
The Book of Job
Lesson 7: The Second Round: Eliphaz and Job -- Job 15:1–17:16

There is a moment in every long trial when the people around you stop being gentle. The first 
round of words was careful, almost polite. Eliphaz opened the conversation back in chapter four 
with a soft touch, reminding Job that he had once strengthened weak hands and held up those 
who were stumbling. But now the gloves come off. The second round begins, and Eliphaz comes 
at Job harder, sharper, and far more personal. Watch what happens when comfort curdles into 
accusation, because it happens in hospital rooms and living rooms and funeral homes more 
often than we would like to admit.

Eliphaz is convinced he has Job figured out. In chapter fifteen he charges Job with windy talk, 
with casting off the fear of God, with letting his own mouth condemn him. He even hints that 
Job is hiding something, that some secret sin must explain all this ash and loss. He trots out the 
wisdom of the ancients, the gray-headed men, as if age alone settled the matter. And 
underneath it all runs one stubborn assumption: suffering this severe must mean guilt this deep. 
It is a tidy theology. It is also dead wrong, and you and I already know it, because we read 
chapters one and two.

Then Job answers, and his answer is one of the most honest descriptions of bad comfort ever 
written. “Miserable comforters are you all,” he says in chapter sixteen. He tells them that if their 
places were swapped, he could string together fine speeches against them too, but he would 
rather strengthen them with his mouth and ease their grief. That is the line we need to hear. 
Job, broken as he is, still knows what real comfort sounds like, and he knows his friends are not 
offering it. They have come to win an argument, not to bear a burden.

And yet, right in the middle of Job’s pain, something rises. He lifts his eyes past these three 
failed friends and says, “my witness is in heaven, and he that vouches for me is on high.” Even as 
his earthly defenders accuse him, Job reaches up toward One who knows the truth. That upward 
look is the heartbeat of this lesson. As we walk through these three chapters, we will learn how 
not to comfort the hurting, and we will learn from a suffering man how to keep trusting the God 
who sees what no friend can see.

Group Discussion: When have you witnessed someone try to comfort a hurting person and only 
make it worse? From Job 16:2–5, what does a “miserable comforter” do, and what would a true 
comforter have done instead?

Personal Reflection: Job says he has a witness in heaven even while his friends accuse him on 
earth (16:19). When others misjudge you, where do you instinctively turn first, and what would 
change if you looked up before you looked around?

Read Job 15:1–17:16



Study Questions

1. In Job 15, Eliphaz accuses Job of pride, empty words, and casting off the fear of God (15:1–
13). What does Eliphaz get wrong about the connection between suffering and sin, and what 
does this reveal about the danger of confidently diagnosing another person’s pain?

2. Eliphaz leans hard on the wisdom of the aged and the traditions handed down (15:7–10, 17–
19). When have you trusted a familiar explanation about why someone was suffering, only 
to realize later you did not actually know their heart?

3. Job calls his three friends “miserable comforters” (16:2). According to Job 16:2–5, what does 
the text teach about the difference between speaking at a sufferer and bearing his burden 
with him?

4. Job says that if your places were swapped, he would strengthen you with his mouth and his 
lips would bring relief (16:5). What is one specific situation right now where you could 
choose to comfort rather than correct?

5. Throughout chapter sixteen Job describes God’s hand as having worn him out, gnashed at 
him, and set him up as a target (16:7–14). What does it tell us about honest faith that Job 
pours out such raw words and still does not curse God or walk away?



6. Job admits he is exhausted, sleepless, and surrounded by mockers (16:6–10, 17:1–2). Where 
in your own weariness are you tempted to believe that no one, not even God, truly 
understands what you are carrying?

7. In Job 16:19–21 Job declares, “my witness is in heaven,” and longs for one to plead his case 
with God as a man pleads for his neighbor. What does this confidence reveal about Job’s 
view of God even in the middle of his complaint?

8. Job’s friends keep promising that if he repents, light will return, yet Job sees only the grave 
ahead of him (17:11–16). When has your hope felt as thin as Job’s, and what kept you from 
letting go of God entirely?

9. Job 16:19–21 reaches upward to a heavenly witness, an advocate, one who vouches for him 
on high, while God’s full knowledge of the righteous sufferer runs underneath the whole 
passage. What does this longing for an advocate teach us about how God sees the suffering 
of those who fear Him, and how does this hope find its fullness in Christ our Advocate (1 
John 2:1, Hebrews 7:25)?

10. Looking back across Job 15 through 17, where have you been more like the miserable 
comforters than like Christ, and name one specific way Jesus is forming you into a person 
who can sit with the suffering and point them upward?

Digging Deeper



Reflect on these passages: 1 John 2:1, Jesus Christ the righteous as our Advocate with the 
Father; Hebrews 7:25, Christ ever lives to make intercession for those who come to God through 
Him; Romans 8:34, Christ at God’s right hand interceding for us; 2 Corinthians 1:3–4, God 
comforts us so we can comfort others; Galatians 6:2, bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill 
the law of Christ
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