
The Gospel of Luke, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 22: Faith, Gratitude, and the Coming Kingdom

Luke 17:1–37

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

This lesson carries real doctrinal weight, and the teacher should know where it is most 
concentrated before walking into the room. The heaviest matter is the coming of the kingdom of 
God in verses 20 through 37, where Jesus tells the Pharisees that the kingdom does not come 
with observation and is already in their midst. This is the passage where premillennial error 
most often takes root, and the teacher must teach clearly that the kingdom is not a future, 
earthly, political, thousand-year reign to be looked for and dated, but the present reign of Christ 
that arrived with His ministry and was established when the church began at Pentecost. Christ 
reigns now, from the right hand of the Father, and our task is readiness and faithfulness, not the 
calculating of signs and dates.

But the chapter is not only about the kingdom. It is woven through with the disciple’s inner life: 
the hard call to forgive a repentant brother, the humbling truth that even our best obedience 
leaves us unworthy servants doing only our duty, and the searching question of gratitude raised 
by nine lepers who never came back. The teacher should help students see that all of these 
threads are about the same thing, namely what kind of people the King is forming to live in His 
kingdom. Faith that forgives, faith that serves without demanding reward, faith that returns to 
give thanks, and faith that stays ready for the Lord’s coming all belong together.

So aim at both targets every week. Send students home with a clear and confident grasp of 
Christ’s present reign, free from the confusion of end-times charts and earthly-kingdom 
speculation, and at the same time send them home softer, more forgiving, more grateful, and 
more awake. The truth that Christ reigns now is not merely a doctrine to defend. It is a 
summons to live today as ready servants of a King who already sits on His throne.

Question 1

Student Question:

Jesus tells His disciples that if a brother sins and then repents, “you must forgive him,” even 
“seven times in the day” (vv. 3–4), and the disciples respond by crying, “Increase our faith!” (v. 
5). What do these verses teach about the kind of forgiveness Jesus requires of His people, and 
about the relationship between faith and obedience in the Christian life?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Begin where Jesus begins with His disciples, in the realm of relationships. He sets a high and 
specific standard: if your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him, even seven 



times in a single day (vv. 3–4). This is not a vague sentiment about being nice. It is a demanding, 
repeated, costly forgiveness that keeps extending grace as often as genuine repentance 
appears.

Notice the disciples’ reaction. They do not say, that sounds lovely. They say, “Increase our faith!” 
(v. 5). They rightly sense that this kind of forgiveness is humanly impossible to sustain on our 
own strength. Help students feel that same weight. The command to keep forgiving a person 
who keeps wounding us presses us straight to the end of our own resources and drives us to 
depend on God.

Draw out the relationship between faith and obedience here. The disciples instinctively 
connected the command to forgive with their need for faith, and they were right to. Genuine 
faith is not a private feeling held apart from how we live. It is the trust in God that makes 
obedience possible, even obedience that costs us our pride and our sense of being wronged. We 
forgive because we trust the God who first forgave us.

Land it pastorally. Every student in the room is carrying someone who has hurt them. The 
question is not whether forgiveness is hard, but whether we will let our faith in a forgiving God 
shape the way we treat a repentant brother. The standard Jesus sets is meant to make us lean 
on Him.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The command to forgive a repentant brother repeatedly and without keeping score (Luke 
17:3–4; Matthew 18:21–35)

 The inseparable connection between genuine faith and costly obedience
 Forgiveness rooted in the prior forgiveness God has extended to us (Ephesians 4:32; 

Colossians 3:13)
 The proper response to a hard command, which is dependence on God rather than self-

reliance
 Rebuke and repentance as part of the loving care brethren owe one another (Galatians 6:1)

Discussion Prompts

 Why do you think the disciples responded to the command to forgive by asking for more 
faith?

 What is the difference between forgiving a repentant brother and simply ignoring or 
excusing sin?

 Who is the person you find hardest to keep forgiving, and how does trusting God change 
that?

