The Books of Nahum, Habakkuk, and
Zephaniah

Lesson 2: The Fall of Nineveh, the Bloody City -- Nahum 2:1-3:19

Some cities seem too big to fall. Nineveh was one of them. Its walls were said to be wide enough
to drive chariots along the top, ringed by a moat and guarded by towers, sheltering a population
the ancient world could barely imagine. For a century and a half it had been the beating heart of
an empire that swallowed nations whole. If you had stood in its streets and listened to Nahum
say it would be emptied and burned and forgotten, you would have laughed. And yet within a
few decades it lay in ruins so complete that later generations doubted it had ever existed.

Chapters 2 and 3 of Nahum read like a war correspondent embedded in the siege. You can hear
the crack of the whip and the rattle of the wheels, see the flashing swords and the chariots
raging in the streets, watch the river gates burst open and the palace dissolve. Nahum does not
flinch from the violence, because Nineveh did not flinch from inflicting it. God calls it ‘the bloody
city, full of lies and robbery’ (Nahum 3:1). What we are watching is not random destruction. It is
justice catching up with a city that built its glory on the suffering of others.

And here is the verse that explains everything: ‘Behold, | am against thee, saith the Lord of
hosts’ (Nahum 2:13; 3:5). The mightiest empire on earth could survive enemy armies, but it
could not survive God turning against it. All the walls and chariots and tribute in the world are
nothing when the Lord of hosts says, ‘| am against thee.’ The same phrase that spells doom for
Nineveh is a quiet comfort to everyone Nineveh ever crushed: God was not blind to the blood,
and He was not slow forever.

This is sober reading, and it is meant to be. But it is not only about an ancient city. It is a window
into the moral structure of the universe, where cruelty does not get the last word, where
empires built on lies eventually collapse under their own weight, and where God remembers the
victims the powerful forgot. As we walk through the fall of Nineveh, the question presses gently
on us: what are we building our lives on, and would it stand if the Lord of hosts examined it?

Group Discussion: As a group, read a few of the battle scenes in these chapters, where the
chariots rage and the bloody city falls. Why do you think God gave us such a vivid, unflinching
picture of Nineveh's downfall, and what does it teach us about how seriously He takes cruelty
and injustice?

Personal Reflection: Nahum exposes a city that looked strong on the outside but was rotten
with lies and violence within. Where in your own life is there a gap between the strong image
you project and the condition of your heart, and what would it mean to let God deal honestly
with what is underneath?



Read Nahum 2:1-3:19

Study Questions

1.

Twice God declares, “Behold, | am against thee, saith the Lord of hosts” (Nahum 2:13; 3:5).
What does it mean for God to be against a nation or a person, and why is this the most
terrifying reality the proud can face? What does it reveal about where true security is
found?

Nineveh appeared unshakable, with its walls, wealth, and armies. What are the ‘walls’ you
have quietly trusted to keep you safe, your job, your savings, your reputation, your health,
and what happens in your soul when one of them is shaken?

God names Nineveh “the bloody city! it is all full of lies and robbery” (Nahum 3:1). How does
this passage show that violence, deceit, and exploitation are not merely social problems but
offenses that God Himself confronts? What does this teach about His character?

Nineveh fell partly because it had treated others without mercy, and now no one mourned
its fall (Nahum 3:7, 3:19). Where have you been tempted to treat people as means to your
ends rather than as souls God loves, and how is God calling you to deal with others as you
would want to be dealt with?

The prophet compares Nineveh to No-amon (Thebes), a great city that also seemed secure
and yet was conquered and carried away (Nahum 3:8-10). Why does God point Nineveh to a
fallen city from history, and what does this teach us about learning from the downfall of
others rather than assuming we are the exception?



6.

10.

Nahum says Nineveh'’s merchants and leaders would scatter like locusts that fly away when
the sun rises (Nahum 3:16-17). What are you tempted to pour your life into that will
ultimately ‘fly away,’ and what does this passage stir in you about investing in what lasts?

Nineveh'’s sin is described with the language of seduction and sorcery, “the wellfavoured
harlot” who sold nations through her whoredoms (Nahum 3:4). How does sin operate by
seduction and deception rather than open force, and how does this passage warn us about
the alluring face that evil often wears?

At the news of Nineveh'’s fall, the nations she had wounded “clap the hands over thee”
(Nahum 3:19). When you imagine standing before God, would your relationships leave
behind gratitude or grievance? What in your treatment of others would you want to set
right now?

Nahum holds together two truths: God is a refuge to those who trust Him (Nahum 1:7) and
an implacable judge to the unrepentant who is “against” them (Nahum 3:5). How does the
fall of Nineveh display the justice of God, and how does the New Testament teach us that
this same justice was satisfied at the cross for all who will repent and believe (Romans 3:25-
26)?

Look back across the fall of this proud and bloody city. Name one specific way the Lord is
using this sobering passage to form you, whether by humbling your pride, softening you
toward those you have wronged, or driving you to build your life on Christ rather than on
things that can be shaken.



Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: Proverbs 16:18, pride going before destruction, the very pattern
Nineveh displays; Jonah 3:1-10, the mercy Nineveh once received and later spurned; Galatians
6:7-8, the principle that a person reaps what he sows; Psalm 9:7-10, the Lord judging the world
in righteousness and being a refuge for the oppressed; Romans 3:25-26, God just and the
justifier of those who trust in Jesus, where justice and mercy meet at the cross.
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