worldwide reach of the commission, “many peoples and nations 
and languages and kings” (10:11), down to the people within each student’s actual reach. The 
grand scope of the church’s mission is carried out in countless small, particular faithfulnesses, a 
neighbor, a coworker, a son, a friend who does not yet know the Lamb.

Help the class get concrete and personal. The temptation is to admire the global mission in the 
abstract while never speaking to the specific person at our own table. Ask them to picture faces, 
not categories. Who has God placed near you, by family, by friendship, by daily proximity, who 
needs to hear His word?

Then name the hesitation honestly, because the bitterness of the scroll is exactly here. We hold 
back out of fear of rejection, fear of awkwardness, fear of straining a relationship, fear of not 
having the right words. The point is not to manufacture guilt but to bring our hesitation into the 
light and let the courage of the witnessing church (which the next questions explore) press us 
forward. Invite each student to name one person and one next step, a conversation, an 
invitation, an honest word, taken in the strength of the Lord who sends us.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues
 The church’s worldwide commission is carried out in particular, personal faithfulness 

(10:11).
 We are tempted to admire the mission in the abstract while neglecting the person near us.
 Hesitation often springs from fear of rejection, awkwardness, or strained relationships.
 Faithful witness names a real person and a concrete next step.

Discussion Prompts

 Who are the specific people within your reach who need to hear God’s word?
 What makes you hesitate to speak to them?
 What is one concrete next step you can take this week?

Question 5

Student Question: 

John is told to measure “the temple of God and the altar and those who worship there,” but to 
leave out the outer court, “given over to the nations” to be trampled “for forty-two months” 
(11:1–2). Since this is not a literal rebuilt temple, what does the measuring picture about how 
God preserves His true worshiping people even as the world is permitted to trample them for a 
limited time?



Commentary and Teaching Notes

John is handed a measuring rod and told to measure “the temple of God and the altar and those 
who worship there,” but to leave out the outer court, “given over to the nations,” who will 
trample the holy city “for forty-two months” (11:1–2). Begin by clearing away the literalistic 
reading: this is apocalyptic symbol, not a building program. There is no command here to rebuild 
a physical temple in Jerusalem, and the New Testament never anticipates one. Under the new 
covenant the temple is the church, God’s people indwelt by His Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16; 
Ephesians 2:19–22; 1 Peter 2:4–5).

Measuring in Scripture is an act of claiming, marking off, and securing for preservation (compare 
Ezekiel 40–48; Zechariah 2:1–5). To measure the temple and its worshipers is to seal them as 
God’s own, counted and kept. The inner sanctuary, the true worshiping people, is preserved; 
this is the same comforting truth as the sealing of chapter 7, viewed from a new angle.

But the outer court is left unmeasured and given over to be trampled for forty-two months. This 
pictures the same reality the whole book keeps teaching: God preserves the heart and soul of 
His people, their real standing before Him, even while He permits the world for a limited season 
to trample their outward life, their bodies, reputations, comfort, even their lives. The church can 
be persecuted and apparently overrun in the world’s eyes while remaining wholly secure in 
God’s eyes.

Establish the meaning of the forty-two months here, since it governs the whole chapter. Forty-
two months is three and a half years, exactly half of seven, the number of completeness broken 
in two. It is the same span as the 1,260 days and the three and a half days that follow, a symbol 
of the limited, divinely measured age of the church’s suffering between Christ’s comings. It is 
bounded (‘only forty-two months,’ not forever) and therefore hopeful: the trampling has a 
divinely set limit. This is not a literal calendar of a future tribulation but the symbolic shape of 
the whole present age.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues
 The temple is not a rebuilt building but God’s worshiping people, the church (1 Corinthians 

3:16; Ephesians 2:19–22; 1 Peter 2:4–5).
 Measuring marks off and secures God’s true people for preservation (compare Ezekiel 40–

48; Zechariah 2:1–5).
 The trampled outer court pictures the world’s permitted assault on the church’s outward life 

for a limited time.
 Forty-two months is three and a half years, half of seven, the symbolic age of the church’s 

suffering, not a literal calendar.
 The limit is itself hope: the trampling is bounded and divinely measured.

Discussion Prompts

 Why should we not read the measured temple as a literal rebuilt building?



 What does measuring the worshipers picture about God preserving His people?
 How is the limited ‘forty-two months’ actually a word of hope?

