
The Book of Job
Lesson 10: The Third Round and Job’s Reply -- Job 22:1–24:25

Picture the worn ground in front of Job’s heap of ashes, where three friends have sat so long the 
dust has settled into the creases of their robes. The conversation has gone round and round like 
men walking a circle they cannot leave. And now Eliphaz, the eldest, the one who began so 
gently back in chapter 4, opens his mouth a third time. You lean in, hoping age has brought him 
mercy. Instead, his voice has hardened. He has run out of theory, so he reaches for invention.

Listen to what he does in chapter 22. He stops arguing about suffering in general and starts 
naming crimes Job never committed. You have stripped the naked of their clothing, he says. You 
sent widows away empty and crushed the arms of the fatherless. None of it is true. Eliphaz has 
no evidence, only a system, and when the facts will not fit the system, he manufactures the 
facts. It is a chilling thing to watch a religious man do, and it is closer to home than we like to 
admit.

Then Job answers, and the whole tone changes, because Job is no longer really talking to his 
friends. He lifts his eyes past them. Oh, that I knew where I might find him, that I might come 
even to his seat. Here is a man in agony who wants nothing more than an audience with God, 
not to flee Him but to find Him, to lay his case before the One he still trusts. And out of that 
longing comes one of the most luminous lines in all of Scripture: when he has tried me, I shall 
come forth as gold.

In chapter 24 Job lets the hard question breathe out loud. Why are times not kept by the 
Almighty, and why do those who know Him never see His days? The wicked move boundary 
stones, rob the poor, prey on widows, and the sky does not fall on them. Job will not pretend 
the world looks tidy. This lesson invites you to sit in that honesty, to feel both the danger of false 
accusation and the deep, stubborn faith of a man who keeps reaching for a God who seems, for 
now, to be hidden.

Group Discussion: When Eliphaz could not fit the facts to his theology, he changed the facts and 
invented sins for Job. Where do we see this same impulse, the willingness to assume the worst 
about a suffering brother or sister so our framework stays intact, and what would it look like to 
repent of it?

Personal Reflection: Job said, when he has tried me, I shall come forth as gold. Think of one fire 
you are walking through right now. Are you living as though God is refining you in it, or as 
though He has abandoned you to it?

Read Job 22:1–24:25

Study Questions



1. What does Eliphaz’s move from general accusation to inventing specific sins (22:5–9) reveal 
about how a wrong framework can corrupt even a sincere, religious person?

2. Eliphaz charged Job with sins Job never committed. When have you been tempted to read 
the worst into someone’s hardship, and what did that say about your own heart?

3. In 22:21–30 Eliphaz preaches a genuinely beautiful call to acquaint yourself with God and be 
at peace. Why is even true-sounding counsel harmful when it is built on a false diagnosis?

4. Job longed to find God and lay his case before Him (23:3–5). When you are in pain, is your 
instinct to run toward God with your questions or to drift away from Him in silence?

5. What does Job mean when he says, when he has tried me, I shall come forth as gold (23:10), 
and what does this teach us about the purpose God can work through suffering?

6. Job confessed that he had treasured God’s words more than his necessary food (23:12). 
Honestly, where does God’s word rank against your daily appetites and comforts?



7. In 23:8–9 Job says he goes forward, backward, left, and right, and cannot perceive God. 
What does this passage teach about the experience of God seeming hidden even to a 
faithful believer?

8. Job refused to let go of God’s commands even when he could not feel God’s presence 
(23:11–12). What is one command you are tempted to loosen your grip on when God feels 
far away?

9. In chapter 24 Job stares straight at the prosperity of the wicked and the suffering of the 
poor and asks why God seems to delay justice. How do we hold on to faith in God’s justice 
and presence when judgment looks delayed and God seems hidden?

10. Looking back across this whole passage, Job longing for God, trusting the fire, clinging to the 
word, and wrestling with delayed justice, name one specific way the Lord Jesus is forming 
you to walk by faith when you cannot see Him.

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: Romans 8:28, God works all things together for good for those who 
love Him, even the fires; 1 Peter 1:6–7, trials test faith more precious than gold so that it is 
found to praise at the revealing of Jesus Christ; Psalm 73:1–17, Asaph’s struggle with the 
prosperity of the wicked until he entered the sanctuary; Hebrews 12:5–11, the discipline of the 
Lord yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those trained by it; Romans 12:19, vengeance 
belongs to God, who will repay in His time
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