
The Gospel of Luke, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 10: Faith, Compassion, and a Forgiven Woman

Luke 7:1–50

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

This chapter places several portraits of faith side by side, and a great deal of sound doctrine is at 
stake in how the teacher handles them. The centurion shows that saving faith recognizes the 
authority of Christ and trusts His word, and that such faith can be found even in a Gentile 
outsider, a quiet preview of the gospel going to all nations. John’s question gives Jesus the 
occasion to prove His messianic identity by His works (vv. 22–23), fulfilling the very prophecies 
of Isaiah. And the closing scene with the forgiven woman raises the heaviest doctrinal issue of 
the lesson: the relationship between faith, forgiveness, and love. The teacher must guard 
carefully against two errors here, the error of teaching that her love earned her forgiveness as a 
wage, and the equally serious error of reducing her faith to bare mental assent or to the empty 
notion of faith alone. Her great love is the evidence and overflow of forgiveness received, not its 
purchase price.

Hold the line clearly on what saving faith is. When Jesus says, “your faith has saved you” (v. 50), 
He is not endorsing salvation by faith only. The woman’s faith is living, humble, repentant, and 
active, expressed in tears, in worship, and in a love that pours itself out at His feet. This is faith 
that lays hold of Christ and submits to Him, the same kind of believing, penitent heart that, 
under the New Covenant, leads a person to confess Christ and be baptized into Him for the 
forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38; Galatians 3:26–27). Help students see that the gospel never pits 
faith against obedience or against love. A faith that does nothing and changes nothing is not the 
faith that saves.

At the same time, this passage is meant to form hearts, not only to settle questions. Set the cold 
courtesy of Simon the Pharisee beside the lavish gratitude of the forgiven woman, and let 
students ask which one they resemble. Aim each week at both targets: send students home 
surer of who Jesus is, the One whose word carries divine authority, whose heart breaks with 
compassion, and whose forgiveness is real, and send them home softened by grace, loving much 
because they have grasped how much they have been forgiven.

Question 1

Student Question:

When the centurion sent friends to say, “I am not worthy to have you come under my roof,” and 
“only say the word, and let my servant be healed” (vv. 6–7), Jesus marveled and said, “not even 
in Israel have I found such faith” (v. 9). What does this Gentile soldier understand about who 



Jesus is and the authority of His word, and what does it teach us about the true nature of saving 
faith?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Open with the striking fact that the man Jesus holds up as a model of faith is a Roman centurion, 
an officer of the occupying army and a Gentile outside the covenant. Luke wants us to feel that 
surprise. The elders commend him as worthy because he loves the nation and built their 
synagogue (vv. 4–5), but the centurion himself takes the opposite posture: “I am not worthy” (v. 
6). Real faith always carries this note of humility. It does not approach Christ on the basis of its 
own merit.

The heart of the centurion’s faith is his grasp of authority. He reasons from his own experience: 
he says to one soldier go, and he goes, and to another come, and he comes (v. 8). He 
understands chain of command, and he perceives that Jesus stands at the top of a chain that 
runs all the way up to God. Sickness obeys Jesus the way a soldier obeys an officer. Therefore 
Jesus does not need to be physically present, to touch, or to perform a ritual. “Only say the 
word” (v. 7) is enough. This is faith that trusts the bare word of Christ.

Note that Jesus marvels, and Luke records only two occasions when Jesus marvels, here at faith 
and elsewhere at unbelief. “Not even in Israel have I found such faith” (v. 9) is a gentle rebuke to 
those who had every covenant advantage and still did not trust Him as this outsider did. Help 
students see the foreshadowing: the gospel will reach the Gentiles, and many who seemed near 
will prove far, while many who seemed far will be brought near.

