The Book of Proverbs, Teacher’s Guide
Lesson 13: The Words of Agur, Lemuel, and the Excellent Wife
Proverbs 30:1-31:31

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

This final lesson gathers the whole book to its God-appointed destination, and two great
doctrines stand at the center. The first is the authority, purity, and sufficiency of Scripture.
Agur’s words, “Every word of God proves true... Do not add to his words” (30:5-6), call us to
receive God'’s revelation exactly as He gave it, neither subtracting from it nor supplementing it
with human invention. This is the conviction to speak where the Bible speaks and to be silent
where it is silent, to test every teaching and practice by the word rather than by tradition,
preference, or majority. The second great doctrine is the fear of the Lord itself (31:30), the
controlling theme of the entire book, here set as the crown of a finished life. Wisdom was never
information to be admired; it was reverence for God to be lived. Guard against turning the
portrait of the excellent wife into a checklist of impossible demands; she is an honored picture
of wisdom embodied, of godly character, faith, industry, generosity, and strength that both
women and men can admire and emulate in the fear of the Lord.

Pastorally, the aim is to bring the class to a sense of arrival. Across this study we have watched
wisdom move from the lips of a teacher to the streets, to the home, to the marketplace, to the
throne, and now into a single God-fearing life. The formational goal is that each student would
not merely know more about wisdom but would revere God more deeply and walk in that
reverence concretely. Press the contentment of Agur (30:7-9) against our restless culture, and
press the justice of Lemuel’s mother (31:8-9) against any faith that would keep wisdom selfishly
to itself.

Finally, this closes the whole study, so lift every eye to Christ. He is the wisdom of God (1
Corinthians 1:24,30; Colossians 2:3), the One in whom the entire pursuit of wisdom finds its end.
The fear of the Lord that began our journey and crowns this book is, for us who live after the
cross, fulfilled in bowing to the Lord Jesus, hearing His word, and walking in it. Send the class out
not with a feeling of finishing a book, but with a renewed resolve to fear the Lord and to follow
Christ, in whom all wisdom is found.

Question 1
Student Question:

Agur confesses his own limits and then declares, “Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to
those who take refuge in him. Do not add to his words” (30:5-6). What does this passage teach
us about the purity, sufficiency, and authority of Scripture, and what does it mean in practice to
refuse to add to or take away from God’s word?



Commentary and Teaching Notes

Chapter 30 opens with “The words of Agur son of Jakeh. The oracle.” We know nothing certain
of Agur beyond this chapter, and that anonymity is part of the point. The Holy Spirit included an
obscure sage’s words within inspired Scripture, reminding us that wisdom is not the property of
the famous but the gift of God to anyone who will fear Him and receive His word.

Agur begins with a startling confession: “Surely | am too stupid to be a man. | have not the
understanding of a man. | have not learned wisdom, nor have | knowledge of the Holy One”
(30:2-3). This is not false modesty; it is the foundation of true wisdom. The person who
imagines he has arrived has not yet begun. By emptying his own hands, Agur prepares us to
receive everything from God’s.

Then comes the high point of the chapter and one of the great statements in all Scripture about
God’s word: “Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. Do
not add to his words, lest he rebuke you and you be found a liar” (30:5-6). Three truths shine
here. God’s word is pure, tested and proven like refined metal. God Himself is a shield to those
who shelter in His word. And His word is complete and authoritative, so that adding to it is not
devotion but rebellion that exposes us as liars.

This is the heartbeat of the conviction to speak where the Bible speaks and to be silent where it
is silent. We do not improve on God by inventing doctrines, practices, or assurances He never
gave. The same warning rings at the very end of the Bible (Revelation 22:18-19) and reflects
God’s consistent command not to add to or take from His word (Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32). Our
task is to receive, guard, and obey what God has actually said.

Verse 4 sets up this high view of the word with a series of unanswerable questions: “Who has
ascended to heaven and come down? ... What is his name, and what is his son’s name?” No
mere man can answer. Yet the New Testament tells us of One who came down from heaven and
ascended again (John 3:13), the Son in whom God has fully spoken (Hebrews 1:1-2). Agur’s
questions reach forward, even if he could not see it, to Christ.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e The purity of Scripture: God’s word is tested and proven true, not a mixture of truth and
error (Psalm 12:6; 19:7-9).

