
The Book of Job, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 6: Zophar Speaks and Job Replies

Job 11:1–14:22

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

This lesson carries two doctrinal weights, and the teacher should hold both clearly. First, Zophar 
represents retribution theology at its harshest and most presumptuous. He does not merely 
suggest Job has sinned; he claims to know God is being lenient, and he reads the secret verdict 
of heaven off the surface of a man’s suffering. The book has already told us he is wrong. Use 
Zophar to teach the class to be slow to judge the suffering, since we rarely know the whole story 
and God has not appointed us as judges of one another’s pain. Second, and at the center, is 
Job’s question in 14:14, If a man dies, shall he live again? Job feels the crushing brevity of life 
(14:1–2) and God’s total sovereignty over the number of our days (14:5), and out of that he 
reaches toward a hope beyond the grave that he cannot yet clearly see.

Doctrinally, guard two boundaries. Do not let the class conclude that suffering proves guilt, 
which is Zophar’s exact error. And do not overread Job, as though he possessed a developed 
doctrine of bodily resurrection; his question is a longing, sometimes a desperate one, more than 
a settled creed. The faithful move is to honor the reach and then show the answer. Job asked 
into the darkness; we read the answer in the light of the empty tomb. Christ is the resurrection 
and the life (John 11:25), the firstfruits of those who sleep (1 Corinthians 15:20). The God who 
sovereignly numbers our days (14:5) is the very God who conquered death, so that the One who 
sets the limit of our life is also the One who breaks the power of the grave.

Spiritually, this lesson should soften and steady your students. It should soften them toward the 
suffering, killing the Zophar instinct that rushes to diagnose pain it cannot see, and teaching 
them to sit with hurting people without playing God. And it should steady them with hope, 
turning Job’s haunted question into their settled confidence. A student who leaves this lesson 
both gentler with the grieving and surer of the resurrection has learned exactly what these 
chapters are meant to teach: do not judge what you cannot see, and do not despair, because 
the grave does not get the last word.

Question 1

Student Question:

Zophar claims to know that God is exacting less of Job than his guilt deserves (11:6), and he 
urges Job to repent of sin (11:13–15). What is Zophar’s underlying assumption, and why does 
Scripture, and Job’s true situation, expose it as false?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



Zophar is the bluntest of the three friends, and he wastes no time on courtesy. He treats Job’s 
grief as mere babble (11:2–3) and then makes a staggering claim: “Know then that God exacts of 
you less than your guilt deserves” (11:6). In other words, Job should count himself fortunate, 
because his suffering is actually a discount on what he really owes. From there Zophar 
prescribes the cure: put away iniquity, stretch out your hands to God, and your life will be 
brighter than noonday (11:13–17).

The assumption underneath every word is the same retribution formula the friends keep 
recycling: suffering is the receipt for sin, so heavy suffering means heavy sin, so the path back is 
repentance. Zophar simply states it with more confidence than the others. He does not say Job 
might have sinned; he says he knows God is being lenient. He has appointed himself God’s 
spokesman and read the divine verdict off the surface of Job’s pain.

And he is, the reader knows, completely wrong. The very first verse of the book calls Job 
blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil (1:1). His suffering came 
from a heavenly contest, not from hidden guilt. Zophar’s certainty is not insight; it is 
presumption dressed up as theology.

This is the error Job exists to demolish: that suffering is always the wages of personal sin. We 
become guilty when we ourselves sin, and sin truly does carry consequences. But not every pain 
is a punishment, and no human being is qualified to read another’s heart from the outside. 
Zophar’s confidence is exactly what makes him dangerous, and it is a warning to every one of us 
who is tempted to explain a sufferer’s pain.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Zophar assumes suffering is always proportional to personal sin.
 He claims certain knowledge of God’s verdict he has no right to claim.
 Job 1:1 already declares Job blameless, exposing Zophar as wrong.
 Sin has consequences, but not every hardship is a punishment.
 We are not appointed to read the divine verdict off another’s pain.

Discussion Prompts

 What does Zophar claim to know, and how does the reader know he is wrong?
 Why is confident, unproven judgment so dangerous in the face of suffering?
 How do we affirm sin’s consequences without assuming every pain is punishment?

Question 2

Student Question:

Zophar spoke with harsh, unbending certainty about another man’s pain (11:2–6). When have 
you been too quick to judge why someone was suffering, and how can you cultivate a slower, 
gentler heart toward the hurting?



