The Books of Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah, Teacher's Guide

Lesson 2: The Fall of Nineveh, the Bloody City
Nahum 2:1-3:19
Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

This lesson handles the lengthy and graphic account of Nineveh'’s destruction, and what is
doctrinally at stake is the justice of God worked out in history. Nahum gives us an unflinching
picture of a real empire that built its glory on cruelty, deceit, and exploitation, and shows it
collapsing under the hand of God. The key theological anchor is the repeated declaration, ‘Il am
against thee, saith the Lord of hosts.’ Help your students see that God’s justice is not
vindictiveness; it is the necessary response of a holy God to entrenched evil, and it is genuine
good news for everyone the powerful have trampled. Guard the lesson against two ditches:
turning it into mere bloodthirsty satisfaction at an enemy’s ruin, and softening it until God’s real
opposition to evil disappears.

The lesson is also aiming at the spiritual formation of your students through the doorway of self-
examination. Nineveh looked invincible on the outside and was rotten within, and that gap
between image and reality is a universal human temptation. The fall of a proud city is meant to
do honest work in proud hearts. Lead the class to ask where they have trusted in their own
walls, where they have treated others as means rather than souls, and where they are building
on what can be shaken. The aim is not to leave them gloating over an ancient enemy but
humbled, honest, and rebuilding their lives on Christ.

Throughout, keep pointing forward. The justice that fell on Nineveh is the same justice that fell
on Christ at the cross for all who repent. This keeps the lesson from becoming grim and roots it
in the gospel of grace.

Question 1
Student Question:

Twice God declares, “Behold, | am against thee, saith the Lord of hosts” (Nahum 2:13; 3:5). What
does it mean for God to be against a nation or a person, and why is this the most terrifying
reality the proud can face? What does it reveal about where true security is found?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The hinge of these two chapters is the divine sentence repeated in 2:13 and 3:5: ‘Behold, | am
against thee, saith the Lord of hosts.’ Everything else, the chariots, the flood, the fire, the
scattering, flows from this one reality. Nineveh could withstand armies; it could not withstand
God turning against it.



Help students grasp how total this is. To have God against you is to have removed from beneath
your feet the only foundation that ultimately holds. All other securities, military, financial,
reputational, are derivative. When the Source of all power and being is opposed to you, nothing
else can save. This is the most terrifying condition a creature can be in.

Then turn the truth around to show its comfort. The same God who is ‘against’ the bloody city is
‘good, a stronghold in the day of trouble’ to those who trust Him (1:7). The line between these
two is not arbitrary favoritism; it is the line of repentance and faith. The door that Nineveh
slammed shut is open to all who will turn.

Apply it to where security really lies. The proud build walls; the wise build on God. Ask your
students to consider honestly whether their fundamental confidence is in God or in their own
defenses, because only one of those can survive His scrutiny.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e God’s opposition as the ultimate insecurity; all other securities are derivative.

e The line between God being ‘for’ us and ‘against’ us is repentance and faith, not favoritism.
* True security found only in being right with God (Nahum 1:7 set against 2:13).

¢ The folly of trusting walls, wealth, or armies over the Lord of hosts.

e God's sovereignty over the rise and fall of nations.

Discussion Prompts

¢ What would change in your life if you truly believed God'’s favor is the only security that
lasts?

¢ Why can no amount of strength save a person or nation that God opposes?

* How does the same truth that terrifies Nineveh comfort the faithful?

Question 2
Student Question:

Nineveh appeared unshakable, with its walls, wealth, and armies. What are the ‘walls’ you have
quietly trusted to keep you safe, your job, your savings, your reputation, your health, and what
happens in your soul when one of them is shaken?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question takes Nineveh'’s walls and turns them toward the student’s heart.
Nineveh trusted its defenses, its waters, its wealth (2:8-9; 3:8). Every person builds some wall
they quietly believe will keep them safe.

Invite honesty about what those walls are: a career, a bank balance, a marriage, good health, a
carefully managed reputation. None of these is evil in itself, but each becomes a false refuge
when we trust it as our security instead of God.



Help students notice what happens in the soul when a wall is shaken. A job loss, a diagnosis, a
betrayal, a public embarrassment, these expose where our confidence actually rested. The
shaking is painful but clarifying; it shows us the difference between gifts and God.

Move toward a healthy reordering. The goal is not to despise good things but to hold them with
open hands and to put our trust where it belongs. Ask each person to name one ‘wall’ they have
been over-trusting and one way to re-anchor their security in the Lord.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ The difference between enjoying God'’s gifts and trusting them as our security.
*  How crisis exposes the true location of our confidence.

¢ |dolatry of safety: making good things into ultimate things.

e Re-anchoring trust in God rather than in shakable walls.