Land the doctrinal point on the nature of saving faith. True faith recognizes who Jesus is, 
submits to His authority, and rests on His word. It is not a vague optimism or a religious feeling. 
It is the confident trust that what Christ says, Christ can do, joined to a humility that knows it 
deserves nothing.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Saving faith recognizes the authority of Christ and rests on His word (Luke 7:7–9; Romans 
10:17)

 The humility that marks genuine faith, approaching Christ on His merit and not our own
 The deity and supreme authority of Jesus, whose word commands sickness and death
 A foreshadowing of the gospel reaching the Gentiles, that faith is not bound to one nation 

(Acts 10; Galatians 3:28)
 The danger of covenant privilege without believing trust, so that outsiders may believe while 

insiders do not

Discussion Prompts

 What did the centurion understand about Jesus that many in Israel had missed?
 How is trusting the bare word of Christ different from wanting a sign or an experience first?



 Where is God calling you to take Him at His word this week without first demanding proof?

Question 2

Student Question:

The centurion built his confidence on Jesus’ authority, reasoning that just as his own word 
commanded soldiers, so Jesus’ word commanded sickness (vv. 7–8). In what specific area of your 
life are you still trying to manage outcomes yourself rather than trusting the authority of Christ, 
and what would surrender look like there this week?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the first self-examining question, and it presses the centurion’s faith into the student’s 
own life. The soldier was a man accustomed to control. He commanded men and managed 
outcomes for a living. Yet in the one situation he could not fix, the dying of someone he loved, 
he laid down his authority and trusted Christ’s. That movement, from self-reliance to 
dependence, is exactly what faith requires of us.

Help students name where they are still functioning as their own commanding officer. Most of 
us trust Christ in theory while quietly running the parts of life we think we can manage: our 
finances, our schedules, our children, our reputations. Faith is tested precisely at the point 
where we cannot control the outcome and must decide whether Christ’s authority is enough.

Be concrete and gentle. Surrender is not a one-time grand gesture but a daily handing over. Ask 
the group to identify a single specific arena, a strained relationship, a health fear, a financial 
uncertainty, where they are gripping the controls. What would it mean to say to Christ this 
week, only say the word?

Reassure them that surrender to Christ’s authority is not the loss of all agency but the gaining of 
a trustworthy King. The centurion did not become passive; he acted on his faith by sending 
word. Trusting Christ’s authority frees us to do our part and then rest in His.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The lordship of Christ extending over every area of life, not only the religious part
 Faith as the surrender of our own control to the authority of Christ
 Dependence on Christ as the proper posture of the disciple (Luke 9:23)
 Trust expressed in action, not passivity

Discussion Prompts

 What part of your life are you still trying to command on your own?
 What makes it hard to release control to Christ in that specific area?
 What is one concrete way you can act on Christ’s authority this week?



Question 3

Student Question:

At the gate of Nain, “the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her” and raised her only son 
before anyone asked Him to (vv. 12–15). What does this unrequested act of mercy reveal about 
the heart of God toward the broken and the grieving, and how does it deepen what we know 
about Jesus’ character?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Move to the gate of Nain and slow down over the detail Luke gives us. The dead man was “the 
only son of his mother, and she was a widow” (v. 12). In that world this woman had just lost not 
only her child but her security and her standing; she was now utterly alone. Luke wants us to 
feel the depth of her loss before Jesus acts.

Notice carefully that no one asks Jesus to do anything. There is no plea, no bargain, no 
expression of faith from the widow, not even a request. Luke says simply, “when the Lord saw 
her, he had compassion on her” (v. 13). The Greek word for compassion describes being moved 
in the depths of one’s being. This is mercy that originates entirely in the heart of God, freely 
given, unearned, unrequested. It reveals the very character of the One who sees the afflicted 
and is moved to act.

Watch the boldness of what Jesus does. He touches the bier, which would render Him 
ceremonially unclean under the Old Law, yet instead of death defiling Him, His life overcomes 
death. “Young man, I say to you, arise” (v. 14), and the dead man sits up and begins to speak. 
Then comes the tender line: “Jesus gave him to his mother” (v. 15). The miracle is not a display 
of power for its own sake; it is the restoration of a broken life.

