
The Book of Leviticus, Teacher's Guide

Lesson 9: Cleansing of Disease and Bodily Discharges

Leviticus 14:1–15:33

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

At stake in these chapters is a right view of holiness and grace held together. A careless reader 
sees only strange rituals and skips ahead. A fearful reader sees only rules and concludes that 
God is cold. But Leviticus 14–15 reveals a God who takes defilement with deadly seriousness and 
yet bends every effort toward restoring the defiled. Your students need to feel both edges. Sin 
and uncleanness are not trivial to God, and that is precisely why He has provided so costly and 
thorough a way back. The danger to guard against is binding these ceremonial laws on Christians 
as though we still owe God ceremonial cleanness. We do not. Mark 7:18–19, Acts 10:9–16, and 
Colossians 2:16–17 are clear that the New Covenant has set these shadows aside. Teach the 
chapters as instruction, not as obligation.

The deeper aim is to move your students from these shadows to the substance. Every element 
of the leper’s cleansing, the slain bird, the living bird dipped in blood and set free, the cedar and 
scarlet and hyssop, the blood and oil on ear and thumb and toe, was a finger pointing forward to 
the cross. Help your class see Hebrews 9:13–14 shining through Leviticus 14. The blood of bulls 
could reach the flesh. The blood of Christ reaches the conscience. Where Israel’s worshiper was 
made ceremonially clean and could rejoin the camp, the Christian is made truly clean and 
brought near to God forever.

Finally, aim at the heart. The God of Leviticus 14 still goes outside the camp to find the outcast, 
for that is exactly where Jesus went, touching lepers no one else would touch (Mark 1:40–42). A 
student who grasps this will both run to Christ for cleansing and become, like Him, a person who 
welcomes the unclean home. Holiness that has tasted grace does not recoil from the broken. It 
reaches out a hand.

Question 1

Student Question:

What does the cleansing ritual of the healed leper in Leviticus 14, with its two birds, blood, and 
running water, teach us about how God provides a way back to fellowship for the unclean?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Leviticus 14 begins not with the cure of leprosy but with its aftermath. The disease itself has 
lifted. The question now is restoration, and God answers it with a ritual rich in meaning. First the 
priest goes out to the man (14:3), for the unclean cannot simply walk back in. Two living birds 
are taken. One is killed over fresh, running water in an earthen vessel. The living bird, together 



with cedar wood, scarlet, and hyssop, is dipped in the blood of the slain bird, and the cleansed 
man is sprinkled seven times. Then the living bird is released into the open field (14:4–7).

The picture preaches. One bird dies, its blood poured out into living water. The other bird, 
marked with that blood, flies free. Here in the very first act of the leper’s cleansing is the shape 
of the gospel, a death that purchases a release, a life set free because another life was given. 
The running water speaks of cleansing that flows and does not stagnate. The man does not earn 
his way back. A substitute bleeds, and he goes free.

Then comes a process, not an instant. The man washes, shaves, and waits seven days, then 
washes and shaves again (14:8–9). Restoration to the camp is real but unhurried, marked by 
thoroughness. God does not rush holiness. On the eighth day come the offerings that fully 
restore the man to worship at the tabernacle. The way back is paved with grace, but it is a way, 
a path the man walks because God has laid it down for him.

Notice what this means for the man’s whole life. He gets his family back, his table back, his 
worship back. Uncleanness had unmade his belonging. Cleansing remakes it. This is what God’s 
grace does. It does not merely forgive a status on paper. It restores a person to the community 
and to the presence of God where life is found.

For us, the law of the leper is a window. We were the ones outside, cut off by sin from the 
fellowship of God. And God did not wait for us to climb back. In Christ He came out to us, the 
slain one whose blood sets the marked ones free (1 John 1:7). When you read of the two birds, 
do not see mere ceremony. See a love that goes outside the camp to bring the outcast home.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 These ceremonies were binding on Israel under the Old Law but are not binding on 
Christians, for the ceremonial code was nailed to the cross (Colossians 2:14–17).