Discussion Prompts

e Which ‘wall’ in your life would shake you most if it fell, and what does that reveal?
e How can you enjoy a good gift without making it your security?
¢ What is one way to re-anchor your trust in God this week?

Question 3
Student Question:

God names Nineveh “the bloody city! it is all full of lies and robbery” (Nahum 3:1). How does this
passage show that violence, deceit, and exploitation are not merely social problems but offenses
that God Himself confronts? What does this teach about His character?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

God’s indictment in 3:1 is blunt: ‘Woe to the bloody city! it is all full of lies and robbery.’ Three
sins are named, violence, deceit, and exploitation, and all three are things our culture tends to
treat as merely social or political problems. Nahum treats them as offenses against God Himself.

Help students see that ethics is rooted in theology. The reason cruelty is wrong is not merely
that it harms society; it is that it violates the character and will of the holy God who made every
victim in His image. When we lose God, we lose the deepest ground for calling evil evil.

Notice that God is not neutral about the abuse of the weak. The whole book is His response to a
century of Assyrian atrocity. The God of the Bible is not above the fray; He takes the side of
justice and confronts the violent and deceitful directly.

Bring it close to home. We are tempted to grade these sins on a curve, treating ‘small’ lies and
‘minor’ exploitations as harmless. Nahum reminds us that lies and robbery, even in their



everyday forms, are offenses God sees. Let the class examine where deceit or the using of
others has crept into their own lives.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Sin against people as sin against God, who made them in His image.

* Theology as the ground of ethics; without God we lose the basis for calling evil evil.
e God'’s active opposition to violence, deceit, and exploitation.

e The danger of grading our own ‘smaller’ sins of dishonesty or using others.

® God’s concern for the weak and the victimized.

Discussion Prompts

e Why is it not enough to call cruelty merely a ‘social problem’?
*  Where have you been tempted to excuse ‘small’ lies or the using of others?
¢ How does knowing God sees the victim change the way you treat people?

Question 4
Student Question:

Nineveh fell partly because it had treated others without mercy, and now no one mourned its fall
(Nahum 3:7, 3:19). Where have you been tempted to treat people as means to your ends rather
than as souls God loves, and how is God calling you to deal with others as you would want to be
dealt with?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question draws on the grim note in 3:7 and 3:19: when Nineveh fell, no one
grieved; instead, ‘all that hear the bruit of thee shall clap the hands over thee.” A city that had
shown no mercy received no mourners. We reap the relational harvest we sow.

Lead students to examine how they treat people. The Assyrian pattern was to use human beings
as instruments of conquest and profit. In subtler forms, we too can treat coworkers, family, even
fellow Christians as means to our ends rather than as souls God loves.

Connect this to the teaching of Jesus, who summed up the law and prophets in doing to others
as we would have them do to us (Matthew 7:12). The way we treat people is not a side issue; it
is near the center of a Christlike life.

Press toward repair. Ask each person to identify one relationship where they have been using
rather than loving, and one concrete step toward treating that person as God's image-bearer
this week.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues



* Reaping what we sow in relationships (Galatians 6:7).

e Treating people as souls God loves rather than as means to our ends.
e The golden rule as the shape of a Christlike life (Matthew 7:12).

e Mercy shown and mercy received.

Discussion Prompts

e Whom have you been tempted to ‘use’ rather than love?
¢ |[f others treated you the way you treat them, would you be content?
e What is one concrete way to honor someone as God’s image-bearer this week?

Question 5
Student Question:

The prophet compares Nineveh to No-amon (Thebes), a great city that also seemed secure and
yet was conquered and carried away (Nahum 3:8-10). Why does God point Nineveh to a fallen
city from history, and what does this teach us about learning from the downfall of others rather
than assuming we are the exception?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

In 3:8-10 God points Nineveh to No-amon, the Egyptian city of Thebes, which had also seemed
impregnable, situated among the waters with Ethiopia and Egypt for strength, and yet ‘she also
was carried away, she went into captivity.’ The lesson is pointed: if mighty Thebes fell, so can
mighty Nineveh.

Help students see God's appeal to history. The downfall of others is meant to instruct the proud.
‘Art thou better than No?’ God asks. The assumption that we are the exception, that the
patterns of judgment apply to others but not to us, is itself a form of the pride that precedes a
fall.

Draw out the spiritual discipline of learning from others. Scripture repeatedly holds up
examples, both good and bad, for our instruction (1 Corinthians 10:11). The wise person learns
from the ruin of others; the fool insists on learning only from his own.