Connect this to who Jesus is. The crowd says, “a great prophet has arisen among us” and “God 
has visited his people” (v. 16). They are partly right; a great prophet has come. But He is more 
than a prophet, for prophets called on God to act, while Jesus speaks with His own authority and 
death obeys Him. The compassion of Jesus is the compassion of God Himself drawing near to His 
people.

Bring it home pastorally. This scene tells us what God is like toward the grieving and the 
helpless. He is not distant or indifferent. He sees, He is moved, and He acts, and the day is 
coming when He will speak that same word of resurrection over all who belong to Him.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The compassion of God freely given to the broken, apart from any merit or request (Luke 
7:13; Psalm 34:18)

 The deity and authority of Jesus, whose word raises the dead, surpassing the prophets
 Jesus as more than a great prophet; God Himself visiting His people (Luke 7:16; Luke 1:68)



 A foretaste of the resurrection Christ will bring to all His people (John 5:28–29; 1 
Thessalonians 4:16)

 The mercy of Christ that restores broken lives, not merely displays power

Discussion Prompts

 Why is it significant that no one asked Jesus to raise the widow’s son?
 What does this scene reveal about God’s heart toward those who grieve?
 How does Jesus’ authority here show Him to be more than a great prophet?

Question 4

Student Question:

The widow of Nain had no one to plead her case, yet Jesus saw her in her grief and acted (v. 13). 
Where are you carrying a sorrow you have assumed God has not noticed, and how does this 
scene change the way you bring your grief to Him?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Stay at the gate of Nain, but turn the lens toward the student. The widow had no advocate. 
There was no one to speak for her, no one to ask Jesus on her behalf, and yet she was the one 
He saw. Many believers carry sorrows they have quietly concluded God has overlooked, perhaps 
because no dramatic answer has come, or because no one else seems to notice.

Help students bring their grief into the light. The lie that grief whispers is that God has not seen, 
that we are alone in it. This scene answers that lie directly. The Lord saw her before she could 
even form a request. He is the God who sees, and His seeing moves Him to compassion.

Press for specificity without forcing anyone to expose more than they wish. Invite students to 
name, even silently, the loss they assume has gone unnoticed: a wayward child, a marriage that 
died, a dream that was buried, a loved one in the grave. Then ask what it would mean to bring 
that grief to a Lord who is moved with compassion.

Close with hope. The widow’s story did not end at the coffin, and ours will not either. Even when 
God does not raise our dead in this life, the same Jesus who wept and acted at Nain has secured 
the resurrection for all who are His. Our griefs are seen, they are carried, and they are not the 
end of the story.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God sees and is moved by the grief of His people even when no one else notices (Hebrews 
4:15)

 The error of concluding that God is indifferent because no answer has yet come
 Christ as the sympathetic high priest who enters into our sorrow
 The Christian hope of resurrection that reframes every present grief



Discussion Prompts

 What sorrow have you assumed God has not noticed?
 How does it change your grief to know that the Lord sees you before you ask?
 Where do you need to bring a hidden loss to Christ this week?

Question 5

Student Question:

When John’s disciples asked, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 
Jesus answered by pointing to His works: “the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed... and the poor have good news preached to them” (vv. 19–22). Why does Jesus answer 
a question about His identity by pointing to these particular signs, and how do they confirm that 
He is the promised Messiah the prophets foretold?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

John the Baptist, now imprisoned by Herod, sends two disciples with a piercing question: “Are 
you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” (v. 19). Set the scene honestly. John 
had boldly announced Jesus, but now he sits in a cell, and the Messiah he expected, the one 
who would lay the axe to the root and burn the chaff, has not done what John may have 
anticipated. The question is real.

Watch how Jesus answers. He does not give a direct yes or a theological lecture. Instead, in that 
very hour He heals many, then sends word back: “the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, 
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news 
preached to them” (v. 22). This is deliberate. Jesus is quoting the prophets, especially Isaiah 
35:5–6 and Isaiah 61:1, which described exactly what the Messiah would do when He came. 
Jesus answers the question of His identity with the evidence of His works.

