The Book of Proverbs, Teacher’s Guide
Lesson 5: Wisdom Calls Aloud in the Streets
Proverbs 8:1-9:18

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

The doctrinal heart of this lesson, and the place a teacher must handle with the greatest care, is
the personification of wisdom in Proverbs 8, especially verses 22-31. Throughout these chapters
Wisdom is pictured as a woman who cries in the streets, builds a house, and spreads a table.
This is a vivid poetic device, not a claim that an actual female being exists. In 8:22-31 the device
rises to its height as Wisdom speaks of being beside God at creation. The point of this glorious
poetry is to magnify the truth that God created all things in wisdom; the world is His ordered
masterpiece, not an accident. The teacher must resist two opposite errors: flattening this
soaring poetry into dull prose, and over-reading it as though it described a separate divine
person who was literally born or made. Verse 22 in particular was historically twisted in the
Arian controversy to argue that the Son of God was a created being. We must explicitly reject
that error. The eternal Son is not a creature; He has always been God.

At the same time, where it is natural and accurate, we point forward to Christ. The New
Testament tells us that Christ is the wisdom of God (1 Corinthians 1:24,30), that in Him are
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Colossians 2:3), and that all things were
made through Him (John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:16-17). So the truth that God created in wisdom
finds its fullest meaning in the Son through whom He created. We make this connection with
restraint, letting the New Testament guide us, never forcing Proverbs to say more than it says.
The aim is to exalt God's wisdom in creation and to lift our eyes to the Christ in whom that
wisdom dwells, while carefully guarding against the ancient error that made wisdom a creature.

Formationally, the lesson aims to set two tables before every student and let them feel the
weight of the choice. Proverbs 9 gives us Wisdom's feast and Folly’s feast, both calling to the
same simple passersby. People are genuinely able to choose; there is no hidden decree dragging
some to one table and barring others. The fear of the LORD, the keynote sounded again in 9:10,
is the beginning of wisdom, and at the center of it all stands Christ, who calls all people to His
table. The teacher’s goal is not merely that students admire the poetry but that they get up
from Folly’s table and sit down, today, at the table of the Lord.

Question 1

Student Question:

In Proverbs 8:1-11, where does Wisdom take her stand and to whom does she call, and what
does this teach us about the nature of God'’s invitation and the kind of people He reaches out to?



Commentary and Teaching Notes

Chapter 8 opens with a question that demands an answer: Does not wisdom call? Does not
understanding raise her voice? (8:1). After chapter 7, where a young man was lured into the
house of the seductress under cover of darkness, this is a deliberate contrast. Folly works in the
shadows; Wisdom works in broad daylight. She takes her stand on the heights, beside the way,
at the crossroads, beside the gates, at the entrance of the portals (8:2-3). These are the busiest,
most public places in the city, the places where decisions are made and roads diverge.

Her audience is striking. She calls, O simple ones, learn prudence; O fools, learn sense (8:5). She
does not address the wise and the brilliant. She reaches for the naive, the gullible, the ones still
forming their habits, and even the fools, the defiant. This is grace. God’s wisdom is not reserved
for an elite; it is offered freely to exactly the people most likely to ruin their lives without it.

And what she offers is utterly trustworthy. All the words of my mouth are righteous; there is
nothing twisted or crooked in them (8:8). Unlike the flattering, deceptive voice of the
seductress, Wisdom never manipulates. Her words are straight to the one who understands. We
can stake our lives on what she says.

Finally, she names her worth: Take my instruction instead of silver, and knowledge rather than
choice gold, for wisdom is better than jewels, and all that you may desire cannot compare with
her (8:10-11). This sets up the great theme of the next section. Of everything a human heart
could chase, nothing compares to wisdom. She is the one purchase that is always worth the
price.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Wisdom calls publicly and in the open, in contrast to folly’s shadows.

e God’'s wisdom is offered freely to the simple and the foolish, not an elite.

e Wisdom's words are righteous and straight, never twisted or manipulative.
¢ Wisdom is worth more than silver, gold, or jewels.

e The Old Testament is written for our instruction (Romans 15:4).

Discussion Prompts

e Why is it significant that Wisdom calls in the busiest public places?
¢ What does it tell us about God that He reaches out to ‘the simple’?
e How is Wisdom'’s straight speech different from the world’s flattery?

Question 2

Student Question:



Wisdom cries to the simple and the fools to get understanding (8:5). Where in your own life are
you most prone to be ‘simple,’ easily led or slow to learn, and what would it look like to actually
heed her call there?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question turns the call of Wisdom into a mirror. She cries to the simple and the fools to get
understanding (8:5), and the honest truth is that there is something of the simple in every one
of us. The simple person is not stupid; he is open, undecided, easily swayed by the loudest voice,
slow to learn from his own mistakes.

