
The Book of Job, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 2: Job Afflicted in Body; His Three Friends Arrive

Job 2:1–13

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

This lesson carries forward the central tension of the book and sharpens it. In chapter one Job 
lost what he had; in chapter two he loses his health, and the assault becomes intensely 
personal. The teacher must keep two doctrinal truths in clear focus. First, God again sets the 
precise limit on Satan (only spare his life), reinforcing that the Lord is sovereign over the work of 
the adversary while never being the author of the evil itself. Second, and this is the phrase to 
hang the lesson on, God twice declares the suffering is without cause. Job did nothing to 
deserve this. This demolishes the retribution theology that Job’s friends will soon preach and 
that still circulates in our own hearts, the assumption that suffering is always the wage of sin.

The deeper aim is to form students who can keep their integrity when God does not explain 
Himself. Job is given no answers in this chapter, only pain, and yet he refuses both to curse God 
and to pretend he understands. His confession (shall we receive good from God, and shall we 
not receive evil?) models a trust that does not require an explanation to keep worshiping. We 
want students to leave able to hold fast when life makes no sense, and to guard their lips in the 
heat of grief.

Finally, this lesson aims to recover a nearly lost ministry: the ministry of presence. The friends 
will become cautionary figures in later chapters, but here, in their seven days of silent 
companionship, they get it exactly right. The teacher should hold this up as a genuine model of 
comfort. Many in the room have either failed a grieving friend with too many words or been 
wounded by someone else’s. This passage gently retrains us to weep, to show up, and to be 
quiet long enough to truly help.

Question 1

Student Question:

In the second heavenly scene (2:1–6), what does it mean that God describes Job’s suffering as 
being destroyed “without cause,” and how does that phrase guard us against false ideas about 
suffering?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Chapter two opens by deliberately mirroring chapter one. The heavenly court reassembles, 
Satan returns, and God again commends Job. But this time God adds a devastating clause: he 
still holds fast his integrity, although you incited me against him to destroy him without cause 



(2:3). The Hebrew phrase rendered without cause means undeservedly, for no reason rooted in 
Job’s conduct. God Himself certifies that Job’s suffering is not a punishment.

This phrase is one of the most important in the entire book, and the teacher should press it 
home. The whole tragedy of the coming chapters is that Job’s friends will insist, with growing 
cruelty, that he must have sinned to deserve such misery. Heaven has already overruled them. 
We readers are told the secret: there is no hidden sin, no concealed crime, no divine score being 
settled. The suffering is without cause.

Notice also the phrase you incited me against him. This is heaven’s courtroom language, not a 
confession that God was manipulated. God remains fully sovereign; Satan can do nothing but 
what God permits. Yet the language carefully preserves that the destructive impulse, the 
accusing, the actual harm, originates with Satan, not with God. God permits; Satan destroys.

For our students, the timeless lesson (Romans 15:4) is liberating. When trouble comes, the first 
and cruelest question we ask is often, what did I do to deserve this? Job teaches us that 
sometimes the honest answer is nothing. Not all suffering is punishment. Some of it, as with Job, 
is a test permitted by a sovereign God for purposes we cannot yet see, and it is no reflection of 
our guilt.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God Himself certifies Job’s suffering is “without cause,” not punishment.
 This refutes retribution theology, the idea that suffering always proves sin.
 God permits while Satan destroys; the evil intent is the adversary’s.
 God remains sovereign and is never manipulated or made the author of evil.
 Not all suffering is a verdict on our guilt (Romans 15:4).

Discussion Prompts

 What does the phrase “without cause” rule out about Job’s suffering?
 Why is it cruel to assume that suffering always means hidden sin?
 How does this free a hurting person from false guilt?

Question 2

Student Question:

Satan claimed, “Skin for skin! All that a man has he will give for his life” (2:4). When you examine 
yourself, how far would your own faith bend if suffering reached your body and not just your 
circumstances?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Satan’s second accusation escalates: Skin for skin! All that a man has he will give for his life (2:4). 
The proverb is cynical. Job gave up his possessions and even his children, Satan argues, but 



those were external; a man will surrender anything to save his own skin. Touch his bone and his 
flesh, and he will curse you to your face. The accuser is betting that self-preservation is the 
deepest law of the human heart, deeper than any love for God.

There is a sobering truth in the accusation worth naming honestly. Many of us hold faith fairly 
loosely when it costs us only convenience or comfort, but how would it hold if the suffering 
became physical, chronic, disfiguring, terminal? Satan is probing the question every believer 
must eventually face: is my devotion to God deeper than my instinct for self-preservation?

