The Book of Job, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 11: Final Words of the Friends; Job’s Defense
Job 25:1-28:28
Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

This lesson carries the theological center of gravity for the whole book. Chapter 28 is the hinge
on which Job turns from the failed wisdom of men to the fear of the Lord, and 28:28 supplies
the definition of wisdom that the rest of Scripture will echo (Proverbs 1:7, 9:10; Psalm 111:10).
Your aim is to help students see that wisdom is not raw intelligence, accumulated information,
or even religious certainty (the friends had plenty of all three), but a reverent, obedient
relationship with the living God that produces a departure from evil. Guard against two errors in
the room: the friends’ error of using true doctrine as a club, and the modern error of imagining
wisdom can be downloaded, purchased, or reasoned out apart from God.

The spiritual formation goal is humility joined to integrity. Job models a rare combination: he
bows lower than anyone before God’s majesty (chapter 26), yet he refuses to lie about his own
life to satisfy his critics (chapter 27). Press your students toward that same backbone-and-
bowed-knee posture. We do not earn standing before God by being right, but neither do we
honor Him by confessing sins we have not committed just to keep the peace. By the end, the
class should be reaching past the silver mines of human striving toward the only One who knows
the way to wisdom, and should hear in 28:28 a summons to the fear of the Lord that ripens, in
Christ, into love and obedience (1 John 4:18).

Question 1
Student Question:

Bildad'’s final speech (Job 25:4-6) insists that no mortal can be righteous or clean before God.
What is genuinely true in that statement about God’s holiness and human frailty, and where
does Bildad misuse it?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Bildad’s third speech is so short (Job 25 runs only six verses) that many readers feel the friends
have simply exhausted themselves. After three rounds of escalating accusation, all Bildad can
manage is a recital of God’s dominion and man’s smallness. He asks, ‘How then can man be
justified with God? or how can he be clean that is born of a woman?‘ (Job 25:4), and answers by
calling man a maggot and a worm (Job 25:6).

Notice carefully what is true here. It is genuinely true that no mortal can stand righteous before
God on the strength of his own merit. The heavens themselves are not pure in His sight (Job
25:5); the New Testament will say it plainly, that all have sinned (Romans 3:23). Bildad has



stumbled onto a real and humbling fact about God’s holiness and human frailty. We should not
despise the truth simply because the wrong man is holding it.

But Bildad misuses it in two ways. First, he aims it. This is not a confession of his own smallness
before God; it is one more attempt to flatten Job, to imply that Job’s protests of innocence are
arrogant. He takes a truth meant to humble everyone and points it at one suffering man.
Second, he answers the wrong question. Job has never claimed to be sinless before God in some
absolute sense; Job has claimed he is not the secret, scandalous sinner his friends insist he must
be. Bildad’s true statement is no answer to Job’s actual case.

Here is the doctrinal care we must take. The biblical truth is that guilt comes to each person
when that person sins (Ezekiel 18:20), and that none of us can earn a righteous standing by our
own works. That is humbling and right. What Scripture does not teach, and what Bildad would
not have meant, is that a newborn comes into the world already guilty. The frailty Bildad names
is real; the proper response is not despair but the fear of the Lord and dependence on His
mercy, which is exactly where chapter 28 will land.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

* No one earns a righteous standing before God by personal merit (Romans 3:20)
e  Guiltisincurred when we ourselves sin, not inherited at birth (Ezekiel 18:20)

® True doctrine can be aimed wrongly, becoming a weapon instead of a balm

e Bildad answers a question Job never asked

e Human frailty rightly leads to dependence on God, not to despair

Discussion Prompts

e What part of Bildad’s speech is true, and what part is misapplied?
e Why is ‘man cannot be righteous before God’ a poor reply to Job’s specific complaint?
e How does the gospel answer the very frailty Bildad names?