Ask students to locate their own simplicity. Perhaps it shows up in money, where the same
impulsive pattern repeats. Perhaps in relationships, where they keep trusting the wrong voices.
Perhaps in a recurring temptation they never seem to outsmart. Naming the area is the
beginning of heeding the call.

The remedy Wisdom offers is not condemnation but instruction. She does not mock the simple;
she invites them to learn. The very fact that we can recognize our simplicity is a hopeful sign, for
the truly hardened fool cannot see his folly at all.

Press toward heeding her call specifically. To learn prudence in a particular area might mean
seeking counsel, building a guardrail, or finally listening to advice long resisted. The goal is not
guilt but a teachable, listening heart.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e There is something of ‘the simple’ in everyone.

e Simplicity is being easily led and slow to learn, not unintelligent.
e Recognizing our simplicity is itself a hopeful, teachable sign.

e Heeding Wisdom’s call means concrete action in a real area.

Discussion Prompts

* |n what area of life are you most easily led or slow to learn?
e What recurring mistake might Wisdom be calling you to address?
e Who could you invite to instruct you in that area?

Question 3
Student Question:

In 8:10-21, Wisdom says her fruit is better than gold and her yield than choice silver. What does
this passage teach about the true value of wisdom compared to wealth, and why are we so
prone to get this backwards?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



Verses 10-21 develop the surpassing value of wisdom. My fruit is better than gold, even fine
gold, and my yield than choice silver (8:19). Solomon, who knew wealth as few ever have, insists
that what wisdom produces outlasts and outweighs what money produces. Gold can be stolen,
spent, or lost; the fruit of wisdom endures.

Wisdom is also pictured as the secret behind every good and just authority: By me kings reign,
and rulers decree what is just; by me princes rule (8:15-16). Wherever there is genuine justice,
sound judgment, and good order in the world, wisdom is at work. She is not impractical; she is
the most practical thing there is, holding civilization together.

Notice too the moral grain of wisdom'’s riches: | have riches and honor, enduring wealth and
righteousness (8:18). The wealth wisdom brings is bound up with righteousness, not divorced
from it. This is not a promise that the godly always grow rich, for that would turn a proverb into
a contract God never signed. It is a description of how life generally goes under God's good
order: the path of wisdom and righteousness is, in the long run, the path of true and lasting
gain.

We get this backwards so easily because wealth is visible and wisdom is not. We can count gold;
we cannot count understanding. So we chase the thing we can measure and neglect the thing
that matters more. Wisdom'’s appeal here is to lift our eyes and re-rank our desires before it is
too late.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

* The fruit of wisdom outlasts and outweighs gold and silver (8:19).

e Wisdom undergirds just rule and good order in the world (8:15-16).
e Wisdom'’s riches are bound together with righteousness (8:18).

e Thisis a general principle of God’s order, not a prosperity contract.
e We prize wealth because it is visible and wisdom because is not.

Discussion Prompts

e  Why do we so easily value what we can measure over what we cannot?
® How is the ‘fruit’ of wisdom more enduring than money?
¢ Where do you see wisdom quietly holding good order together?

Question 4
Student Question:

Proverbs 8:13 says the fear of the LORD is to hate evil. What is one specific evil you have been
tolerating or excusing in your life, and what would it mean to genuinely hate it as God does?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



At the heart of this section stands a definition we must not rush past: The fear of the LORD is
hatred of evil. Pride and arrogance and the way of evil and perverted speech | hate (8:13). The
fear of the Lord is not a vague religious feeling; it has a moral edge. To revere God is to hate
what God hates.

This question presses that truth into a mirror. It is one thing to disapprove of evil in the abstract
and quite another to hate the specific evil we have grown comfortable with. Most of us are not
tolerating gross wickedness; we are excusing a cherished sin, a habit we have made peace with,
a compromise we keep renaming.

Hating evil does not mean hating people. It means refusing to make excuses for the sin in our
own hearts, calling it what God calls it, and turning from it. The fear of the Lord will not let us
keep a pet sin in a comfortable corner of the house.

Encourage students that this hatred grows from love, not mere willpower. The more we love
God and treasure His wisdom, the more naturally we come to hate what wars against Him.
Genuine reverence reshapes our affections.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ The fear of the Lord includes hating evil, not just admiring good (8:13).

e We are most tempted to tolerate the sin we have grown comfortable with.
e Hating evil means refusing to excuse our own sin, not hating people.