Apply it gently and personally. We watch marriages collapse, careers implode, believers fall
away, and we quietly assume it could never be us. Nahum'’s ‘Art thou better than No?’
punctures that assumption. Encourage humility and watchfulness rather than smug security (1
Corinthians 10:12).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e God’s appeal to history: the downfall of others as instruction for the proud.
¢ The pride of assuming we are the exception to patterns of judgment.
e Learning from biblical and historical examples (1 Corinthians 10:11-12).



e Watchfulness over presumption: ‘let him that thinketh he standeth take heed.’
Discussion Prompts

¢ Whose downfall have you watched while assuming ‘that could never be me’?
e What can you learn from the failures of others without becoming smug?
¢ Where do you most need to ‘take heed lest you fall'?

Question 6
Student Question:

Nahum says Nineveh’s merchants and leaders would scatter like locusts that fly away when the
sun rises (Nahum 3:16-17). What are you tempted to pour your life into that will ultimately ‘fly
away,’ and what does this passage stir in you about investing in what lasts?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Nahum compares Nineveh'’s officials and merchants to locusts that settle on a wall in the cold
but ‘when the sun ariseth they flee away’ (3:16-17). The wealth and personnel that made
Nineveh great would vanish when the day of reckoning dawned.

Use this vivid image to raise the question of where we invest our lives. So much of what people
pour themselves into, status, accumulation, applause, is locust-wealth: present and impressive
for a season, gone at sunrise. Jesus made the same point about treasures on earth that moth
and rust destroy (Matthew 6:19-20).

This is a self-examining question, so keep it personal and practical. Ask students to look honestly
at where their time, energy, and money actually go, since that is the truest map of what we
treasure (Matthew 6:21).

Then turn toward what lasts: the kingdom of God, the souls of people, the character being
formed in us for eternity. Invite each person to name one ‘locust’ pursuit they want to loosen
their grip on and one lasting investment they want to make instead.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ The transience of earthly wealth and status (‘they flee away’).

e Treasures on earth versus treasures in heaven (Matthew 6:19-21).

e Where our time and money go reveals what we truly treasure.

¢ |nvesting in what lasts: the kingdom, people, and Christlike character.

Discussion Prompts

e What are you pouring your life into that will ‘fly away’ at sunrise?
¢ |If someone mapped your calendar and bank account, what would they say you treasure?



¢  What is one lasting investment you want to begin making?
Question 7
Student Question:

Nineveh'’s sin is described with the language of seduction and sorcery, “the wellfavoured harlot”
who sold nations through her whoredoms (Nahum 3:4). How does sin operate by seduction and
deception rather than open force, and how does this passage warn us about the alluring face
that evil often wears?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

In 3:4 God exposes the inner mechanism of Nineveh's evil: she is ‘the wellfavoured harlot, the
mistress of witchcrafts, that selleth nations through her whoredoms.’ Assyria conquered not
only by brute force but by seduction, alliances, deceit, and the intoxicating allure of her power
and culture.

Help students see how sin typically operates. It rarely announces itself as destruction; it
presents itself as attractive, reasonable, even desirable. The serpent did not threaten Eve; he
charmed her. Sin is a seducer before it is a tyrant.

Draw the practical warning. Because evil wears an alluring face, discernment matters. What
looks glamorous, sophisticated, or freeing may be a snare. The believer needs eyes trained by
Scripture to see past the surface to the substance.

Make it personal. Ask where your students have been charmed by something that promised life
and delivered bondage. Encourage the habit of asking not only ‘Is this attractive?’ but ‘Where
does this lead?’ (James 1:14-15).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Sin as seduction and deception, not merely open force.

¢ The alluring face evil often wears (Genesis 3; James 1:14-15).

¢ The need for discernment trained by Scripture.

e Asking ‘where does this lead?’ rather than only ‘is this attractive?’

Discussion Prompts

¢ Where has something attractive promised you life and delivered bondage?
¢ How can you tell the difference between true good and a seductive counterfeit?
¢ What helps you see past the surface appeal of a temptation to its end?

Question 8

Student Question:



At the news of Nineveh's fall, the nations she had wounded “clap the hands over thee” (Nahum
3:19). When you imagine standing before God, would your relationships leave behind gratitude
or grievance? What in your treatment of others would you want to set right now?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question draws on the closing image of the book: ‘all that hear the bruit of
thee shall clap the hands over thee: for upon whom hath not thy wickedness passed
continually?’ (3:19). Nineveh left behind a trail of grievance, and no one mourned her.

Invite students to imagine the legacy of their relationships. Will the people whose lives
intersected ours remember gratitude or grievance? This is not morbid; it is clarifying. We are
writing that record now.

Keep the tone hopeful, not condemning. The point is not despair over past failures but the
opportunity to set things right while there is time. Reconciliation, apology, restitution, and
changed behavior are still possible.