Question 2
Student Question:

Bildad used a real truth as a weapon against a hurting friend. Where have you caught yourself
using something true to win an argument or wound a person rather than to help them?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

It is easy to read Bildad and feel superior, until we remember how often we have done the same
thing. We have all reached for a true statement in the heat of a disagreement, not to help the
other person, but to win. ‘Well, the Bible says...‘ can be the opening of genuine help or the
opening of a verbal ambush, and the difference lies in the heart behind it.



James warns us that the tongue is set on fire, and that with the same mouth we bless God and
curse people made in His image (James 3:6-10). The friends used theology as ammunition. We
can do the same with a true verse, a correct fact about someone’s failure, or an accurate
observation that we share at the worst possible moment for the cruelest possible effect.

The test is simple and searching: am | speaking this truth to build the person up, or to put them
down? Paul tells us to speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15), and the love is not optional
decoration on the truth. Love is the only way truth heals rather than wounds. A scalpel and a
knife-attack use the same blade; intent and skill make all the difference.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Truth spoken without love wounds rather than heals (Ephesians 4:15)
* The same tongue can bless and curse (James 3:9-10)

e Self-examination: am | speaking to help or to win?

¢ Timing and tone are part of telling the truth rightly

Discussion Prompts

¢ Recall a time someone used a true statement to hurt you. How did it feel?
*  How can you tell, in the moment, whether you are helping or winning?
e What would change if you asked ‘will this build them up?‘ before speaking?

Question 3
Student Question:

In Job 26:7-14 Job describes God hanging the earth on nothing, binding up the waters in clouds,
and stilling the sea. What do these images teach us about the kind of God we are dealing with,
and how should that shape the way we speak about Him?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Job answers Bildad by going higher, not lower. In Job 26:7 he says God ‘stretcheth out the north
over the empty place, and hangeth the earth upon nothing.‘ That is a stunning line for an
ancient man to write; the earth suspended on nothing, held by the word of God’s power. Job
sees clouds that carry water without bursting (Job 26:8), the horizon that bounds light and
darkness (Job 26:10), pillars of heaven that tremble at His rebuke (Job 26:11).

Then comes the humbling climax: ‘Lo, these are parts of his ways: but how little a portion is
heard of him? but the thunder of his power who can understand?‘ (Job 26:14). Everything Job
has just described, the whole majestic sweep of creation, is only the faint edge of God, only a
whisper. The thunder of His full power is beyond comprehension.

This is the right way to speak of God. Job does not domesticate the Almighty into a vending
machine that dispenses rewards for good behavior, which was the friends’ theology. He stands



in awe of a God whose ways are past finding out (Romans 11:33). When we truly grasp the size
of God, two things happen at once: we grow quieter in our accusations, and we grow steadier in
our trust. A God who hangs the earth on nothing can certainly hold a suffering saint.

For the teacher, this is a chance to recover wonder. Much of our spiritual flatness comes from a
God grown too small and too familiar. Job’s poem reintroduces us to the Majesty we worship,
and reverence is the soil in which wisdom grows (Job 28:28).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

® God’s power over creation is only the faint edge of who He is (Job 26:14)
® Right speech about God is marked by awe, not by control

¢ A God this great can be trusted with our suffering

e Reverence is the soil in which wisdom grows

¢ Wonder is medicine for a faith gone flat

Discussion Prompts

¢ Which image in Job 26 most enlarges your view of God?
e How does a bigger view of God quiet our complaints?
¢ Where has your picture of God grown too small lately?

Question 4
Student Question:

Job said he refuses to gaze at God’s greatness from a distance only; he wants to know Him.
When you consider the vastness of God’s power over creation, does it drive you to worship, to
fear, to comfort, or to indifference, and why?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Job is not content to admire God from a safe distance; his whole anguish is that he wants to
come near and cannot find the door (recall Job 23:3, ‘Oh that | knew where | might find him!).
The vastness of God can produce very different reactions in us, and this question invites honest
self-examination about which reaction is ours.

For some, God’s greatness produces worship; the heart lifts and sings. For others it produces
fear, even dread, a sense of being small and exposed. For others it brings deep comfort, the
relief of knowing Someone strong enough is in charge. And for far too many of us, the honest
answer is indifference; we nod at God'’s vastness and go back to our phones.