Teach students why these particular signs matter. They are not random acts of kindness; they 
are the credentials God Himself foretold. When the blind see and the dead rise and the poor 
hear good news, the prophecies are being fulfilled before John’s disciples’ eyes. The works 
testify to the worker. Jesus invites John, and us, to reason from the evidence to the conclusion: 
this is indeed the one who was to come.

Note the gentle beatitude Jesus attaches: “blessed is the one who is not offended by me” (v. 23). 
Jesus knew He was not meeting popular expectations of a conquering Messiah, and many would 
stumble over that. The blessing is for those who let Jesus define what the Messiah does, rather 
than insisting He fit their picture.

Land the doctrinal weight. Our confidence that Jesus is the Christ is not a leap in the dark; it 
rests on the testimony of His works and the fulfillment of prophecy, all recorded for us in the 
Scriptures. We believe because of what He actually did, attested by reliable witnesses.



Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Jesus as the promised Messiah, attested by His works and the fulfillment of prophecy (Luke 
7:22; Isaiah 35:5–6; Isaiah 61:1)

 The works of Christ as God-given credentials confirming His identity (John 5:36; John 10:38)
 Faith grounded in evidence and prophecy rather than in expectation or feeling
 The blessing on those who do not let Jesus offend their preconceptions (Luke 7:23)
 The reliability of the Scripture record as the testimony to Christ’s identity

Discussion Prompts

 Why does Jesus answer a question about His identity by pointing to His works?
 How do the specific signs in verse 22 fulfill the Old Testament promises about the Messiah?
 What expectations of Jesus might we need to surrender so we are not offended by Him?

Question 6

Student Question:

John the Baptist, the faithful forerunner, asked an honest question from a prison cell when his 
circumstances did not match his expectations (vv. 19–20). When God’s work in your life has not 
matched what you expected, how have you handled your doubts, and what do you learn from 
the way Jesus responded to John with evidence rather than rebuke?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This self-examining question grows out of John’s honest doubt. Begin by being fair to John. This 
is the man Jesus calls the greatest born of women (v. 28), and yet from a prison cell, when his 
circumstances did not match his expectations, even he wrestled with a question. Doubt of this 
kind is not the same as unbelief. It is faith bringing its hard questions to the right place, to Jesus 
Himself.

Help students see what John did with his doubt. He did not nurse it in silence or let it curdle into 
bitterness. He sent it straight to Jesus. There is a model here: faith does not always feel certain, 
but it knows where to take its uncertainty. The worst thing we can do with our doubts is to carry 
them away from Christ rather than toward Him.

Notice how Jesus responded. He did not scold John for asking. He did not say his doubt 
disqualified him. Instead He sent back evidence, the works that fulfilled the prophecies, enough 
truth to steady a wavering man. And then He publicly honored John before the crowd (vv. 24–
28). Christ is gentle with honest doubters who bring their questions to Him.

Apply this with care. Many believers feel guilty for ever questioning, as though faith should 
mean the absence of all struggle. Help them see that the issue is not whether hard seasons raise 



hard questions, but what we do with them. Bring the question to Jesus, look again at the 
evidence of who He is and what He has done, and let Him steady you.

Close by inviting honesty. Ask students to name a place where life has not matched their 
expectations of God, and to consider taking that question, like John, directly to the Lord rather 
than away from Him.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The difference between honest doubt that seeks Christ and unbelief that turns away (Mark 
9:24)

 Christ’s gentleness with sincere doubters who bring their questions to Him
 The remedy for doubt found in returning to the evidence of who Christ is and what He has 

done
 Faithfulness in circumstances that do not match our expectations of God

Discussion Prompts

 When life has not matched your expectations of God, where do you take your doubts?
 What do you learn from the way Jesus responded to John’s question?
 What would it look like to bring a current question to Christ rather than away from Him?

