
The Gospel of Luke, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 24: Zacchaeus, the Ten Minas, and the Triumphal Entry

Luke 19:1–48

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

This chapter carries enormous doctrinal weight, and the teacher should feel its range. It opens 
with the heart of the gospel in a single sentence, “The Son of Man came to seek and to save the 
lost” (v. 10), and it shows that genuine salvation produces a transformed life. Zacchaeus does 
not merely add Jesus to his portfolio; he becomes a different man, giving half his goods away 
and restoring fourfold what he had taken. The lesson must teach that repentance is not a feeling 
but a turning that bears visible fruit, while being clear that the change does not earn the 
salvation but flows from a heart that has truly received the Lord. Guard against any notion of a 
salvation that leaves the life untouched.

The center of gravity is the parable of the ten minas (vv. 11–27), and here precision matters 
most. Luke tells us plainly that Jesus spoke it because the crowd “supposed that the kingdom of 
God was to appear immediately” (v. 11), expecting an earthly political triumph the moment He 
reached Jerusalem. The parable corrects that error directly. The nobleman goes away to receive 
a kingdom and then return. Christ has gone to the Father, has received the kingdom, and reigns 
now at God’s right hand; He has not postponed His reign to some future earthly thousand years. 
During His absence His servants are entrusted with stewardship and are expected to be at work. 
He will return to reckon, rewarding the faithful, condemning the fruitless, and judging those 
who refuse His rule. Teach present reign, faithful stewardship, and coming accountability 
together, with no hint of premillennialism, no rapture, and no date-setting.

At the same time, this passage was never meant only to settle doctrine. It aims to form humble, 
faithful, worshiping hearts. Set the seeking love of Jesus, the tears He sheds over a lost city, and 
His zeal for pure worship before the students, and let those realities search them. Help them 
welcome Him as Zacchaeus did, trade faithfully with what He has entrusted to them, and never 
grow so familiar with Him that they miss the time of His visitation. Send them home surer that 
Christ reigns now and softer toward the King who weeps over the lost.

Question 1

Student Question:

When Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus, he stood and declared, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I 
give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold,” and Jesus 
answered, “Today salvation has come to this house” (vv. 8–9). What does this account teach 
about the nature of true repentance and the salvation that “the Son of Man came to seek and to 
save the lost” (v. 10), and how is this different from a salvation that leaves a life unchanged?



Commentary and Teaching Notes

Begin in the dust of Jericho with a man everyone hated. Zacchaeus was a “chief tax collector” 
and “rich” (v. 2), which in that world meant he had grown wealthy by collaborating with Rome 
and overcharging his own neighbors. He was the kind of man synagogues prayed to be rid of. 
And yet he risks public ridicule, running ahead and climbing a tree, because he had to see Jesus. 
Help students feel that hunger; it is the first stirring of grace in a heart.

The turning point is that Jesus calls him by name and invites Himself in (v. 5). Salvation begins 
with the seeking love of Christ, not with the worthiness of the sinner. The crowd grumbles, but 
Zacchaeus receives Him joyfully, and the joy immediately reorders his life. Notice the order in 
the text: he welcomes the Lord, and then he stands and pledges to give and to restore. The 
transformed life is the fruit of having truly received Christ, not a fee paid to earn His favor.

Teach repentance carefully here, because this is the doctrinal opener. Zacchaeus does not 
merely apologize. He gives half his goods to the poor and restores fourfold anything taken by 
fraud, going beyond what the law required. This is what biblical repentance looks like when it is 
real: a turning that shows up in money, relationships, and restitution. A repentance that costs 
nothing and changes nothing is not the repentance the Bible describes. Salvation that has truly 
come to a house will be visible in how that house lives.

Then let Jesus’ own summary ring out: “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost” 
(v. 10). This is the mission statement of the whole Gospel. Jesus calls Zacchaeus a “son of 
Abraham” (v. 9), restored to the family of faith not by his bloodline but by his believing, 
repentant response. Land the point pastorally: no one is too far gone to be sought, and no 
salvation is genuine that leaves the life unchanged.