Commentary and Teaching Notes

Zophar’s tone is the lesson here as much as his theology. He opens not with sympathy but with 
insult, calling Job a man full of talk whose words deserve a rebuke (11:2–3). He is so certain of 
his diagnosis that the actual grieving man in front of him has become invisible. He sees a case to 
be argued, not a brother to be loved.

It is sobering how easily we do the same. Someone’s marriage falls apart and we quietly wonder 
what they did wrong. Someone loses a job, a child, a battle with illness, and a theory forms in 
our minds before our compassion ever gets off the ground. We are wired to want explanations, 
and explanations feel safer than the messy work of simply sitting with someone in the dark.

But Scripture calls us to a different posture: “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those 
who weep” (Romans 12:15). Job’s friends actually started well; they sat with him seven days in 
silence (2:13). It was when they opened their mouths to explain that they became miserable 
comforters. Sometimes the most spiritual thing we can do is to hold the silence a little longer.

Cultivating a slower, gentler heart begins with humility about how little we know. We rarely see 
the whole story, and the God who does has not made us the judge. So before we reach for a 
reason, we can reach for a hand. Before we diagnose, we can draw near. The hurting need our 
presence far more than our theories.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Zophar’s harsh certainty made the grieving man invisible to him.
 We are quick to form theories about other people’s suffering.
 Scripture calls us to weep with those who weep (Romans 12:15).
 The friends comforted best when they simply sat in silence (2:13).
 Humility about how little we know breeds gentleness toward the hurting.

Discussion Prompts

 When have you formed a theory about someone’s pain before showing compassion?
 Why is presence often more healing than explanation?
 What helps you hold back judgment and simply be present with the suffering?

Question 3

Student Question:

Job declares that with God are wisdom and might, counsel and understanding, that he overturns 
the mighty and the nations alike (12:13–25). What does this sweeping picture teach us about 
God’s sovereignty over all of human life and history?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



Job answers Zophar’s small certainties with a soaring vision of God’s sovereignty. He knows the 
theology too; he is not the ignorant child his friends imagine. “With God are wisdom and might; 
he has counsel and understanding” (12:13). And then Job traces God’s hand through the whole 
sweep of human affairs.

Nothing escapes God’s rule. He tears down and none can rebuild (12:14). He controls the waters 
of drought and flood (12:15). He leads counselors away stripped and makes fools of judges 
(12:17). He looses the bonds of kings (12:18), pours contempt on princes (12:21), and “makes 
nations great, and he destroys them; he enlarges nations, and leads them away” (12:23). The 
rise and fall of empires runs through his fingers.

This is God’s sovereignty over all of human life and history, not just over weather and harvests 
but over the powerful, the wise, the kings and the nations. He is not a distant clockmaker who 
wound up the world and stepped back. He is actively, continuously ruling, and the proud and 
mighty are no exception to his governance.

For a suffering believer, this truth cuts two ways, and Job feels both. It can be terrifying, because 
the God who topples kings holds your fragile life too. But it is also the only solid ground there is. 
If God truly rules everything, then nothing in your life is outside his reach, and even what you 
cannot understand is not outside his control. Sovereignty we cannot fully explain is still 
sovereignty we can fully trust.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God’s sovereignty extends over all human life and history.
 He rules the powerful, the wise, kings, and nations alike (12:17–23).
 God is actively governing, not a distant, detached creator.
 Sovereignty can feel terrifying yet is the only solid ground for the sufferer.
 What we cannot understand is still not outside God’s control.

Discussion Prompts

 Which image of God’s rule in 12:13–25 most expands your view of him?
 How does God’s sovereignty over nations apply to your personal circumstances?
 Can you trust a sovereignty you cannot fully explain?

Question 4

Student Question:

Job accuses his friends of being worthless physicians who whitewash with lies (13:4). How can 
well-meant words actually wound, and how can you tell the difference between true comfort and 
a comfortable-sounding lie?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



Job turns on his friends with a memorable indictment: “As for you, you whitewash with lies; 
worthless physicians are you all” (13:4). A physician is supposed to heal, but these men have 
only made the wound worse. Their words are whitewash, a thin coat of paint over a cracked 
wall, attractive on the surface and useless underneath.

The painful truth is that well-meant words can wound deeply. The friends are not lying 
maliciously; they sincerely believe their formula. But sincerity is not the same as truth, and a 
comfortable-sounding falsehood pressed onto a hurting heart can crush it. Telling a grieving 
parent that their loss must be God’s punishment is not comfort; it is cruelty with a religious 
accent.