Question 7

Student Question:

Jesus compared that generation to children in the marketplace who would not dance to a happy 
tune or mourn to a sad one, saying they rejected John as too strict and the Son of Man as too 
loose (vv. 31–34). What does this teach about the hardness of a heart that has already decided 
not to believe, and how does it warn us against setting our own conditions for accepting God’s 
truth?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Jesus turns to the crowd with a pointed parable about children in the marketplace: “We played 
the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not weep” (v. 32). He 
explains it plainly. John came neither eating nor drinking, and they called him demon-possessed; 
the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they called him a glutton and a drunkard (vv. 33–
34). Whatever tune God played, this generation refused to move.

Identify the spiritual disease Jesus is diagnosing. The problem was never a lack of evidence; it 
was a heart that had already decided not to believe and would invent objections to justify itself. 
John was too austere; Jesus was too sociable. The complaints contradict each other, which 
exposes them as excuses. A heart determined not to come will always find a reason.



Teach this as a sober warning. It is possible to set our own conditions for accepting God’s truth, 
to say in effect, I will believe if God meets me on my terms, in my way, on my timetable. Such a 
heart cannot be pleased, because the real issue is not the evidence but the will. The verdict 
comes in verse 30, where the Pharisees and lawyers “rejected the purpose of God for 
themselves.”

Apply it honestly to ourselves. We are not immune. We can dismiss a convicting sermon as too 
harsh and a gracious one as too soft, finding fault either way so that we never have to change. 
Help students examine whether they are truly seeking the truth or quietly setting conditions 
God must meet before they will obey.

Close with the alternative. Verse 35 says wisdom is justified by all her children. Those who 
actually received John and Jesus, the humble and repentant, were vindicated in their response. 
The path out of this hardness is the willingness to let God set the terms and to respond to the 
tune He is playing.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The hardness of a heart that has decided not to believe and invents objections (Luke 7:31–
34)

 Rejecting the purpose of God for oneself by refusing His messengers (Luke 7:30)
 The danger of setting our own conditions before we will accept God’s truth
 The contradiction in unbelief that proves its objections are mere excuses
 Wisdom vindicated in those who humbly receive God’s word (Luke 7:35)

Discussion Prompts

 How does the contradiction in their complaints expose the real problem?
 Where might you be setting conditions God must meet before you will obey?
 What does it look like to dance to the tune God is actually playing?

Question 8

Student Question:

Jesus said that even the least in the kingdom of God is greater than John, who was the greatest 
born of women (v. 28). What does this say about the immense privilege of belonging to the 
kingdom Christ established, and how should the greatness of your place in that kingdom shape 
the way you live, even on an ordinary day?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Jesus pays John the highest compliment, calling him more than a prophet and saying that among 
those born of women none is greater than John (vv. 26–28). Then He adds a stunning line: “yet 
the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he” (v. 28). Help students feel the 



force of this. John stood at the threshold of a new era but did not live to see the kingdom fully 
come. Those who belong to the kingdom Christ established enjoy a privilege even John did not.

Clarify what this greatness means, because it is not about personal worth or moral superiority. 
The least Christian is not a better person than John. The point is privilege and position. We live 
on this side of the cross, the resurrection, and Pentecost. We know the Christ John only 
announced. We have the indwelling presence of the Spirit, the full revelation of the New 
Testament, the forgiveness of sins, and citizenship in the kingdom that was established when 
the church began.

Be precise about the kingdom here, since it guards against error. The kingdom of God is not a 
future earthly reign still awaited; it is the reign of Christ that arrived with His ministry and was 
established when the church began at Pentecost (Mark 9:1; Colossians 1:13; Acts 2). To be in the 
kingdom is to be in Christ’s church, under His present lordship. The least member of that body 
stands in a place of blessing John could only look toward.

Press the application. We hold this privilege so casually. We can treat ordinary days as spiritually 
empty when in fact every day is lived inside the greatest blessing in human history, belonging to 
Christ’s kingdom, forgiven and indwelt and reigned over by the risen Lord. The greatness of our 
position should produce gratitude, holiness, and joy even when nothing remarkable is 
happening.

