The Books of Nahum, Habakkuk, and
Zephaniah

Lesson 3: How Long, O Lord? The Prophet’s Complaint -- Habakkuk 1:1-17

Have you ever prayed until you ran out of words, and heaven still seemed silent? Have you
looked at the wrong around you, the corruption that never gets prosecuted, the cruelty that
never gets answered, and wondered out loud whether God was even listening? If so, you have a
friend in the prophet Habakkuk. His little book does not begin with a sermon. It begins with a
complaint. ‘O Lord, how long shall | cry, and thou wilt not hear!” Habakkuk is not a skeptic
shaking his fist from outside the faith. He is a believer wrestling inside it, and God lets us listen
in.

Habakkuk looks at his own nation, Judah, and sees violence, injustice, and a law that has gone
slack. The wicked surround the righteous, and justice comes out twisted. So he does what
faithful people have always done: he takes it to God. And then God answers, but the answer is
more disturbing than the silence. God says He is raising up the Babylonians, that ‘bitter and
hasty nation,’ to discipline Judah. The cure seems worse than the disease. Habakkuk asked God
to deal with the wickedness in Judah, and God says He will deal with it by sending an even more
wicked nation to do the dealing.

Now the prophet is truly staggered. ‘Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil,’ he says, so how
can God use a people more wicked than the ones being punished? How can a holy God use
unholy instruments? Habakkuk does not pretend the problem away. He names it plainly and lays
it before the Lord. And here is the quiet wonder of this chapter: God is not angry that Habakkuk
asks. The book is in our Bibles. The honest question of a trusting heart is not rebellion; it is a
kind of worship.

This lesson is for everyone who has ever found God’s ways hard to understand. It gives us
permission to bring our real questions to God, and it shows us what to do with them once we
have asked. Habakkuk will not get a tidy answer that dissolves the mystery. He will get
something better: a God worth trusting in the dark, and the call to wait for Him. Before this little
book is over, the wrestling will turn into worship. But it starts here, with an honest ‘how long?’

Group Discussion: Read Habakkuk's opening complaint together. Many of us were taught that
questioning God is a lack of faith. How does this passage challenge that idea, and what is the
difference between faithful wrestling that stays with God and faithless complaining that walks
away from Him?

Personal Reflection: Is there a ‘how long, O Lord?’ in your own heart right now, a prayer that
feels unanswered, a wrong that has gone unaddressed? What would it look like to bring that



honestly to God this week instead of either pretending it away or letting it harden into

resentment?

Read Habakkuk 1:1-17

Study Questions

1.

Habakkuk begins not with praise but with a raw complaint: “O Lord, how long shall | cry, and
thou wilt not hear!” (Habakkuk 1:2). What does it tell us about God that He preserved this
honest cry in Scripture, and what does it teach us about the kind of relationship He invites
us into?

Habakkuk was deeply troubled by the injustice he saw around him and could not stay silent
about it. How spiritually sensitive are you to the wrong in the world and in yourself, and is
there a danger of growing numb to what should still grieve us?

God’s answer is startling: He is raising up the Chaldeans (Babylonians) to discipline Judah
(Habakkuk 1:5-6). What does it reveal about God’s sovereignty that He can use even a
pagan, violent nation to accomplish His purposes, and how does this stretch our
understanding of how God works in history?

Habakkuk brought his confusion directly to God rather than abandoning his faith or hiding
his doubt. When you do not understand what God is doing, what is your default response,
and how can you learn to take your questions to God rather than away from Him?

Habakkuk protests, “Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on
iniquity” (Habakkuk 1:13). How does the prophet hold onto the holiness of God even while



10.

he wrestles with God's ways, and why is keeping a firm grip on God’s character essential
when His actions confuse us?

The Babylonians are described as trusting in their own might, sacrificing to their net, treating
their own strength as their god (Habakkuk 1:11, 1:16). Where are you tempted to ‘sacrifice
to your own net,’ to credit your achievements to your own ability rather than to God, and
what would genuine humility look like?

Habakkuk’s questions assume that God is just and that His ways should make moral sense,
even when they do not yet. Why is it actually an act of faith, not unbelief, to expect that God
will ultimately do right (Genesis 18:25), and how does this anchor us when life seems unfair?

Habakkuk does not get an instant, comfortable answer; he is called to wait and to keep
trusting. Where in your life is God asking you to wait without full understanding, and what
helps you keep trusting Him in the waiting rather than demanding immediate answers?

Habakkuk wrestles with the problem of evil and the suffering of the relatively righteous at
the hands of the more wicked, a question the whole Bible takes seriously. How does the rest
of Scripture, and ultimately the cross of Christ, speak to the problem of a holy God
permitting evil for a time (Romans 8:18-28)?

Look back over Habakkuk’s honest wrestling with God. Name one specific way the Lord is
inviting you, through this passage, to bring your real questions and griefs to Him in trust,



and to become more like Christ, who in His own deepest anguish still prayed, ‘not my will,
but thine, be done.’

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: Psalm 13:1-6, a model lament that moves from ‘how long?’ to
renewed trust; Genesis 18:25, Abraham’s confidence that the Judge of all the earth will do right;
Job 38-42, God’s answer to honest questions that gives a Person rather than a tidy explanation;
Romans 8:18-28, present suffering and the certainty that God works all things together for
good; Luke 22:42, Christ’s honest anguish submitting to the Father’s will.
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