Be careful, in a church of Christ setting, to let the whole New Testament fill out what salvation 
entails. Zacchaeus stands on the near side of the cross, responding to the bodily presence of 
Jesus. We respond to the same Lord by hearing the gospel, believing, repenting as Zacchaeus 
did, confessing Christ, and being baptized into Him for the forgiveness of sins, then walking 
faithfully. The transformed life of Zacchaeus is a vivid picture of the change that genuine faith 
and repentance always produce.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The seeking, initiating love of Christ, who came to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10; 
Luke 15:1–7)

 Repentance as a real turning that bears visible fruit in restitution and changed living, not 
mere remorse (Acts 26:20; Matthew 3:8)

 Salvation that transforms the whole life, never leaving a person unchanged (2 Corinthians 
5:17)

 The fruit of conversion as evidence of, not payment for, a heart that has received the Lord



 The full New Testament response to the gospel, hearing, believing, repenting, confessing, 
and being baptized into Christ, followed by faithfulness (Acts 2:38; Romans 6:3–4)

Discussion Prompts

 What does Zacchaeus’ response show us about the difference between feeling sorry and 
truly repenting?

 Why did salvation come to his house, and what was the evidence that it had?
 How does the truth that Jesus came to seek the lost shape the way we view people others 

have written off?

Question 2

Student Question:

The crowd despised Zacchaeus and grumbled when Jesus chose to be his guest (v. 7), yet Jesus 
saw a son of Abraham worth seeking. Is there someone in your life you have quietly decided is 
beyond reach or not worth your effort, and what would it mean for you to see that person the 
way Jesus saw Zacchaeus this week?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the first self-examining question, and the aim is honesty about whom we have given up 
on. The crowd had a settled verdict on Zacchaeus: he was “a man who is a sinner” (v. 7), and 
that was the end of the conversation. Jesus looked at the same man and saw a son of Abraham 
worth seeking and saving. The contrast exposes how quickly our hearts write people off.

Help students see that the grumbling crowd is a mirror. We all keep a quiet list of people we 
consider lost causes: the relative whose lifestyle offends us, the coworker who mocks our faith, 
the neighbor with the hard reputation, the family member who has burned every bridge. We 
may not say it aloud, but we have decided they will not change, and so we stop praying and stop 
reaching out.

Press toward the seeking love of Jesus as the corrective. He did not wait in the synagogue for 
Zacchaeus to clean himself up; He went to where Zacchaeus was and called him by name. The 
gospel call is real and goes out to everyone, even the most compromised. No one in your group 
should believe that any person is beyond the reach of grace.

Move toward concrete action. Ask each student to name one specific person they have inwardly 
given up on, and one specific step toward that person this week: a prayer offered, a meal 
shared, a conversation begun. Seeking the lost is rarely abstract. It usually has a name and a 
phone number.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues



 The universal reach of the gospel call to even the most despised and compromised (1 
Timothy 2:3–4; 2 Peter 3:9)

 The sin of writing people off as beyond grace, against the seeking heart of Christ
 Our calling to actively seek the lost rather than wait for them (Luke 19:10; Matthew 28:19–

20)
 Seeing people as God sees them, with the worth and possibility He sees

Discussion Prompts

 Who have you quietly decided is beyond reach, and why?
 How is the grumbling crowd a mirror for our own hearts?
 What is one concrete step toward that person you could take this week?

Question 3

Student Question:

Jesus told the parable of the ten minas “because he was near to Jerusalem, and because they 
supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear immediately” (v. 11), picturing a nobleman 
who “went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and then return” (v. 12). What 
does this parable correct about the people’s expectations of the kingdom, and what does it teach 
about where Christ’s kingdom and reign are right now?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question introduces the parable of the ten minas, and Luke hands us the interpretive key in 
advance. Jesus spoke it “because he was near to Jerusalem, and because they supposed that the 
kingdom of God was to appear immediately” (v. 11). The crowd expected that the moment Jesus 
reached the city, the kingdom would erupt in earthly, political glory, with Rome thrown off and a 
throne established in Jerusalem. The parable is told precisely to correct that misunderstanding.