 The two-bird ritual is a shadow, not a sacrament; do not read New Covenant baptism back 
into it, but let it illustrate substitutionary death and resulting freedom.

 Restoration in Israel was to community and tabernacle worship, showing that God’s 
salvation always restores us to fellowship, not merely to private forgiveness.

 The process took time and repeated washing, teaching that God values thoroughness in 
holiness over speed.

 Romans 15:4 grounds our study; these old shadows were written for our instruction, not for 
our re-enactment.

Discussion Prompts

 Walk through the two-bird ritual together and ask the class to name every echo of the 
gospel they can find.

 Discuss the difference between being forgiven on paper and being restored to fellowship; 
why does God insist on the second?



 Where do we, like the man outside the camp, need God to come out to us before we feel 
able to come in?

Question 2

Student Question:

When have you experienced the relief of being restored to fellowship after a season of feeling cut 
off, and how did you respond to those who welcomed you back?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

There is a deep human ache underneath this chapter, the ache of being cut off and the joy of 
being let back in. For the healed leper, the moment the priest pronounced him clean, the whole 
world opened again. He could hug his children. He could sit at the family meal. He could stand in 
the assembly and worship.

Many of us know a smaller version of that ache. A falling out with a friend, a season of shame 
that kept us from church, a sin that made us feel we did not belong among God’s people. The 
relief of being welcomed back is one of the sweetest experiences in life, and it is meant to teach 
us something about how God receives the returning.

But restoration is not only something we receive. It is something we are called to extend. The 
man who came back had been welcomed by priests and people. The question for us is whether 
we will be the kind of community that welcomes returners, or the kind that keeps them at arm’s 
length, still smelling the old uncleanness.

This question turns the mirror on us. How did we respond to those who welcomed us back? 
With gratitude that overflowed into welcoming others, or with a quiet entitlement that forgot 
how good the welcome felt? Grace remembered makes us gracious. Grace forgotten makes us 
cold.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The joy of restoration is a foretaste of the gospel’s welcome and should shape how we treat 
the returning believer.

 Christians can fall away and be restored; the church must be a community that receives the 
penitent with joy (Luke 15:22–24).

 Gratitude for our own welcome is the engine of our welcome to others.
 Failing to welcome returners contradicts the very grace we claim to live by.

Discussion Prompts

 Invite class members to share, as they are comfortable, a time they were welcomed back 
after feeling cut off.



 What practical habits make a congregation a welcoming place for those returning from sin 
or shame?

 Is there someone right now you could reach out to and welcome back?

Question 3

Student Question:

The blood and oil were applied to the right ear, thumb, and toe of the cleansed leper, the same 
places anointed at the priests’ consecration (Leviticus 14:14–18; 8:23–24). What does this 
parallel teach about what God’s cleansing is meant to produce in a person?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

One of the most striking details in Leviticus 14 is where the blood and oil are placed on the 
cleansed man. The priest puts blood on the tip of the man’s right ear, the thumb of his right 
hand, and the great toe of his right foot, then oil on the same three places (14:14–18). If that 
sounds familiar, it should. It is exactly what was done to Aaron and his sons at their consecration 
to the priesthood (Leviticus 8:23–24).

Think about what those three points represent. The ear that hears, the hand that works, the 
foot that walks. God is claiming the whole man, his listening, his doing, his going. The cleansing 
is not merely about removing a disease. It is about consecrating a life, setting it apart wholly for 
God, in the same way the priests were set apart.

This is a profound dignity. The man who had been an outcast is treated like a priest at his 
ordination. The blood and oil that marked Aaron now mark him. God does not merely tolerate 
the cleansed. He elevates them, claims them, sets them apart for Himself. Cleansing flows 
toward consecration.

And this is precisely the New Testament logic. Christ has cleansed us by His blood not to leave us 
idle but to make us a holy priesthood (1 Peter 2:5, 9). The same Spirit pictured by the oil rests on 
the cleansed life. The point of being made clean is never merely relief. It is dedication. The ear is 
now His to hear, the hand His to serve, the foot His to follow.