Question 2

Student Question:



Jesus warns that temptations to sin are sure to come, but “woe to the one through whom they 
come,” and that it would be better to be cast into the sea than to cause “one of these little ones 
to sin” (vv. 1–2). Whose faith are you in a position to help or to harm, and how seriously do you 
take your own influence on those who are watching your life?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This first self-examining question turns on the sobering words that open the chapter. Jesus says 
temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the one through whom they come, and it would 
be better to have a millstone hung around your neck and be cast into the sea than to cause one 
of these little ones to sin (vv. 1–2). These are some of the most severe words Jesus ever spoke, 
and they are aimed at our influence on others.

Help students take their own influence seriously. The little ones in view include the young in age 
and the young in faith, the new believer, the watching child, the spiritually fragile brother or 
sister who is taking their cues from the rest of us. Few of us think of ourselves as people who 
could lead another into sin, yet our example, our words, our compromises, and our carelessness 
shape the people around us more than we know.

Make this concrete. The parent whose private bitterness leaks into the home, the older Christian 
whose casual attitude toward sin gives the younger one permission, the friend whose joking 
erodes another’s convictions, all of these are sobering possibilities Jesus puts before us. We are 
never neutral. We are always either helping someone toward Christ or away from Him.

Close with both warning and hope. The warning is real, and Jesus meant it to be. But the same 
influence that can harm can also build up. Ask students to consider the little ones in their own 
orbit and to resolve to be a help and not a hindrance to their faith.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The seriousness with which God regards causing others, especially the vulnerable, to 
stumble (Luke 17:1–2; Matthew 18:6)

 The reality that we are never neutral influences on those around us
 The responsibility of mature believers toward the young in age and the young in faith 

(Romans 14:13)
 Personal example as a powerful instrument for good or for harm (1 Timothy 4:12)

Discussion Prompts

 Who are the little ones, in age or in faith, that are watching your life right now?
 Can you think of a time your example helped or hurt someone else’s walk with God?
 What is one area of your life where you need to be more careful for the sake of others?

Question 3



Student Question:

When the disciples ask for more faith, Jesus says that faith “like a grain of mustard seed” could 
uproot a mulberry tree and plant it in the sea (v. 6). What is Jesus teaching here about the nature 
of saving faith, and why does He point them to the quality and reality of their faith rather than 
simply to a greater quantity of it?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Jesus answers the disciples’ request for more faith in a surprising way. They asked for an 
increase in quantity, and He responds with a picture of quality: faith like a grain of mustard seed 
could say to a mulberry tree, be uprooted and planted in the sea, and it would obey (v. 6). The 
teacher should help students see that Jesus is gently redirecting their thinking.

The mustard seed was proverbially the smallest of seeds. Jesus is not saying the disciples need a 
larger pile of faith before they can obey. He is saying that even the smallest genuine, living faith 
is connected to the limitless power of God. The point is not the size of our faith but the 
greatness of the God in whom that faith rests. A little real faith in a great God accomplishes 
what a great deal of self-confidence never could.

Guard against a common abuse of this verse. Jesus is not teaching that if we simply believe hard 
enough we can move physical trees or get whatever we want. The mulberry tree is a vivid 
image, not a promise of magic. The context is the demanding life of discipleship, the call to 
forgive and to serve, and Jesus is assuring His followers that genuine faith, however small it 
feels, is enough to begin obeying because it draws on God’s power and not our own.

Bring it home to the discouraged. Many believers quietly conclude their faith is too small to 
count. This verse is a comfort to them. You do not need spectacular faith. You need real faith in 
a real and mighty God, and even a seed of that is a living thing that grows.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Saving faith measured by its reality and object rather than by its size or intensity (Luke 17:6)
 The power of faith resting not in itself but in the God to whom it clings
 A correction of the error that treats faith as a force that compels God to grant our wishes
 Faith as a living, growing trust that makes obedience possible (Mark 9:24)
 Encouragement for those who fear their faith is too small to matter

Discussion Prompts

 Why does Jesus point the disciples to the quality of their faith rather than the quantity?
 How does this verse comfort someone who feels their faith is small and weak?
 What is the difference between faith in God’s power and confidence in our own believing?