Walk through the opening images carefully. A nobleman “went into a far country to receive for 
himself a kingdom and then return” (v. 12). First-century hearers knew this picture: a claimant 
would travel to Rome to be granted royal authority and then come back to rule. The point for 
the disciples is that the King would go away to be crowned before He would return in glory. The 
kingdom would not appear immediately in the way they imagined.

Now teach the present reality with precision, for this is where premillennial error commonly 
intrudes. Christ went to the Father, and there He received the kingdom. He reigns now from the 
right hand of God. Peter declares exactly this in Acts 2, that the risen Jesus has been exalted and 
made both Lord and Christ, seated on David’s throne. Paul says God has already transferred us 
into the kingdom of His beloved Son (Colossians 1:13). The kingdom is not a future earthly 
empire still being awaited; it is the present, spiritual reign of the enthroned Christ over His 
church.



Hold both truths together so students are not confused. The parable does teach a future return 
and reckoning, which we will explore later. But it does not teach a delayed or earthly reign in the 
meantime. Right now the King is on His throne, His servants are at work, and we live as citizens 
under His present rule. We are not waiting for the reign to begin; we are living in it and 
answering to a King who already reigns.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The kingdom of God as the present reign of the enthroned Christ, not a future earthly 
political kingdom (Mark 1:14–15; Mark 9:1; Acts 2:29–36)

 Christ’s ascension to receive the kingdom and reign now at God’s right hand (Daniel 7:13–
14; Acts 2:33)

 The correction of the disciples’ expectation of an immediate, earthly kingdom (Luke 19:11; 
John 18:36)

 Christians already transferred into Christ’s kingdom (Colossians 1:13)
 A clear guard against premillennialism, date-setting, and a future thousand-year earthly 

reign

Discussion Prompts

 What did the crowd wrongly expect, and how does the parable correct it?
 What does it mean that Christ went away “to receive a kingdom” and is reigning now?
 How does living under a King who already reigns differ from waiting for His reign to begin?

Question 4

Student Question:

The nobleman gave each servant a mina and said, “Engage in business until I come” (v. 13), 
expecting them to put what they had been given to work. As you look at the gifts, opportunities, 
time, and resources Christ has entrusted to you during His absence, where are you trading 
faithfully, and where are you tempted to bury the mina in a cloth and play it safe?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Having seen what the parable corrects, turn now to what it requires. The nobleman gives each 
servant a mina and says, “Engage in business until I come” (v. 13). This is a self-examining 
question, so the aim is to help students locate themselves honestly inside the story. The King 
has gone away to be crowned, and He has left His servants with something to put to work in the 
meantime.

Help students name what their mina actually is. The Lord has entrusted to each of us a particular 
bundle of time, abilities, relationships, opportunities, influence, and resources. None of us has 
nothing. The expectation is not that we sit and guard it but that we trade with it, putting it to 



work for the King who entrusted it. Stewardship is the shape of the Christian life during the 
King’s absence.

Press the temptation gently. The fearful servant did not squander his mina in wild living; he 
simply hid it in a cloth and did nothing (v. 20). That is the more common danger among 
believers. We are not so much rebels as we are players-it-safe, sitting on our gifts, leaving our 
opportunities unused, telling ourselves we will serve later when life settles down. The buried 
mina is a picture of a believer who is not actively investing what God has given.

Drive toward specifics. Ask each student to name one area where they are trading faithfully and 
one area where the mina is wrapped in a cloth. The point is not guilt but invitation. The King has 
work for every servant, and the time to be about it is now, before He returns.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Stewardship of all that God entrusts to us during Christ’s reign (1 Corinthians 4:1–2; 1 Peter 
4:10)

 The Christian life as active investment for the King, not passive self-protection
 The danger of spiritual passivity, the buried mina of unused gifts and opportunities
 Every servant given something to put to work, none exempt from the call to serve

Discussion Prompts

 What specifically has the Lord entrusted to you as your mina?
 Where are you trading faithfully, and where are you playing it safe?
 What keeps us from putting our gifts and opportunities to work now?

