The Book of Job

Lesson 12: Job Remembers and Maintains His Integrity -- Job 29:1-31:40

Close your eyes and picture an old man sitting in the ashes, his skin scabbed and his eyes hollow,
but his mind drifting back to better days. He remembers the autumn of his life when it felt like
spring. “Oh, that | were as in months past,” he sighs, “when the candle of the Lord shined upon
my head.” Do you know that ache? The way memory can be both a comfort and a wound at the
same time? Job is doing what every grieving person does. He is going home in his mind, walking
again through rooms that no longer exist.

And what rooms they were. He remembers walking to the city gate, where the elders rose to
their feet and the young men stepped back in respect. He remembers the blessing of the dying
landing on his shoulders, the widow singing because he had not let her go hungry, the blind man
finding eyes in Job and the lame finding feet. “I was a father to the poor,” he says, and you can
hear the catch in his voice. This was not a man who merely avoided evil. This was a man whose
whole life leaned toward the helpless, and he misses being useful almost as much as he misses
being well.

Then the camera turns, and the contrast is brutal. The man the elders once honored is now
mocked by boys whose fathers he would not have trusted with his dogs. “They abhor me, they
flee far from me, and spare not to spit in my face.” His harp is turned to mourning. His skin is
black and falling off him. The God who once seemed to walk beside him now feels cruel and far
away. “I cry unto thee, and thou dost not hear me.” If you have ever begged heaven for a word
and gotten silence, you are standing right next to Job in chapter thirty.

And so in chapter thirty-one Job does the only thing a desperate honest man can do. He lays his
whole life open on the table, line by line, and dares God to find the rot. My eyes, my heart, my
servants, my money, my enemies, the poor at my door, the stranger in the street. “Let me be
weighed in an even balance, that God may know mine integrity.” It is the most searching self-
examination in the Old Testament, and it raises the question that should make every one of us
lean in close. What does a life of real integrity actually look like, and is even the best of it
enough to stand before a holy God? Open your Bible, and let us walk through it with Job.

Group Discussion: Job lists out the concrete ways he lived with integrity, from how he treated
the poor to what he allowed his eyes to look at. If our church family had to weigh us “in an even
balance” the way Job invites God to weigh him, in what areas would the test feel comfortable,
and in what areas would it make us nervous?

Personal Reflection: Job remembers “months past” when he felt close to God and useful to
others. Take a moment to remember your own season like that. What were you doing then that
you have quietly let slip, and what is one step back toward it you could take this week?



Read Job 29:1-31:40

Study Questions

1.

In chapter 29 Job repeatedly says God was the source of his good days, “when his candle
shined upon my head” and “when the Almighty was yet with me.” What does this teach us
about how a godly person understands his blessings and his usefulness?

Job grieves the loss of being needed, the poor, the widow, the blind, and the lame who once
leaned on him. Whom has God put within your reach to lean on you right now, and are you
actually being there for them?

Chapter 30 records Job’s raw complaint that God will not answer him: “I cry unto thee, and
thou dost not hear me.” What does Scripture teach us about God'’s silence in suffering, and
how is honest lament different from rebellion against God?

Job’s mourning turned his harp to weeping and his life inside out. When sorrow presses on
you, where do you honestly take it first, and what would it look like to bring it to God as
openly as Job did?

Job opens chapter 31 with his eyes: “| made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should |
think upon a maid?” What does this verse reveal about the path of sexual sin and about
God'’s design for purity that starts in the heart?



10.

Job did not just avoid lust, he made a binding agreement with himself before temptation
ever arrived. What specific “covenant with your eyes” do you need to make for the screens,
situations, or relationships you face this week?

Throughout chapter 31 Job describes justice to his servants, generosity to the poor, and
honesty in business, knowing God “did number all my steps.” What does this list show us
about what God values in a truly righteous life, beyond mere outward religion?

Job says he would not rejoice when his enemy stumbled or hide his sin like Adam. Which of
Job’s tests, secret sin, gloating over an enemy’s fall, or trusting in wealth, exposes
something in your own heart that needs to come to the light?

Job offers a sweeping oath of innocence and longs to be weighed in God’s balance, yet God
will soon humble him without ever charging him with these crimes. What does this passage
teach us about the difference between genuine integrity and self-righteousness, and about
the limits of even the best human life before a holy God?

Looking back across these three chapters, Job’s longed-for “daysman” in earlier chapters
and his cry for someone to answer for him point ahead to Christ. Name one specific way the
Lord Jesus is using Job’s example, and Job’s need, to form integrity in you that runs all the
way down.

Digging Deeper



Reflect on these passages: Job 9:32-33, Job’s earlier cry for a daysman or mediator between
him and God; Matthew 5:27-30, Jesus traces adultery and lust back to the heart and the eye,
echoing Job 31:1; James 1:27, pure religion defined as caring for orphans and widows and
keeping oneself unspotted, the very life Job describes; Romans 3:23, all have sinned and fall
short, which sets the limit on even Job’s integrity; 1 Timothy 2:5, the one mediator between God
and men, the answer to Job'’s longing.
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