So when we ask what God’s cleansing is meant to produce, the answer is here on the ear, 
thumb, and toe. It produces a consecrated person, a whole life given over to listening to God, 
working for God, and walking with God. Forgiveness that does not lead to consecration has 
missed the design.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The ear, thumb, and toe represent the consecration of the whole person, hearing, doing, 
and walking.



 The deliberate echo of the priests’ ordination (Leviticus 8) dignifies the cleansed outcast and 
points to the priesthood of all believers (1 Peter 2:5, 9).

 Cleansing in Scripture always aims at consecration, never merely at relief.
 The oil, frequently associated with the Spirit, points to a life now set apart and empowered 

for God.
 Forgiveness without resulting dedication misunderstands why God cleanses.

Discussion Prompts

 Why do you think God used the same ritual for the cleansed leper as for ordaining priests?
 Of the three, ear, hand, foot, which do you most need to reconsecrate to God this week?
 How does seeing cleansing as a call to consecration change how we think about forgiveness?

Question 4

Student Question:

Which part of your life right now most needs to be consecrated to listening, doing, and walking 
with God, and what is one concrete step toward setting it apart for Him?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The ear, the hand, the foot. Hearing, doing, walking. This question presses the symbol of 
Leviticus 14 right into the student’s own week. God did not anoint a vague idea of the man. He 
anointed specific points on his body, claiming specific capacities for Himself.

So we ask specifically. Where is your ear most in need of consecration? Perhaps you have grown 
deaf to God’s Word, or you fill every silence with noise so you never have to hear Him. Where is 
your hand? Perhaps your work has drifted into something self-serving, or your hands are busy 
with things that dishonor Him. Where are your feet? Perhaps they carry you into places or 
relationships you know are not His.

The beauty of this passage is that consecration is concrete. It is not a feeling. It is the deliberate 
setting apart of an actual part of life for God. The man could point to his ear and say, this now 
belongs to the Lord.

Invite your class to be that specific. A consecration that names no concrete step rarely happens. 
But the student who can say, this week my listening, or my labor, or my going, belongs to God in 
this particular way, has begun to walk the path the cleansed leper walked.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Consecration is concrete, not abstract; it claims specific parts of an actual life.
 Hearing, doing, and walking each invite honest self-examination.
 Naming a specific step is what moves intention into obedience.
 The Christian’s body is to be presented to God as a living sacrifice (Romans 12:1).



Discussion Prompts

 Have each person quietly identify which of ear, hand, or foot God is pressing on this week.
 What is one concrete step toward setting that area apart for God?
 How can the group hold one another accountable to follow through?

Question 5

Student Question:

What does the law for a house with spreading mold (Leviticus 14:33–53), including tearing out 
stones and even pulling the house down, reveal about the thoroughness and seriousness with 
which God deals with defilement?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

After the leper, the law turns to an unexpected subject, a house with a spreading plague in its 
walls (14:33–53). A greenish or reddish growth, likely a corrosive mold or fungus, appears in the 
stones. The priest is called. The house is shut up seven days and inspected. If the plague 
spreads, the affected stones are torn out and carried outside the city to an unclean place, and 
the house is scraped within.

And if even that does not stop it? Then the house itself is pulled down, stone by stone, timber by 
timber, and all of it carried outside the city (14:45). God will not allow the defilement to remain 
and spread, even at the cost of the whole house. The thoroughness is breathtaking. Better to 
lose a house than to let the plague take root.

This teaches us how seriously God treats defilement. It is never to be managed, negotiated with, 
or partially addressed. It is to be removed entirely, even when removal is costly. The same God 
who provided so gracious a way back for the leper provides so radical a remedy for the 
spreading plague, because grace and seriousness about defilement are not opposites in His 
character. They are partners.

Jesus speaks in exactly this register about sin. If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. If your 
eye causes you to sin, pluck it out (Mark 9:43–47). The hyperbole carries the same logic as the 
torn-down house. Sin that is allowed to remain will spread, and it is better to suffer drastic loss 
now than to let it consume the whole.

