The Book of Job

Lesson 8: The Second Round: Bildad, Job, and the Redeemer Hope -- Job
18:1-19:29

Picture a fire that has burned down to embers, and three men still leaning over a friend who lies
in the ash. The first round of speeches is finished, and you might hope the second round would
soften. It does not. Bildad rises again, and his patience is thinner now. He is tired of Job’s words,
tired of being treated, as he sees it, like cattle. So he reaches for the oldest sermon he knows,
the one about what happens to the wicked, and he preaches it straight into the face of a man
who has already lost everything. The light of the wicked goes out, he says. The lamp above his
tent is snuffed. His roots dry up below and his branch withers above. It is a grim and tidy little
world Bildad describes, where suffering is always a verdict and God always pays the bill on time.

Now lean in and watch Job, because something is happening in him that Bildad cannot see. The
arrows of his friends have found their mark. He says they have wronged him ten times over, that
they have run at him like an army, that even his closest people have turned away, that his own
breath is strange to his wife and his bones cling to his skin. He has been stripped of his glory like
a man whose crown is torn from his head. If you have ever felt abandoned by the very people
who were supposed to stand with you, you know this room. You know how it feels when the
comfort you needed becomes the wound you carry.

And then, out of the lowest place in the whole book, comes the highest word. Job, scraping his
sores in the ash, with no friend on his side and no end to his pain in sight, suddenly lifts his eyes
and says something he wishes were carved in rock forever. | know that my Redeemer lives, he
says, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. After my skin has been destroyed, yet in my
flesh | shall see God. He does not understand all that those words reach toward. He cannot see
Calvary or the empty tomb from where he sits. But faith has reached out into the dark and laid
hold of a living Redeemer, and Job will not let go.

That is the heartbeat of this lesson. Bildad gives us the cold comfort of a system that has all the
answers and none of the love. Job gives us the costly faith of a man who has lost the answers
and found, instead, a Person. In these two chapters you will hear what despair sounds like when
it is honest, and you will hear what hope sounds like when it is forged in fire. And if you listen
closely, you will catch the first far-off note of a song the whole Bible will one day sing in full, the
song of a Redeemer who lives, who stands upon the earth, and who has opened the grave so
that we, in our own flesh, will see God.

Group Discussion: Bildad answers Job’s pain with a polished speech about the doom of the
wicked, while Job answers his despair by reaching for a living Redeemer. As a group, what is the
difference between offering a suffering person correct information and offering them genuine
hope, and why do we so often reach for the first when the second is what they need?



Personal Reflection: Job says even his closest people drew back from him when he needed
them most (19:13-19). Think of a time you needed others to stand with you in suffering. How
did their presence or their absence shape your faith, and what does that teach you about how
to be present for someone hurting right now?

Read Job 18:1-19:29

Study Questions

1. In Bildad’s second speech (18:5-21), how does he describe the fate of the wicked, and what
does his rigid view reveal about the kind of God he believes in and the way he reads all
suffering as proof of guilt?

2. Bildad grows impatient and insulted before he even tries to understand Job (18:1-4). Where
are you tempted to defend your own system or reputation instead of truly listening to
someone who is hurting?

3. Job says God has wronged him and closed His net around him (19:6-12). What does it tell us
about honest faith that Job can speak this bluntly to God and about God, and still not
abandon Him?

4. Job describes being abandoned by family, servants, and even his wife (19:13-19). When you
have felt forgotten by the people closest to you, where did you take that loneliness, and
where does this passage say it should be taken?

5. Job pleads, Have pity on me, have pity on me, O you my friends (19:21-22). What does this
reveal about what a suffering person actually needs from others, and how does it expose
the failure of the comfort his friends offered?



6.

10.

Job longs for his words to be recorded forever, engraved in rock (19:23-24). What is the
deepest thing you long for someone to know about your faith, and would it be the cry of a
heart that still trusts God in the dark?

Bildad insists the wicked have no offspring and no remembrance (18:17-19), yet Job reaches
past death itself for vindication. How does the whole exchange expose the limits of a faith
that can only see rewards and punishments in this life?

Job says he will see God for himself, with his own eyes, and his heart faints within him at the
thought (19:27). When you imagine one day seeing God face to face, what stirs in you,
longing, fear, joy, or all of them, and what does that reveal about your walk with Him now?

In the lowest moment of the book Job declares, | know that my Redeemer lives, and at the
last he will stand upon the earth, and in my flesh | shall see God (19:25-27). What does Job’s
confidence in a living Redeemer and a bodily seeing of God reach toward, how is that hope
fully answered in the resurrection of Jesus, and what does it mean that our Redeemer truly
lives?

Look back across these two chapters, from Bildad’s cold certainty to Job'’s blazing hope in a
living Redeemer. Name one specific way Jesus, our living Redeemer, is forming you through
this passage, perhaps in how you suffer, how you comfort others, or how you hold on to
hope when the answers run out.



Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: 1 Corinthians 15:20-23, Christ raised as the firstfruits guarantees the
bodily resurrection Job reached toward; Job 14:14-15, Job’s earlier question, If a man dies, shall
he live again, sets up the answer he gives here; Titus 2:13-14, Christ our Redeemer gave Himself
to redeem and purify a people for His own; John 5:28-29, Jesus promises that all in the graves
will hear His voice and come out; Ephesians 1:7, in Him we have redemption through His blood,
the very word Job reached for in the dark.
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