Question 4



Student Question:

Jesus told the parable of the servant who, after plowing and serving, is not thanked but simply 
expected to do his duty, so that the disciples would say, “We are unworthy servants; we have 
only done what was our duty” (vv. 7–10). When you have obeyed God or served faithfully, do you 
tend to feel that God now owes you something? What would change in your walk if you truly 
served out of love and duty rather than to earn merit?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Here Jesus tells a parable that cuts against the grain of the human heart. A servant comes in 
from plowing and tending sheep, and the master does not fall over himself to thank the servant 
or invite him to sit and rest. Instead the servant prepares the master’s supper and serves it, and 
only afterward eats his own. The point arrives in verse 10: when you have done all you were 
commanded, say, “We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty.”

This is a self-examining question, so the teacher should press gently into the heart’s tendency to 
keep score with God. We obey, and somewhere inside we begin to feel that God now owes us, 
that our service has built up a credit He is obligated to repay with comfort or blessing or an easy 
life. Jesus dismantles that thinking. We are servants, and even our best obedience is simply what 
we owe to the Master who made and redeemed us.

Be careful to teach this rightly, because it is easy to hear it as cold or harsh. Jesus is not saying 
our service is worthless or that God is indifferent to it. Elsewhere He promises that the faithful 
servant will hear, well done. The point is that we do not serve in order to put God in our debt. 
We serve out of love and out of duty, because He is worthy, not because we are earning a wage. 
Salvation is by grace through a faith that obeys, never a paycheck we have earned.

Apply it where it stings. When obedience does not seem to be paying off, when we have served 
faithfully and life is still hard, the temptation is to feel cheated. This parable frees us from that 
trap. We are not hired hands negotiating wages. We are servants who belong to a good Master, 
and the privilege of serving Him is itself the gift.

End with the freedom this brings. The servant who knows he is only doing his duty is set free 
from the exhausting work of building merit. He can simply love and obey, leaving the reward in 
the hands of a Master who is far more generous than any servant deserves.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Service rendered out of love and duty to God, not to place Him in our debt (Luke 17:7–10)
 Salvation by grace through obedient faith, never as wages earned by our works (Ephesians 

2:8–10; Titus 3:5)
 The humility proper to those who belong to the Lord as His servants
 God’s genuine pleasure in faithful service, even as we claim no merit for it (Matthew 25:21)
 The freedom that comes from no longer keeping a ledger with God



Discussion Prompts

 When you obey God, do you ever quietly feel that He now owes you something?
 How do we hold together the truth that God rewards faithfulness and the truth that we earn 

nothing?
 What would change in your service if you served purely out of love and duty?

Question 5

Student Question:

All ten lepers cried out for mercy and all ten were cleansed, yet Jesus says to the one who 
returned, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well” (vv. 14–19). What does this 
account teach about the mercy of God toward those who cry out to Him, about the place of 
gratitude, and about a faith that does more than receive the gift and also returns to the Giver?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Now the lesson reaches the heart of the chapter, the ten lepers. The teacher should set the 
scene fully. These men were the outcasts of their society, kept at a distance, cut off from 
worship and family. When Jesus drew near, they could only cry from afar, “Jesus, Master, have 
mercy on us” (v. 13). And mercy came. Jesus told them to go and show themselves to the 
priests, and as they went, in the very act of obedient faith, they were cleansed (v. 14).

Draw out the mercy of God first. All ten cried for mercy, and all ten received it. God’s mercy is 
wide, reaching even the outcast and the foreigner. Jesus did not heal only the grateful one. He 
healed all of them, including the nine who never returned. This is a picture of a God who is 
generous beyond what the recipients deserve or even acknowledge.