This question turns the searchlight on the student. It is easy to imagine ourselves faithful in trials 
we have not yet faced. The honest believer admits that the body is a tender pressure point. 
Chronic pain, a frightening diagnosis, the slow failures of aging, these test faith in ways that 
abstract trouble does not.

Lead the room toward Christ here, accurately and without forcing it. The Lord Jesus faced 
exactly this test and did not bend. In the flesh, with the nails and the thorns and the agony, He 
did not curse the Father but entrusted Himself to Him (1 Peter 2:23). Job foreshadows that 
faithfulness; Christ perfects it; and by His Spirit He strengthens us to face our own bodily trials 
without letting go of God.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Satan claims self-preservation is deeper in us than love for God.
 Physical, bodily suffering tests faith more severely than external loss.
 Honest believers admit the body is a real pressure point for faith.
 Christ faced bodily agony and did not curse the Father (1 Peter 2:23).
 By His Spirit, Christ strengthens us for our own physical trials.

Discussion Prompts

 Why is bodily suffering such a severe test of faith?
 Is there a level of physical suffering you fear would break your faith?
 How does Christ’s faithfulness in bodily agony encourage you?

Question 3

Student Question:

When the affliction reached Job’s own flesh, God again set a fixed limit: “only spare his life” (2:6). 
What does this second boundary teach us about how God governs the work of the adversary?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

For the second time, God sets a firm boundary on the adversary: Behold, he is in your hand; only 
spare his life (2:6). As in chapter one, Satan must ask permission, and God grants it only within a 



strict limit. The first test spared Job’s body; this test spares Job’s life. The leash is shorter and the 
trial harsher, but it is still a leash, and God still holds it.

The teacher should draw out the steady doctrine here, consistent with lesson one. Satan is real 
and malicious, but he is not free. He cannot reach past the line God draws. This is how God 
governs the work of the adversary: not by personally committing the evil, but by permitting it 
within boundaries He alone fixes, and never beyond. The limit only spare his life is set by God, 
not negotiated by Satan.

This is profound comfort for the suffering believer. Whatever befalls us, it has not slipped past 
God’s notice or escaped His control. There is a line the enemy cannot cross without the 
permission of our God, and that God is good. Paul says it plainly: God will not let you be 
tempted beyond your ability, but will provide the way of escape (1 Corinthians 10:13). The 
principle runs all the way back to Job’s ash heap.

Be careful to keep the balance the text keeps. God is not the author of the sores; Satan struck 
Job (2:7). Yet God is sovereign over the whole affair, fixing its limits. Neither a helpless God nor a 
cruel God, but a holy God reigning over a real enemy on a short and sovereign leash.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God again sets the exact limit on Satan: “only spare his life.”
 Satan acts only by permission and never beyond God’s boundary.
 God governs evil by limiting it, not by authoring it.
 No trial slips past God’s notice or escapes His control.
 God is neither helpless nor cruel, but holy and sovereign over the enemy.

Discussion Prompts

 Who sets the limit “only spare his life,” and why does that matter?
 How does the leash on Satan comfort a believer in deep trouble?
 How do we affirm God’s sovereignty without making Him the author of evil?

Question 4

Student Question:

Picture Job scraping his sores with broken pottery, sitting in the ashes (2:7–8). What does his 
condition stir in you about the reality of suffering and your own response when your body fails 
you?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Verses 7 and 8 give us an unforgettable image of misery. Satan struck Job with loathsome sores 
from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. Job took a piece of broken pottery with which 
to scrape himself while he sat in the ashes. Here is the greatest man of the east, reduced to 



sitting on the ash heap, the place where refuse was burned, scraping his ruined skin with a shard 
of a broken pot. The descent is total.

The text does not flinch from the physical reality of suffering, and neither should we. Job is not a 
tidy theological abstraction; he is a man in agony, sleepless, itching, disfigured, ashamed. 
Scripture honors the truth that suffering hurts in the body, and it does not rush past the pain to 
get to the lesson. We should give people in pain the same dignity.

Turn the question to the student. Most of us, if we live long enough, will face the failing of our 
own bodies, the chronic ache, the frightening symptom, the long decline. Job invites us to be 
honest about how we respond when the affliction is not someone else’s story but our own flesh. 
Do we grow bitter? Do we hide? Do we still, like Job, somehow keep turning toward God?