¢ The sufficiency of Scripture: it furnishes us completely for every good work, needing no
human supplement (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

¢ The authority of Scripture: adding to or subtracting from God’s word is condemned
(Deuteronomy 4:2; Revelation 22:18-19).

® The principle of speaking where the Bible speaks and being silent where it is silent, over
against human tradition and invention.

® God as a shield to those who take refuge in His word (30:5), an invitation to trust, not
merely to know.



* Verse 4 and the unanswerable questions point beyond man to Christ, the Son who came
down from heaven (John 3:13; Hebrews 1:1-2).

Discussion Prompts

¢ What are some ways, even sincere ones, that people add to God's word today, and why
does Agur call that adding such a serious thing?

e  What is the difference between knowing the Bible is true and actually taking refuge in it as
your shield?

*  How does beginning with Agur’s humble confession (30:2-3) change the way we read
everything that follows?

Question 2
Student Question:

Agur began with humility, admitting he had not learned wisdom or known the Holy One (30:2-3).
Where do you most need to trade the appearance of having it all figured out for the honest
humility that is actually the doorway to wisdom?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Agur’s confession in 30:2-3 deserves its own careful look, because humility is the soil in which
wisdom grows. He does not say he is uneducated about the world; he says he lacks “knowledge
of the Holy One.” The wisest thing he can say about God is how far above him God is.

This is the same posture the whole book has been forming in us. “The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom” (9:10) means that wisdom starts not with self-confidence but with
reverent smallness before God. Pride says, | have it figured out. Wisdom says, teach me, for You
are the Holy One and | am not.

Notice that this humility is not the same as having no convictions. The very next breath after
Agur’s confession is bold and certain: every word of God proves true (30:5). Humility about
ourselves and confidence in God’s word go together. We are unsure of ourselves precisely
because we are sure of Him.

The New Testament echoes this exactly. God gives grace to the humble but opposes the proud
(James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5). And it is to little children, those who know they do not know, that the
Father reveals the things of the kingdom (Matthew 11:25). The doorway to wisdom is low; you
must stoop to enter.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Humility is the beginning, not the enemy, of true wisdom (Proverbs 9:10; 11:2).
e Humility about self and confidence in God’s word belong together, not in conflict.
® Pride blinds; God opposes the proud and gives grace to the humble (James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5).



*  Wisdom is a gift God reveals to the lowly in heart (Matthew 11:25-26).
e Self-knowledge of our limits is itself a mark of growing maturity.

Discussion Prompts

e Where in your life are you most tempted to project the appearance of having it all figured
out?

e  Why is it so hard to admit, even to ourselves, what we do not know?

¢ How can a person hold deep convictions and deep humility at the same time?

Question 3
Student Question:

Agur prayed, “Give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is needful for me,
lest I be full and deny you... or lest | be poor and steal” (30:8-9). What does this prayer reveal
about the spiritual dangers hidden in both wealth and poverty, and how does it reshape a
believer’s view of contentment and dependence on God?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Agur’s prayer in 30:7-9 is the only prayer in Proverbs, and it is remarkable. “Two things | ask of
you; deny them not to me before | die: Remove far from me falsehood and lying; give me
neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is needful for me.”

His reasoning is spiritually penetrating: “lest | be full and deny you and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’ or
lest | be poor and steal and profane the name of my God” (30:9). Agur sees clearly that both
abundance and want carry their own spiritual dangers. Wealth tempts us to self-sufficiency and
to forget God. Poverty tempts us to despair and to compromise our integrity.

This is one of the great correctives to a prosperity gospel and to a poverty piety alike. God is not
most honored by our riches or by our want; He is honored by our contented dependence on
Him for daily bread. Notice how this prayer prepares the heart that Jesus later teaches us to
pray, “Give us this day our daily bread” (Matthew 6:11).

Contentment is not natural; it is learned (Philippians 4:11-13). Paul learned to be content in
plenty and in hunger, and the secret was Christ who strengthened him. Agur’s request is, at
root, a plea to be kept close to God in every circumstance, and that is a prayer God delights to
answer.

Verse 8 also asks God to remove falsehood and lying. Contentment and truthfulness are linked.
The discontented heart is the one most tempted to lie, to scheme, to misrepresent in order to
grasp. A heart at rest in God can afford to be honest.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues



e Both wealth and poverty carry real spiritual dangers (30:8-9); neither is a sign of God’s favor
or disfavor.

e This prayer refutes the prosperity gospel and any notion that riches mark God’s approval.

e Contentment is dependence on God for daily provision (Matthew 6:11; 1 Timothy 6:6-8).

e Contentment is learned in Christ, not produced by circumstances (Philippians 4:11-13).