How do we tell the difference between true comfort and a comfortable lie? True comfort is 
honest; it does not have to pretend or paper over the pain to do its work. It points the sufferer 
to God’s real character, not to tidy formulas about cause and effect. It is willing to say, “I don’t 
know why,” rather than manufacture a reason that wrongs both God and the sufferer.

Job would rather argue with God himself than accept his friends’ whitewash (13:3). That is 
instructive. Sometimes love means refusing the easy, false comfort and holding out for the 
harder, truer hope. We serve people best not by managing their pain with slogans but by 
standing with them in honesty before the God who is big enough for their real questions.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Well-meant words can wound when they are false comfort.
 Sincerity does not make a comforting statement true.
 True comfort is honest and does not paper over pain.
 Whitewash points to formulas; real comfort points to God’s character.
 Sometimes love means refusing easy answers for the sake of true hope.

Discussion Prompts

 How can sincere words still wound a hurting person?
 What marks the difference between true comfort and a comfortable lie?
 When is it more loving to say I don’t know than to offer an explanation?

Question 5

Student Question:

In the depths of his trial Job says, Though he slay me, I will hope in him (13:15). What does this 
reveal about the nature of real faith when God neither explains himself nor relieves the pain?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Here is one of the towering statements of faith in all of Scripture: “Though he slay me, I will 
hope in him; yet I will argue my ways to his face” (13:15). Job has lost his children, his health, his 



wealth, and his good name. God has not explained himself and has not lifted the pain. And still 
Job says he will hope in God, even if God should be the death of him.

This is faith stripped down to its core. It is not the faith of the comfortable, who trust God 
because life is going well. It is the faith of a man in the ashes who has every reason to walk away 
and refuses to. Job’s hope is not built on his circumstances or on understanding; it is anchored in 
God himself, in who God is even when what God does makes no sense.

Notice that real faith is not the absence of struggle. In the same breath Job says he will argue his 
ways to God’s face. He is not passive or pretending; he is wrestling. But he wrestles while 
holding on, not while letting go. That is the difference between the doubt that destroys and the 
faith that endures: one wrestles its way out the door, the other wrestles its way deeper into 
God’s arms.

This is the faith God is forming in his people through suffering. It does not require that the pain 
be explained or removed. It clings to the goodness and trustworthiness of God in the dark, 
saying with Job, and one day with a far greater Sufferer in Gethsemane, not my will but yours be 
done. That kind of trust is forged in furnaces, and it is unbreakable.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Real faith trusts God even when he neither explains nor relieves the pain.
 Job’s hope is anchored in God’s character, not in his circumstances.
 Faith is not the absence of struggle; Job clings while he wrestles.
 Enduring faith wrestles its way deeper into God, not out the door.
 This trust is forged in suffering and points ahead to Christ in Gethsemane.

Discussion Prompts

 What makes Though he slay me, I will hope in him such a remarkable statement?
 How can faith wrestle honestly and still hold on at the same time?
 Where is God inviting you to trust him without an explanation?

Question 6

Student Question:

Job is willing to argue his case before God even though it may cost him (13:15–18). Where in 
your life do you need the kind of bold, honest faith that brings everything to God without 
pretending?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Job is not content to suffer in silence; he is determined to bring his case directly to God. 
“Behold, I have prepared my case; I know that I shall be in the right” (13:18). He has already said 



he will argue his ways to God’s face (13:15). This is bold, honest faith, the kind that does not 
hide behind religious formulas but lays everything on the table before God.

There is a counterfeit piety that thinks faith means never questioning, never bringing the hard 
things to God. Job shows us otherwise. He does not curse God, and he does not pretend 
everything is fine. He brings the real Job, with all his confusion and complaint, straight into 
God’s presence. That honesty is itself a form of faith; it assumes God is real, present, and worth 
talking to plainly.

Many of us live with a quiet distance from God precisely because we have not dared to be this 
honest with him. We give him our polished prayers and keep our true struggles to ourselves, as 
if he could not handle them or might be offended by them. But God already knows the contents 
of our hearts. The only question is whether we will bring them to him.

Where in your life do you need this kind of boldness? Where have you been managing a struggle 
alone that you have never truly laid before God? The invitation of Job’s example is to stop 
pretending with the One who already sees everything, and to bring your whole self, doubts and 
all, into honest conversation with your Father.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Bold faith brings everything honestly to God without pretending.
 Questioning God is not the same as rejecting God.
 Polished prayers can mask a real distance from God.
 God already knows our hearts; honesty closes the distance.