Question 6

Student Question: 

The outer court is trampled while the worshipers within are measured and kept (11:1–2). When 
your outward circumstances feel trampled, your reputation, your comfort, your sense of security, 
what would it mean to trust that God has measured and secured the part of you that truly 
belongs to Him?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self question presses the measured temple into the student’s own fears. The vision 
distinguishes the inner sanctuary, measured and kept, from the outer court, trampled by the 
nations (11:1–2). It promises that God can preserve what truly belongs to Him even while the 
world tramples the outside of our lives.

Help the class apply the distinction honestly. The outer court of our lives, our reputation, our 
comfort, our security, our standing in the world, really can be trampled. Faith does not pretend 
otherwise; Revelation never promises believers an easy outward life. What it promises is that 
the inner sanctuary, our true standing before God, our soul, our place in His kingdom, is 
measured, counted, and secure, beyond the reach of any trampling.

Make it concrete and steadying. When your circumstances feel overrun, the loss of a job, a 
damaged name, a frightening diagnosis, the collapse of something you leaned on, the question 
becomes whether you will trust that God has already measured and secured the part of you that 
matters most. “The Lord knows those who are his” (2 Timothy 2:19). Invite each student to 
name one trampled area and to rest it in the God who has measured and kept their soul.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues
 The outer life can be trampled while the inner sanctuary remains measured and secure 

(11:1–2).
 Faith does not deny outward loss but trusts God’s keeping of the soul.
 Our true standing before God is counted and secured beyond the world’s reach (2 Timothy 

2:19).
 Endurance means resting trampled circumstances in the God who has measured what 

matters most.

Discussion Prompts

 Which ‘outer court’ of your life feels trampled right now?
 What would it mean to trust that God has measured and secured your soul?
 How does this distinction steady you when circumstances feel overrun?



Question 7

Student Question: 

The two witnesses prophesy 1,260 days in sackcloth, with power like Moses and Elijah, and “if 
anyone would harm them, fire pours from their mouth” (11:3–6). Reading the two witnesses as 
the witnessing church (two for valid testimony, drawn in the colors of Moses and Elijah), what is 
this passage teaching about the church’s task and protection during the whole age between 
Christ’s comings?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The two witnesses appear, clothed in sackcloth, prophesying for 1,260 days, granted power to 
shut the sky like Elijah and to turn water to blood and strike the earth with plagues like Moses, 
and if anyone tries to harm them, fire pours from their mouth (11:3–6). Read this symbolically, 
as the book asks. The two witnesses are not two end-time individuals but a picture of the 
witnessing church across the whole age, drawn in the colors of Moses and Elijah, the great 
representatives of the Law and the Prophets who testified for God against hostile powers.

Explain the number two, since it is the key to their identity. God’s law requires two witnesses for 
valid testimony (Deuteronomy 19:15), and Jesus sent His disciples out two by two (Mark 6:7). 
The church bears valid, God-sanctioned testimony to the world; she is the ‘two witnesses’ 
whose word God Himself confirms. The sackcloth marks her message as a summons to 
repentance, and the 1,260 days is the same symbolic span as the forty-two months, the limited 
age of her witness and suffering between Christ’s comings.

Note the protection given the witnesses. The ‘fire from their mouth’ and power over sky and 
water portray the strange invincibility of the church’s testimony during the days appointed for 
it: as long as her witnessing task is unfinished, no power on earth can finally silence her. The 
word of God she carries cannot be stopped (Isaiah 55:11; Acts 12:24). The gates of Hades will 
not prevail against Christ’s church (Matthew 16:18).

So the passage teaches the church both her task and her keeping. Her task is to prophesy, to 
bear faithful, repentance-calling testimony to a hostile world. Her keeping is that during the 
days God has appointed for that testimony, she cannot be finally silenced. Help the class see 
themselves in the two witnesses, not as spectators of two future prophets, but as part of the 
witnessing church whose testimony God Himself guards and confirms.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues
 The two witnesses symbolize the witnessing church across the age, not two end-time 

individuals (11:3–6).
 Two witnesses fulfill the law’s requirement for valid testimony (Deuteronomy 19:15; Mark 

6:7).



 They are drawn in the colors of Moses and Elijah, the Law and the Prophets testifying 
against hostile powers.

 The 1,260 days is the same symbolic span as the forty-two months, the limited age of the 
church’s witness.

 Until her task is done the church’s testimony cannot be finally silenced (Isaiah 55:11; Acts 
12:24; Matthew 16:18).

Discussion Prompts

 Why are the two witnesses best read as the witnessing church rather than two individuals?
 What is the significance of there being two witnesses, and of the Moses-and-Elijah colors?
 What protection does the church’s testimony have during the days God has appointed for 

it?