¢ Truthfulness and contentment are linked; the grasping heart is tempted to deceive.

e Generous, content living is a witness against a culture of restless acquisition.

Discussion Prompts

e Which is the greater spiritual danger for you personally, having too much or having too little,
and why?

¢ What would it look like, this week, to actually pray Agur’s prayer and mean it?

¢ How does learning contentment in Christ free us from both anxiety and greed?

Question 4
Student Question:

Think about your own relationship with money and security. Which is the greater temptation for
you right now, self-sufficient forgetting of God or anxious grasping, and how is God calling you to
trust Him with your daily bread?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Chapter 30 contains a series of numerical sayings, the “three things, yes four” pattern (30:15-
16, 18-19, 21-23, 24-28, 29-31). This is a teaching device that draws the eye to the climactic
last item and invites us to ponder God’s ordered, wonderful world.

Several of these sayings marvel at things too wonderful to fully understand: the way of an eagle
in the sky, of a serpent on a rock, of a ship in the sea, and of a man with a maiden (30:18-19).
Wisdom does not pretend to master every mystery; it stands in awe before the wonders God
has woven into creation.

The four small but wise creatures (30:24-28) are a gem. Ants store food in summer; rock
badgers find safety in the cliffs; locusts march in rank without a king; the lizard can be caught by
hand yet dwells in kings’ palaces. None are mighty, yet all are “exceedingly wise.” God scatters
wisdom even into the smallest creatures, and the humble can learn from them.

It is fitting that a book about wisdom keeps returning to creation, because wisdom and creation
are joined throughout Proverbs. By wisdom the Lord founded the earth (3:19), and Wisdom was
beside Him as He made all things (8:22-31). The same wisdom that ordered the cosmos is the
wisdom offered to order our lives.



For the believer, this points forward to Christ, by whom and for whom all things were created
(Colossians 1:16) and in whom all the treasures of wisdom are hidden (Colossians 2:3). The order
and wonder of creation are not random; they bear the fingerprints of the wisdom of God made
flesh.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e God’s wisdom is displayed in the order and wonder of creation (Proverbs 3:19; 8:22-31).

e Wisdom includes humility before mysteries too wonderful for us (30:18-19).

* God grants wisdom even to small and weak creatures; the lowly can teach us (30:24-28).

¢ The numerical sayings draw attention to the climactic item and invite reflection.

e Creation’s wisdom points to Christ, the agent of creation and the wisdom of God (Colossians
1:16; 2:3).

Discussion Prompts

¢  What lesson does God want you to draw from the ant, the rock badger, the locust, or the
lizard (30:24-28)?

* How does looking carefully at creation increase, rather than diminish, our reverence for
God?

e Why do you think a book about wisdom keeps pointing us back to the God who made
everything?

Question 5
Student Question:

Agur points to the four small but wise creatures and the wonders of creation (30:18-19, 30:24-
28). How does God display His wisdom in the created order, and why is it fitting that a book
about wisdom keeps pointing us back to the God who made all things?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Chapter 31 opens, “The words of King Lemuel. An oracle that his mother taught him” (31:1). This
is unusual and beautiful. Throughout Proverbs we have heard a father instruct a son; here a
mother’s instruction is preserved as inspired wisdom, a high honor on a godly mother’s
teaching.

Her first concern is what could destroy her son the king. “Do not give your strength to women,
your ways to those who destroy kings” (31:3). She is not disparaging women; she is warning
against the immorality that has toppled rulers, including, in Israel’s own history, the wisdom and
the kingdom of his predecessors.

She also warns against wine: “It is not for kings to drink wine... lest they drink and forget what
has been decreed and pervert the rights of all the afflicted” (31:4-5). The danger of drunkenness



is not only personal ruin but the failure to do justice. A leader who has dulled his judgment
cannot protect the vulnerable.

These warnings are profoundly practical for anyone entrusted with responsibility. Small
compromises in self-control quietly erode our usefulness to God. The very gifts that make a
person able to serve, strength and clear judgment, are the gifts most often squandered through
indulgence. Wisdom guards them.