So when we read of stones torn out and houses demolished, we are not reading quaint 
sanitation code. We are reading a parable of how God deals with sin and how He calls us to deal 
with it. Thoroughly. Radically. To the root.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God’s dealing with the house plague reveals His refusal to tolerate spreading defilement.



 The willingness to demolish the whole house shows that holiness can be costly and must be 
thorough.

 Jesus applies the same radical logic to sin in the believer’s life (Mark 9:43–47).
 These laws are not binding ceremony for Christians, but they instruct us about the nature of 

sin (Romans 15:4).
 Defilement left unaddressed spreads; partial measures fail.

Discussion Prompts

 What does the torn-down house teach us about half-measures with sin?
 Where might God be calling for radical rather than gradual action in our lives?
 Why does God treat the spread of defilement so seriously?

Question 6

Student Question:

Where in your life have you been tempted to scrape the surface of a sin or problem rather than 
dealing with it thoroughly, and what has that cost you?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The house that had to be pulled down is a sobering picture, because so often we are content to 
scrape the surface. We treat the visible spot, repaint the wall, and hope the rot underneath 
stays quiet. We address the symptom of a sin and leave its source untouched.

The temptation to do this is enormous, because dealing thoroughly with sin is costly. It may 
mean ending a relationship, changing a job, confessing something humiliating, or surrendering a 
habit we have grown to love. Tearing out the stones hurts. Pulling down the house feels like too 
much. So we scrape and we hope.

But the passage is honest about what happens when the plague is not removed. It spreads. The 
thing we would not deal with fully grows until it claims far more than we ever meant to give it. 
The cost of thoroughness up front is almost always less than the cost of letting the rot run.

This question asks the student to look honestly at a place where surface-scraping has become a 
pattern, and to count the cost it has quietly extracted. Often naming that cost is what finally 
moves us to tear out the stones. The God who pulled down houses to save His people from 
defilement loves us too much to let us live in a rotting one.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Surface-level repentance leaves the root untouched and lets sin spread.
 Thorough dealing with sin is costly but less costly than letting it run.
 Honest reckoning with the cost of a sin often motivates real change.
 God’s call to radical holiness flows from His love, not His severity alone.



Discussion Prompts

 Where have you scraped the surface of a problem rather than tearing out the stones?
 What has that half-measure quietly cost you over time?
 What would thorough, root-level action look like, and what makes it hard?

Question 7

Student Question:

Chapter 15 brings holiness into the most private and bodily areas of life. What does it teach us 
that God’s concern for cleanness extends even into the hidden and ordinary corners of a person’s 
daily existence?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Leviticus 15 is not the chapter most of us would choose to teach. It deals with bodily discharges, 
both abnormal and normal, in men and women. Yet here it is in the inspired Word, and its 
placement is no accident. Having dealt with disease on the skin and plague in the walls, God 
now addresses uncleanness in the most private functions of the body.

The lesson is that holiness leaves nothing out. There is no zone of life so private, so bodily, so 
ordinary that God’s concern for cleanness does not reach it. The Israelite could not partition his 
life into a public sphere where God’s standards applied and a private sphere where they did not. 
The God who dwelt in the midst of the camp (15:31) cared about the bedroom and the sickbed 
as truly as the altar.

Notice the stated reason at the end of the chapter, that the people not die in their uncleanness 
by defiling the tabernacle that is in their midst (15:31). The whole point is that God lives among 
them. His presence makes everything matter. A holy God in the midst of a people means that 
even the most hidden parts of their lives are touched by His holiness.

We are not bound by these specific regulations, for the ceremonial law has passed (Colossians 
2:16–17). But the principle abides and even deepens under the New Covenant. Our bodies are 
now temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19), so the call to honor God in the body, in its 
most private uses, is if anything more direct for us than for Israel.

So chapter 15 quietly dismantles the lie that some corners of life are off-limits to God. The 
married bed, the body’s functions, the hidden routines, all of it lives in the presence of a holy 
God. That is not a burden. It is a dignity. Nothing about us is beneath His notice or beyond His 
care.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Holiness reaches into the most private and bodily areas of life; no zone is exempt.



