
The Book of Proverbs
Lesson 6: The Wise and the Foolish in Daily Life -- Proverbs 10:1–12:28

Up to now Solomon has been making his case in long, sweeping speeches, a father pleading with 
a son to choose the path of life over the path of death. But at chapter ten the music changes. 
The long arguments give way to a rapid fire of short, two-line sayings, hundreds of them, each 
one a snapshot of ordinary life. It is as though the father has finished his big speech and now 
walks beside us through an ordinary week, leaning over to comment on what he sees. A man 
works hard; a man sleeps through the harvest. A tongue heals; a tongue wounds. A merchant 
tips the scale; a merchant deals honestly. Wisdom, it turns out, is not mainly about the dramatic 
crossroads of life. It is about Tuesday.

These proverbs come at us in pairs, almost always by contrast. The righteous and the wicked, 
the wise and the foolish, the diligent and the lazy, the truthful and the liar, stand side by side 
like two photographs held up next to each other so we can see the difference clearly. And the 
difference is rarely abstract. It shows up in how you handle your money, how you treat your 
spouse, whether you can be trusted with the truth, even how you care for your animals. God, 
these chapters insist, is not a distant deity interested only in temple rituals and holy days. He 
leans into the kitchen and the workshop and the marketplace. He cares about your Tuesday.

We should be honest about how to read these sayings, because misreading them has wrecked a 
lot of faith. A proverb is not a contract. When Solomon says the righteous prosper and the 
wicked are cut off, he is not handing us a money-back guarantee or a prosperity formula that 
obligates God to pay out on schedule. He is describing how life generally runs under the good 
order of the God who made it. Usually the diligent eat; usually the liar is found out. Usually. The 
book of Job and the cross of Christ both stand as solemn proof that the righteous can still suffer 
terribly. So we come not to collect promises God owes us, but to gain skill for living wisely in His 
world.

And underneath every single one of these contrasts runs one quiet, controlling truth: the fear of 
the LORD. The reason hard work and honest scales and a healing tongue matter is that the God 
we revere is watching, delighting, weighing. Right at the center of these chapters Solomon tells 
us what the Lord loves and what He cannot stand. Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD, 
but those who act faithfully are his delight (12:22). That is the heartbeat of the whole passage. 
The question of the wise and the foolish is finally the question of whose delight you are living 
for, and whether your ordinary days are quietly bringing pleasure to the God who made you.

Group Discussion: Why do you think God devotes so much of His Word to small, ordinary 
matters like work, speech, money, and even how we treat animals, rather than only to the big 
spiritual moments of life?



Personal Reflection: In which corner of your ordinary week, your work, your words, your wallet, 
or your home, do you most need the fear of the Lord to reshape how you live, and what would 
change if you truly believed God delights or grieves over it?

Read Proverbs 10:1–12:28

Study Questions

1. In Proverbs 10:1–7 and 10:27–32, Solomon repeatedly contrasts the fruit of the righteous 
with the fruit of the wicked. What does this passage teach about the two ways and where 
each finally leads, and how does the fear of the Lord stand behind the whole contrast 
(10:27)?

2. Proverbs 10:4–5 ties diligence to honor and laziness to shame. Where in your own work or 
responsibilities have you been sleeping through the harvest, and what would diligent 
faithfulness look like there this week?

3. Proverbs 10:11,19–21 and 12:18–19 describe the tongue as having the power to heal or to 
destroy. According to these verses, what marks wise speech from foolish speech, and why 
does God take our words so seriously?

4. Think back over the last few days of your own speech in light of 10:19 and 12:18. Where 
have your words wounded like sword thrusts, and where could fewer, wiser words have 
brought healing instead?

5. Proverbs 10:12 says love covers all offenses. What does it mean for love to cover an offense 
rather than stir up strife, and how is this different from merely ignoring or denying that 
wrong was done?



6. Reflecting on 10:12, who is someone whose offense against you that you are still stirring up 
in your heart, and what would it look like for love to cover it this week?

7. Proverbs 11:1 and 12:22 reveal what the Lord detests and what delights Him: false balances 
and lying lips on one side, honest weights and faithful dealing on the other. What does this 
teach us about how seriously God regards honesty and integrity in our everyday business 
and dealings?

8. Consider 11:1 and 12:22 in your own life. Where are you tempted to tip the scale, shade the 
truth, or cut a corner where no one would notice, and what would full honesty cost and gain 
you there?

9. Proverbs is full of sayings that the righteous prosper and the wicked are cut off (10:3, 11:21, 
11:31, 12:21). Yet Job suffered and Jesus was crucified. How should we rightly understand 
these proverbs as general principles of God’s order rather than iron-clad guarantees, and 
how does this protect our faith when the righteous do suffer?

10. Looking back across Proverbs 10 through 12, name one specific way Jesus, in whom are 
hidden all the treasures of wisdom, is reshaping one ordinary part of your daily life, and 
what is the first concrete step of obedience you will take this week?

Digging Deeper



Reflect on these passages: 1 Peter 4:8, love covers a multitude of sins, echoing Proverbs 10:12; 
James 3:5–10, the tongue as a small member with great power for blessing or cursing; Matthew 
12:36–37, giving account for every careless word; Leviticus 19:35–36, the Lord’s command for 
honest weights and measures; Romans 15:4, the Old Testament written for our instruction
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