Question 8

Student Question: 

For a time the witnesses seem invincible, then the beast kills them and their bodies lie in the 
street while the world celebrates (11:7–10). Have you ever felt that your witness for Christ had 
been defeated, mocked, or left lying in the street? What does this passage stir up in you about 
staying faithful when it looks like faith has lost?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self question lingers on the dark turn of the vision. For a time the witnesses seem 
untouchable, but when they have finished their testimony, the beast “will make war on them 
and conquer them and kill them,” and their bodies lie in the street of the great city while the 
world looks on, refuses them burial, gloats, and exchanges gifts in celebration (11:7–10). For 
three and a half days it appears the church’s witness has been not merely opposed but 
defeated.

Let the class feel how real this experience is. Most faithful believers have known a season when 
their witness seemed to lie dead in the street, a stand for Christ that was mocked, a gospel 
labored over that bore no fruit, a faithful life that the world treated as a joke. The image is 
painfully honest: sometimes faithfulness looks, for a while, like total defeat.

But hold the tension, because the next verses are coming and this question deliberately stops 
just before them to surface the feeling first. The point is not to wallow in defeat but to name it 
truthfully so that the resurrection of the witnesses (the next question) lands with full force. Ask 
the class to remember a time their witness seemed dead, and to hold that memory open as the 
passage moves toward vindication. The God who let the witnesses lie in the street is the God 
who is about to breathe life into them again.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues



 The beast ‘conquers’ and kills the witnesses, and the world gloats over their apparent defeat 
(11:7–10).

 Faithful witness can look, for a season, like total defeat and humiliation.
 The passage is honest about the experience of seeming to lose for Christ.
 Naming the defeat truthfully prepares us to receive the vindication that follows.

Discussion Prompts

 Have you ever felt your witness for Christ lay ‘dead in the street‘?
 Why is the passage so honest about faithfulness sometimes looking like defeat?
 How does naming that defeat prepare us for the vindication God brings?

Question 9

Student Question: 

The two witnesses are killed, lie dead three and a half days, then “a breath of life from God 
entered them, and they stood up” and were called to heaven (11:11–12); and the seventh 
trumpet announces, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ, and he shall reign forever” (11:15). Explain from this text why the 1,260 days and forty-
two months are symbolic of the church’s limited age of suffering and not a literal future seven-
year tribulation, why the death and resurrection of the witnesses is the pattern of the whole 
witnessing church rather than two end-time individuals, and why the seventh trumpet 
announces Christ’s reign as a present and consummated reality rather than a still-future earthly 
millennium (compare Acts 2:33–36; Ephesians 1:20–22).

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the doctrinal heart of the lesson, and it requires the teacher to hold three claims together 
clearly: the symbolic time periods, the witnessing church, and the present reign of Christ. Take 
them in order. After three and a half days, “a breath of life from God entered them, and they 
stood up on their feet,” and a voice called them up to heaven as their enemies watched (11:11–
12). Then the seventh trumpet sounds and heaven shouts, “The kingdom of the world has 
become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever” (11:15).

First, the symbolic time periods. The forty-two months (11:2), the 1,260 days (11:3), and the 
three and a half days (11:9, 11) are all the same figure, three and a half, half of the complete 
number seven, broken and therefore limited. They mark the bounded age of the church’s 
suffering and witness between Christ’s first and second comings, not a literal seven-year 
tribulation on a future calendar. The numbers are deliberately symbolic, as the whole book’s 
numbers are, and the structure of Revelation is recapitulation, the same age-long conflict shown 
from many angles, not a straight-line schedule of the world’s final seven years. To turn three 
and a half years into a datable end-time tribulation is to read into the text a calendar it never 
gives and that Scripture forbids us to construct (Matthew 24:36; Acts 1:7).

Second, the witnesses are the witnessing church, not two end-time prophets. They are two 
because the law requires two for valid testimony (Deuteronomy 19:15), drawn in the colors of 



Moses and Elijah, killed by the beast, and then raised by ‘a breath of life from God.’ Their death 
and resurrection is the recurring pattern of the whole church following her Lord: she witnesses, 
suffers, seems to die, and is raised and vindicated by the God who raised Jesus. This is not a one-
time future event but the age-long shape of the church’s life. The same God who raised the slain 
Lamb raises His slain witnesses.