Move to action. Ask each person to name one relationship that needs repair and one concrete
step, an apology, a conversation, a making of amends, they will take this week. Connect it to the
teaching of Jesus about being reconciled to a brother (Matthew 5:23-24).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

® The legacy our treatment of others leaves behind.

e Reconciliation and restitution while there is still time (Matthew 5:23-24).

e Repentance as more than feeling sorry; it changes behavior and repairs harm.
e Hope: arecord still being written, not yet sealed.

Discussion Prompts

¢ Would the people in your life remember gratitude or grievance?
¢ What relationship most needs repair right now?
¢ What concrete step toward reconciliation can you take this week?

Question 9

Student Question:

Nahum holds together two truths: God is a refuge to those who trust Him (Nahum 1:7) and an
implacable judge to the unrepentant who is “against” them (Nahum 3:5). How does the fall of
Nineveh display the justice of God, and how does the New Testament teach us that this same
justice was satisfied at the cross for all who will repent and believe (Romans 3:25-26)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



This is the heaviest doctrinal question of the lesson, gathering the whole book into the doctrine
of God'’s justice and its resolution in the gospel. Nahum holds two things together that we must
never separate: God is a refuge to those who trust Him (1:7), and He is genuinely ‘against’ the
unrepentant wicked (3:5). The fall of Nineveh is the public display of His justice in history.

Help students feel why God's justice is good news, not an embarrassment. A God who could
look at a century of Assyrian atrocity and do nothing would not be loving. Justice is the form
love takes toward the oppressed. The victims of Nineveh needed a God who would act, and He
did.

Now bring the gospel into focus. The same justice that fell on Nineveh fell on Christ at the cross.
God did not set His justice aside in order to forgive; He satisfied it. Romans 3:25-26 says God set
forth Christ as a propitiation, so that He might be ‘just, and the justifier of him which believeth
in Jesus.’ At Calvary, the wrath that sin deserves and the mercy that sinners need meet
perfectly.

Be careful here to teach the church of Christ understanding of how we lay hold of that mercy.
We are not saved by faith only or by a sinner’s prayer, but by a living faith that hears the gospel,
believes in Jesus as Lord and Christ, repents, confesses Him, and is baptized into Christ for the
remission of sins (Acts 2:38; Romans 6:3-4; Galatians 3:27). Nineveh's door of mercy, once open
in Jonah'’s day, was shut by impenitence. The door stands open to all who will truly turn to
Christ.

Close by holding justice and mercy together. The believer does not need to fear the day of
judgment, not because God'’s justice has been relaxed, but because in Christ it has been satisfied
on our behalf.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e God’s justice as good news for the oppressed, not an embarrassment to explain away.

e Justice as the form love takes toward victims of cruelty.

* The cross as the satisfaction, not the suspension, of God'’s justice (Romans 3:25-26).

¢ God just and the justifier of those who trust in Jesus.

e lLaying hold of mercy through a living, obedient faith: hearing, believing, repenting,
confessing, being baptized into Christ (Acts 2:38; Galatians 3:27), not faith only or a sinner’s
prayer.

¢ The open door of repentance, shut only by impenitence as in Nineveh.

Discussion Prompts

e Why would a God who ignored cruelty not be a loving God?
e How does the cross satisfy God'’s justice rather than set it aside?
* How does a person actually lay hold of the mercy God offers in Christ?

Question 10



Student Question:

Look back across the fall of this proud and bloody city. Name one specific way the Lord is using
this sobering passage to form you, whether by humbling your pride, softening you toward those
you have wronged, or driving you to build your life on Christ rather than on things that can be
shaken.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This capstone question asks students to look back across the fall of Nineveh and respond
personally. The chapter’s sober power is meant to do formative work, not merely supply
historical information.

Help students translate the lesson into self-knowledge. The most Christlike response to Nahum
is not gloating over a fallen enemy but humility about our own pride, honesty about the gap
between our image and our hearts, and tenderness toward those we have wronged.

Connect it explicitly to becoming like Christ. Jesus was the opposite of Nineveh: not a bloody city
building glory on others’ suffering, but the Savior who laid down His life for His enemies. To be
formed by this passage is to move away from the Nineveh pattern of pride, deceit, and using
others, and toward the cross-shaped life of humility and love.

Invite a concrete commitment: a pride to confess, a relationship to repair, a false security to
abandon, a lasting investment to make. Encourage each person to name one thing and write it
down.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

*  Humility rather than gloating as the Christlike response to judgment.

¢ Closing the gap between our outward image and our inward condition.

e  Christ as the opposite of Nineveh: laying down His life for enemies.

e Becoming like Christ: humility, honesty, and love in place of pride and exploitation.

Discussion Prompts

e What did the fall of Nineveh expose in your own heart?
e What is one specific way you want to be different because of this passage?
e How is Jesus, who died for His enemies, reshaping the way you treat others?