 The reason given is God’s dwelling in the midst of His people (15:31); His presence makes 
everything matter.

 These specific regulations are not binding on Christians (Colossians 2:16–17), but the 
principle of bodily holiness abides.

 Under the New Covenant the body is a temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19–20), 
deepening the call.

 Chapter 15 refutes the false division between a public life that answers to God and a private 
life that does not.

Discussion Prompts

 Why do you think God included regulations about the most private bodily matters?
 How does the reason given in 15:31, God dwelling among them, change how we read the 

whole chapter?
 What false division between public and private holiness does this chapter expose?

Question 8

Student Question:

How does knowing that no part of your life is hidden from God or beneath His concern change 
the way you live when no one else is watching?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

If holiness reaches into the most private corners of life, then the question becomes deeply 
personal. How do we live when no one is watching? Chapter 15 reminds us that God’s concern 
was never limited to the public assembly. It reached the private routines of the home and the 
body.

Many people maintain two selves, a public self that behaves and a private self that indulges. 
They are careful at church and careless at home, polished in the assembly and corrupt in the 
secret places of the phone, the imagination, the late-night hours. Leviticus 15 quietly declares 
that God sees no such division. The same holiness governs both.

This is either terrifying or freeing depending on how we receive it. To the one who wants a 
hidden zone for sin, it is unwelcome. But to the one who longs for integrity, it is wonderful 
news. There is no part of life where we are alone with our worst self. God is present, and His 
presence dignifies even our private faithfulness, the kindness no one sees, the discipline no one 
applauds.

The question invites the student to consider how the constant, caring presence of God reshapes 
the unwatched hours. Not as a hovering inspector, but as the holy One who dwells in our midst 
and is honored by our faithfulness in secret. Integrity is simply being the same person in private 
that we are in public, because the same God is present in both.



Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God’s presence makes private faithfulness matter as much as public.
 A divided life, holy in public and careless in private, contradicts the integrity God calls for.
 God’s nearness in the unwatched hours can be received as either threat or gift.
 Integrity means being the same person in secret that we are in the assembly.

Discussion Prompts

 What is the gap, if any, between your public self and your private self?
 How does God’s caring presence reshape the way you spend unwatched hours?
 What is one private area of life you want to bring fully under God’s holiness?

Question 9

Student Question:

Hebrews 9:13–14 says the blood of bulls and goats sanctified to the purifying of the flesh, but 
how much more shall the blood of Christ purge your conscience. Drawing on all of Leviticus 14–
15, explain how these ceremonial cleansings were shadows pointing to the full and final 
cleansing accomplished by the blood of Christ, and why His cleansing reaches what theirs never 
could.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Now we reach the heart of the matter, where all these shadows converge on Christ. The Hebrew 
writer makes the connection explicit. “For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an 
heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh, how much more shall the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” (Hebrews 9:13–14). The cleansings of 
Leviticus 14–15 were real, but they reached only so far. They purified the flesh. They restored a 
man to the camp. They could not touch the conscience.

That is the crucial limit. The blood of the slain bird could mark a man clean for the assembly, but 
it could not cleanse the guilt that haunts a soul. The washings of chapter 15 could restore 
ceremonial standing, but they could not wash away sin itself. These rituals were pictures, 
divinely given and genuinely effective for their purpose, yet pictures all the same, pointing 
beyond themselves to a cleansing they could not provide.

The blood of Christ reaches where theirs could not. It does not merely purify the flesh; it purges 
the conscience. It does not merely restore us to a camp; it brings us near to the living God. 
Where the leper’s cleansing had to be repeated and the discharges required washing again and 
again, Christ offered Himself once for all (Hebrews 9:14, 26). His cleansing is full and final 
because His blood is infinitely greater. The blood of bulls and goats cannot take away sins 
(Hebrews 10:4). The blood of Christ can and does (1 John 1:7).