Close by lifting their eyes. If the greatest man born of women would have traded places with the 
least citizen of the kingdom, then we who are in Christ have far more reason for joy than we 
usually feel. Let students name what it would change to live an ordinary Tuesday in the light of 
so great a privilege.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The kingdom of God as the present reign of Christ established when the church began (Luke 
7:28; Mark 9:1; Acts 2)

 The surpassing privilege of belonging to the New Covenant over the era before Christ 
(Hebrews 8:6; 1 Peter 1:10–12)

 Greatness in the kingdom as privilege and position in Christ, not personal merit
 The blessings now enjoyed by the church: forgiveness, the Spirit, the full revelation of the 

New Testament
 Citizenship in Christ’s kingdom as cause for daily gratitude and holy living (Colossians 1:13; 

Philippians 3:20)

Discussion Prompts

 Why is the least in the kingdom greater than John the Baptist?
 What privileges do you enjoy as a member of Christ’s kingdom that John did not?



 How would remembering the greatness of your place in the kingdom change an ordinary 
day?

Question 9

Student Question:

When the sinful woman wet Jesus’ feet with her tears and anointed them, Jesus told of two 
debtors and concluded, “her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much” (v. 47), then 
said to her, “your faith has saved you; go in peace” (v. 50). How do faith, forgiveness, and love 
relate to one another in this scene, and how does this guard us against thinking either that our 
love earns forgiveness or that mere belief without a changed, surrendered heart is enough?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the heaviest doctrinal question of the lesson, and the teacher should prepare to handle it 
with both clarity and warmth, because it is easy to get wrong in two opposite directions. Set the 
scene first. Jesus is dining at the house of Simon, a Pharisee, when a woman known in the town 
as a sinner enters uninvited. She stands behind Jesus weeping, wets His feet with her tears, 
wipes them with her hair, kisses them, and anoints them with costly perfume (vv. 37–38). It is an 
outpouring of unrestrained, humble love. Simon recoils, concluding that if Jesus were a prophet 
He would know what kind of woman this is (v. 39).

Walk slowly through the parable Jesus tells in response. Two men owed a moneylender, one five 
hundred denarii and one fifty, and neither could pay. The lender freely forgave them both. 
Which will love him more? Simon answers correctly: the one forgiven more (vv. 41–43). The 
point is unmistakable. Great forgiveness produces great love. The order matters enormously: 
forgiveness comes first, and love flows out of it as the response. The woman is not buying 
forgiveness with her love; she is pouring out love because she has already grasped how much 
she has been forgiven.

Now handle the crucial verse with precision. Jesus says, “her sins, which are many, are forgiven, 
for she loved much” (v. 47). Read carelessly, this could sound as though her love earned her 
forgiveness, as though love were the payment. But the parable Jesus just told teaches the exact 
opposite. In the story, forgiveness is granted freely first, and love is the result. So verse 47 
means her great love is the evidence and proof that she has been forgiven much, not the price 
that purchased it. Jesus confirms this in the second half of the verse: “but he who is forgiven 
little, loves little.” Simon’s cold, loveless courtesy revealed a heart that felt little need of 
forgiveness. The woman’s flood of love revealed a heart that knew how much it had received.

Guard against both errors openly. On one side, we must not teach that her love, or any of our 
works, earns or merits forgiveness as a wage; that would make grace into a transaction and 
salvation into something owed. On the other side, we must not retreat into the false comfort of 
faith alone, as though bare mental assent saves while the heart and life remain unchanged. 



Notice that Jesus does not say her feelings saved her, or even that her love saved her; He says, 
“your faith has saved you” (v. 50). Her faith was living and active, a humble, repentant, 
surrendered trust that laid hold of Christ and expressed itself in worship and love. That is the 
faith that saves.