Notice the goal behind the warnings. Lemuel’s mother is not merely trying to keep her son out
of trouble; she wants him fit to rule justly, fit to defend the rights of the afflicted (31:5). Self-
control in the king is for the sake of the kingdom’s weakest members.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e A godly mother’s instruction is honored as inspired wisdom (31:1; 2 Timothy 1:5; 3:14-15).

e Sexual immorality and drunkenness have ruined leaders throughout history (31:3-5).

e  Self-control is not merely personal; loss of it harms those we are responsible to serve.

¢ Small compromises quietly erode usefulness to God over time.

¢ The gifts that equip us to serve are the ones most easily squandered through indulgence.

e Self-control is a fruit of the Spirit and a mark of fitness for responsibility (Galatians 5:22-23;
Titus 2).

Discussion Prompts

e What “small” compromise, if left unchecked, could most erode your usefulness to God over
time?

¢ How does loss of self-control in a leader end up harming the people he or she is meant to
serve?

e What does it say about God that He preserved a mother’s teaching as Scripture?

Question 6
Student Question:

Lemuel’s mother warned him against the women and wine that destroy kings (31:3-7). What
“small” compromises are most likely to erode your own usefulness to God over time, and what
guardrails do you need to set now rather than later?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The climax of Lemuel’s mother’s charge is a call to justice: “Open your mouth for the mute, for
the rights of all who are destitute. Open your mouth, judge righteously, defend the rights of the
poor and needy” (31:8-9). This is the positive purpose of a king's self-control, that he might use
his voice for those who have none.



Here is a defining mark of biblical wisdom. Wisdom is not merely keeping yourself out of
trouble; it bends down toward the weak. Those given power, influence, or voice are accountable
to God to use it for the vulnerable, the poor, the voiceless, the wrongly treated.

This runs through the whole of Scripture. God Himself defends the cause of the fatherless and
the widow (Deuteronomy 10:18). True religion visits orphans and widows in their affliction
(James 1:27). To act justly and love mercy is what the Lord requires (Micah 6:8).

This anticipates the very heart of Christ. He came to preach good news to the poor and to set
the oppressed free (Luke 4:18). He opened His mouth for the helpless and the outcast. To follow
Him is to take up His concern for the least, the last, and the lost.

We should let this search us. It is possible to be respectable, careful, and even doctrinally
precise while never once opening our mouths for the destitute. Lemuel’s mother will not let her
son, or us, settle for that kind of safe, self-protective religion.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ Those with power, voice, or influence are accountable to God to use it for the vulnerable
(31:8-9).

e Defending the poor and needy is woven through God’s law and prophets (Deuteronomy
10:18; Micah 6:8).

* True religion cares for the helpless (James 1:27).

¢ This anticipates the heart of Christ for the poor and oppressed (Luke 4:18).

e Safe, self-protective religion that never advocates for the weak falls short of wisdom.

e Justice and personal holiness belong together, not in competition.

Discussion Prompts

e Who are the “mute” and “destitute” within your reach, those who have no one to speak for
them?

e What is one concrete way you could open your mouth for someone who cannot speak for
themselves?

¢ How does Christ’s own ministry shape the way we use whatever influence we have?

Question 7
Student Question:

Lemuel’s mother charged him, “Open your mouth for the mute, for the rights of all who are
destitute... defend the rights of the poor and needy” (31:8-9). What does this teach us about
how God expects those with power, influence, or voice to use it, and how does this anticipate the
heart of Christ for the vulnerable?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



Proverbs ends with one of the most beloved and most misunderstood passages in the Bible, the
portrait of the excellent wife (31:10-31). It is an acrostic poem; each verse begins with the next
letter of the Hebrew alphabet, an A-to-Z celebration meant to honor, not to overwhelm.

We must read it rightly. This is not a checklist of impossible demands laid on women, nor a
literal account of a single day in any one woman'’s life. It is an honored portrait of godly
character, of wisdom embodied in a real, fruitful, faith-filled life. It celebrates dignity and worth:
her worth is “far more precious than jewels” (31:10).

Look at what she actually is. She is trustworthy, so that her husband’s heart safely trusts her
(31:11). She is industrious and enterprising, working with willing hands, buying a field, planting a
vineyard, trading profitably (31:13-18). She is generous: “She opens her hand to the poor and
reaches out her hands to the needy” (31:20). She is wise and kind in her speech: “She opens her
mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue” (31:26). She is strong,
clothed with strength and dignity, laughing at the time to come (31:25).

