The Books of Nahum, Habakkuk, and
Zephaniah

Lesson 7: Seek the Lord, Seek Righteousness, Seek Humility -- Zephaniah
2:1-15

After the fire alarm comes the open door. Zephaniah 1 announced the great day of the Lord
with overwhelming seriousness; now chapter 2 opens with the most important word a person
under judgment can hear: ‘Seek.’ ‘Gather yourselves together,’ the prophet says, ‘seek ye the
Lord, all ye meek of the earth... seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in
the day of the Lord’s anger.’ The God who warns is the God who invites. The same chapter that
will go on to pronounce judgment on nation after nation pauses first to call God’s people to
repentance, as if to say: there is still time, there is still a way, seek the Lord while He may be
found.

Notice the three things we are told to seek: the Lord Himself, righteousness, and humility (the
older translation says meekness). These three belong together. To seek the Lord is to seek the
Person; to seek righteousness is to seek His character formed in our conduct; to seek humility is
to seek the lowliness of heart that makes both possible. The proud cannot seek God rightly,
because seeking assumes need, and the proud admit no need. It is the meek of the earth who
are invited to be hidden in the day of wrath. There is shelter in the storm, but it is found by
those humble enough to run to it.

Then Zephaniah turns outward, sweeping across the map. He pronounces judgment on Philistia
to the west, Moab and Ammon to the east, Cush to the south, and Assyria with its proud capital
Nineveh to the north. The point is sobering and clarifying: the day of the Lord is not Judah’s
problem alone. God is the God of all nations, and no people is beyond His reach or above His
justice. Assyria, which once boasted, ‘1 am, and there is none beside me,” would become a
desolation, a place where flocks lie down and wild creatures nest in the ruins. Pride that exalts
itself against God always ends the same way.

This lesson presses two things gently into our lives. First, the urgent invitation to seek, to gather
ourselves, to stop drifting and earnestly pursue the Lord, His righteousness, and a humble heart,
while the door is open. And second, the warning of pride, written across the ruins of empires
that thought themselves untouchable. ‘This is the rejoicing city that dwelt carelessly,’ Zephaniah
says of Nineveh, ‘that said in her heart, | am, and there is none beside me.’ The contrast could
not be clearer: the proud who say ‘I am’ will fall, but the meek who seek the Lord will be hidden.
Which will we be?



Group Discussion: Read together the opening call to ‘seek the Lord... seek righteousness, seek
meekness’ (Zephaniah 2:3). Why do you think these three things are joined together, and what
does it look like, practically, to actively seek God rather than passively drift?

Personal Reflection: Zephaniah calls the ‘meek of the earth’ to seek the Lord and promises they
may be hidden in the day of His anger. How would you honestly describe the current state of
your seeking after God, earnest and active, or drifting and passive, and what is one way you
sense Him calling you to seek Him more deliberately?

Read Zephaniah 2:1-15

Study Questions

1. Zephaniah urges, “Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth... seek righteousness, seek
meekness” (Zephaniah 2:3). Why does Scripture join the seeking of God to the seeking of
righteousness and humility, and what does this teach about what it truly means to pursue
God?

2. The prophet pleads with the nation to gather and seek God “before the decree bring forth,”
before the day of anger comes (Zephaniah 2:1-2). Where is God calling you to act now
rather than later in seeking Him, and what tends to keep you drifting instead of earnestly
pursuing Him?

3. Judgment falls on Philistia, Moab, Ammon, Cush, and Assyria, showing that God is sovereign
over every nation, not Judah only (Zephaniah 2:4-15). What does this teach about God'’s
universal rule and justice, and how does it correct any notion that some people or powers
are beyond His reach?

4. Moab and Ammon are judged for their pride and for taunting and reproaching God’s people
(Zephaniah 2:8-10). Where does pride show itself in the way you speak about or treat
others, and how is God calling you toward humility in your words and attitudes?



God promises that a humble remnant of His people will possess what the proud nations lose
(Zephaniah 2:7, 2:9). How does this reversal, the meek inheriting and the proud being
brought low, run through all of Scripture and find its fullest expression in the teaching of
Jesus (Matthew 5:5)?

Zephaniah warns against dwelling “carelessly,” secure and self-satisfied (Zephaniah 2:15).
Where has comfort made you spiritually careless, and what would it look like to live with
greater watchfulness and dependence on God?

Assyria’s Nineveh boasted, “I am, and there is none beside me” (Zephaniah 2:15), claiming
for itself a place that belongs to God alone. How does pride always tend toward this God-
replacing self-exaltation, and how does seeking humility guard the heart against it?

The proud city that “dwelt carelessly” becomes a desolation where wild animals nest in the
ruins (Zephaniah 2:14-15). What in your life are you building on pride or self-sufficiency that
cannot last, and what would it mean to rebuild it on humble dependence on God?

The promise that the meek “shall be hid in the day of the Lord’s anger” (Zephaniah 2:3)
points to the refuge God provides for the humble. How is this protection ultimately found in
Christ, who shelters all who humbly take refuge in Him, and what does it mean that our
security rests in Him rather than in our own strength or status?



10. Look back across this chapter’s call to seek the Lord and its warning against pride. Name one
specific way the Lord is calling you, through this passage, to seek Him, His righteousness,
and a humble heart more earnestly, becoming more like Christ, who was “meek and lowly in
heart.”

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: Matthew 5:3-10, the Beatitudes, where the poor in spirit and the

meek are blessed and inherit; Isaiah 55:6-7, seek the Lord while He may be found; James 4:6-
10, God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble; Matthew 11:28-30, Christ meek and
lowly, giving rest to those who come to Him; Proverbs 16:18-19, pride before destruction and
the blessing of a humble spirit.
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