Discussion Prompts

 What struggle have you kept from God instead of bringing it to him?
 Why do we so often give God polished prayers instead of honest ones?
 Where do you need bolder, more honest faith this week?

Question 7

Student Question:

Job describes man as few of days and full of trouble, who comes up like a flower and withers, 
who flees like a shadow (14:1–2). How should the plain brevity and frailty of human life shape 
the way we think and live?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Job turns his eyes to the human condition itself and speaks with aching clarity: “Man who is 
born of a woman is few of days and full of trouble. He comes out like a flower and withers; he 
flees like a shadow and continues not” (14:1–2). Few of days, full of trouble. A flower that 



blooms and wilts. A shadow that slips across the ground and is gone. Few writers have captured 
the brevity and frailty of life so plainly.

This is not exaggeration or despair talking; it is simply true. Our lives are short and fragile, and 
any honest look at the world confirms it. The flower that is glorious in the morning is drooping 
by evening. The shadow that stretches long at sunset vanishes the moment the sun goes down. 
That is us. That is the span of a human life set against eternity.

Scripture returns to this theme again and again, not to depress us but to wake us up. “The years 
of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty... they are soon gone, and we fly 
away” (Psalm 90:10). “You are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes” (James 
4:14). The point is never that life is meaningless; the point is that life is brief, so we had better 
spend it well.

Facing our frailty honestly is one of the most clarifying things we can do. When we stop 
pretending we have unlimited time, we start investing in what lasts: our walk with God, the 
people he has given us, the eternity ahead. The flower withers, but the one who does the will of 
God abides forever (1 John 2:17). Let the shortness of life push you toward what cannot be lost.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Scripture is honest that human life is short and frail (14:1–2).
 The images of flower and shadow capture our brevity vividly.
 Facing frailty is clarifying, not merely depressing.
 Brevity should drive us to invest in what is eternal (1 John 2:17).

Discussion Prompts

 Which image, the flower or the shadow, lands harder for you, and why?
 How does honestly facing your frailty change your priorities?
 What would you invest in differently if you truly numbered your days?

Question 8

Student Question:

Job observes that a tree cut down may sprout again, but he wonders whether a man has any 
such hope (14:7–12). When you face your own mortality or the death of someone you love, 
where does your hope actually rest?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Job reaches for a haunting comparison. “For there is hope for a tree, if it be cut down, that it will 
sprout again, and that its shoots will not cease... But a man dies and is laid low; man breathes 
his last, and where is he?” (14:7–10). A tree stump can send up green shoots from old roots. Can 



a human being? Job looks at death and asks whether man has any such hope, and at this 
moment he cannot see the answer clearly.

This is one of the most honest passages about mortality in all of Scripture. Job is not pretending 
he has it figured out. He is staring at the grave and feeling its finality, watching the waters fail 
from a lake and the river dry up (14:11) as a picture of a life that ends. The question presses on 
him because it presses on all of us the moment we lose someone we love.

Where does hope actually rest when we face death, our own or another’s? Not in wishful 
thinking, and not in pretending death is no big deal. Job will not do either. He sits in the hard 
reality, and yet, as the next verses show, he cannot quite let go of the hope that there might be 
more. The seed of resurrection hope is already stirring even here, in the form of a question.

For us, the question Job could only ask has been answered. We grieve, but “not as others do 
who have no hope” (1 Thessalonians 4:13). Our hope rests on a Person, on the One who walked 
out of his own tomb. The tree may sprout again, and so, it turns out, will we, because Christ has 
gone before us and promised that those who belong to him will rise.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Job faces the apparent finality of death with raw honesty (14:7–12).
 He sees hope for a tree but wonders if man has any.
 Genuine hope does not deny death’s reality.
 The seed of resurrection hope stirs even in Job’s question.
 Christian hope rests on the risen Christ, not wishful thinking (1 Thessalonians 4:13).

Discussion Prompts

 Why does Job compare a man’s death to a cut-down tree?
 Where does your hope actually rest when you face death?
 How does the resurrection of Jesus answer the fear of finality?

Question 9

Student Question:

Job lifts the question that every grave forces upon us, If a man dies, shall he live again? (14:14), 
and wrestles with God’s complete sovereignty over the number of our days (14:5). How does this 
longing find its full and certain answer in Christ and the resurrection, and what does it mean that 
the God who numbers our days is the same God who conquered death?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Here is the doctrinal summit of the lesson, and it rises straight out of Job’s grief: “If a man dies, 
shall he live again?” (14:14). It is the question every grave forces upon us. Job has just 
acknowledged that God determines the number of our days, that our months and our limits are 



appointed by him (14:5). The God who sets the boundary of life is now the One Job hopes might 
somehow carry life beyond that boundary.