There is dignity in Job’s posture even in the ashes. He does not curse, does not flee God, does 
not pretend. He simply endures, scraping and sitting and grieving, still holding on. Sometimes 
faithfulness in suffering is not dramatic. Sometimes it is just refusing to let go of God while you 
sit in the ashes one more day.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Scripture portrays suffering honestly, in the body, without flinching.
 Pain deserves dignity; we should not rush past it to a lesson.
 Most believers will eventually face the failing of their own bodies.
 Faithfulness in suffering is often quiet endurance, not drama.
 Job neither curses nor flees God, even in the ash heap.

Discussion Prompts

 Why does the Bible describe Job’s physical suffering so vividly?
 How do you tend to respond when your own body fails you?
 What does quiet, undramatic faithfulness in suffering look like?

Question 5

Student Question:

Job’s wife said, “Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die” (2:9). How should we 
understand her words, and what does Job’s answer reveal about godly integrity under pressure?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Job’s wife speaks the hardest words in the chapter: Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse 
God and die (2:9). For centuries readers have judged her harshly, and her counsel is genuinely 
wrong; to curse God is exactly what Satan predicted Job would do. Yet the teacher should 
handle her with the compassion the text invites, not contempt.



Remember her situation. She buried the same ten children. She lost the same wealth. And now 
she watches her husband, the one constant left to her, dissolving in agony on a heap of ashes, 
and she cannot bear it. Her words may be less a settled theology than a cry of unbearable grief, 
a wife who would almost rather see her husband die and find release than watch him suffer one 
more day. That does not make her counsel right, but it makes her human.

Job’s reply is a model of integrity under pressure. He does not lash out at her. He says, You 
speak as one of the foolish women would speak (2:10). In the wisdom literature, foolish means 
morally and spiritually senseless, not merely silly. He names her counsel as wrong without 
crushing her as a person. He corrects the error while sparing the grieving woman behind it. That 
is a hard and holy balance.

For our students, there are two lessons. First, integrity sometimes means standing firm against 
the well-meaning but wrong counsel of those closest to us, even a beloved spouse. Second, 
when we must correct someone in their pain, we should do it as Job did, naming the error gently 
rather than condemning the wounded heart. Truth and tenderness can travel together.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Job’s wife gives genuinely wrong counsel: to curse God is sin.
 Her words flow from her own crushing, shared grief; handle her with compassion.
 Integrity may mean resisting even a beloved person’s wrong counsel.
 “Foolish” in wisdom literature means spiritually senseless, not silly.
 Job corrects the error without crushing the grieving person.

Discussion Prompts

 How should we read Job’s wife, with judgment or compassion, and why?
 When have you had to resist wrong counsel from someone you love?
 How can we speak truth to a hurting person without wounding them?

Question 6

Student Question:

Job’s wife had buried the same ten children and lost the same wealth. How does remembering 
her own grief shape the way you would respond to people who say wrong things out of deep 
pain?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question asks the student to do something rare: to extend grace to people who say wrong 
things out of deep pain. Job’s wife is the test case. It is easy to quote her line as a villain’s line. It 
is harder, and more Christlike, to remember that she had stood at the same ten graves Job did.



Pain distorts speech. Grieving people say things they do not fully mean, things that are 
theologically wrong or sharply bitter, because the wound is speaking. The mature believer learns 
to hear the wound beneath the words rather than simply condemning the words. This does not 
mean we affirm error; it means we are slow to write people off for what grief wrings out of 
them.

Invite the room to remember times their own grief made them say things they later regretted, 
or times someone extended them grace in such a moment. We have all been Job’s wife at some 
point, blurting out of our pain. Recalling that keeps us humble and tender toward others in 
theirs.

Apply it forward. Who in your life has spoken bitterly or wrongly out of a season of loss, and 
how might you respond with the patience Job showed, correcting gently if needed but refusing 
to define them by their worst, weakest words? Romans 12:15 calls us to weep with those who 
weep, and sometimes that means absorbing a hard word without retaliating.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Deep pain distorts speech; grief often speaks badly.
 Maturity hears the wound beneath the words rather than only condemning the words.
 We have all spoken wrongly out of our own grief.
 Grace refuses to define people by their weakest, most wounded words.
 Weeping with those who weep may mean absorbing a hard word patiently.

Discussion Prompts

 When has your own grief made you say something you regretted?
 How can remembering a person’s pain change how you hear their words?
 Who needs you to respond to their bitter word with patience right now?

Question 7

Student Question:

Job answered, “Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil?” (2:10). What 
does this reveal about a mature, biblical view of God’s hand in both blessing and hardship?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Job’s answer in verse 10 is one of the great confessions of faith in scripture: Shall we receive 
good from God, and shall we not receive evil? (Here evil means calamity and hardship, not 
moral wickedness.) Job recognizes that the same God who poured out years of blessing has now 
permitted years of trouble, and he refuses to accept the one while rejecting the other. He takes 
life from God’s hand whole.