Question 5

Student Question:

The servant who hid his mina excused himself by saying, “I was afraid of you, because you are a 
severe man” (v. 21), and the master condemned him for doing nothing with what he had been 
given (vv. 22–24). What does this teach about how a distorted view of the master leads to 
fruitless fear, and about what God actually expects from His servants?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Return to the servant who did nothing and listen to his excuse. He says, “I was afraid of you, 
because you are a severe man. You take what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not 
sow” (v. 21). His inaction grew directly out of his distorted picture of his master. He imagined a 
harsh, grasping tyrant, and that false image paralyzed him.

Teach the connection between how we see God and how we serve Him. A servant who believes 
his master is cruel and impossible to please will either despair or do nothing, hiding to avoid 



blame. The fearful servant’s problem was not that he respected his master too much but that he 
knew him too little and falsely. A wrong view of God produces a withered, fruitless life.

Notice the master’s response. He does not accept the excuse; he answers the servant on his 
own terms (vv. 22–23). If the servant truly believed the master expected a return, the least he 
could have done was put the money in the bank to earn interest. Doing nothing was 
inexcusable. The mina is taken away and given to the faithful (v. 24). This warns us that 
fruitlessness, dressed up as fearful caution, is still unfaithfulness.

Correct the distortion with the truth. The God we serve is not the severe taskmaster the servant 
imagined. He is the Father who seeks the lost, the King who rewards the faithful with abundance 
far beyond their labor. He does expect us to work, and we will give account, but His character is 
generous, not grasping. When we see Him rightly, fear gives way to glad, confident service. Be 
careful here not to swing to the opposite error; God’s grace does not erase accountability. He 
genuinely expects fruit from His servants, and the call to faithfulness is real.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 How a distorted view of God produces fearful, fruitless service (Romans 8:15)
 God’s genuine expectation that His servants bear fruit, with real accountability (John 15:1–

8)
 The true character of the Master, generous and just rather than harsh and grasping 

(Matthew 11:28–30)
 Fruitlessness disguised as caution still counted as unfaithfulness
 Confident service flowing from a right knowledge of God

Discussion Prompts

 How did the servant’s view of his master shape his behavior?
 Where might a wrong picture of God be holding you back from serving?
 How does seeing God rightly free us to serve Him boldly?

Question 6

Student Question:

When the faithful servant returned the master’s increase, he was given authority over ten cities 
(v. 17), a reward far greater than the small sum he had managed. How does knowing that Christ 
notices and rewards faithfulness in small things change the way you approach the ordinary, 
unseen responsibilities of your daily life?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question rests on the lavish reward given to the faithful servant. He had 
been given one mina and made ten more, and the master says, “Well done, good servant! 



Because you have been faithful in a very little, you shall have authority over ten cities” (v. 17). 
The reward is wildly out of proportion to the task. Faithfulness in a little is met with authority 
over much.

Help students see that the kingdom runs on faithfulness in small things. We tend to despise the 
ordinary and the unseen, longing instead for some large, visible service. But the King notices the 
small, hidden faithfulness: the quiet act of kindness, the prayer no one hears, the integrity in a 
task no one is watching, the steady raising of children, the daily showing up. Nothing done for 
the King is too small for Him to see.

Connect this to the way it reshapes ordinary life. If we believe Christ notices and rewards 
faithfulness in little things, then the dishes, the commute, the difficult coworker, the routine 
duties of home and work all become arenas of kingdom service. The mundane is no longer 
wasted time; it is the very ground on which faithfulness is proven.