® True hatred of evil grows from love for God, not mere willpower.

Discussion Prompts

¢ What evil have you quietly grown comfortable with?
e What would it look like to call that sin what God calls it?
* How does loving God change the way we feel about sin?

Question 5
Student Question:

In 8:12-21, Wisdom is shown as the companion of righteous rule, sound counsel, and lasting
riches. How does this passage challenge the world’s assumption that the shrewd and ruthless are
the ones who really get ahead?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Verses 12-21 portray Wisdom as the companion of everything genuinely good in public life: I,
wisdom, dwell with prudence, and | find knowledge and discretion (8:12). She is bound up with
sound counsel, insight, and strength (8:14). The world often imagines that getting ahead
requires cunning, ruthlessness, and a willingness to cut corners. This passage says the opposite.



By me kings reign, and rulers decree what is just (8:15). Wherever leadership is genuinely just
and lasting, it is wisdom and not raw shrewdness that sustains it. The ruthless may rise quickly,
but their kingdoms are built on sand. Wisdom builds what endures.

Walking in the way of righteousness, in the paths of justice (8:20), Wisdom grants enduring
wealth and an inheritance to those who love her, filling their treasuries (8:21). The lasting
prosperity she gives flows along the road of righteousness, not around it. This stands as a direct
challenge to the cynical belief that you have to be a little dishonest to succeed.

Again, we read this as a general principle, not an absolute guarantee. The righteous can still
suffer loss in this fallen world, as Job and the cross make plain. But the overall grain of God’s
universe runs with wisdom and righteousness, not against them. In the end, the shrewd
schemer is the real fool.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Wisdom, not cunning, undergirds just and lasting leadership (8:15-16).
e Lasting prosperity travels the road of righteousness (8:20-21).

e The world’s belief that the ruthless get ahead is short-sighted.

e Thisis a general principle, not an absolute promise of success.

e The grain of God's universe runs with wisdom and righteousness.

Discussion Prompts

e Why does the world assume the ruthless are the ones who succeed?
¢ How does wisdom build things that actually last?
e Where have you seen shrewd shortcuts collapse over time?

Question 6
Student Question:

Wisdom says, | love those who love me, and those who seek me diligently find me (8:17). How
diligently are you actually seeking wisdom, and what concrete habit could you build this week to
seek it the way you would seek silver or hidden treasure?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Wisdom makes a tender promise: | love those who love me, and those who seek me diligently
find me (8:17). This is not a cold transaction but a relationship of mutual seeking. Wisdom is not
played hard to get; she is found by those who genuinely want her enough to look.

The key word is diligently. Earlier the simple were urged to value wisdom above silver. We know
how to seek silver: we plan, we work, we sacrifice, we do not give up. The question is whether
we seek wisdom with anything like that same energy, or whether we expect it to fall into our
laps.



This question asks for honest self-assessment. Most of us would say we want wisdom, but
wanting and seeking are not the same. Seeking means building habits: opening the Word, asking
counsel, praying for understanding, sitting under teaching, reflecting on our days.

Press toward one concrete habit. A diligent seeker does not merely admire wisdom from a
distance; he digs for it as for hidden treasure. What single, regular practice could a student
begin this week that would turn admiration into pursuit?

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Wisdom is found by those who seek her diligently (8:17).

*  We must seek wisdom with the energy we give to seeking money.
e Wanting wisdom and actually seeking it are not the same thing.

¢ Diligent seeking means concrete, regular spiritual habits.

Discussion Prompts

* Do you seek wisdom with the same energy you seek other goals?
¢ What does diligent seeking of wisdom actually look like day to day?
¢ What one habit could you begin this week to seek it?

Question 7
Student Question:

In 9:1-6, Wisdom builds her house, prepares a feast, and sends her servants to invite the simple.
What does this picture of a prepared banquet and a sent-out invitation teach us about how God
graciously calls people to Himself?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Chapter 9 opens with a gracious scene: Wisdom has built her house; she has hewn her seven
pillars (9:1). The house is solid, complete, and ready. She has slaughtered her beasts, mixed her
wine, and set her table (9:2). Everything is prepared. The host has done all the work; nothing
remains but for guests to come.

Then she sends out her servants and calls from the highest places: Whoever is simple, let him
turn in here! (9:3-4). The invitation goes out actively, carried by messengers, aimed once more
at the simple. Wisdom does not wait passively for the worthy to arrive; she sends out a
summons to the very people who need her most.