We must handle Job here with reverence and care. He is not reciting a settled doctrine of bodily 
resurrection; he is reaching, longing, asking into the dark. In the very next breath he speaks of 
waiting until his renewal should come and of God calling and himself answering (14:14–15), a 
flicker of hope, but a flicker reaching toward a dawn he cannot yet see. We should not load onto 
Job’s words more than he himself could grasp. The beauty is that the longing is real, and the 
answer is real.

And the answer is a Person. Standing at another grave centuries later, Jesus said, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live” (John 11:25). 
Job asked, “shall he live again?” and Jesus, by his own death and resurrection, answered yes. 
“Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 
Corinthians 15:20). The firstfruits guarantee the harvest; because he rose, his people will rise.

Now hold the two truths of this passage together, because their union is the comfort. The God 
who sovereignly numbers our days (14:5) is the very same God who conquered death. The One 
who sets the limit of our life is the One who broke the power of the grave. So the sovereignty 
that might have felt only fearful becomes our deepest assurance: our days are in the hands of a 
God who not only appoints our end but defeated it.

This is why Job’s question is so precious. He asked it from the ashes, in the dark, with no clear 
answer in view. We get to read the answer in the light of an empty tomb. The grave that 
swallowed his hope has been emptied of its power, and the One who emptied it has promised, 
to Job and to us, that death does not get the last word. “O death, where is your victory? O 
death, where is your sting?” (1 Corinthians 15:55).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Job’s question in 14:14 is the universal cry the grave forces on us.
 God sovereignly numbers our days and appoints our limits (14:5).
 Handle Job reverently; his question is a longing, not a developed resurrection creed.
 Jesus is the direct answer: I am the resurrection and the life (John 11:25).
 Christ is the firstfruits guaranteeing the resurrection of his people (1 Corinthians 15:20).
 The God who numbers our days is the same God who conquered death.
 Job asked into the dark; we read the answer in the light of the empty tomb.

Discussion Prompts

 Why is If a man dies, shall he live again? the deepest question a sufferer can ask?
 How does it comfort you that the God who numbers your days also conquered death?
 What does it change to read Job’s question in the light of the empty tomb?

Question 10



Student Question:

Looking back across these chapters, where Zophar judged harshly, Job clung to God through the 
dark, and the cry If a man dies, shall he live again? rose from the ashes, name one specific way 
Jesus is forming you through Job’s longing into a person who both refuses to judge the suffering 
and rests in the hope of the resurrection.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Step back and take in the whole landscape of these chapters. Zophar sits there with his harsh, 
unbending certainty, diagnosing a pain he cannot possibly understand. Job sits in the ashes, 
clinging to God in the dark, refusing to let go even as he cries out, “If a man dies, shall he live 
again?” One man judges what he cannot see; the other hopes in what he cannot yet see. The 
contrast is the lesson.

Jesus forms us against the Zophar in us. He teaches us to be slow to judge the suffering, to resist 
the rush to explain other people’s pain, to sit with the grieving rather than diagnose them. He 
who wept at Lazarus’s tomb before he raised him (John 11:35) shows us that real love grieves 
with people before it ever offers answers.

And Jesus answers the Job in us. Where Job could only ask whether the dead live again, we 
know the One who is the resurrection and the life. That hope changes how we walk through 
every loss. We still grieve, but not without hope. We still face the grave, but not as a dead end. 
The God who numbers our days has conquered death, and that turns even our mortality into a 
doorway rather than a wall.

So name it honestly. Has this passage made you slower to judge the hurting, quicker to simply 
be with them? Has it made the resurrection more real, more load-bearing, in the way you face 
your own losses? Pick one, and let Jesus keep shaping it. The student who leaves these chapters 
both gentler with the suffering and surer of the empty tomb has been formed exactly as God 
intended.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Zophar models harsh judgment; Job models hope clinging through the dark.
 Jesus forms us to grieve with the suffering rather than diagnose them.
 He wept before he raised Lazarus, showing love that grieves before it answers.
 The resurrection changes how we face every loss; we grieve with hope.
 Growth shows as both gentleness with the suffering and assurance of the resurrection.

Discussion Prompts

 Are you more often the Zophar or the Job in how you face suffering?
 Name one way Jesus is making you slower to judge the hurting.
 How does the hope of the resurrection change the way you face loss?