Encourage them with the proportion of the reward. The faithful servant did not earn ten cities 
by his own merit; the master gave far more than the work deserved. So it is with us. Our small 
faithfulness is met with a generosity that dwarfs it. This is not a transaction we win but a 
kindness we receive, and it should make us glad to be faithful in the little things no one else 
sees.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Christ’s notice and reward of faithfulness in small and hidden things (Luke 16:10; Matthew 
25:21)

 The dignity of ordinary, unseen service as genuine kingdom work (Colossians 3:23–24)
 Reward as the generous gift of a gracious King, far beyond what the work deserves
 Faithfulness in little as the proving ground for greater responsibility

Discussion Prompts

 What small, unseen responsibilities make up most of your week?
 How does it change those tasks to know the King sees and rewards faithfulness in them?
 Why is faithfulness in little things so often where real character is formed?

Question 7

Student Question:

As Jesus approached Jerusalem the whole multitude began praising God, crying, “Blessed is the 
King who comes in the name of the Lord!” (v. 38), and when the Pharisees objected, Jesus said, “I 
tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out” (v. 40). What does the manner of 
Jesus’ entry, riding a humble colt rather than a warhorse, teach us about the kind of King He is, 
and why is the praise of this King not optional but fitting?



Commentary and Teaching Notes

Move now to the triumphal entry, and let students feel both its glory and its surprise. The whole 
multitude praises God for the mighty works they have seen, crying, “Blessed is the King who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” (v. 38). This is open, 
public acclamation of Jesus as King, and Luke wants us to see that the praise is right and fitting.

But notice the manner of the King’s coming. He rides a borrowed colt (vv. 30–35), not a 
warhorse. He comes in humility and peace, not as a conquering general at the head of an army. 
This is exactly the kind of King the crowd was not expecting and the kind the parable had just 
described, One whose kingdom is not the earthly political triumph they imagined. The King of 
glory comes lowly, fulfilling the ancient prophecy of a humble king who brings peace.

Take up Jesus’ striking reply to the Pharisees. When they tell Him to rebuke His disciples, He 
answers, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out” (v. 40). The praise of this 
King is not optional or excessive; it is so fitting that creation itself would supply it if people would 
not. There is no neutral ground before Christ the King. The only proper response to who He is, is 
worship.

Bring it home pastorally. We are tempted to want a King who fits our agenda, who throws off 
our enemies and secures our comfort. Jesus comes instead as the humble King who saves by 
giving Himself. To welcome Him rightly is to lay our cloaks before Him, to acknowledge His reign 
over us, and to join the praise that even the stones would offer. A heart that has truly seen this 
King cannot stay silent.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Jesus’ open acceptance of worship as King, confirming His divine kingship (Luke 19:38; 
Zechariah 9:9)

 The humility of Christ’s kingship, coming on a colt in peace rather than as an earthly 
conqueror (Philippians 2:5–8)

 The fittingness and necessity of worshiping Christ, such that creation itself would praise Him
 The fulfillment of prophecy in the manner of His entry (Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26)
 There is no neutral response to the King; worship is the only proper answer

Discussion Prompts

 What does the borrowed colt teach us about the kind of King Jesus is?
 Why does Jesus say the stones would cry out if the people were silent?
 What does it look like to genuinely welcome Jesus as King this week?

Question 8

Student Question:



Jesus wept over Jerusalem and said, “Would that you, even you, had known on this day the 
things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes” (v. 42), grieving a city that 
“did not know the time of your visitation” (v. 44). When have you sensed God drawing near to 
you, calling you to repentance or to a deeper walk, and is there any way you might be missing 
the time of His visitation in your own life right now?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question centers on one of the most moving moments in Luke. As the city 
comes into view, the triumphant King weeps over it: “Would that you, even you, had known on 
this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes” (v. 42). The 
tears of Christ reveal the heart of God toward those who reject Him. He does not gloat over 
judgment; He grieves.

Explain the tragic phrase, that Jerusalem “did not know the time of your visitation” (v. 44). God 
Himself had drawn near in the person of His Son, and the city, surrounded by every religious 
advantage, failed to recognize the day of its opportunity. The coming destruction Jesus foretells 
(vv. 43–44) is the bitter fruit of missing the moment when grace was within reach.