Then turn to the one who came back. He was a Samaritan, a despised foreigner, yet he alone 
turned around, praising God with a loud voice, and fell on his face at Jesus’ feet to give thanks 
(vv. 15–16). Jesus’ words to him are significant: “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you 
well” (v. 19). All ten were cleansed of leprosy, but only this one received something more. His 
gratitude was the visible fruit of a faith that did not merely use Jesus for a cure but recognized 
and honored the One who gave it.

Help students see the difference between receiving a gift and returning to the Giver. The nine 
were healed, but they walked away with the blessing and never came back to the Blesser. The 
one understood that the gift pointed to a Person, and he came running back. This is the 
difference between a transaction and a relationship, between using God and worshiping Him.

Close by holding up gratitude as a mark of true faith. The grateful leper shows us that saving 
faith does not stop at receiving. It returns, it praises, it falls at the feet of Jesus. A heart that has 
truly grasped the mercy of God cannot simply walk away.



Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The wide mercy of God, who answers the cry of even the outcast and the foreigner (Luke 
17:13–14)

 Faith expressed in obedience, as the lepers were cleansed while going as Jesus commanded
 Gratitude as the proper fruit and evidence of a faith that honors the Giver (Luke 17:15–16)
 The difference between merely receiving God’s gifts and returning to worship the Giver
 The fuller wholeness Jesus gives to the one whose faith returns in thanksgiving (Luke 17:19)

Discussion Prompts

 What is the difference between the nine who were cleansed and the one who was made 
well?

 Why do you think only the foreigner returned to give thanks?
 What does it mean that the leper’s faith made him well, when all ten were already 

cleansed?

Question 6

Student Question:

Jesus asked, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine?” and noted that only the foreigner 
returned to give praise to God (vv. 17–18). Where in your life have you received much from God 
and given back little thanks? What practical habit could you build this week to become a person 
who returns to give glory to God rather than one who quietly walks away with the blessing?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question presses the same scene into the student’s own heart. Jesus’ words 
land like a quiet rebuke that echoes across the centuries: “Were not ten cleansed? Where are 
the nine?” (v. 17). The teacher should let that question sit in the room, because every honest 
person recognizes themselves among the nine.

Help students name the pattern. We are quick to ask God for help and slow to return with 
thanks. We pour out our hearts in the crisis and forget Him in the relief. The nine were not 
villains. They were simply absorbed in their healing, eager to get on with their restored lives, 
and they never circled back to say thank you. That is exactly how ingratitude usually looks. It is 
not malice. It is forgetfulness.

Guide the group toward specific honesty. Ask them to think of a concrete mercy God has shown 
recently, an answered prayer, a recovery, a provision, a relationship restored, and to ask 
whether they ever actually returned to thank Him for it. Gratitude that stays general and vague 
tends to evaporate. Gratitude that names the gift takes root.



Then move toward a practical habit. Gratitude can be cultivated. A daily practice of naming 
specific things to thank God for, a deliberate pause before prayer simply to give thanks before 
asking, the discipline of telling others what God has done, all of these build a grateful heart. 
Encourage students to choose one concrete practice this week to become a person who returns 
rather than one who walks away.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The human tendency toward forgetful ingratitude, contrasted with the call to give thanks 
(Luke 17:17–18; 1 Thessalonians 5:18)

 Gratitude as a discipline to be cultivated, not merely a feeling to be awaited
 Giving glory to God as the right response to His mercies (Psalm 103:1–2)
 The danger of using God’s gifts while neglecting the God who gives them

Discussion Prompts

 Be honest: are you more often one of the nine or the one who returned?
 Name a specific mercy God has shown you recently. Did you return to thank Him?
 What one habit could you build this week to become a more grateful person?