The aim is not to manufacture a feeling but to let the truth land. The same infinite power that
flung the stars into space numbers the hairs of your head (Matthew 10:30). The God too great to
comprehend stooped to become a man and die for you. When that double truth grips a person,



indifference becomes almost impossible, and worship, fear, and comfort braid together into one
response.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e God’'s greatness can stir worship, fear, comfort, or indifference

¢ |ndifference is the most dangerous response of all

¢ The God who hangs the earth on nothing also numbers your hairs (Matthew 10:30)
e Reverence and intimacy belong together, not in tension

Discussion Prompts

e Which response to God's vastness is most natural for you?
e What feeds indifference, and how can you starve it?
e How does Jesus hold God's greatness and nearness together?

Question 5
Student Question:

Job declares, ‘Till I die | will not remove mine integrity from me; my righteousness | hold fast’ (Job
27:5-6). How is Job’s refusal to lie about himself different from the self-righteousness his friends
accuse him of, and what does true integrity require of us?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Job’s oath in Job 27:5-6 is the backbone of the book: ‘God forbid that | should justify you: till |
die | will not remove mine integrity from me. My righteousness | hold fast, and will not let it go."
He will not agree with his friends just to end the fight. He will not confess to crimes he did not
commit. To do so would be to lie about both himself and God.

This is the crucial distinction the class must grasp. Job is not claiming sinless perfection; he is
refusing to accept a false diagnosis. His friends say his suffering proves hidden, scandalous sin.
Job says, truthfully, that it does not. Holding fast his integrity means refusing to bear false
witness against himself. That is honesty, not arrogance.

Yet we must also notice, gently, that Job is not yet finished. He still needs to meet God in
chapters 38 through 42, and when he does, he will say, ‘I have heard of thee by the hearing of
the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore | abhor myself, and repent’ (Job 42:5-6).
Integrity is real and good, but it is not the same as being beyond all need of God's correction.
True integrity includes the humility to be taught.

For us, the lesson is that honesty about ourselves runs in both directions. We must not confess
sins we have not committed merely to please others, and we must not deny sins we have
committed merely to protect our pride. Integrity is telling the truth about our lives before God,
who sees it all anyway (Hebrews 4:13).



Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

* Job refuses to confess sins he did not commit (Job 27:4-6)

¢ Holding fast integrity is honesty, not self-righteousness

e Jobis right about the friends yet still needs to meet God (Job 42:5-6)

¢ True integrity includes humility to be corrected

* Honesty about ourselves runs in both directions before God (Hebrews 4:13)

Discussion Prompts

e How is refusing a false confession different from pride?
*  Why does Job still need chapters 38-427?
¢  Where do you need honesty about yourself in either direction?

Question 6
Student Question:

Job would not purchase peace by confessing sins he had not committed. Is there a place where
you are tempted to say what people want to hear instead of telling the truth, and what is that
costing your integrity?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Job’s refusal to lie for the sake of peace is convicting, because most of us bend the truth to keep
things smooth far more often than we admit. We tell people what they want to hear. We soften
a hard answer into a misleading one. We let a false impression stand because correcting it
would cost us.

There is a counterfeit peace that is really just cowardice wearing a friendly face. Job would not
buy it. He valued truth before God more than comfort before men, and that is precisely what
made him a man of integrity. Proverbs says, ‘A righteous man hateth lying’ (Proverbs 13:5), and
the cost of that hatred is sometimes a harder conversation.

The self-examination here is pointed. Where are you saying what people want to hear? Is it at
work, where honesty might cost you favor? At home, where the truth might start a fight? In the
church, where you go along to avoid being the difficult one? Count the cost of those small
surrenders, because integrity is built or lost in exactly such moments.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e There is a false peace that is really cowardice

¢ The righteous hate lying, even costly truth (Proverbs 13:5)
® |Integrity is forged in small, daily choices

e Saying what people want to hear erodes the soul quietly



Discussion Prompts

e Where are you most tempted to say what people want to hear?
¢ What does that small surrender cost you over time?
e What hard, honest conversation have you been avoiding?