This is wisdom made visible. Everything the book has commended, prudence, diligence,
generosity, gracious speech, strength, the fear of God, is here gathered into one life that you
can actually picture. She is the climactic portrait of wisdom embodied, a character that both
women and men can admire and emulate.

Affirm the dignity and worth of women in God’s design, and resist two errors. Do not turn this
passage into a narrow or burdensome standard that crushes, and do not reduce it to a mere
lecture on roles. Celebrate it for what it is: a radiant picture of a God-fearing life, full of
competence, faith, and love.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e The poem is an honored portrait of godly character, not a checklist of impossible demands.

e |t affirms the dignity, worth, competence, and enterprise of women in God’s design (31:10-
31).

e Itis an acrostic, an A-to-Z celebration of wisdom embodied in a life.

® Her generosity to the poor (31:20) and wise, kind teaching (31:26) reflect the book’s whole
vision of wisdom.

¢ Avoid making this a burdensome standard or a narrow lecture on roles.

¢ This is the climactic picture of wisdom lived out, character both women and men can admire
and emulate.

Discussion Prompts

e Which quality of this woman, trustworthiness, diligence, generosity, gracious speech,
strength, do you most want to grow in?

e  Why is it important to read this passage as honored portrait rather than impossible
checklist?



¢ How does seeing wisdom embodied in a whole life help you more than a list of abstract
principles?

Question 8
Student Question:

The excellent wife “opens her hand to the poor and reaches out her hands to the needy” (31:20).
Whose need has God placed within your reach that you have the means to meet, and what is
keeping you from reaching out your hand?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Two verses in the portrait deserve special attention because they reveal the inner life behind the
outward activity. The first is 31:20: “She opens her hand to the poor and reaches out her hands
to the needy.” Her industry is not for hoarding; it overflows into open-handed generosity.

Notice that this echoes exactly the call of Lemuel’s mother just above, to open your mouth for
the destitute (31:8-9). The poem shows the very thing the charge demanded. Wisdom that
genuinely fears God always turns outward toward those in need. Her hands are skilled at work
and open in mercy.

The second verse is 31:26: “She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is
on her tongue.” After a whole book about the power of the tongue, here is the tongue
redeemed, speech that is both wise and kind. She does not use words to wound, flatter, or
deceive; she uses them to teach kindness.

This is a fitting summary of where the book has been leading our speech. From the very
beginning we have been warned about the mouth of the fool and the lips of the seductress.
Here at the end we see the alternative made beautiful: a mouth governed by wisdom and
kindness.

Both verses press us to ask whether our resources and our words are turned outward in love. It
is possible to be busy, competent, and successful while keeping our hands closed and our words
careless. Wisdom opens both the hand and the mouth toward others in the fear of God.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

* Genuine wisdom turns outward in generosity to those in need (31:20).

* The poem embodies the very justice Lemuel’s mother commanded (31:8-9).

e Redeemed speech is both wise and kind, not wounding or deceptive (31:26).

e This answers the book-long warnings about the destructive power of the tongue.
¢ Industry and resources are meant to overflow into mercy, not hoarding.

¢ Wisdom opens both the hand and the mouth toward others in love.

Discussion Prompts



¢ Whose need has God placed within your reach that you actually have the means to meet?

e What would it look like for the “teaching of kindness” to govern your words this week?

e Where are you tempted to keep your hands closed, and what holds you back from opening
them?

Question 9
Student Question:

The poem reaches its crown with the words, “Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a
woman who fears the Lord is to be praised” (31:30). How does this verse draw the entire book
together, tying the fear of the Lord that began wisdom in 1:7 to the fear of the Lord that crowns
a finished life, and why is the fear of the Lord, and not charm or success, the true destination of
all wisdom?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

We come now to the verse that crowns the whole book: “Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain,
but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised” (31:30). After all the praise of her work, her
wisdom, her strength, the poem tells us the one thing that truly matters. She is praised, finally,
because she fears the Lord.

This is the destination of the entire book of Proverbs. We began at 1:7, “The fear of the Lord is
the beginning of knowledge.” We have heard it again and again as the controlling theme. And
now, in the very last lines, the fear of the Lord is the crown of a finished life. Wisdom began with
the fear of the Lord, and wisdom ends there. The whole road was bending toward this.

