
The Book of Philippians
Lesson 13: God’s Provision and Final Greetings -- Philippians 4:14–23

Letters end the way they begin, with the people who matter. Paul opened this letter thanking 
God for the Philippians’ partnership in the gospel, and now, as he draws to a close, he returns to 
that partnership with deep gratitude. They had done something most churches had not. When 
Paul was in need, they shared in his trouble, sending help again and again, standing with him 
when others stood off. Paul will not let their generosity pass without honoring it.

But Paul is careful about how he speaks of their gift. He does not want to sound like a man 
fishing for more. Not that I seek the gift, he says, but I seek the fruit that increases to your 
credit. He is more interested in what their generosity does for them than in what it does for him. 
Their giving was an investment, fruit accumulating to their account, treasure laid up where it 
truly lasts. Paul rejoices not because he got something, but because they were becoming the 
kind of people who give.

Then he lifts their gift higher still. He calls it a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and 
pleasing to God. Their money sent to a prisoner had risen to heaven like the smoke of an altar, 
received by God himself as worship. And in response comes one of the most beloved promises 
in all of Scripture. My God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus. The God they had given to would not be in their debt.

And so the letter ends as it must, in the praise of God and the grace of the Lord Jesus. Paul sends 
greetings, even from believers in Caesar’s own household, a reminder that the gospel had 
reached into the very heart of the empire that held him prisoner. As we finish this study of 
Philippians, we look back over a journey that has taken us from a prison cell to the throne of 
heaven, and we ask what kind of people this letter has been forming us to be, partners in the 
gospel, citizens of heaven, content in Christ, and confident in the God who supplies our every 
need.

Group Discussion: Paul tells the Philippians that their gift was “a fragrant offering, a sacrifice 
acceptable and pleasing to God” (4:18). How does it change the way you think about giving to 
know that God receives it as worship offered to him?

Personal Reflection: Paul promises, “my God will supply every need of yours” (4:19). Where are 
you most tempted to worry about provision, and how would truly trusting this promise change 
the way you handle that area?

Read Philippians 4:14–23

Study Questions



1. Paul commends the Philippians, “it was kind of you to share my trouble,” recalling their 
repeated gifts when no other church partnered with him (4:14–16). What does this teach us 
about the place of generosity and material partnership in the work of the gospel?

2. Think about your own giving to the Lord’s work and to those in need. Is it generous, regular, 
and sacrificial, or an afterthought? What would it look like to grow as a genuine partner in 
the gospel through your giving?

3. Paul says, “not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit” (4:17). 
What does it mean that our giving produces fruit credited to us, and how does this reshape 
the way we think about generosity?

4. Examine your own heart about money and giving. Do you give reluctantly, out of obligation, 
or freely and cheerfully? What does your attitude toward giving reveal about where your 
treasure and trust actually lie?

5. Paul describes their gift as “a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God” 
(4:18). What does it teach us that our giving rises to God as an act of worship, and how 
should that shape the way we give?

6. When you give, do you experience it as worship offered to God, or merely as a bill paid or a 
need met? How might seeing your giving as an offering to God change the spirit in which 
you do it?

7. Paul promises, “my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus” (4:19). What does this teach us about God as our provider, and why is it 
significant that this promise follows their sacrificial generosity?

8. Where does anxiety about provision, money, security, the future, grip you most? How does 
the promise that God will supply your need, and the difference between your needs and 
your wants, speak to that anxiety?

9. Paul ends with glory to God, greetings even from “those of Caesar’s household,” and the 
grace of the Lord Jesus (4:20–23). What do this closing doxology, the gospel’s reach into 
Caesar’s own household, and the final word of grace teach us about God, about his church, 
and about the foundation of the whole Christian life?

10. Look back not only over this passage but over the entire letter to the Philippians. Across 
these thirteen lessons, from a prison cell to the throne of heaven, name one specific way 
Jesus has used this study to form you, and one truth from Philippians you most want to 
carry forward into your life.

Now or Later

Reflect on these passages: 2 Corinthians 9:6–11, God loving a cheerful giver and supplying seed 
to the sower; Malachi 3:10, the Lord opening the windows of heaven to those who honor him; 
Matthew 6:31–33, seeking first the kingdom and trusting the Father to supply what we need; 



Luke 6:38, giving and it being given to you, good measure pressed down and overflowing; Acts 
20:35, it being more blessed to give than to receive.


