
The Book of Numbers
Lesson 7: Miriam and Aaron Oppose Moses -- Numbers 12:1–16

Sometimes the most dangerous trouble in a family does not come from outsiders. It comes from 
the people closest to us, the ones who know us best, the ones who stood beside us in the 
hardest days. In Numbers 12 the threat to Moses does not come from Egypt or from a foreign 
army or even from the grumbling crowd. It comes from his own brother and sister. Aaron and 
Miriam are not strangers. Miriam had watched over baby Moses among the reeds of the Nile. 
Aaron had stood with him before Pharaoh. These are the two people who had every reason to 
be loyal, and they are the two who turn on him.

It begins quietly, the way these things usually do. They start talking about Moses behind his 
back, complaining about the Cushite woman he had married. But you can feel almost at once 
that the marriage is not really the issue. Listen to the second thing they say: Has the Lord indeed 
spoken only by Moses? Has he not spoken also by us? There it is, out in the open. This is not 
about a wife. This is about position. It is about the ache of standing in someone else’s shadow, 
the quiet resentment that whispers, I deserve more recognition than I am getting.

And then comes one of the most striking sentences in all of Scripture, dropped right into the 
middle of the story: Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon 
the face of the earth. Moses does not defend himself. He does not fire back. He says nothing at 
all. Instead the Lord Himself comes down in the pillar of cloud and summons the three of them 
to the tent of meeting, and God speaks for the servant who would not speak for himself. When 
the cloud lifts, Miriam stands there white as snow with leprosy, and the brother and sister who 
had so freely criticized are suddenly undone.

We read this and we want to keep it safely back there in the wilderness, but it will not stay put. 
How often have we sat in a circle, or stood in a hallway, and let our words run loose against 
someone God has placed over us? How often has jealousy dressed itself up as a reasonable 
concern? This lesson asks us to look honestly at the pride that hides in our own complaining, at 
the way we speak about those in places of responsibility, and at the strange, costly beauty of a 
man so secure in God that he did not need to win the argument. It also shows us a God who 
disciplines, and a God who, when His servant prays, heals.

Group Discussion: When have you seen a complaint that sounded reasonable on the surface but 
was really about jealousy or wounded pride underneath, and how did it affect the people 
around it?

Personal Reflection: Think of someone God has placed in a position of responsibility over you. 
How have you spoken about that person lately, in front of them and behind their back?

Read Numbers 12:1–16



Study Questions

1. Numbers 12:1–2 begins with Miriam and Aaron speaking against Moses about his wife, but 
quickly shifts to the real complaint. What does their question Has the Lord indeed spoken 
only by Moses? reveal about the true nature of their grievance, and why does the text say 
the Lord heard it?

2. Miriam and Aaron raised a side issue (the Cushite wife) to mask a deeper jealousy over 
Moses’ place. Where in your own life have you used a small, defensible complaint to cover a 
desire for more recognition or control?

3. Numbers 12:3 calls Moses very meek, above all the men on the earth. What does biblical 
meekness mean here, and how is it different from weakness or cowardice, given that Moses 
had earlier confronted Pharaoh and would later confront Israel?

4. Moses made no attempt to defend himself when his own brother and sister attacked him. 
When you are criticized unfairly, what is your first instinct, and what would it look like for 
you to entrust your defense to God instead?

5. In Numbers 12:6–8 God distinguishes how He spoke to other prophets (visions and dreams) 
from how He spoke with Moses (mouth to mouth, plainly). Why does God make this 
distinction, and what does it say about the danger of speaking against the one God had 
appointed and uniquely authorized?



6. God asks Miriam and Aaron, Were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses? (12:8). 
When have you spoken too quickly or too boldly about someone in authority, and what 
would a healthy fear of God have changed about your words?

7. Numbers 12:9–10 records the Lord’s anger and Miriam’s leprosy, while Aaron is spared open 
punishment though he repents. What does this teach about God’s holiness, about the 
seriousness He attaches to rebellion against His order, and about the reality of 
consequences even after repentance?

8. Aaron turns to Moses and pleads, lay not the sin upon us (12:11). Is there someone you 
have wronged with your words to whom you still need to go and humbly confess, rather 
than excusing or minimizing what you did?

9. When Aaron begs for help, Moses cries out, Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee (12:13), 
interceding for the very sister who had attacked him. The New Testament treats Israel’s 
rebellion in the wilderness as written for our instruction and warning (1 Corinthians 10:10–
11; Jude 8–11; Hebrews 13:17). How does this account both warn us against despising God-
given leadership and point us to Christ, the meek and greater Servant who prayed for those 
who wronged Him?

10. Name one specific way Jesus, the meekest of all and the one who interceded even from the 
cross, is forming meekness in you right now: a complaint you need to lay down, a person 
you need to forgive, or a prayer you need to pray for someone who has hurt you.



Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: 1 Corinthians 10:10–11, Israel’s wilderness rebellions written down 
as examples and warnings for us.; Jude 8–11, those who despise authority and speak evil of 
dignities, warned by the example of rebels.; Hebrews 13:17, the call to respect and submit to 
those who watch over our souls in the Lord.; James 3:5–10, the small tongue that kindles great 
fires and must be bridled.; Philippians 2:3–8, the mind of Christ who, though equal with God, 
humbled Himself and took the form of a servant.
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