The Gospel of Matthew

Lesson 2: The Magi and the Flight to Egypt -- Matthew 2:1-23

Picture the scene. A caravan of foreigners, dusty from a long journey across the desert, rides
into Jerusalem and begins asking an astonishing question: “Where is he who has been born king
of the Jews?” (2:2). They are not Jews. They are Gentiles from the East, students of the stars,
men who worshiped gods Israel had never heard of. And yet they have traveled hundreds of
miles, at great cost, because they have seen something in the heavens and refuse to rest until
they have knelt before a King they have never met.

Now look at the man on the throne. Herod the Great, builder of temples and palaces, a king
propped up by Rome, hears the question and the text says he was “troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him” (2:3). The very people who should have rejoiced at the news of their Messiah are
frightened by it. Herod gathers the chief priests and scribes, and they can quote the exact verse,
Micah 5:2, that tells where the Christ would be born. They know the address of the King. They
simply will not go to Him.

What unfolds next is a tale of two responses to Jesus that has echoed in every generation since.
The outsiders fall on their faces and worship, opening treasures of gold and frankincense and
myrrh. The insider, terrified for his power, plots murder and slaughters the children of
Bethlehem rather than bend his knee. Between these two reactions there is no neutral ground.
Jesus is either the King you travel any distance to worship, or the threat you will do anything to
remove.

Underneath all the drama, Matthew wants you to see a quiet, steady hand at work. A star
guides. A dream warns. A family flees to Egypt by night and returns when the danger has
passed. Again and again Matthew says, “this was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken” (2:15).
Tyrants rage and rage, but they cannot touch the purpose of God. The same God who protected
His Son in a hostile world is the God who holds your life, and ours, when the world feels just as
dangerous.

Group Discussion: The magi were outsiders who traveled far to worship Jesus, while Herod and
the religious leaders of Jerusalem, who had the Scriptures, would not. Why do you think the
people who seem furthest from God are sometimes the quickest to seek Him, while those
closest to the things of God can grow cold?

Personal Reflection: The magi gave up time, comfort, and treasure to come and worship Christ.
When you look honestly at your own life, what has seeking Jesus actually cost you lately, and
where have you been settling for a faith that costs you nothing?

Read Matthew 2:1-23



Study Questions

1.

The magi arrive asking for “he who has been born king of the Jews” and then “fell down and
worshiped him” (2:2, 11), while Herod is “troubled” and the city with him (2:3). What is
Matthew teaching us about who Jesus is by setting these two responses side by side at the
very start of his Gospel?

The magi were Gentile outsiders who traveled a great distance and gave costly gifts to seek
Christ. Where in your own walk have you let convenience replace true seeking, and what
would it look like to pursue Jesus with that kind of determination this week?

When Herod asks where the Christ is to be born, the chief priests and scribes can
immediately quote Micah 5:2 (2:5-6). What does it tell us about the difference between
knowing Scripture and actually obeying it, and why is that distinction so dangerous?

Herod pretended to want to worship Jesus while secretly plotting to destroy Him (2:8, 16).
Where are you tempted to put on the appearance of devotion to Christ while protecting
some throne in your own heart that you will not surrender to Him?

Three times in this chapter Matthew says events happened “to fulfill” what God had spoken
through the prophets (2:15, 17, 23; see also 2:5-6). What is Matthew teaching about the
reliability of God's word and the way prophecy points to Jesus?

God repeatedly guided and protected this family through dreams and warnings (2:12, 13,
19, 22), often in the middle of the night and in frightening circumstances. Where do you
most need to trust God'’s protection and guidance right now, even when you cannot see the
whole road ahead?



7.

10.

The slaughter of the children in Bethlehem (2:16-18) is one of the darkest moments in the
Gospels. How do we hold together the reality of such evil with the truth that God was
sovereignly working out His saving purpose, and what does this teach us about suffering in a
fallen world?

Joseph again obeys God immediately and at great cost, uprooting his family for Egypt and
later for Nazareth (2:14, 21-23). When God’s leading would disrupt your comfort or your
plans, how quick are you to obey, and where is He asking you to move now?

Herod represents every earthly power that feels threatened by the reign of Christ, raging

against a King who simply will not be removed (2:3, 16; compare Psalm 2). What does this
passage teach us about the kingship of Jesus, the futility of opposing Him, and the kind of
King He actually came to be?

Look back across the whole chapter: the seeking magi, the raging king, the protecting hand
of God. Name one specific way Jesus, the King worth worshiping, is calling you to seek Him
more truly, surrender a throne, or trust His care this week.

Now or Later

Reflect on these passages: Micah 5:2, the prophecy that the ruler of Israel would be born in
Bethlehem; Hosea 11:1, “out of Egypt | called my son,” which Matthew applies to Jesus;
Jeremiah 31:15, the weeping of Rachel fulfilled in the grief of Bethlehem; Isaiah 60:1-3, the
nations coming to the light of God'’s glory; Psalm 2:1-6, the rulers of the earth raging in vain
against the Lord and His Anointed.