Question 7
Student Question:

Job 28:1-11 pictures men tunneling, blasting, and damming rivers to find silver, gold, and gems.
What is the poem teaching by contrasting all this human ingenuity with the search for wisdom?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Chapter 28 opens with a vivid picture of human mining (Job 28:1-11). Men have learned to find
the vein of silver and the place for gold. They cut shafts far from human dwellings, dangle and
swing in the dark, overturn mountains by the roots, dam up rivers, and bring hidden things to
light. It is a portrait of human ingenuity at its most impressive; there is almost nothing buried
that clever, determined people cannot dig up.

Then the poem pivots with a question that hangs in the air: ‘But where shall wisdom be found?
and where is the place of understanding?‘ (Job 28:12). For all our brilliance at extracting
treasure from the earth, wisdom is the one treasure we cannot mine. ‘Man knoweth not the
price thereof; neither is it found in the land of the living’ (Job 28:13).

The contrast is the whole point. We are remarkably good at technical mastery; we split atoms,
map genomes, and tunnel through mountains. None of it produces wisdom. A civilization can be
dazzlingly capable and profoundly foolish at the same time. Job 28 humbles the proud
confidence that human capability will eventually yield every answer.

This speaks directly to our age. We have more information than any generation in history and
are not visibly wiser for it. The chapter quietly tells us why: wisdom is not down in the earth
waiting to be extracted by effort. It comes from somewhere else, from Someone else, as the rest
of the poem will show.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Human ingenuity can extract almost any earthly treasure (Job 28:1-11)
e Wisdom is the one treasure that cannot be mined (Job 28:12-13)

® Technical mastery is not the same as wisdom

¢ Aninformation-rich age can still be wisdom-poor

e Pride in human capability is gently humbled

Discussion Prompts



¢  Why can we mine gold but not wisdom?
e Where do you see great capability paired with great foolishness?
e What does our information age lack that Job 28 names?

Question 8
Student Question:

Job 28 asks repeatedly, ‘Where shall wisdom be found?‘ Where have you personally been looking
for wisdom (experts, the internet, your own reasoning, success), and how has that search
measured up?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Job 28 keeps asking the question, and it presses on us: where have you actually been looking for
wisdom? The chapter says the deep, the sea, gold, and precious stones cannot supply it (Job
28:14-19). We have our own modern mines: the latest expert, the search bar, our own gut
instinct, the example of successful people.

None of those is worthless, but none of them is the source. An expert can be brilliant and
wrong. The internet will confidently tell you anything. Your gut feels certain even when it is
mistaken. Success teaches some lessons and hides others. Each is a shaft we dig, hoping to strike
wisdom, and each comes up short of the real vein.

The honest exercise is to name your default mine. When you face a hard decision, where does
your mind go first? For most of us it is not to God. We consult everything else and pray as a last
resort. Job 28 invites us to reverse that order, to seek first the One who alone knows the way to
wisdom (Job 28:23).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

® Experts, the internet, instinct, and success are all insufficient sources
e Each modern ‘mine’ comes up short of true wisdom

®  Most of us consult God last instead of first

¢ Naming your default source exposes where your trust really lies

Discussion Prompts

¢ Where does your mind go first when facing a hard decision?
¢ Which ‘mine’ have you trusted that came up empty?
¢  What would it look like to seek God first instead of last?

Question 9

Student Question:



Job 28:28 says, ‘the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding.
What does it mean to fear the Lord, why is this the hinge of the entire book of Job, and where is
real wisdom finally found?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Here is the heaviest doctrine in the lesson and arguably the hinge of the entire book. After
establishing that wisdom cannot be mined or bought, Job 28 declares that God alone
understands the way to it: ‘God understandeth the way thereof, and he knoweth the place
thereof’ (Job 28:23). And then the conclusion, the definition the whole book has been driving
toward: ‘And unto man he said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from
evil is understanding’ (Job 28:28).

