The Book of Job

Lesson 14: The Lord Answers Out of the Whirlwind -- Job 38:1-40:2

For thirty-seven chapters Job has been begging God to speak. He has filed his complaint,
demanded a hearing, longed for an umpire to stand between them, and cried out that if only the
Almighty would answer him he would carry his case to the very throne and fill his mouth with
arguments. And now, at last, the silence breaks. But it does not break gently. The Lord answered
Job out of the whirlwind. Not from a quiet garden, not in a still small whisper, but from the heart
of the storm Elihu had been describing, the wind rises and a Voice comes out of it. Imagine
standing on the ash heap when the sky goes black and the thunder gathers and the One you
have been summoning finally arrives, not as a defendant but as the Maker of heaven and earth.

And here is the surprise that has stunned readers for thousands of years. God does not explain.
He never tells Job about the wager in the heavenly council, never mentions the satan, never
offers the one thing Job has been craving, a reason. Instead He begins to ask questions, question
after question after question, sixty and more of them, and every one of them lifts Job's eyes off
his own pain and up toward the vast and wild and wonderful world. Where were you when I laid
the foundations of the earth? Have you commanded the morning since your days began? Have
you entered into the springs of the sea? Have you walked in the search of the depth? It is the
strangest answer to suffering ever given, and yet it is the answer that finally brings Job peace.

Listen to what God parades before him. The cornerstone of the earth laid while the morning
stars sang together. The sea bursting forth like a newborn, wrapped in clouds for swaddling
bands, told this far and no farther. The dawn taking hold of the edges of the earth each morning
to shake the wicked out of it. The storehouses of the snow and the hail, the father of the rain,
the womb of the ice, the bands of Orion and the sweet influences of the Pleiades. And then a
whole menagerie of creatures God feeds and frees and watches over: the lion crouching in her
den, the raven’s young crying to God, the wild goats giving birth on the cliffs, the wild donkey
who scorns the city, the ostrich who forgets her eggs yet outruns the horse, the horse who
laughs at fear and rushes into battle, the hawk who soars by God’s wisdom, the eagle who builds
her nest on the crag. This is not a lecture. It is a tour of glory.

So come and stand with Job in the wind. We are at one of the two great summits of this book,
and the air up here is thin and bright. As you read, do not rush past the wonder looking for the
moral. Let the questions wash over you the way they washed over Job. Let yourself feel small,
not crushed but rightly sized, a creature before the Creator. For this is the medicine God has
chosen, not an explanation that would satisfy the mind for an afternoon, but a vision of Himself
that can hold the heart for a lifetime. By the time the Voice asks, Shall he that contends with the
Almighty instruct Him? we will understand why Job is about to lay his hand upon his mouth.



Group Discussion: God answers Job’s demand for an explanation not with reasons but with a
tour of creation, from the foundations of the earth to the wild donkey and the eagle. As a class,
why do you think a glimpse of God’s power and wisdom as Creator can bring more peace to a
suffering heart than a tidy explanation ever could?

Personal Reflection: Think of a question you have been pressing on God, a why that has gone
unanswered. As you read God's questions back to Job, where do you sense Him inviting you to
trade your need to understand for a deeper trust in who He is?

Read Job 38:1-40:2

Study Questions

1. When God finally speaks in Job 38:1-7, He begins with the foundations of the earth rather
than with answers to Job’s questions. What does this reveal about who God is and how He
relates to His creation?

2. God asks Job, Where were you when | laid the foundations of the earth (Job 38:4)? When
you honestly measure your own knowledge against God's, where are you tempted to think
you understand more than you really do?

3. InJob 38:8-11 God describes setting boundaries for the sea, saying, Hitherto shalt thou
come, but no further. What does His command over the raging waters teach us about His
power to govern even the chaotic and threatening parts of His creation?

4. God reminds Job that He commands the morning and makes the dawn take hold of the
earth (Job 38:12-15). Where do you need to trust that God is still faithfully governing the
ordinary rhythms of your life, even the parts that feel out of your control?



Throughout Job 38 God points to the snow, the rain, the stars, the lightning, things no
human hand controls. What does this catalog of wonders teach us about the gap between
the Creator and His creatures?

God lingers over creatures that are useless to humans, the wild donkey, the ostrich, the wild
goats on the cliffs. How does it change your heart to know God delights in and cares for
things that have nothing to do with serving you?

In Job 38:39-39:30 God feeds the lion’s cubs, hears the raven’s young, and watches over the
wild animals no shepherd tends. What does His care for the untamed creation reveal about
His attentiveness and provision?

God describes the war horse who laughs at fear and the eagle who nests on the high crag
(Job 39:19-30). Where is God inviting you to a deeper, more reverent awe of Him in place of
your anxious need to figure everything out?

God never explains why Job has suffered; instead He unveils His unsearchable wisdom and
power as the Creator and Sustainer of all things, and then asks, Shall he that contends with
the Almighty instruct Him (Job 40:1-2)? How does trusting the God who governs the entire
cosmos, even when He does not explain Himself to us, become the path to real peace?



10. Looking across the whole whirlwind speech, from the morning stars singing to the eagle on
the crag, name one specific way Jesus is teaching you to bow before God'’s greatness and
rest in His wisdom rather than demand an explanation.

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: Romans 11:33-36, the unsearchable depth of God's wisdom and the
One from whom and through whom and to whom are all things; Isaiah 40:12-28, the Creator
who measures the waters in His hand and never grows weary, set before a weary people; Psalm
104, a hymn of praise to the God who feeds the lions, makes springs gush, and clothes the earth,
echoing Job's tour of creation; Colossians 1:16-17, the Son in whom all things were created and
in whom all things hold together.
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