Her appeal is full of life: Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine | have mixed. Leave your
simple ways, and live, and walk in the way of insight (9:5-6). To accept her invitation is not to
enter a dull life of restriction but to truly live and walk in understanding. The feast is genuine,
generous, and good.



This picture beautifully foreshadows the gospel. God has prepared a feast at great cost, sends
out His servants to invite all, and calls especially the simple and the lost to come and live. The
invitation is real and the table is ready; the only question is whether we will turn in.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Wisdom has fully prepared her house and table at her own cost (9:1-2).
e She actively sends out servants to invite the simple (9:3-4).

® Her invitation offers life and insight, not dull restriction (9:5-6).

e The scene foreshadows God'’s gracious gospel call to all people.

¢ The host does the work; guests need only come and accept.

Discussion Prompts

e What does it mean that Wisdom prepares everything before inviting?
e How does this banquet picture the gospel call of God?
*  Why does Wisdom send servants rather than wait passively?

Question 8
Student Question:

Wisdom says, Leave your simple ways, and live (9:6). What is one ‘simple way,’ one foolish
pattern or excuse, that you sense God calling you to leave behind, and what is the first step?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Wisdom'’s invitation includes a command and a promise: Leave your simple ways, and live (9:6).
Accepting her feast means leaving something behind. There is no sitting at her table while still
clinging to the old folly. Turning toward wisdom always involves turning from something.

This question asks students to name the ‘simple way’ they need to leave. It might be a habit of
impulsiveness, a refusal to plan, a pattern of trusting the wrong voices, a recurring excuse that
keeps them stuck. The simple ways are the comfortable foolish patterns we keep returning to.

Leaving is rarely a single dramatic act; it is usually a first step followed by many more. Wisdom
does not ask for instant perfection but for a genuine turn, a decision to walk in the way of
insight rather than the old well-worn rut.

Encourage students that leaving the simple way is not loss but gain, for the promise attached is
life. What looks like giving something up is actually trading the chambers of death for the table
of life. Name the pattern, then name the first step away from it.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Accepting Wisdom's feast means leaving the old folly behind (9:6).



¢  Turning toward wisdom always means turning from something.
e Leaving is usually a first step followed by many more.
e What looks like loss is actually a trade for genuine life.

Discussion Prompts

e What ‘simple way’ or foolish pattern is God calling you to leave?
¢ What excuse have you been using to stay where you are?
e What is one concrete first step away from it this week?

Question 9
Student Question:

In Proverbs 8:22-31, Wisdom speaks as present with God before and during creation. This is one
of the most exalted passages in the book and also one of the most misunderstood. How should
we read this vivid poetic picture of Wisdom beside God as a master workman, why must we be
careful not to treat ‘wisdom’ here as a literal created being, and where does this magnificent
truth that God made all things in wisdom point us forward to Christ, in whom are hidden all the
treasures of wisdom and through whom all things were made?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

We now come to the most exalted and most misunderstood passage in the lesson: The LORD
possessed me at the beginning of his work, the first of his acts of old. Ages ago | was set up, at
the first, before the beginning of the earth (8:22-23). The poetry soars on: before the
mountains, before the seas, before the heavens were set, Wisdom was there. When God
established the heavens and drew a circle on the face of the deep, then | was beside him, like a
master workman, and | was daily his delight, rejoicing before him always, rejoicing in his
inhabited world and delighting in the children of man (8:27-31). The first thing to grasp is what
kind of writing this is. Throughout chapters 8 and 9, Wisdom has been pictured as a woman who
cries in the streets, builds a house, and spreads a table. This is a vivid poetic device, a
personification, not a report that an actual female being exists. Here that same device rises to its
glorious height to make one magnificent point: God created all things in wisdom. The universe is
not an accident or a chaos; it is the ordered masterpiece of a God whose wisdom rejoiced as He
made it.

Because this is poetry magnifying God’s wisdom, we must be careful not to over-read it. We
must not treat ‘wisdom’ here as a literal separate being who was born or created before the
world. The text is exalting an attribute of God, dramatized as a person, to lift our worship. To
read it as the biography of a created divine person is to mistake the genre and miss the point.

This caution is not merely academic, because verse 22 was historically twisted into a serious
error. In the Arian controversy of the early centuries, some seized on the words ‘the LORD
possessed me’ or ‘brought me forth’ and argued that the Son of God was therefore a created



being, the first thing God made. We must reject that error plainly and firmly. The eternal Son is
not a creature. He has always been God; there was never a time when He was not. Whatever
this poem says about personified wisdom, it cannot be used to make the Son of God less than
fully and eternally divine.

