The Book of Job, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 1: A Blameless Man and the Heavenly Wager
Job 1:1-22
Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

This opening lesson sets the foundation for everything that follows, so two truths must be
planted firmly and early. First, Job’s suffering is not punishment. The Holy Spirit deliberately tells
us in verse one that Job is blameless and upright before a single calamity strikes, which
dismantles the most natural and most cruel assumption people make about a hurting person,
namely that they must have done something to deserve it. Second, God is genuinely sovereign
over all that happens, including the precise limits He sets on Satan, yet He is never the author of
evil. The teacher must hold these together: Satan is the one who strikes, the one who accuses,
the one who destroys, and God permits within boundaries He alone fixes. Get this balance
wrong in either direction and the whole study tilts, either into a God too small to be trusted or a
God too harsh to be loved.

Beyond the doctrine, this lesson aims at the spiritual formation of the student who is, or soon
will be, a sufferer. We want every person in the room to walk away with Job's words written
somewhere on the heart: the Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of
the Lord. The aim is not to teach people to suppress grief (Job tore his robe and wept) but to
anchor their worship in the character of God rather than the size of their blessings. Press gently
against the prosperity gospel that has seeped into so many hearts, and replace it with a sturdier,
older, biblical hope. By the end, students should be examining the real motives of their own
devotion and asking whether they love the Giver or merely the gifts.

Question 1
Student Question:

What does Job 1:1-5 reveal about the kind of man Job was, and why does it matter that the
writer establishes his blamelessness before any suffering begins?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Verse one is the interpretive key to the entire book, and the teacher should slow down here.
Four descriptions stack up: Job was blameless, upright, one who feared God, and one who
turned away from evil. Blameless does not mean sinless. The Hebrew idea is integrity, a life of
one piece, without hypocrisy or deliberate compromise. Upright points to straight dealing with
others. Fearing God is the reverent, awed devotion that the wisdom books prize above all
(Proverbs 1:7). Turning from evil is the active, daily choice to walk away from sin. This is a
portrait of mature, genuine godliness.



The placement of this verse is the doctrinal point. Before we see his wealth, before we see his
family, before we see a single trial, we are told that this man is right with God. The writer is
inoculating us against the conclusion Job’s friends will eventually reach, that suffering proves
hidden sin. We are reading over the shoulders of people who do not know what we know. We
have been told the verdict of heaven in advance.

Verses 2 through 5 fill out the portrait. The seven sons, three daughters, and vast herds signal
that Job was, in the words of the text, the greatest of all the people of the east. Yet the detail
that lingers is verse 5: Job rose early to offer burnt offerings for each of his children, in case they
had sinned and cursed God in their hearts. His faith reached beyond his own conduct to
intercede for his family. This is a man whose devotion is habitual, costly, and tender.

For our students, the lesson is timeless even though it predates the Law of Moses and the cross.
We do not bind Job’s sacrifices on the church, but we draw out the enduring principle (Romans
15:4): real faith is a settled orientation of the whole life toward God, and it shows up most
clearly in the unwatched, ordinary, early-morning faithfulness of a parent on his knees.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

¢ Blameless means integrity and genuineness, not sinlessness; only Christ was without sin.

® The fear of the Lord is the foundation of wisdom and true devotion.

e Job's righteousness is established before any suffering, refuting the idea that affliction
proves guilt.

e  Faith shows itself in private, habitual, costly devotion.

e These pre-Law events teach timeless truths about God and faith without binding Old
Covenant practice.

Discussion Prompts

¢ What is the difference between being blameless and being sinless?
e Why does it matter that God tells us Job’s character before any trouble comes?
e Where in your week does your real faith show up when no one is watching?

Question 2
Student Question:

Job rose early to offer sacrifices for his children in case they had sinned in their hearts (1:5). What
does his quiet, behind-the-scenes faithfulness as a father stir in you about your own household?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Verse 5 gives us one of the most touching pictures of fatherhood in scripture. After each round
of feasting, Job would send and consecrate his children, rising early to offer a burnt offering for
each one, reasoning, it may be that my children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.



Notice that he is concerned not merely with outward behavior but with the hidden attitudes of
the heart. He cannot police their thoughts, so he intercedes.