Charm and beauty are not condemned as evil, but they are exposed as deceptive and fleeting.
They cannot bear the weight of a life. They fade, they mislead, they pass. The fear of the Lord
endures and is worthy of praise. This is a sober and freeing word in a culture obsessed with
appearance and achievement. God measures a life by its reverence for Him.

We must say clearly what the fear of the Lord is. It is not cringing terror but reverent awe, a
heart that takes God seriously, bows to His word, hates what He hates, loves what He loves, and
walks before Him. It is the beginning, the middle, and the crown of all true wisdom. Everything
else in the book has been an expression of it.

For us who live after the cross, the fear of the Lord finds its fullness in Christ. He is the wisdom
of God (1 Corinthians 1:24,30), and in Him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge (Colossians 2:3). To fear the Lord now is to bow before the Lord Jesus, to hear and
keep His word, and to walk in His ways. The pursuit of wisdom that this book began finds its end
in Him. We have arrived home.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues



® The fear of the Lord is the destination of the whole book, tying 31:30 back to 1:7.

e Charm and beauty are fleeting and deceptive; the fear of the Lord endures (31:30).

¢ God measures a life by reverence for Him, not by appearance or achievement.

* The fear of the Lord is reverent awe that bows to God’s word and walks before Him.

® For Christians, the fear of the Lord is fulfilled in Christ, the wisdom of God (1 Corinthians
1:24,30; Colossians 2:3).

¢ Wisdom is not information admired but reverence lived; this is the heart of the whole study.

e Thisis a general principle of a life well-ordered before God, not a guarantee of earthly
outcomes; the fear of the Lord remains the controlling aim.

Discussion Prompts

¢ How does it change the way you measure your own life to know that God prizes the fear of
the Lord above charm, beauty, or success?

* |nyour own words, what is the fear of the Lord, and how have you seen it grow in you
through this study?

¢ How does bowing before the Lord Jesus give the fear of the Lord its fullest meaning for us
today?

Question 10
Student Question:

As we close this study of Proverbs, name one specific way Jesus has been forming you through
this whole book, one habit, attitude, fear, or relationship He has been shaping by His wisdom,
and what is your next concrete step in walking it out in the fear of the Lord?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The poem ends, “Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the gates”
(31:31). A life that fears the Lord does not finally need self-promotion; its works speak for
themselves. And with that, the book of Proverbs is complete. We have reached the end of the
road.

As we close this whole study, it is worth gathering up the journey. We began with a father’s
longing and the fear of the Lord (1:7). We walked through wisdom and folly, the tongue, money,
friendship, family, work, anger, and the heart. We met the adulteress and Lady Wisdom, the
sluggard and the diligent, the scoffer and the teachable. And the book ends not with a maxim
but with a life and with the fear of the Lord crowning it.

Remember the nature of a proverb. These are general principles for a life well-ordered before
God, not absolute promises of earthly outcome. The wise still suffer, and the godly still wait for
God’s final justice. But the fear of the Lord remains the surest foundation, the controlling theme
from first verse to last.



The aim of this study was never that we would simply know more about wisdom. It was that we
would fear the Lord more deeply and walk in that reverence concretely, in our speech, our
money, our homes, our work, and our relationships. Ask the class to name what God has
actually been forming in them across these lessons.

And lift every eye to Christ as we finish. He is the wisdom of God in person (1 Corinthians
1:24,30; Colossians 2:3). The whole pursuit of wisdom finds its end in Him. To walk in wisdom
now is to follow the Lord Jesus, to hear His word, and to live in the fear of the Lord. May this be
where this study leaves us: not merely informed, but bowed before Christ, walking in wisdom,
fearing the Lord.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

* A God-fearing life ultimately commends itself; its works praise it (31:31).

¢ The whole study has moved from 1:7 to 31:30, framed by the fear of the Lord.

e A proverb gives general principles, not absolute earthly guarantees; the fear of the Lord is
the controlling theme.

e The goal is transformed reverence and concrete obedience, not mere information.

e  Christ is the wisdom of God, the end of the whole pursuit of wisdom (1 Corinthians 1:24,30;
Colossians 2:3).

¢ This lesson closes the entire study; aim for a sense of arrival and renewed resolve.

Discussion Prompts

e Looking back over the whole book, what is the single most important thing God has been
teaching you?

¢ Name one concrete next step in walking out the wisdom you have gained, in the fear of the
Lord.

* How does ending the book of Proverbs at the feet of Christ, the wisdom of God, shape how
you will live now?



