The Book of Proverbs, Teacher’s Guide
Lesson 6: The Wise and the Foolish in Daily Life
Proverbs 10:1-12:28

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

What is doctrinally at stake in these chapters is the truth that God is intimately concerned with
the whole of ordinary life, not merely its religious moments. The proverbs of Solomon refuse to
let faith be quarantined to the assembly. They press the fear of the Lord into the workshop, the
marketplace, the home, and even the barn. The teacher must help students see that there is no
neutral, secular zone of life where God does not care how we work, speak, spend, and treat
others. Honesty in business is not a lesser matter than worship; false balances are an
abomination to the Lord (11:1), and lying lips are an abomination while faithful dealing is His
delight (12:22). To miss this is to split life into sacred and secular and to imagine God indifferent
to most of our week.

Equally at stake is the nature of a proverb itself. These antithetic sayings, the righteous prosper
and the wicked perish, are general principles of how life tends to run under God’s good order,
not iron-clad guarantees or a prosperity formula. If students read them as promises God is
obligated to keep on schedule, their faith will shatter the first time a godly person suffers or a
scoundrel thrives. Job and the cross stand as proof that the righteous can still suffer. The
teacher must guard this carefully, especially in the heaviest block, so that students hold these
truths the way Scripture intends: as reliable wisdom about God's world, anchored in the fear of
the Lord, not as leverage over God.

Formationally, the aim is that students leave not merely informed about wise speech, diligence,
and integrity, but changed in their Tuesdays. The goal is a life increasingly governed by the fear
of the Lord in its smallest, unseen details, a tongue that heals, a hand that works, scales that
balance, a heart that covers offenses in love. Where it is natural, point to Christ, in whom are
hidden all the treasures of wisdom (Colossians 2:3), whose love covered a multitude of our sins
(1 Peter 4:8) and whose lips never spoke a lie. To grow wise in daily life is, in the end, to be
conformed to Him.

Question 1
Student Question:

In Proverbs 10:1-7 and 10:27-32, Solomon repeatedly contrasts the fruit of the righteous with
the fruit of the wicked. What does this passage teach about the two ways and where each finally
leads, and how does the fear of the Lord stand behind the whole contrast (10:27)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



Chapter ten opens the great central collection of Solomon’s proverbs, and it does so with a
contrast that will echo hundreds of times: a wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish son is a
sorrow to his mother (10:1). From the first line, wisdom and folly are shown to ripple outward,
gladdening or grieving the people who love us. Our character is never merely our own private
affair.

The chapter then sets the two ways side by side. Treasures gained by wickedness do not profit,
but righteousness delivers from death (10:2). The LORD does not let the righteous go hungry,
but he thwarts the craving of the wicked (10:3). Notice that the contrast is not finally between
clever and dull people, but between two whole directions of life, two ways of being in God’s
world, one aligned with Him and one set against Him.

Verse 7 gives a quiet but profound observation: the memory of the righteous is a blessing, but
the name of the wicked will rot. Long after a life is over, its true character keeps speaking. The
righteous leave behind something fragrant; the wicked, something that decays. This is wisdom
taking the long view, looking past the moment to the lasting trace a life leaves.

At verse 27 the section we are gathering returns to the foundation: the fear of the LORD
prolongs life, but the years of the wicked will be cut short. The whole contrast of the two ways
rests on this root. The righteous are those who revere God; the wicked are those who do not.
Verses 28-32 round it out: the hope of the righteous brings joy, the way of the LORD is a
stronghold to the blameless, and the mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom. Two ways,
two harvests, one God who stands behind both.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ Wisdom and folly ripple outward, gladdening or grieving those who love us (10:1).

e The contrast is between two whole directions of life, not merely smart and dull people.
¢ Alife leaves a lasting trace; the righteous a blessing, the wicked decay (10:7).

e The fear of the Lord stands behind the entire contrast of the two ways (10:27).

e These are general principles of God’s order, not mechanical guarantees.

e The Old Testament was written for our instruction (Romans 15:4).

Discussion Prompts

¢ How does our character ripple out to gladden or grieve those who love us?
¢  What does it mean that the memory of the righteous is a blessing?
¢ How does the fear of the Lord stand behind every one of these contrasts?