This is a strikingly mature theology of providence. Most of us are eager to credit God with our 
blessings and quick to blame circumstances, or bad luck, or other people, for our troubles. Job 
will not split his life that way. The Lord gave; the Lord has taken away; and both came, 
ultimately, from the hand of the same sovereign and good God. We must be careful, as lesson 
one stressed, never to make God the author of moral evil; Job speaks of receiving hardship and 
calamity, which God in His sovereignty permits within His limits.

The teacher should draw out how rare and healthy this posture is. A faith that only thanks God 
in good times is a fair-weather faith. Job models a faith that can receive a hard providence from 
God’s hand without bitterness, trusting that the God who gave good is wise and good even 
when He sends hardship. This is not grim resignation; it is settled trust.

Point the room to the New Testament echo. Paul learned to be content in plenty and in want, in 
abundance and in need, because his security was in Christ and not in his circumstances 
(Philippians 4:11–13). Job’s confession is the Old Testament seed of that same contentment: a 
heart so rooted in the goodness of God that it can receive both the sweet and the bitter from 
His hand and still bless His name.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Job receives both blessing and hardship from the hand of the same God.
 “Evil” here means calamity and hardship, not moral wickedness; God authors no sin.
 Fair-weather faith thanks God only in good times.
 Mature faith trusts God’s goodness even in hard providence.
 This is the seed of New Testament contentment (Philippians 4:11–13).

Discussion Prompts

 Why is it healthy to receive hardship, and not just blessing, from God?
 What does it mean that “evil” here is calamity, not God authoring sin?
 Where do you need to take a hard providence from God’s hand with trust?

Question 8

Student Question:

Verse 10 notes that “in all this Job did not sin with his lips.” How carefully do you guard your own 
words when you are suffering, and why do the lips matter so much in a trial?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The chapter pauses to give Job a clean verdict: In all this Job did not sin with his lips (2:10). After 
everything, the property, the children, and now his health and the wounding counsel of his wife, 
Job had still not crossed the line into sin with his words. The Holy Spirit singles out the lips 
specifically, and that detail is worth dwelling on.



Suffering puts enormous pressure on the tongue. When we hurt, words come fast and hot: 
complaints, accusations, curses, bitter exaggerations, things said to God and about God that we 
would never say in calmer days. The mouth is where the heart’s pain spills out, and in a trial it is 
the hardest member to govern (James 3:2–8). Job’s restraint with his lips is no small 
achievement; it is the fruit of a heart still anchored in God.

This question presses the student to honest self-examination. How do you talk when you are 
suffering? Do you grumble against God, rehearse your grievances, snap at the people around 
you, speak words of unbelief and despair? Or do you, like Job, guard your lips even in agony, 
refusing to charge God with wrong (1:22)? Our words in trial reveal what is really in our hearts.

Encourage the room with grace, not just challenge. Guarding the lips in suffering is not about 
pretending we feel fine; Job lamented loudly. It is about not letting our pain spill over into sin 
against God or others. And it grows, like all such fruit, from a heart filled with the Spirit and 
saturated with God’s word before the trial comes (Luke 6:45). What goes in is what comes out 
under pressure.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Job did not sin with his lips even after losing everything and his health.
 Suffering puts the heaviest pressure on the tongue (James 3).
 Our words in trial reveal what is truly in our hearts.
 Guarding the lips is not denying pain; Job lamented openly.
 Disciplined speech in suffering grows from a heart filled beforehand.

Discussion Prompts

 Why does the Spirit specifically commend Job’s lips?
 How do your words change when you are in pain?
 How can we fill our hearts now so our words hold under pressure later?

Question 9

Student Question:

Job’s three friends sat with him seven days in silence, and “no one spoke a word to him, for they 
saw that his suffering was very great” (2:13). How does Job model integrity by trusting a God 
who has not yet explained anything, and how do the friends model true comfort before their 
later words go wrong?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the heaviest doctrinal block of the lesson, and it brings together the chapter’s two great 
themes: Job’s integrity when God will not explain, and the friends’ model of true comfort. Take 
both slowly. First, integrity under unexplained suffering. Through all of chapter two, Job is given 



no reason for his agony. He does not know about the heavenly court; he never will. He suffers in 
total darkness as to the why, and yet he holds fast. This is the core spiritual lesson of the book: 
God is worthy of trust even when He does not explain.