What does it mean to fear the Lord? Not cringing terror, but reverent awe; a settled recognition
of who God is and who we are, that bows the heart and bends the will. It is the response of a
creature who has truly seen the Majesty of chapter 26. And notice the second half: this fear is
not mere feeling, it produces action, ‘to depart from evil.‘ Reverence that does not change how
you live is not the fear of the Lord at all. As Proverbs puts it, the fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom (Proverbs 9:10), and it is hatred of evil (Proverbs 8:13).

Why is this the hinge of the book? Because the whole debate has been a search for wisdom. The
friends thought they had it in their neat formula of retribution. Job thought he could argue his
way to it in court. Both were digging in the wrong mine. Chapter 28 says wisdom is not a
formula to master or a case to win; it is a Person to revere and obey. Job's friends feared their
theology; Job will learn to fear God Himself when the Lord speaks from the whirlwind.

Where is real wisdom finally found? In a right relationship with God that bows in reverence and
walks in obedience. And the New Testament shows us this wisdom with a face. Christ ‘is made
unto us wisdom from God’ (1 Corinthians 1:30); in Him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom
and knowledge (Colossians 2:3). The treasure Job 28 said could not be mined was given freely in
the gospel. To fear God and depart from evil now means to come to Christ, in whom reverence
ripens into love and love casts out cringing fear (1 John 4:18).

Teach this verse as the load-bearing wall of Job. Everything before it has been the failed search;
everything after it (the whirlwind, the repentance, the restoration) flows from it. A student who
leaves this lesson with Job 28:28 written on the heart has the key to the whole book.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

® God alone knows the way to wisdom (Job 28:23)

¢ The fear of the Lord is reverent awe that bows the heart and bends the will

¢ True fear of God produces departure from evil; reverence that does not change life is
counterfeit

¢ Wisdom is not a formula to master or a case to win but a Person to revere and obey



e  Christ is made unto us wisdom from God (1 Corinthians 1:30; Colossians 2:3)
e This verse is the hinge of the entire book of Job
e In Christ, reverent fear ripens into love (1 John 4:18)

Discussion Prompts

¢ How would you explain ‘the fear of the Lord’ to a child?
¢  Why must true reverence change how we live?
¢ How is Christ the wisdom that Job 28 said could not be mined?

Question 10
Student Question:

Looking across Job 25-28, name one specific way the Lord Jesus, who became wisdom for us (1
Corinthians 1:30), is teaching you to fear God and depart from evil this week.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Pull the threads of chapters 25 through 28 together and the picture is clear: human wisdom runs
out (the friends fall silent), human striving cannot reach wisdom (the mining poem), and the
only way to true wisdom is to fear God and depart from evil. The capstone question asks you to
make that personal and to see it fulfilled in Christ.

Paul says Christ ‘is made unto us wisdom from God’ (1 Corinthians 1:30). Everything Job longed
for, a mediator, an answer, the very wisdom that could not be mined, is given to us in Jesus. To
fear God and depart from evil now has a name and a face. We follow the One in whom all the
treasures of wisdom are hidden (Colossians 2:3).

So name the specific work. Maybe Christ is teaching you to revere God instead of treating Him
casually. Maybe He is leading you to depart from a particular evil you have tolerated. Maybe He
is replacing your frantic search for answers with quiet trust. Whatever it is, name one real thing
this week, and let Job 28:28 stop being a verse you admire and start being a path you walk.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Christ is the wisdom Job 28 said could not be mined (1 Corinthians 1:30)
¢ Fearing God and departing from evil now means following Jesus

e All treasures of wisdom are hidden in Christ (Colossians 2:3)

¢ Transformation must be named specifically to be pursued

Discussion Prompts

e What one evil is Christ leading you to depart from this week?
* How is Jesus teaching you to revere God more truly?
*  Where can quiet trust replace your frantic search for answers?



