The Book of Numbers

Lesson 2: The Levites Set Apart for Service -- Numbers 3:1-4:49

Imagine being chosen for a job you never applied for. You wake up one morning and learn that
out of an entire nation, your family has been singled out, set apart, handed a sacred trust. That
is the strange and weighty privilege that falls on the tribe of Levi in these two chapters. While
the other tribes are counted for war, the Levites are counted for worship. They are taken, the
text says, in place of the firstborn of Israel, to belong to God in a special way and to serve at His
dwelling place. It is the story of a whole family drafted into the holy work of being near God on
behalf of everyone else.

There is real tenderness in how chapter 3 opens, and a real warning. We meet Aaron’s sons, and
immediately we are reminded that two of them, Nadab and Abihu, died before the LORD when
they offered unauthorized fire. The chapter does not flinch. Service near a holy God is a
privilege, but it is also serious. And then God explains why the Levites are His: the night He
struck down the firstborn of Egypt, He claimed every firstborn of Israel as His own. The Levites
now stand in their place, a living substitute, a constant reminder that the people who were
spared belong, body and soul, to the God who spared them.

Chapter 4 reads almost like a foreman assigning crews. The sons of Kohath carry the most holy
things, the ark and the altar and the lampstand, wrapped and covered and borne on the
shoulder. The sons of Gershon carry the curtains and coverings and hangings of the tent. The
sons of Merari carry the frames, the bars, the pillars, the bases, the heavy bones of the
structure. Every clan has its load, its tools, its place in the march. Nobody carries everything;
everybody carries something. The whole tabernacle moves through the wilderness on the
shoulders of ordinary men who simply did the job God gave them.

And here is where it presses into us. You and | are not Levites, and the New Testament is clear
that the old priesthood has been fulfilled and set aside in Christ, our great High Priest. But the
heartbeat of these chapters beats on. God still redeems a people to be His own. He still calls the
redeemed to serve. He still gives each of us a load to carry and a place in the march, and He still
cares deeply how holy things are handled. As you read about Kohath and Gershon and Merari,
you are reading about a God who assigns sacred work to ordinary people, and who, in Christ,
has made all His people into a holy priesthood. The question these chapters leave on the table is
simple: what has God set you apart to carry?

Group Discussion: The Levites were redeemed to belong wholly to God and then given specific
work to do for Him. How should the truth that we have been redeemed shape the way we think
about serving in the Lord’s church today?

Personal Reflection: If God has set you apart to carry something specific in His service, what is it,
and are you carrying it faithfully or letting it sit on the ground?



Read Numbers 3:1-4:49

Study Questions

1.

In Numbers 3:5-13 God takes the Levites for Himself in place of the firstborn of Israel,
declaring the Levites are Mine. What does this divine claim reveal about God’s right over His
redeemed people and the meaning of belonging to Him?

The Levites belonged wholly to God for His service (Numbers 3:11-13). In what area of your
life are you still living as though you belong to yourself rather than to the Lord who
redeemed you?

Numbers 3:1-4 recalls that Nadab and Abihu died because they offered unauthorized fire
before the LORD. What does this sober account teach about serving God on His terms and
according to His revealed will rather than our own preferences?

Nadab and Abihu treated holy service casually (Numbers 3:4). Where might you be tempted
to approach worship or service to God carelessly or on your own terms?

In Numbers 3:40-51 the firstborn of Israel are redeemed, the Levites standing in for most
and a redemption price paid for the surplus. What does this careful act of redemption reveal
about God'’s justice, His ownership of the firstborn, and how it points forward to redemption
in Christ?



6. The firstborn were redeemed at a price (Numbers 3:46-51). How does the truth that you
too have been bought with a price (1 Corinthians 6:20) change how you view your body,
time, and choices?

7. In Numbers 4 the clans of Kohath, Gershon, and Merari each receive distinct, assigned
duties for carrying the tabernacle. What does this careful division of holy labor reveal about
how God values every kind of faithful service among His people?

8. Kohath, Gershon, and Merari each carried a different load (Numbers 4). Which assigned role
most resembles your place in the body of Christ, and how can you carry it more faithfully?

9. Numbers 3 and 4 together present a tribe redeemed to belong to God, set apart for service,
warned to handle holy things rightly, and organized for sacred labor. Drawing the whole
passage together, how does the Levitical priesthood and service serve as a God-given
shadow under the Old Covenant that is fulfilled in Christ our High Priest and in the
priesthood of all believers?

10. Looking back across the entire passage, name one specific way the God who redeems and
assigns service to His people is forming you through this study, and what you will do this
week in response.

Digging Deeper



Reflect on these passages: Hebrews 7:23-28, the many Levitical priests who died contrasted
with Christ, our permanent High Priest who lives forever to save and intercede.; 1 Peter 2:5,9,
believers as a holy and royal priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices, the New Testament
fulfillment of a people set apart for God.; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, you are not your own, for you
were bought with a price, echoing the redemption of the firstborn.; Hebrews 9:11-14, Christ
entering the greater tabernacle with His own blood, fulfilling the shadow the Levites served.;
Colossians 2:14-17, the legal demands and ceremonial shadows fulfilled and set aside in Christ,
the substance to which they pointed.
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