Question 2

Student Question:



Proverbs 10:4-5 ties diligence to honor and laziness to shame. Where in your own work or
responsibilities have you been sleeping through the harvest, and what would diligent faithfulness
look like there this week?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Proverbs 10:4-5 puts diligence and laziness on display: a slack hand causes poverty, but the
hand of the diligent makes rich. He who gathers in summer is a prudent son, but he who sleeps
in harvest is a son who brings shame. The wise person reads the season and acts; the fool sleeps
through the very window God has opened.

This question is meant to search us, so it helps to be concrete about what sleeping through
harvest looks like. It is not always literal laziness. It can be procrastination, distraction, a
thousand small avoidances that let the ripe field stand unreaped, the responsibility neglected,
the opportunity quietly missed while we tell ourselves there is still time.

Diligence in Scripture is not frantic workaholism, which is its own kind of folly and faithlessness.
It is faithful, timely attention to what God has actually given us to do, our work, our home, our
duties, done as unto the Lord. The diligent person honors the season because he reveres the
God who gives it.

Let students name one real arena, a job, a study, a household task, a relationship that needs
tending, where they have been sleeping through harvest. The aim is not guilt but a specific,
doable step of faithful diligence taken this week, in reverence before the God who sees our
work.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Wisdom reads the season and acts; folly sleeps through the open window (10:5).

¢ Sleeping through harvest often looks like procrastination and distraction, not just idleness.
e Biblical diligence is faithful, timely attention, not frantic workaholism.

e Diligence is done as unto the Lord, out of reverence for Him.

Discussion Prompts

¢ Where have you been sleeping through a harvest God has opened?
¢ How is diligence different from anxious overwork?
e What is one timely, faithful step you can take this week?

Question 3
Student Question:

Proverbs 10:11,19-21 and 12:18-19 describe the tongue as having the power to heal or to
destroy. According to these verses, what marks wise speech from foolish speech, and why does
God take our words so seriously?



Commentary and Teaching Notes

These chapters return again and again to the tongue, and they do not treat it lightly. The mouth
of the righteous is a fountain of life, but the mouth of the wicked conceals violence (10:11).
When words flow many, transgression is not lacking, but whoever restrains his lips is prudent
(10:19). The wise person is marked first by what he does not say.

Verses 20-21 weigh the worth of words: the tongue of the righteous is choice silver, the lips of
the righteous feed many. Wise speech is nourishing; it builds people up, instructs, encourages,
blesses. By contrast, fools die for lack of sense, their own words leading them to ruin.

Chapter twelve sharpens the image even further: there is one whose rash words are like sword
thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings healing (12:18). Here are the two possibilities laid
bare. The same small muscle can run a person through or bind up a wound. And verse 19 adds
the dimension of time: truthful lips endure forever, but a lying tongue is but for a moment.
Truth has staying power; lies collapse.

Why does God take our words so seriously? Because words reveal and shape the heart, and
because they do real good or real harm to real people made in His image. Our Lord Himself said
that on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word (Matthew 12:36-
37), and James warns that the tongue is a small member that boasts great things, set on fire and
able to set a whole life ablaze (James 3:5-10). The wise, fearing God, learn to speak fewer, truer,
kinder words.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ The righteous mouth is a fountain of life; the wicked mouth conceals violence (10:11).
e Wisdom is marked by restraint; many words multiply transgression (10:19).

*  Wise words nourish and feed many; foolish words destroy (10:20-21).

* The same tongue can wound like a sword or bring healing (12:18).

e  Truthful lips endure; lies are only for a moment (12:19).

e We will give account for every careless word (Matthew 12:36-37; James 3:5-10).

Discussion Prompts

e Why is restraint of the tongue a chief mark of wisdom?
*  How can the same words wound one person and heal another?
e  Why does God hold us accountable for our careless words?

Question 4

Student Question:



Think back over the last few days of your own speech in light of 10:19 and 12:18. Where have
your words wounded like sword thrusts, and where could fewer, wiser words have brought
healing instead?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question turns the teaching on the tongue into a mirror. Proverbs 12:18 names two kinds of
speakers, the one whose rash words are like sword thrusts and the one whose tongue brings
healing, and asks us honestly which we have been over the last few days.

Most of us can recall a sword thrust we delivered, a sharp reply, a cutting joke at someone’s

expense, a careless comment that landed harder than we meant. Proverbs 10:19 reminds us
that often the wound came simply because there were too many words, that restraint would
have spared everyone the damage.