Bring this all the way home to the New Covenant pattern without straining the text. The kind of 
believing, penitent heart Jesus commends here is exactly the heart that, in the fullness of the 
gospel, leads a person to turn from sin, confess Christ, and be baptized into Him for the 
forgiveness of sins, and then to live a life of grateful love (Acts 2:38; Romans 6:3–4; Galatians 
3:26–27). Faith that saves is never alone in the sense of being idle; it always lays hold of Christ 
and bears the fruit of love. The proper response to grace is not pride and not payment, but the 
kind of grateful, lavish love this woman shows.

Close at the feet of Jesus. The deepest application is a question: are we more like Simon, polite 
but cold, feeling little need and therefore loving little, or like the woman, broken and grateful, 
loving much because we have grasped how much we have been forgiven? The measure of our 
love for Christ will always track with our sense of how much we owed Him.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Forgiveness received first, with love flowing out as the response, not as the payment (Luke 
7:41–43; 1 John 4:19)

 Verse 47 read in light of the parable: her great love is the evidence of forgiveness, not its 
purchase price

 Saving faith as living, humble, repentant trust that lays hold of Christ, not bare mental 
assent (Luke 7:50; James 2:17)

 A clear guard against salvation by faith only on one side and works-merit on the other 
(Ephesians 2:8–10)

 The believing, penitent heart that, under the gospel, leads to confession and baptism into 
Christ for forgiveness (Acts 2:38; Galatians 3:26–27)

 Grateful love as the proper and necessary response to grace received
 The contrast between Simon’s loveless religion and the woman’s grateful worship

Discussion Prompts

 How does the parable of the two debtors show that love follows forgiveness rather than 
earning it?

 What does Jesus mean when He says “your faith has saved you” rather than “your love 
saved you”?

 Are you more like Simon or more like the woman, and what does your love for Christ reveal 
about your sense of being forgiven?

Question 10



Student Question:

Look back across the whole chapter, at the centurion’s trust, the widow’s restored son, John’s 
honest question answered with evidence, and the forgiven woman’s tears. In each scene Jesus 
reveals His authority, His compassion, and His power to save. Name one specific way you sense 
Jesus forming you through these verses. What is the single truth from Luke 7:1–50 that you most 
need to carry into this coming week?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Use this final question to gather the whole chapter into a single response. Luke has set before us 
four scenes, and in each one Jesus reveals something essential about Himself: the centurion’s 
servant shows the authority of His word, the widow’s son shows the compassion of His heart, 
John’s question shows the evidence of His messianic works, and the forgiven woman shows the 
saving power of His grace. The thread that runs through them all is faith, faith that trusts His 
word, faith that brings its grief and its doubts to Him, faith that loves much because it has been 
forgiven much.

Resist the urge to introduce new material here. The work of this question is integration and 
response. Give students room to name what God has actually stirred in them, whether it is fresh 
trust in Christ’s authority, comfort that He sees their grief, steadiness for their doubts, or a 
renewed sense of how much they have been forgiven.

Press gently for specificity. A general resolution to trust God more rarely changes a week. Ask 
each person to name one concrete truth from Luke 7 and one concrete way they will respond, 
whether that is taking Christ at His word in a specific situation, bringing a hidden grief to Him, or 
letting gratitude overflow into love and obedience.

Close the session by lifting eyes to Christ Himself. Every scene in this chapter points to Him, His 
authority, His compassion, His identity, His grace. Let the final word be worship of the Lord who 
marvels at faith, weeps with the grieving, fulfills every promise, and says to the broken, your 
faith has saved you, go in peace.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Integration of the lesson’s themes: the authority of Christ’s word, His compassion, His 
messianic identity, and His saving grace

 Faith as the common thread that lays hold of Christ in trust, grief, doubt, and gratitude
 The transforming purpose of God’s word, aiming at changed lives and not merely informed 

minds (James 1:22)
 Personal response and grateful obedience as the goal of studying Scripture
 Worship of Christ as the fitting climax of the passage

Discussion Prompts



 Which of the four scenes in Luke 7 spoke to you most, and why?
 What single truth from this chapter do you most need to carry into this week?
 What is one concrete way you will respond to what Jesus has shown you?