The phrase the text uses is striking: Job did this continually. This was not a one-time crisis prayer
but a lifelong rhythm. His worship was woven into the calendar of his family. Long before he
ever faced a test, Job had built the habits that would hold him when the test came. We do not
rise to the level of our intentions in a crisis; we fall to the level of our practiced habits.

Apply this honestly and warmly. Many of us carry quiet anxieties about the souls of those we
love, a wandering child, a spouse drifting from the Lord, a grandchild who has stopped
attending. Job models what to do with that ache: we take it to God in steady, unglamorous,
early-morning prayer. We cannot save them by force, but we can intercede.

Press the question gently into the room. Job’s children may never have known how often their
father prayed for them before dawn. What unseen faithfulness are you building into your own
household? What would your family inherit if your prayer habits became their memory of you?

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e True faith intercedes for the souls of others, especially family.

*  Habits of worship built in calm seasons sustain us in crisis.

e We areresponsible to pray for loved ones, not to control them.

e God sees the hidden attitudes of the heart, not just outward acts.
e Quiet, unseen faithfulness shapes the next generation.

Discussion Prompts

*  Who in your life most needs your steady, behind-the-scenes prayer?
e What spiritual habit do you want your family to remember you by?
*  How do habits formed in calm prepare us for storms?

Question 3
Student Question:

In the heavenly scene (1:6-12), what do we learn about Satan’s character, his access, and the
limits placed on him?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The scene shifts dramatically in verse 6. The sons of God present themselves before the Lord,
and Satan also comes among them. This is a heavenly court, a glimpse behind the curtain that
Job himself is never granted. The teacher should note the humility this should produce in us: we,
like Job, rarely see the unseen realities behind our trials.



Three things stand out about Satan here. First, his name means the accuser or the adversary; his
very identity is opposition to God’s people. Second, he has access to God's presence but no
autonomy; he comes only when summoned and answers God's questions. Third, when God
points to Job's faithfulness, Satan’s instinct is to sneer and accuse. He is, as Revelation 12:10
later names him, the accuser of the brethren.

Crucially, Satan is on a leash. He cannot touch Job until God grants it, and even then only within
strict limits (1:12). This is the great comfort and the great mystery of the chapter. Satan is real,
powerful, and malicious, but he is not sovereign. He is a creature operating only within
boundaries that God sets. Peter draws the practical lesson: the devil prowls like a roaring lion, so
be sober and resist him, firm in your faith (1 Peter 5:8-9).

Be careful not to overstate or understate Satan. He is not God'’s equal locked in eternal cosmic
combat; that is the error of dualism. Nor is he a harmless metaphor. He is a defeated but still-
dangerous enemy, and in Job we watch God set the exact limits of what he is permitted to do.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Satanis real, personal, and the accuser of God'’s people.

e Satan has access but no autonomy; he operates only by God’s permission.
e Satanis a creature, not God’s equal; reject dualism.

e We are usually unaware of the unseen realities behind our trials.

e We are called to resist the devil, firm in the faith.

e Satanis a defeated enemy yet still dangerous in this life.

Discussion Prompts

e What is comforting about the fact that Satan is on a leash?
¢ How does knowing Satan is the accuser change how you read your own guilt and shame?
e What does it look like, practically, to resist the devil firm in your faith?

Question 4
Student Question:

Satan accused Job of serving God only for the blessings (1:9-11). When you examine your own
heart, what reasons do you actually serve God for?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Satan’s accusation in verses 9 through 11 is the engine of the whole drama: Does Job fear God
for nothing? In other words, Job’s faith is a transaction. You have blessed him, hedged him
about, prospered everything he touches. Of course he worships you; you pay him to. Strip it all
away, and he will curse you to your face. The accuser is questioning not just Job but the very
possibility of disinterested love for God.



This is a probing question for every believer, because there is a kind of religion that is purely
transactional. We obey to get blessings; we worship to keep the goods flowing; we serve God
the way we feed a vending machine, expecting a product to drop. Satan’s charge stings precisely
because it is sometimes true of us.

The teacher should invite honest self-examination here without inducing despair. Ask the room:
if God removed the comforts, would your devotion survive? Would you still gather with the
saints, still pray, still trust, if faith brought you no earthly advantage at all? This is not a question
to answer quickly or smugly.