Question 7

Student Question:

When Jesus describes the days of the Son of Man, He points back to “the days of Noah” and “the 
days of Lot,” when people were eating, drinking, buying, selling, planting, and building, until 
judgment fell suddenly and “destroyed them all” (vv. 26–30). What is Jesus teaching about the 
suddenness and certainty of divine judgment, and about the danger of a life so absorbed in 
ordinary things that it is not ready?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Now the chapter turns toward the coming of the Son of Man, and Jesus reaches back into 
Genesis for two sobering pictures. In the days of Noah, people were eating, drinking, and 
marrying, right up until the day Noah entered the ark and the flood came and destroyed them 
all (vv. 26–27). In the days of Lot, people were eating, drinking, buying, selling, planting, and 
building, until the day Lot left Sodom and fire and sulfur rained down and destroyed them all 
(vv. 28–29).

The teacher should notice what these activities have in common. None of them are sinful in 
themselves. Eating, marrying, buying, building, these are the ordinary fabric of human life. The 
danger was not that the people were doing wicked things in that moment, but that they were so 
absorbed in ordinary life that they were utterly unprepared for the sudden visitation of God’s 
judgment. They were not watching. They were not ready.



Teach the suddenness and certainty of divine judgment. In both cases judgment fell on a single 
day, without warning to those caught up in their routines, and it was complete. Jesus uses these 
accounts to warn that the coming of the Son of Man will be similarly sudden and decisive. The 
point is not to fix a date or read signs in the news, but to live in constant readiness, as people 
who know the Lord could call us to account at any moment.

Apply this to the modern heart, which is at least as absorbed in ordinary life as Noah’s neighbors 
were. We can fill our days so completely with work, family, comfort, and entertainment that 
there is no room left for God, no thought of eternity, no preparation for the day we will stand 
before Him. The warning is not against ordinary life but against letting ordinary life crowd out 
readiness.

Be careful here to keep students from two ditches. One ditch is anxious date-setting and chart-
making, trying to calculate when the end will come. The other ditch is complacency, living as 
though that day will never come or will not matter. Jesus calls us to neither. He calls us to 
faithful, ready, watchful living today, so that whenever the day comes, sudden as it will be, it 
finds us prepared.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The sudden and certain coming of divine judgment, illustrated by the flood and Sodom (Luke 
17:26–30; 2 Peter 3:3–10)

 The danger of being so absorbed in ordinary life that we are spiritually unprepared
 Constant readiness rather than date-setting as the right response to the coming of the Son 

of Man
 The completeness of God’s judgment on those who are not ready (Genesis 7; Genesis 19)
 Watchfulness and faithfulness as the marks of a people prepared for the Lord (Matthew 

24:42–44)

Discussion Prompts

 What did the people in Noah’s and Lot’s day have in common, and why is it a warning?
 How can ordinary, legitimate activities become a spiritual danger?
 What would it look like for you to live ready, without falling into anxious date-setting?

Question 8

Student Question:

Jesus warns, “Remember Lot’s wife” (v. 32), and says that “whoever seeks to preserve his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life will keep it” (v. 33). Is there something in your old life, some 
comfort, relationship, or pattern, that you keep looking back toward the way Lot’s wife looked 
back at Sodom? What would it mean for you to let it go and not turn back?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



This self-examining question hangs on two short, weighty sayings. Jesus warns, “Remember 
Lot’s wife” (v. 32), and declares that whoever seeks to preserve his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life will keep it (v. 33). The teacher should bring the picture of Lot’s wife vividly before 
the group.

Lot’s wife had been delivered. She was on her way out of Sodom, led by the mercy of God, with 
safety ahead of her. But her heart was still back in the city. She looked back, and that backward 
look, that longing for what she was leaving, cost her everything. Jesus holds her up not as a 
monster but as a warning to people who have been rescued and yet keep glancing over their 
shoulder at the old life.

Help students examine their own backward glances. The Christian life is a leaving and a 
following. We have been called out of the old life into Christ, yet many believers keep one eye 
on what they left behind, a relationship that pulled them down, a pleasure they will not fully 
release, a way of life they secretly miss. The longing itself, nursed and entertained, can pull us 
back toward destruction.