With that guard firmly in place, we can let the passage point us forward where the New
Testament itself leads. The glorious truth that God made all things in wisdom finds its fullest
meaning in Christ. The Scriptures call Christ the wisdom of God (1 Corinthians 1:24,30) and tell
us that in Him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Colossians 2:3). They tell
us that all things were made through Him, the eternal Word who was in the beginning with God
and was God (John 1:1-3), and that by Him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, and
in Him all things hold together (Colossians 1:16-17). So when Proverbs sings that God created in
wisdom, we who live after the cross hear an echo of the Son through whom He created.

We make this connection with restraint. We are not saying Proverbs 8 is a direct prophecy of
Christ or that the personified wisdom is a portrait of the pre-incarnate Son. We are saying that
the truth being celebrated, namely that God’s wisdom was at work in creation, is gloriously
fulfilled and embodied in the Son in whom all the treasures of wisdom dwell. The passage exalts
God'’s creative wisdom; the New Testament shows us where that wisdom finally and fully
resides. To bow before the God who made all things in wisdom is, in the end, to bow before His
Son.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e 8:22-31 s exalted poetry personifying God’s wisdom, not a literal being.

e Its central point is that God created all things in wisdom; the world is His masterpiece.

e We must not over-read it as the biography of a created divine person.

* Verse 22 was misused in the Arian controversy to deny the Son’s eternal deity; that error
must be rejected.

* The eternal Son is not a creature; He has always been fully God.

e Christ is the wisdom of God in whom all treasures of wisdom are hidden (1 Cor 1:24,30; Col
2:3).

¢ All things were made through the Son (John 1:1-3; Col 1:16-17), so God’s creative wisdom is
fulfilled in Him.

Discussion Prompts

e What kind of writing is Proverbs 8:22-31, and why does the genre matter?
*  How would you answer someone who claims this proves the Son was created?
e How does the New Testament let us connect this passage to Christ rightly?

Question 10

Student Question:



Proverbs 9 sets two banquets before us, the table of Wisdom and the table of Folly, each calling
to the very same people. Looking back across Proverbs 8 and 9 as a whole, name one specific
way Jesus, the wisdom of God, is forming you through this passage, and what is the first
concrete step of obedience you will take this week to sit at His table rather than Folly’s?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Chapter 9 sets two feasts side by side, and the parallel is deliberate. Wisdom has built her house
and spread her table (9:1-2), and so has Folly: A woman named Folly is loud; she is seductive
and knows nothing. She sits at the door of her house and calls to those who pass by (9:13-15).
Both women call to the very same people, those who are going straight on their way, the simple
passersby. The choice is set before everyone.

But the two invitations could not be more different. Wisdom's table is open, generous, and
honest. Folly’s appeal is sneaky and stolen: Stolen water is sweet, and bread eaten in secret is
pleasant (9:17). Folly does not offer anything she made; she offers what is forbidden, dressed up
as a thrill. The very secrecy is part of the bait.

And the two roads end in opposite places. Wisdom’s guest leaves simple ways and lives (9:6);
but the one who turns in to Folly does not know that the dead are there, that her guests are in
the depths of Sheol (9:18). One table is the way of life; the other descends to the chambers of
death. The stakes are nothing less than life itself.

At the very center, between the two invitations, stands the keynote of the entire book, sounded
once more: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy
One is insight (9:10). This repeated heartbeat reminds us that the whole choice comes down to
this. To fear the Lord is to sit at Wisdom’s table; to forget Him is to drift toward Folly’s.

Crucially, the two invitations show that people are genuinely able to choose. Both voices call to
the same simple ones; neither is dragged to a table against his will, and neither is barred from
Wisdom'’s house by a hidden decree. The summons is real, the choice is real, and each person is
accountable for the table he sits down at. And for us, this whole scene finds its fullest meaning
in Christ, the wisdom of God, who still spreads His table and calls all people to come and live. To
respond to His call is wisdom; to refuse it is the deepest folly of all.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Wisdom and Folly call to the very same people (9:4,16).

e Wisdom'’s table is honest and generous; Folly offers stolen, secret pleasure (9:17).
¢ The two roads end in life or in the depths of death (9:6,18).

e The fear of the Lord, the book’s keynote, stands at the center (9:10).

e Both invitations show people are genuinely able to choose; no hidden decree.

e Each person is accountable for the table he chooses.

e  Christ the wisdom of God still spreads His table and calls all to come and live.



Discussion Prompts

e How are Wisdom'’s and Folly’s invitations alike, and how do they differ?
e Why does the text place the fear of the Lord at the very center (9:10)?
¢ How does the gospel of Christ extend Wisdom’s invitation to us today?