Turn this gently toward the students’ own hearts, for the danger is not only ancient. We too can 
be surrounded by Scripture, sermons, and the means of grace, and grow so familiar with them 
that we miss the times when God is drawing near, calling us to repent, to forgive, to surrender 
some area we have guarded. Visitation can pass unnoticed by people who assume they have 
plenty of time.

Invite honest reflection. Ask students to recall a time they sensed God drawing near, and 
whether there is any way they are presently letting a visitation slip by: a conviction they keep 
postponing, a relationship they will not reconcile, a call to serve they keep ignoring. The tears of 
Jesus over Jerusalem are a mercy, a warning given in love so that we will not let our day of 
opportunity be hidden from our eyes.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The grieving heart of God toward those who reject Him, who takes no pleasure in judgment 
(Ezekiel 33:11; 2 Peter 3:9)

 The danger of missing the time of God’s visitation through familiarity and presumption 
(Hebrews 3:7–8; 2 Corinthians 6:1–2)

 The reality of judgment as the consequence of rejecting God’s offered peace
 The urgency of responding to God while the day of opportunity remains

Discussion Prompts

 When have you sensed God drawing near to you?
 What does it mean that Jerusalem missed the time of its visitation?
 Is there a way you might be letting a present visitation from God slip by?



Question 9

Student Question:

In the parable of the ten minas, the nobleman goes away “to receive for himself a kingdom and 
then return” (v. 12), leaves his servants to do business until he comes (v. 13), returns “when he 
had received the kingdom” to reckon with them (v. 15), rewards the faithful with authority (vv. 
17–19), condemns the servant who did nothing (vv. 22–26), and finally judges the citizens who 
said, “We do not want this man to reign over us” (vv. 14, 27). Putting the whole parable 
together, what does it teach about Christ’s present reign as King, the stewardship He has 
entrusted to His servants now, the accountability of His return, and the judgment that falls on 
those who refuse His rule?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the heaviest doctrinal question of the lesson, and it gathers the whole parable of the ten 
minas into one view. Lay the structure before the group so they can see the storyline clearly. 
The nobleman goes away “to receive for himself a kingdom and then return” (v. 12). He gives his 
servants minas and commands, “Engage in business until I come” (v. 13). He returns “when he 
had received the kingdom” to reckon with his servants (v. 15). He rewards the faithful with 
authority over cities (vv. 17–19), condemns the servant who hid his mina (vv. 22–26), and finally 
judges the rebellious citizens who said, “We do not want this man to reign over us” (vv. 14, 27). 
Four great truths stand out, and the teacher should hold them together.

First, present reign. The nobleman went away precisely to receive the kingdom, and he returns 
already crowned, “having received the kingdom” (v. 15). This pictures Christ ascending to the 
Father, where He received the kingdom and reigns now at God’s right hand. Guard the group 
carefully here against the error that Christ’s reign is still future or will be an earthly thousand-
year empire. Luke framed this parable to correct the very idea that the kingdom would appear 
immediately as an earthly triumph (v. 11). The King is enthroned now; His reign is present and 
spiritual, exercised over His church. Peter preaches this in Acts 2:33–36, and Paul affirms it in 
Colossians 1:13. There is no postponed kingdom, no rapture, no setting of dates.

Second, faithful stewardship. The King is reigning, but He is, in the imagery of the parable, away 
from His servants in bodily presence, and He has left them with work to do until He comes in 
final reckoning. This is the situation of the church right now. We live between the King’s 
enthronement and His return, entrusted with minas, expected to be at business for Him. The 
Christian life is not idle waiting but active, faithful trading with all He has entrusted to us.

Third, coming accountability. The King will surely return to reckon with His servants. The faithful 
are rewarded with real authority, a reward out of all proportion to their labor, while the servant 
who did nothing is condemned and stripped of even what he had (vv. 24–26). This teaches a real 
future return of Christ and a real day of accounting. Faithfulness will be rewarded and 



fruitlessness exposed. Note for the group that this is not earned salvation but the just reckoning 
of a King with servants who are called to remain faithful to the end.