Point forward, gently and accurately, to Christ. In Gethsemane and at Calvary, the Lord Jesus
loved and obeyed the Father with everything stripped away, with the cup of suffering full to the
brim (Matthew 26:39). Where Job’s faith would be tested and bend, Christ’s faith held perfectly.
He is the answer to Satan’s accusation: yes, there is one who fears God for nothing but God
Himself, and by His grace we are being formed into that same love.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Satan attacks the possibility of loving God for God’s own sake.

¢ Transactional religion serves God only for what it gets.

¢ Honest self-examination of our motives is healthy, not morbid.

e  Christ perfectly loved and obeyed the Father with everything stripped away.
e Grace forms in us a love for the Giver above the gifts.

Discussion Prompts

¢ Be honest: what blessings are you secretly serving God to keep?
e |f every earthly benefit of faith vanished, what would remain of your devotion?
e How does Jesus answer Satan’s accusation that no one loves God for nothing?

Question 5
Student Question:

What does the rapid-fire arrival of the four messengers (1:13-19) teach us about the nature of
catastrophe and the powers at work behind visible events?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Verses 13 through 19 unfold with devastating speed. Four messengers arrive, each interrupting
the last, each ending with the same chilling words: and | alone have escaped to tell you. The
Sabeans take the oxen and donkeys and kill the servants. Fire from heaven (the text calls it the
fire of God) consumes the sheep and shepherds. The Chaldeans raid the camels. And finally a
great wind collapses the house on all ten children at once. In one day, in a matter of minutes,
Job's entire world is demolished.



Notice the variety of instruments. Two disasters come through human malice (Sabeans,
Chaldeans), and two through what we would call natural forces (lightning, windstorm). The text
quietly shows us that whether the cause looks human or natural, the same hidden hand of the
accuser was at work, operating within the permission God had granted. We rarely perceive the
spiritual dimension behind the headlines.

The relentless piling of blow upon blow is true to life. Trouble often comes not single file but in
battalions. Job is given no time to absorb one loss before the next arrives. The teacher should
acknowledge that this matches the experience of many in the room, the season when
everything seemed to break at once.

Yet the writer never lets us forget what we learned in verses 6 through 12. We know what Job
does not: this is not random, and it is not punishment. It is a test permitted within boundaries.
That knowledge does not make the losses less real, but it does keep us from drawing Job'’s
friends’ false conclusion when the same storms hit our own lives.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Catastrophe can strike suddenly and in overwhelming waves.

e Both human evil and natural disaster can serve the adversary’s assault, all within God’s
permitted limits.

e We seldom see the spiritual reality behind visible events.

e Sudden loss is not proof of God’s punishment.

¢ What looks random to us is bounded by God'’s sovereign limits.

Discussion Prompts

¢ Why does the writer show both human and natural causes for Job's losses?
¢ When trouble comes in waves, what false conclusions are we tempted to draw?
¢ How does knowing the heavenly backstory change how we read Job'’s losses?

Question 6
Student Question:

When trouble lands in waves, as it did for Job in a single day, how do you tend to respond, and
what would you want your first response to be?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This question turns the lens from Job to the student. When the messengers came one after
another, Job had no buffer, no time to brace. Most of us know that feeling, the diagnosis
followed by the layoff followed by the family crisis, until we wonder how much more a person
can bear.



Invite people to be honest about their default responses to compounding trouble. Some of us
panic and try to control everything. Some go numb and shut down. Some lash out at the nearest
person. Some bargain with God. There is no shame in naming our reflexes; the point is to bring
them into the light.

Then hold up Job’s response (which the next questions will examine) as the goal: not denial, not
stoic numbness, but grief that bows in worship. Job did not pretend it did not hurt. He tore his
robe. But he fell down before God. The aim is a heart so anchored in God beforehand that, even
in the wreckage, its instinct turns Godward.

Encourage the room to think practically. The time to decide how you will respond to catastrophe
is not in the catastrophe. It is now, in the daily building of trust, scripture, prayer, and the
fellowship of the saints, so that when the wind comes, the foundation is already laid (Matthew
7:24-27).

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Naming our default crisis responses brings them into the light.

e  Grief and worship can coexist; faith is not denial.

e We prepare for crisis before it arrives, not during it.

¢ Daily habits of trust become the foundation that holds in the storm.

Discussion Prompts

e What is your honest first reflex when trouble piles up?
e What would it look like for grief and worship to live together in you?
e What are you doing now to lay a foundation for the storms ahead?