But the question also looks for the missed healing. Where could a kind, true word have bound
up a wound and we said nothing, or said the wrong thing? Wise speech is not only the
avoidance of harm but the active ministry of healing, the encouragement given, the truth
spoken in love, the silence kept at the right moment.

Encourage students toward one concrete repair and one concrete habit, an apology owed, a
word of healing to offer, a resolve to speak fewer and wiser words. Because God hears every
word, the tongue is one of the clearest places the fear of the Lord becomes visible.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

* Honest self-examination of our recent speech is the first step (12:18).
*  Many of our wounds come simply from too many words (10:19).

*  Wise speech actively heals, not merely avoids harm.

* The tongue is where the fear of the Lord becomes visible to others.

Discussion Prompts

¢ Where have your words been sword thrusts this week?
¢ Where could fewer, wiser words have brought healing?
¢  Whom do you owe a word of repair or encouragement?

Question 5
Student Question:

Proverbs 10:12 says love covers all offenses. What does it mean for love to cover an offense
rather than stir up strife, and how is this different from merely ignoring or denying that wrong
was done?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



Proverbs 10:12 gives one of the most beautiful sayings in the book: hatred stirs up strife, but
love covers all offenses. Two responses to the same offense are set side by side. Hatred picks at
the wound, keeps the record, spreads the story, fans the spark into a fire. Love does the
opposite; it covers.

We must understand rightly what covering means, because it is easily confused with pretending.
To cover an offense is not to deny that wrong was done, nor to call evil good, nor to enable
ongoing sin. It is to refuse to broadcast it, to refuse to keep nursing the grievance, to choose to
forgive and absorb the cost rather than retaliate. There is a time for loving confrontation, but
covering refuses the impulse to wound back and to drag others into the quarrel.

The contrast is really between two heart postures. Hatred is invested in keeping the offense
alive because it feeds something in us, a sense of being wronged, a position of superiority, a
reason to withhold love. Love is willing to let the offense go silent, to bear it, to keep the
relationship rather than win the argument.

This proverb finds its deepest echo in the New Testament. Peter quotes it directly: above all,
keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins (1 Peter 4:8). And it
points straight to the cross, where the love of God covered our sins not by ignoring them but by
bearing them in His Son. We learn to cover offenses because we have been covered.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Hatred stirs up strife; love covers offenses (10:12).

e Covering is not denying wrong, calling evil good, or enabling sin.

* Tocover is to refuse to broadcast, nurse, or retaliate for the offense.

e The contrast is between two heart postures toward the one who wronged us.
®  Peter quotes this verse: love covers a multitude of sins (1 Peter 4:8).

* The cross is the supreme covering; we cover because we have been covered.

Discussion Prompts

* How is covering an offense different from pretending it did not happen?
¢ Why does hatred want to keep an offense alive?
e How does Christ’s covering of our sins teach us to cover others’?

Question 6
Student Question:

Reflecting on 10:12, who is someone whose offense against you that you are still stirring up in
your heart, and what would it look like for love to cover it this week?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



This question brings 10:12 home to a specific person. We rarely stir up strife in the abstract; it
usually has a face, a name, a particular offense we keep turning over in our minds. The verse
invites us to identify where hatred, even quiet, respectable resentment, is still at work in us.

Stirring up strife can be subtle. It is the conversation where we steer toward the grievance, the
cold replaying of the wrong before we fall asleep, the small jabs and withheld warmth, the
telling of the story to one more person who will take our side. All of it keeps the fire lit.

Love’s covering is costly and concrete. It may mean choosing not to bring it up again, releasing
the desire to see them pay, speaking well of them, or simply ceasing to rehearse the offense in
our hearts. Where genuine sin needs addressing, it means seeking restoration rather than
revenge.

Press gently toward one specific act this week. Naming the person and choosing one way to let
love cover is how this proverb moves from admiration to obedience. And remind students this is
only possible because we ourselves have been covered by the love of God in Christ.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e  Strife usually has a specific face and a particular offense (10:12).

e Stirring up strife can be quiet: replaying, rehearsing, recruiting allies.
e Coveringin love is costly, concrete, and often counterintuitive.

® We can cover others because Christ first covered us.

Discussion Prompts

¢ Whose offense are you still quietly stirring up in your heart?
e What is one concrete way love could cover it this week?
¢ How does remembering you have been forgiven help you forgive?