Connect this to the larger teaching in verse 33. The one who clings to the old life, who tries to 
keep and preserve what God is calling him to leave, will in the end lose what matters most. The 
one who lets go, who loses the old life for Christ’s sake, is the one who truly keeps his life. This is 
the great paradox at the center of discipleship.

Press toward a specific surrender. Ask each student to name the thing they keep looking back 
toward, and to consider what it would mean to set their face forward and not turn around. The 
way of safety is forward, toward Christ, never back toward Sodom.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The warning of Lot’s wife against longing for the old life after being delivered (Luke 17:32; 
Genesis 19:26)

 The paradox that clinging to our life loses it while losing it for Christ keeps it (Luke 17:33; 
Luke 9:24)

 Discipleship as a decisive leaving of the old life and following of Christ (Philippians 3:13–14)
 The danger of a divided heart that has been rescued yet still loves what it left

Discussion Prompts

 What is the something you keep looking back toward from your old life?
 Why is the longing itself, not just returning, so dangerous?
 What would it mean for you to set your face forward and not turn back this week?

Question 9

Student Question:



The Pharisees asked Jesus when the kingdom of God would come, and He answered that the 
kingdom “is not coming in ways that can be observed,” nor would people say “Look, here it is!” 
because “the kingdom of God is in the midst of you” (vv. 20–21). What does Jesus teach here 
about the nature and timing of the kingdom of God, and how does this guard us against the 
error of looking for a future, observable, earthly political kingdom that the Lord is supposedly still 
waiting to establish?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the heaviest doctrinal question of the lesson, and the teacher should prepare for it 
carefully, because few subjects are more confused in the religious world than the kingdom of 
God. The Pharisees asked Jesus when the kingdom of God would come, expecting, as many did, 
a visible, political, earthly kingdom that would throw off Rome and restore Israel’s glory. Jesus’ 
answer overturns that expectation entirely. The kingdom of God, He says, “is not coming in ways 
that can be observed,” nor will people say, “Look, here it is!” or “There!” for, He declares, “the 
kingdom of God is in the midst of you” (vv. 20–21).

Teach what this means with clarity and confidence. The kingdom does not arrive as an 
observable, datable, political empire that one could point to on a map or mark on a calendar. It 
was already present in the very midst of the Pharisees in the person and reign of Christ Himself. 
Where the King stood, there the kingdom had drawn near. The reign of God arrived with the 
ministry of Jesus and was fully established when the church began at Pentecost. Jesus had 
promised that some standing with Him would not taste death before they saw the kingdom of 
God come with power (Mark 9:1), and on the day of Pentecost Peter declared that the risen 
Christ was even then seated on David’s throne, reigning as Lord and Christ (Acts 2:29–36). Paul 
wrote that God had already transferred believers into the kingdom of His beloved Son 
(Colossians 1:13), and Daniel had foretold that in the days of those kings the God of heaven 
would set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed (Daniel 2:44). Christ reigns now.

Now guard the flock explicitly against premillennial error, for this is exactly the passage where it 
tries to enter. There is no future, earthly, thousand-year political kingdom for us to look forward 
to and no signs in current events for us to calculate. Jesus plainly said the kingdom does not 
come with observation. Those who scan the headlines for clues, who set dates, who expect 
Christ to return and establish an earthly throne in Jerusalem for a literal thousand years, have 
missed the very thing Jesus taught here. The kingdom is not a coming earthly empire. It is the 
present reign of Christ over His church, and it will give way not to an earthly golden age but to 
His final return in judgment and the eternal kingdom that has no end.

Then handle the second half of the passage, the days of the Son of Man (vv. 22–37), in the same 
spirit. When Jesus speaks of His coming as lightning that flashes across the sky, of one being 
taken and another left, and of the body and the gathering vultures (vv. 24, 34–37), He is not 
handing us a chart to decode or a timeline to assemble. He is warning of a coming that will be 
sudden, unmistakable, and decisive, a divine visitation in judgment that no one will be able to 



schedule or escape. The repeated emphasis is readiness, not calculation. Avoid every form of 
rapture speculation and end-times charting that turns these solemn warnings into a puzzle. The 
point is to be found faithful whenever that day comes.