Question 7
Student Question:

Examine Job’s reaction in 1:20-21. What does it mean that he tore his robe and shaved his head,
yet fell down and worshiped?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Verse 20 is one of the most remarkable verses in scripture. Then Job arose and tore his robe and
shaved his head and fell on the ground and worshiped. Watch the sequence carefully, because it
teaches us how a believer grieves. He arose; he did not collapse into nothing. He tore his robe
and shaved his head, the customary signs of deep mourning in his culture. Job felt the loss to the
bone and expressed it openly. There is no stiff upper lip here.

And then, in the same breath, he fell on the ground and worshiped. This is the astonishment of
the verse. The same posture of falling, which could have been mere collapse, becomes an act of
adoration. Grief did not cancel worship, and worship did not deny grief. They knelt down



together. This is the biblical pattern: we are permitted to lament loudly and to worship truly at
the same time.

The teacher should make much of this against two errors. One error says faith requires us to
mask our pain, to put on a happy face and deny that anything hurts. Job shatters that. The other
error says pain entitles us to abandon worship, to turn from God in bitterness. Job shatters that
too. He shows a third way: bring the whole broken heart, tears and all, and lay it down before
God in worship.

This worship in the rubble is the spiritual summit of the chapter. It is not natural; it is the fruit of
a life already oriented to God. Job could worship in the ruins because he had been worshiping
every morning for years. The roots were already deep when the storm tested them.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e Biblical faith makes room for honest, expressed grief.

e Worship and lament can occupy the same moment.

e Faith neither masks pain nor abandons God because of pain.

e Worship in crisis grows from worship practiced in calm.

¢ Falling down can be either collapse or adoration; faith makes it the latter.

Discussion Prompts

e What does Job teach us about grieving as a believer?
¢ Which error are you more prone to: masking pain, or abandoning worship?
*  How can we make space in our worship for honest lament?

Question 8
Student Question:

Job said, “Naked | came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return” (1:21). How does
remembering that you brought nothing into the world and will carry nothing out reshape your
grip on what you own?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Job's words in verse 21 deserve to be memorized: Naked | came from my mother’s womb, and
naked shall | return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the
Lord. The first line is a clear-eyed look at the human condition. We arrive with nothing and we
leave with nothing (Ecclesiastes 5:15; compare 1 Timothy 6:7). Everything in between is, in a
sense, on loan.

This is a profound reframing of ownership. Job does not say, the Sabeans took, or the wind
destroyed, though both were literally true. He looks past the secondary causes to God and says,
the Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away. He recognizes that all he ever had was a gift from



God’s hand in the first place, never truly his to clutch. You cannot lose what you never owned;
you can only return what was always borrowed.

For students, this strikes at the heart of materialism and entitlement. We live in a culture that
teaches us to grip our possessions, our health, our very lives as rights we are owed. Job teaches
stewardship instead of ownership. When we hold everything with open hands, loss still hurts,
but it does not destroy us, because our security was never in the things to begin with.

Lead the room to apply this concretely. What are you gripping too tightly? A home, a savings
account, a reputation, even a relationship? The antidote is not to love these things less but to
hold them as God’s gifts, received with gratitude and surrendered, when the time comes, with
trust. Blessed be the name of the Lord, both in the giving and in the taking.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e We bring nothing into the world and take nothing out.

¢ All we have is a gift from God, held in stewardship, not absolute ownership.
e Open-handed living frees us from the tyranny of possessions.

e  Gratitude and surrender both flow from recognizing God as the Giver.

e Loss still hurts, but it cannot destroy a heart anchored in God.

Discussion Prompts

e What are you holding too tightly right now?
¢ How does seeing your possessions as borrowed change the way you live?
e Canyou say “blessed be the name of the Lord” in both giving and taking?

Question 9
Student Question:

How can God be sovereign over Job’s suffering, setting and enforcing the limits on Satan, without
God Himself being the author of evil or the one who sins against Job?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the heaviest doctrinal question in the lesson, and the teacher should give it real time. The
chapter presents two truths that must be held together without flinching: God is fully sovereign
over Job’s suffering, setting and enforcing its exact limits, and yet God is not the author of the
evil done to Job. How can both be true? The text itself shows us the way.