Question 7
Student Question:

Proverbs 11:1 and 12:22 reveal what the Lord detests and what delights Him: false balances and
lying lips on one side, honest weights and faithful dealing on the other. What does this teach us
about how seriously God regards honesty and integrity in our everyday business and dealings?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Proverbs 11:1 reaches right into the marketplace: a false balance is an abomination to the LORD,
but a just weight is his delight. In the ancient world a merchant could quietly rig his scales, a
heavier stone for buying, a lighter one for selling, and skim a dishonest profit no customer would
detect. God says He detests it. The strong word abomination tells us this is not a minor matter to
Him.



The verse pulls back a curtain on how God sees our business and dealings. He is not indifferent
to commerce while caring only about worship. The same God who is worshiped on the holy day
is watching the scales on the market day. Integrity in ordinary transactions is, to Him, a matter
of delight or disgust. The command runs all the way back through the Law: you shall have just
balances, just weights (Leviticus 19:35-36).

Chapter twelve states the principle even more broadly: lying lips are an abomination to the
LORD, but those who act faithfully are his delight (12:22). The rigged scale is only one form of a
deeper thing, deception, and faithful dealing is its opposite. God loves people who can be
trusted, whose word is good, whose dealings are straight.

What makes this so searching is the word delight. We might expect God merely to permit
honesty. Instead He delights in it. The honest contractor, the truthful employee, the merchant
who gives full measure, brings genuine pleasure to the heart of God. This is the fear of the Lord
come down into dollars and cents, the conviction that He is watching, weighing, and delighting
in our integrity.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Afalse balance is an abomination; a just weight is His delight (11:1).

* God is not indifferent to business; He watches the marketplace as well as worship.
* The command for honest weights runs back through the Law (Leviticus 19:35-36).
¢ Therigged scale is one form of deception; faithful dealing is its opposite (12:22).

e God does not merely permit honesty; He delights in it.

® Integrity in ordinary dealings is the fear of the Lord made visible.

Discussion Prompts

e Why does God call a dishonest scale an abomination?
e What does it mean that God watches our business, not only our worship?
¢  What does it stir in you that God delights in your honesty?

Question 8
Student Question:

Consider 11:1 and 12:22 in your own life. Where are you tempted to tip the scale, shade the
truth, or cut a corner where no one would notice, and what would full honesty cost and gain you
there?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question makes the integrity of 11:1 and 12:22 personal. Few of us literally rig scales, but
every one of us faces the modern equivalents: the padded expense report, the shaded answer,
the corner cut when no one is checking, the small exaggeration that tips a deal our way.



Help students see that the danger usually lies precisely in the places where no one would notice.
That is the test of true integrity, what we do when detection is impossible and only God is
watching. The false balance worked because the customer never saw it; our compromises feel
safe for the same reason.

It is worth counting the cost honestly. Full honesty sometimes costs money, advantage, or face.
But the proverbs insist there is also a great gain, the clean conscience, the trust of others, the
lasting name, and above all the delight of God resting on a life that can be trusted.

Move toward one specific arena, a job, a transaction, a habit of speech, where the student
senses a tilted scale, and one concrete step toward full honesty this week. The aim is a person
whose ordinary dealings have become a quiet, daily offering of the fear of the Lord.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

*  Modern false balances include padded reports, shaded truth, and cut corners (11:1).
e True integrity is tested where detection is impossible (12:22).

¢ Full honesty can cost money, advantage, or face.

e The gain of integrity is conscience, trust, a lasting name, and God’s delight.

Discussion Prompts

*  Where are you most tempted to tip the scale or shade the truth?
e What would full honesty cost you, and what would it gain you?
e What one step toward integrity will you take this week?

Question 9
Student Question:

Proverbs is full of sayings that the righteous prosper and the wicked are cut off (10:3, 11:21,
11:31, 12:21). Yet Job suffered and Jesus was crucified. How should we rightly understand these
proverbs as general principles of God'’s order rather than iron-clad guarantees, and how does
this protect our faith when the righteous do suffer?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

These chapters ring with sayings that sound like guarantees: the LORD does not let the righteous
go hungry (10:3); the righteous will never be removed, but the wicked will not dwell in the land
(10:30); be assured, an evil person will not go unpunished, but the offspring of the righteous will
be delivered (11:21); no ill befalls the righteous, but the wicked are filled with trouble (12:21).
Read flatly, these seem to promise that the godly always prosper and the wicked always fall,
here and now. But we must read them as Scripture intends, or we will set ourselves up for a
shattered faith.