We desperately want explanations. We believe that if we just understood why, we could bear 
the pain. But God, in His wisdom, often withholds the why, and Job shows us that faith does not 
require it. Job clings to the character of God (a God good enough to give years of blessing) when 
the circumstances of God make no sense at all. Trusting God without an explanation is not blind; 
it rests on what we do know of Him, even when much is hidden (Deuteronomy 29:29).

This is precisely where the prosperity gospel and retribution theology shatter against the text. 
They both demand that suffering make sense, that it always trace back to either sin or 
insufficient faith. Job, declared blameless and afflicted without cause, refuses that whole 
framework. Sometimes the most faithful thing a believer can say is, I do not understand, and I 
will trust Him anyway. That is integrity under affliction.

Now the friends. Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar will become cautionary figures; their later speeches 
will wound Job deeply with the very retribution theology the book condemns. But here, at the 
start, they do everything right. They came from far away when they heard. They wept aloud and 
tore their robes. And then, seeing that his suffering was very great, they sat with him on the 
ground seven days and seven nights, and no one spoke a word (2:11–13). Before their theology 
failed, their presence succeeded.

This is a genuine model of comfort the teacher should hold up high. The friends understood 
instinctively what we have forgotten: that the suffering often need our presence more than our 
explanations, our nearness more than our advice. They came, they wept, they sat, they stayed, 
and they were quiet. Their silence honored both Job’s pain and the mystery they could not 
solve. They went wrong only later, when they began to talk, when they tried to explain the 
unexplainable and ended up accusing an innocent man. The lesson is sharp: be quick to come 
and slow to speak (James 1:19), especially in the presence of grief you cannot fix.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Job holds his integrity though God never explains his suffering.
 Faith trusts God’s character even when His circumstances make no sense.
 God often withholds the “why”; trust does not require an explanation.
 Prosperity gospel and retribution theology both demand suffering make sense; the text 

refutes both.
 The friends model true comfort: they came, wept, sat, stayed, and were silent.
 The suffering often need presence more than explanation.
 Be quick to come and slow to speak in the presence of grief (James 1:19).

Discussion Prompts



 Why is trusting God without an explanation an act of integrity, not blindness?
 What did the friends get exactly right in their first seven days?
 When have you helped, or failed, a hurting person with your words?

Question 10

Student Question:

Looking back across this whole chapter, name one specific way the Lord Jesus is forming you, 
whether to hold your integrity when God does not explain, or to sit with the hurting the way 
these friends first did.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This capstone invites the student to look back over the whole chapter and let the Lord Jesus 
apply it. Two paths are offered, and most of us need both. Either Jesus is forming you to hold 
your integrity when God does not explain, or He is forming you to sit with the hurting the way 
the friends first did. Let each person find the place where the chapter presses on their own life.

Connect both to Christ directly. In His own unexplained agony, the Lord Jesus held fast, 
entrusting Himself to the Father who judges justly, and not even crying out why until the cross, 
where He bore what we cannot fathom (1 Peter 2:23; Mark 15:34). Job foreshadows that 
integrity; Christ embodies it perfectly; and by His Spirit He forms it in us, so that we too can trust 
the Father in the dark. He is also the friend who draws near to the brokenhearted (Psalm 34:18), 
the one who wept at a tomb (John 11:35), teaching us how to be present to those who grieve.

Make the application specific and personal. It is not enough to admire Job’s integrity or the 
friends’ silence in the abstract. Name one place this week. A pain you are tempted to demand 
answers for, where Jesus is calling you simply to trust. Or a grieving person near you, where 
Jesus is calling you to come, to weep, to sit, and to keep your advice in your pocket.

Close with hope. We are not asked to manufacture Job’s integrity or the friends’ compassion by 
willpower. We are invited to walk with Christ, who both suffered with perfect trust and comforts 
us in all our affliction so that we can comfort others (2 Corinthians 1:3–4). The same God who 
held the leash in Job’s day, who set the limit and spared his life, holds your life and the lives of 
those you love in His good and nail-scarred hands.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The chapter forms us both in integrity and in the ministry of presence.
 Christ perfectly held fast under unexplained suffering (1 Peter 2:23).
 Christ is the friend who draws near to the brokenhearted and weeps with us.
 Real application is specific: a pain to trust through, or a person to sit with.
 Integrity and compassion grow by walking with Christ, not by willpower.



Discussion Prompts

 Is Jesus forming you more in integrity or in presence right now?
 Where this week are you called to trust God without an explanation?
 Which grieving person can you go to, weep with, and simply sit beside?