Look at who does what. It is Satan who challenges, Satan who strikes, Satan who sends the
raiders and the fire and the wind. The evil intent and the destructive action belong entirely to
the adversary. God does not lie, tempt to sin, or delight in cruelty; James 1:13 is emphatic that
God tempts no one. The actual evil is Satan’s, and human malice (the Sabeans, the Chaldeans) is
theirs. God is never the doer of the wrong.



Yet nothing happens outside God’s permission and boundary. Satan must ask. God says, behold,
all that he has is in your hand, only against him do not stretch out your hand (1:12). God draws
the line and Satan cannot cross it by a hair. So God is sovereign not by personally committing the
evil but by reigning over it, permitting it within limits, and (as the whole book and the New
Testament reveal) bending even Satan’s malice toward purposes of good (Romans 8:28; Genesis
50:20). The cross is the supreme example: the worst evil ever done, fully the act of wicked men
and the devil, was within God’s sovereign plan to redeem the world (Acts 2:23).

Guard the room against two ditches. The first makes God the author of evil, which slanders His
holy character and would make Him the sinner. The second makes God a bystander, helpless
while Satan rampages, which robs the sufferer of any comfort. The biblical path runs between: a
holy God who never sins, reigning over a real and malicious enemy who can do nothing beyond
the limits the Lord sets. That is precisely why a suffering believer can still trust. The leash is in
the hand of a good and holy God.

Finally, note the comfort hidden in the doctrine. If our suffering were truly random, or in the
hands of an enemy without limit, there would be no floor beneath us. But because the
boundaries are set by a wise and loving God who works all things for good, even our darkest
valley is fenced by His care. We may not be told why, but we are told Who holds the leash.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

e God is sovereign over all, including the precise limits set on Satan.

e God is never the author of evil; He tempts no one and does no wrong.

e Satan and wicked people are the real agents of the evil done to Job.

*  God permits evil within boundaries and bends it toward good (Romans 8:28).
® Reject both errors: God as author of evil, and God as helpless bystander.

* The cross is the supreme case of human evil within God’s redemptive plan.

e The sufferer’'s comfort is that the leash is held by a holy, loving God.

Discussion Prompts

e Who, in the text, actually does the evil to Job?
e How is permitting evil within limits different from authoring it?
e Why is it comforting that the leash on the enemy is in God’s hand?

Question 10
Student Question:

Looking back across this whole chapter, name one specific way the Lord Jesus is using Job’s
worship in the rubble (“the Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the
Lord”) to form your own heart right now.

Commentary and Teaching Notes



This capstone question asks the student to look back across the whole chapter and let it do its
work in the heart. The summit we keep returning to is Job’s confession in the rubble: the Lord
gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord. The aim is not merely to
admire Job but to be formed by his God.

Help the room see that this formation is the work of the Lord Jesus. Where Job’s faith was real
but would later strain and question, Christ’s faith was perfect. In the garden He prayed, not my
will but yours be done, and on the cross, with everything stripped away, He still cried, Father,
into your hands | commit my spirit (Luke 23:46). Job points forward to a greater Sufferer who
blessed the Father’s name even in death, and who now, by His Spirit, forms that same trust in
us.

Make the application personal and specific. It is easy to nod at Job’s confession in the abstract.
The harder, better work is to name one place in your actual life right now where Jesus is
teaching you to say, blessed be the name of the Lord, even here. A loss you are still grieving. A
blessing you are gripping too hard. A motive that needs purifying. Where is the chapter pressing
onyou?

Close with hope rather than mere challenge. We are not asked to manufacture Job’s worship by
willpower. We are invited to walk with Christ, to let Him deepen our roots in the calm so that we
can stand in the storm, and to trust that the same God who held the leash in Job’s day holds our
lives in His good and nail-scarred hands today.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

® The goal of study is heart formation, not mere admiration of Job.

e  Christ is the greater Sufferer who perfectly blessed the Father’s name.

e Jesus, by His Spirit, forms Job-like trust in us.

®  Genuine application is specific, naming a real place of present formation.
e Worship in the storm grows by walking with Christ, not by willpower.

Discussion Prompts

e Where in your life right now is Jesus teaching you to bless God’s name?
e How does Christ’s trust on the cross deepen Job’s confession for you?
*  What one specific step will you take to root your worship in the calm?