Bring it home with both confidence and urgency. We do not wait for the kingdom to begin. We 
live in it now, under the present lordship of a King who already reigns at the right hand of God. 
That truth frees us from the confusion of end-times charts and roots us in the joyful reality of 
Christ’s reign. And it summons us to live ready, faithful, and awake, so that whenever the Son of 
Man is finally revealed, that day finds us as servants who belong to the King.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The kingdom of God does not come with observation as a political, datable, earthly empire 
(Luke 17:20–21)

 The kingdom was present in Christ Himself and was established when the church began at 
Pentecost (Mark 9:1; Acts 2:29–36)

 Christ reigns now from the right hand of the Father over His church (Colossians 1:13; Daniel 
2:44)

 A clear rejection of premillennialism: no future earthly thousand-year political kingdom and 
no signs to calculate

 The days of the Son of Man as a warning of sudden, decisive divine judgment calling for 
present readiness, not date-setting or rapture speculation (Luke 17:24–37)

 The everlasting nature of God’s kingdom, which culminates in Christ’s final return in 
judgment (Daniel 2:44; 2 Peter 3:10)

Discussion Prompts

 What did Jesus mean when He said the kingdom of God is in the midst of you?
 How does this passage answer the idea that Christ is still waiting to set up an earthly 

kingdom?
 If the point of the days of the Son of Man is readiness rather than date-setting, how should 

that shape your life today?

Question 10

Student Question:

Look back across the whole chapter, from the call to forgive, to the prayer for more faith, to the 
unworthy servants, to the grateful leper, to the sudden coming of the Son of Man. Jesus is 
forming in His disciples a faith that forgives, serves, gives thanks, and stays ready. Name one 
specific way you sense Jesus forming you through these verses. What is the single truth from 
Luke 17:1–37 that you most need to carry into this coming week?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



Use this final question to gather the whole chapter into one. Jesus has moved His disciples 
through a remarkable sequence: the call to forgive a repentant brother, the prayer for more 
faith answered by a mustard seed, the humbling parable of the unworthy servants, the grateful 
leper who came running back, and the sober warnings about the sudden coming of the Son of 
Man. These are not five disconnected lessons. They are one portrait of the kind of disciple the 
King is forming.

Help students see the unity. The faith that forgives, the faith that serves without demanding 
reward, the faith that returns to give thanks, and the faith that stays ready for the Lord are all 
the same living faith at work in different rooms of the heart. Jesus is shaping people who will live 
well in His kingdom now, under His present reign, until the day He is revealed.

Resist adding new content. The aim here is integration and personal response. Give students 
room to name what God has actually stirred in them, whether it is a relationship that needs 
forgiving, a heart that needs to return in gratitude, an old life that needs to be left behind, or a 
complacency that needs to be replaced with readiness.

Press gently toward specificity. A vague resolve to do better rarely changes anything. Ask each 
person to name one concrete truth from this chapter and one concrete step they will take this 
week. Then close by lifting their eyes to the reigning Christ, the King who already sits on His 
throne and who will one day be revealed, and call them to live this week as ready, grateful, 
forgiving servants of that King.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Integration of the chapter’s themes: forgiveness, faith, humble service, gratitude, and 
readiness for the Lord

 The unity of these themes in the single living faith the King forms in His people
 The transforming purpose of Scripture, which aims at changed lives and not merely 

informed minds (James 1:22)
 Living now under the present reign of Christ as ready and faithful servants (Colossians 3:1–4)

Discussion Prompts

 Which thread of this chapter, forgiveness, faith, service, gratitude, or readiness, does God 
seem to be pressing on you most?

 What is one concrete step you will take this week in response?
 How does knowing that Christ reigns now change the way you will live the coming week?