A proverb is a general principle, not an iron-clad contract. It captures how life ordinarily runs
under the good order of the God who made the world. Honesty usually builds trust; diligence
usually provides; wickedness usually collapses in on itself. These are reliable observations of
God’s moral universe, true as a rule and over the long run, but not mechanical promises that
God owes us on demand. To turn them into guarantees is to turn Proverbs into a prosperity
formula, as though obedience were a coin we drop in a machine to make blessing fall out.

Scripture itself guards us here. Job was blameless and upright and yet lost everything, and the
whole book exists to deny that suffering always means the sufferer sinned. The psalmists openly
wrestle with the wicked prospering and the righteous afflicted. And supremely, the cross stands
at the center of our faith, the most righteous Man who ever lived, nailed up by the wicked. If
proverbs were guarantees, Calvary would be impossible. The righteous can and do suffer,
sometimes terribly, in this life.

How then do we hold these sayings? We trust their deep truth while leaving the timing and the
final accounting to God. The fear of the Lord, which underlies every one of these contrasts, does
prolong and bless and secure a life, but its fullest payment is not always in this age. The
righteous one who suffers now is not a contradiction of Proverbs but a believer awaiting God'’s
final justice, when every scale will be perfectly balanced. We follow a crucified and risen Lord
precisely because the last word on the righteous is not the grave.

This protects faith in two directions. It keeps us from despair when we obey and still suffer,
because we never had a contract guaranteeing otherwise; we had wisdom about how life
generally runs and a God we can trust through the exceptions. And it keeps us from arrogance
and from judging sufferers as secret sinners, the very error of Job's friends. We hold these
proverbs as true wisdom, anchored in the fear of the Lord, and we trust the God behind them
even when the harvest is delayed.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

* Many sayings (10:3,30; 11:21; 12:21) sound like guarantees of present reward.

e Aproverb is a general principle of God’s order, not an iron-clad contract.

e Turning proverbs into guarantees makes the book a prosperity formula.

* Job and the cross prove the righteous can and do suffer in this life.

e We trust the deep truth of these sayings while leaving timing and final justice to God.
e This guards us from despair when we suffer and from judging fellow sufferers.

e The fear of the Lord underlies the contrasts; its full payment is not always in this age.

Discussion Prompts

¢  Why would reading these proverbs as guarantees endanger our faith?
e How do Job and the cross keep us from a prosperity reading?
e How can we trust these sayings while the righteous still suffer?



Question 10
Student Question:

Looking back across Proverbs 10 through 12, name one specific way Jesus, in whom are hidden
all the treasures of wisdom, is reshaping one ordinary part of your daily life, and what is the first
concrete step of obedience you will take this week?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This capstone gathers all three chapters and asks students to let them land in one ordinary
corner of life. Proverbs 10 through 12 has walked us through work and laziness, words that heal
or wound, love that covers offenses, scales that balance, even kindness to animals (12:10) and
the gift of a worthy spouse (12:4). The aim now is not to admire the wisdom but to be reshaped
by it on Tuesday.

Point students to Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge
(Colossians 2:3). Everything these proverbs commend is embodied perfectly in Him. His tongue
brought healing and spoke only truth; His hands were diligent in His Father’s work; His love
covered a multitude of our sins (1 Peter 4:8) by bearing them on the cross. To grow wise in daily
life is, finally, to be conformed to Jesus.

Press for specificity in one ordinary arena. Vague intentions evaporate by Monday. Is it the
tongue, where fewer and kinder words are needed? The hand, where a neglected duty awaits
diligence? The scale, where some small dishonesty must end? The heart, where an offense must
at last be covered in love? Let each student name the one place and the one step.

End with hope and with the fear of the Lord. The God who watches our scales and weighs our
words is not a grim auditor but a Father who delights in faithful dealing. Every student who
leaves with one concrete step of obedience in one ordinary place has begun, this week, to let
the wisdom of Christ remake an actual life.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e These chapters touch work, words, money, animals (12:10), and marriage (12:4).
e All this wisdom is embodied perfectly in Christ (Colossians 2:3).

e Jesus’ love covered a multitude of our sins on the cross (1 Peter 4:8).

*  Formation requires one specific step in one ordinary arena of life.

Discussion Prompts

¢ Which ordinary part of your life most needs reshaping by this passage?
e How is Christ, the wisdom of God, forming you there?
e What is your one concrete step of obedience this week?