Fourth, judgment on those who refuse His reign. The citizens who declared, “We do not want 
this man to reign over us” (v. 14), are brought before the returned King and judged (v. 27). This 
is sobering language, picturing the certain judgment that falls on all who reject Christ’s rightful 
rule. The first hearers were the very people of Jerusalem who would soon cry for His crucifixion. 
Bring these four together as a single message: Christ reigns now, His servants are entrusted with 
stewardship in the meantime, He will return to reckon and reward, and He will judge those who 
refuse His reign. This is present reign, faithful stewardship, and coming accountability, all 
without a hint of premillennialism or date-setting.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Christ’s present reign as the enthroned King, having received the kingdom at His ascension 
(Luke 19:12, 15; Acts 2:33–36; Colossians 1:13)

 A clear guard against a future earthly political kingdom, premillennialism, rapture, and date-
setting (Mark 9:1; John 18:36)

 The stewardship entrusted to Christ’s servants during the time of His reign (1 Corinthians 
4:1–2; Matthew 25:14–30)

 The certain return of Christ to reckon with His servants and reward faithfulness (2 
Corinthians 5:10; Romans 14:12)

 The necessity of ongoing faithfulness, with fruitlessness exposed and condemned (Luke 
19:24–26; Hebrews 10:26–31)

 The judgment of Christ upon all who reject His rightful reign (Luke 19:27; 2 Thessalonians 
1:7–9)

Discussion Prompts

 How does the parable show that Christ has already received the kingdom and reigns now?
 What does it mean that we are servants left to do business until the King returns?
 What does the parable teach about the reckoning every servant will face, and the judgment 

on those who refuse His reign?

Question 10

Student Question:

Look back across the whole chapter, from the rescued tax collector, to the King who entrusts His 
servants with work and will return to reckon, to the humble King who weeps over a city and 
cleanses His Father’s house. Name one specific way you sense Jesus forming you through these 
verses. What is the single truth from Luke 19:1–48 that you most need to carry into this coming 
week?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



Use this final question to draw together the whole sweep of the chapter. Luke has shown us the 
seeking Savior who transforms a hated tax collector, the King who has gone away to be crowned 
and will return to reckon with His servants, the humble King welcomed with shouts of praise, 
the grieving King who weeps over a lost city, and the zealous King who cleanses His Father’s 
house. End with that scene in the temple, where Jesus drives out those who had made His 
Father’s house of prayer into a den of robbers (vv. 45–46), so students feel His passion for pure 
worship.

Resist the urge to introduce new material here. The goal is integration and response. Give 
students space to name what God has actually stirred in them through these verses, whether it 
is the wonder of being sought, fresh resolve to trade faithfully with their mina, sober awareness 
of the King’s return, or a renewed reverence for worship.

Press gently toward specificity. A vague intention to do better rarely changes a life. Ask each 
person to name one concrete truth from Luke 19 and one concrete response they will carry into 
the week. Perhaps it is restitution like Zacchaeus, perhaps it is putting a buried gift to work, 
perhaps it is welcoming the King more fully into a room of life they had kept for themselves.

Close in a way that lifts every eye to Christ the King. The whole chapter has been moving toward 
Him, the Savior who seeks the lost, the King who reigns now and will surely return, the Lord 
worthy of the praise that even the stones would offer. Let the final word be glad submission to 
the One who came to seek and to save, and who reigns over all.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Integration of the lesson’s themes: the seeking Savior, the present reign of Christ, faithful 
stewardship, coming accountability, and reverent worship

 Christ’s zeal for pure worship in His house (Luke 19:45–46; John 2:16–17)
 The transforming purpose of God’s word, which aims at changed lives, not merely informed 

minds (James 1:22)
 Personal response and faithful obedience as the goal of studying Scripture (Luke 6:46)
 Glad submission to and worship of Christ the King as the fitting climax of the passage

Discussion Prompts

 What single truth from this chapter do you most need this week?
 What is one concrete way you will respond to what God has shown you?
 How has Luke 19 changed the way you see Jesus as both Savior and King?