Third, and most important, the seventh trumpet announces Christ’s reign as a present and 
consummated reality, not a still-future earthly millennium. The shout is in the perfect tense of 
accomplished fact: the kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His 
Christ. This is exactly the New Testament’s settled teaching. At Pentecost Peter declared that 
God ‘has made him both Lord and Christ,’ exalted to the right hand of God to reign now (Acts 
2:33–36). God ‘seated him at his right hand... far above all rule and authority,’ and ‘put all things 
under his feet’ (Ephesians 1:20–22). ‘He must reign until he has put all his enemies under his 
feet,’ the last enemy being death (1 Corinthians 15:24–26). There is no waiting for a future 
earthly throne in Jerusalem; Christ reigns from heaven now and will reign forever, and the 
seventh trumpet announces both His present reign and its final consummation.

Tie the three claims together for the class. Because the time periods are symbolic and limited, 
the church’s suffering is bounded and will end. Because the witnesses are the witnessing church, 
their resurrection is the promise of our vindication. And because the seventh trumpet declares 
Christ already reigns, we bear witness not toward an uncertain future victory but from a victory 
already won. Guard the class firmly against the premillennial and dispensational framework, no 
future seven-year tribulation timetable, no literal rebuilt temple, no still-future earthly 
millennial reign, and send them out to witness in the confidence that the kingdom is already the 
Lord’s and He shall reign forever and ever.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues
 Forty-two months, 1,260 days, and three and a half days are one symbolic figure (half of 

seven), the limited age of the church’s suffering, not a literal seven-year tribulation (11:2–3, 
9, 11).

 Revelation’s structure is recapitulation, not a straight-line schedule of the world’s final 
years; date-setting is forbidden (Matthew 24:36; Acts 1:7).

 The two witnesses are the witnessing church (two for valid testimony, in the colors of Moses 
and Elijah), not two end-time prophets (Deuteronomy 19:15).

 Their death and resurrection is the age-long pattern of the church following her Lord into 
vindication, not a one-time future event.

 The seventh trumpet announces Christ’s reign as already accomplished and to be 
consummated, not a future earthly millennium (11:15).

 Christ reigns now from God’s right hand (Acts 2:33–36; Ephesians 1:20–22; 1 Corinthians 
15:24–26); reject the rebuilt temple, the literal tribulation timetable, and the future earthly 
reign.

Discussion Prompts



 Why are the forty-two months, 1,260 days, and three and a half days symbolic rather than a 
literal future tribulation?

 Why are the slain-and-raised witnesses the whole witnessing church rather than two end-
time individuals?

 What does it change for our witness that the seventh trumpet declares Christ already reigns 
now?

Question 10

Student Question: 

Look back across the whole vision, the open scroll sweet and bitter, the measured worshipers, 
the witnesses slain and raised, and the trumpet that declares Christ already reigns. Name one 
specific way the Lord is using this passage to form you, whether to swallow His word whole, to 
bear costly witness, or to keep going because you know how the story ends.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This capstone gathers the whole vision and asks for one specific way the Lord is forming the 
student through it. The passage has carried us through the open scroll sweet and bitter, the 
measured worshipers kept while the outer court is trampled, the witnesses slain and raised, and 
the trumpet that declares the kingdom already belongs to our Lord and His Christ. Each scene 
presses toward a response.

Help students name a concrete, personal movement rather than a vague resolve. For one it may 
be a fresh willingness to swallow God’s word whole, sweetness and cost together, instead of 
admiring it from a safe distance. For another it may be the courage to bear costly witness to a 
particular person, trusting that the church’s testimony cannot be finally silenced. For another it 
may be a new steadiness under trampling, resting in the God who has measured and secured 
the soul. And for many it will be simply this: the strength to keep going because they now know 
how the story ends.

Close by lifting their eyes to the seventh trumpet. The reason the church can eat the bitter 
scroll, witness in sackcloth, and rise from the street is that the kingdom of the world has already 
become the kingdom of our Lord, and He shall reign forever and ever (11:15). We do not witness 
toward an uncertain victory; we witness from a victory already won by the Lamb. Send the class 
out to bear faithful, costly, hopeful testimony, because the One who already reigns will surely 
vindicate everyone who is His (2 Timothy 2:12; Revelation 22:12).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues
 The passage aims at transformation, not just information; it sends us out to witness.
 Possible movements: swallowing God’s word whole, bearing costly witness, steadiness 

under trampling, hope that endures.
 The church witnesses from a victory already won, not toward an uncertain one (11:15).



 The reigning Lord will vindicate everyone who is His (2 Timothy 2:12; Revelation 22:12).

Discussion Prompts

 Which scene in this vision most affected you, and why?
 What specific movement is the Lord working in you, in receiving His word, bearing witness, 

or enduring?
 How does knowing Christ already reigns change the way you will witness this week?


