The Book of Philippians

Lesson 3: Worthy of the Gospel; United and Unafraid -- Philippians 1:27-
2:4

Every group has a culture, an unwritten code of how its people carry themselves. A soldier
learns to walk and speak in a way worthy of the uniform. A family name carries expectations.
Paul reaches for exactly this kind of language when he turns from his own situation to the daily
life of the Philippians. Whatever happens to me, he says, conduct yourselves in a manner
worthy of the gospel of Christ.

Philippi was a Roman colony, and its people were proud of their citizenship. They knew what it
meant to live in a far-off place as representatives of a greater city. Paul takes that civic pride
they understood so well and lifts it higher. You belong to a greater commonwealth than Rome,
he tells them in effect, so live like citizens of it, even here, even now, even under pressure.

And there will be pressure. Paul speaks plainly about opponents and about suffering, and then
says something that turns our instincts upside down. The fact that they get to suffer for Christ is
not a sign that God has abandoned them but a gift that has been granted to them. He wants
them standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side, unafraid of those who oppose them.

But Paul knows the deepest threat to a church is rarely the enemy outside. It is the division
within, the selfish ambition and quiet conceit that pull a body apart. So he pleads with them,
and the plea is breathtaking. Count others more significant than yourselves. Look not only to
your own interests but to the interests of others. This is the doorway into the great passage
about the mind of Christ that comes next, and it begins with a question for every one of us. Are
we living in a way worthy of the good news we claim to believe?

Group Discussion: Paul tells the Philippians to live “in a manner worthy of the gospel” (1:27).
When have you seen someone whose daily conduct made the gospel believable to you, even
without many words?

Personal Reflection: Paul calls believers to “count others more significant than yourselves” (2:3).
Be honest, in a normal week, whose interests do you tend to put first, and where does this
command press on you most?

Read Philippians 1:27-2:4
Study Questions

1. Paul urges them to “let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ” (1:27), using
language that pictures living as citizens of a heavenly commonwealth. What does it mean



for our conduct to be worthy of the gospel, and why does Paul tie behavior so closely to
belief?

2. Think about an area of your daily life, your speech, your work, your habits at home, where
your conduct does not yet match the gospel you profess. What would it look like this week
to bring that area into line with what you believe?

3. Paul wants them “standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith
of the gospel” (1:27). What does this teach us about the importance of unity in the Lord’s
church, and what is that unity actually for?

4. Areyou, in practice, a source of unity or a source of friction in your congregation and your
home? Name one concrete way you could strive side by side with others this week rather
than pulling against them.

5. Paul says their courage in the face of opponents is “a clear sign” of salvation, and that it has
been “granted” to them not only to believe in Christ but also to suffer for his sake (1:28-29).
What does this teach us about how God views the suffering of his faithful people?

6. When you face opposition, ridicule, or pressure because of your faith, what is your honest
response? How does it change things to see faithful suffering as something granted to you
rather than as evidence that something has gone wrong?

7. Paul appeals to them on the basis of “encouragement in Christ,” “comfort from love,”
“participation in the Spirit,” and “affection and sympathy” (2:1). What does this teach us
about the true foundation of Christian unity, and why can it not rest merely on agreement
or personality?

8. Paul names “selfish ambition” and “conceit” (2:3) as the great enemies of unity. Where do
you see these working quietly in your own heart, and how do they show up in the way you
relate to others?

9. Paul commands, “in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you
look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others” (2:3-4). What does
genuine Christian humility actually mean here, and how does this command set the stage
for the mind of Christ that Paul describes next?

10. Look back over the whole passage. Paul calls the church to a life worthy of the gospel,
united, unafraid, and humble. Name one specific way Jesus is using these verses to form
you, whether toward bolder faithfulness, toward unity, or toward counting someone else as
more significant than yourself.

Now or Later

Reflect on these passages: Ephesians 4:1-6, walking worthy of the calling and keeping the unity
of the Spirit; Acts 5:41, the apostles rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer for the
name; 1 Peter 4:12-16, not being surprised at the fiery trial but rejoicing to share Christ’s



sufferings; John 17:20-23, the Lord’s own prayer that his people would be one; Romans 12:10,
outdoing one another in showing honor.