Consider why His cleansing reaches further. The animal had no choice and no holiness of its 
own; it was simply a substitute creature. Christ, through the eternal Spirit, offered Himself 
without spot to God. He was willing, sinless, and divine. The infinite worth of the offering is what 
gives His blood its infinite reach. He can purge the conscience because He bore our sins in His 
own body, the only one who ever could.

So every element we have studied finds its meaning here. The running water that washed the 
leper points to the water and the Spirit of the new birth. The slain bird points to the cross. The 
oil points to the Spirit. The whole apparatus of cleansing was God’s long-running visual sermon, 
preparing His people to recognize and receive the One whose blood would cleanse them not for 
a week or a season but forever. When we come to Christ, we do not come to a better ritual. We 
come to the reality that all the rituals were straining toward.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Hebrews 9:13–14 expressly contrasts the lesser cleansing of animal blood with the greater 
cleansing of Christ’s blood.

 Old Covenant cleansings purified the flesh and restored ceremonial standing but could not 
purge the conscience or take away sin (Hebrews 10:4).

 Christ’s offering was once for all, willing, sinless, and divine, giving His blood infinite worth 
and reach (Hebrews 9:14, 26).

 The ceremonial cleansings were genuine shadows, effective for their purpose yet pointing 
beyond themselves to Christ (Colossians 2:16–17).

 The blood of Christ cleanses fully and finally from all sin (1 John 1:7), the reality the rituals 
foreshadowed.

 We come to Christ for cleansing through trusting, obedient faith, not by repeating Israel’s 
ceremonies.

Discussion Prompts

 Walk through Hebrews 9:13–14 and identify exactly what animal blood could and could not 
do.

 Why does the willing, sinless, divine nature of Christ’s offering give His blood greater reach 
than any sacrifice in Leviticus?

 How does seeing these chapters as shadows of Christ deepen your gratitude for His finished 
work?

Question 10

Student Question:

Looking across these two chapters, the healed leper, the cleansed house, the washings and the 
welcome home, name one specific way the Christ who touches the unclean and makes them 
whole is forming you to both receive His cleansing and extend His welcome to others.



Commentary and Teaching Notes

We end where the chapters point, at the feet of the Christ who touches the unclean. In Mark 1, 
a leper falls before Jesus and says, “If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.” And Jesus, moved 
with compassion, does the unthinkable. He puts forth His hand and touches him, and says, “I 
will; be thou clean” (Mark 1:40–42). Under the Levitical system, touching a leper made the 
toucher unclean. But when Jesus touched the leper, the man was made clean. The flow ran the 
other way. Holiness proved stronger than defilement.

That is the gospel in a gesture. The Christ who fulfills Leviticus does not stand at a safe distance 
issuing cleansing from afar. He reaches into our uncleanness, takes hold of us, and makes us 
whole. He is the priest who goes outside the camp and the sacrifice whose blood sets the 
marked one free, all at once.

And He is forming us to be like Him. Having received His touch, we are sent to extend His 
welcome. The cleansed do not pull away from the unclean; they reach out, because they 
remember the hand that reached for them. This is the capstone of the whole study, that Christ 
both cleanses us and teaches us to welcome others.

So this final question asks the student to name one specific way Christ is forming them through 
these chapters, both to receive His cleansing more fully and to extend His welcome more freely. 
Perhaps it is letting Him touch a shame we have hidden. Perhaps it is reaching out to someone 
the rest of the world keeps outside the camp. The Christ who said “be thou clean” is still at 
work, making clean people who make room.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Jesus reverses the flow of contamination; His holiness cleanses rather than His being defiled 
(Mark 1:40–42).

 Christ fulfills both the priest who restores and the sacrifice whose blood frees.
 Having received His touch, the cleansed are formed to extend His welcome to others.
 The capstone unites receiving cleansing and giving welcome, the double work of grace in us.

Discussion Prompts

 What strikes you most about Jesus touching the leper rather than keeping His distance?
 Is there a hidden shame you need to let Christ touch and cleanse?
 Name one specific person or group you sense Christ forming you to welcome rather than 

keep outside.


