The Books of Jeremiah and Lamentations

Lesson 22: Oracles Against the Nations and the Fall of Babylon -- Jeremiah
46:1-52:34

For most of this book, the thunder of God's judgment has rolled over Judah and Jerusalem.
Now, in these closing chapters, Jeremiah lifts his eyes and the camera pulls back, and we see
something staggering. The God who judged His own people is the Judge of all the earth. One
after another the great nations are summoned to the bar: Egypt with its proud army “rising like
the Nile,” Philistia, Moab in its self-satisfied ease, Ammon, Edom in its rocky strongholds,
Damascus, the desert tribes of Kedar and the kingdoms of Hazor, far-off Elam. None is too
strong, too distant, too settled to escape. The Lord reigns over them all.

Then the oracles gather their full force and turn upon Babylon itself. For two long chapters (50
and 51) God pronounces doom on the very empire He had used as His hammer against the
nations. Babylon, the golden city, the proud superpower that seemed eternal, the place where
God’s people sat down and wept by the rivers, is told that it too will fall. “Babylon must fall for
the slain of Israel, just as for Babylon have fallen the slain of all the earth.” The instrument of
judgment will itself be judged. No human empire, however magnificent, however cruel,
however certain of its own permanence, stands outside the reach of God’s justice.

There is deep comfort woven through these warnings, even for the trembling. In the middle of
the storm God turns to little Judah and says, “Fear not... for | am with you... | will make a full end
of all the nations to which | have driven you, but of you | will not make a full end.” The same
justice that topples empires is the tender faithfulness that preserves a remnant. And to the
captives in Babylon comes the command to flee, to come out, to escape, for the Lord is bringing
them home. Judgment on the oppressor is salvation for the oppressed.

And then the book closes, in chapter 52, with the fall of Jerusalem told one more time in sober,
factual detail: the broken walls, the burned temple, the carried-off treasures, the long captivity.
It would be a crushing way to end, except for the very last paragraph. There, in a Babylonian
prison, the captive king Jehoiachin is lifted up, his prison clothes changed, given a seat above the
other kings and a daily portion at the royal table for the rest of his life. After all the thunder, the
book leaves the door open just a crack, and through that crack streams a small, stubborn ray of
grace. This lesson is about the God who judges every proud nation, keeps His suffering people,
and, even at the end of judgment, will not slam shut the door of mercy.

Group Discussion: These final chapters announce God’s judgment on nation after nation, and
even on mighty Babylon itself, the proud empire that seemed untouchable. As you take in this
sweeping picture of God as Judge of all the earth, how does it change the way you view the
great powers, leaders, and ‘permanent’ institutions of our own day, and where do you tend to
fear or trust human power more than God?



Personal Reflection: Babylon believed it would stand forever, yet God brought it down; and at
the very end, a forgotten captive king is lifted from prison and seated at the table. Where in your
life are you trusting something proud and seemingly secure that cannot last, and where do you
most need to believe that God has not forgotten you, even in your own ‘prison’?

Read Jeremiah 46:1-52:34

Study Questions

1. Read 46:1-12 and 46:25-28. God judges proud Egypt, yet says to Judah, “Fear not... for | am
with you... | will not make a full end of you.” What does it reveal about God that the same
chapter announces certain judgment on a great nation and tender preservation for His own
people, and how do God’s justice and His covenant faithfulness belong together?

2. Egyptis pictured “rising like the Nile,” swelling with confidence, only to be brought low
(46:7-8). Where have you seen human pride and self-confidence swell up impressively, in
the world or in your own heart, and what does its fall teach you?

3. Read 48:7, 29-30, and 48:42. Moab is judged because “you trusted in your works and your
treasures” and for its “arrogance” and “haughtiness of heart.” What does Moab’s fall teach
us about the way self-sufficiency and pride invite God’s judgment, and how is this a warning
to any people at ease?

4. Moab had been “at ease from his youth... settled on his dregs,” never poured from vessel to
vessel, never disturbed (48:11). Where has comfort and an undisturbed life made you
spiritually complacent, and what would it mean to welcome God'’s unsettling for the sake of
your soul?



Read 49:16 and 49:23-24. Edom’s ‘pride of heart’ deceived it as it nested high in the rocks,
and Damascus melts in fear. What do these oracles teach us about the false security of
human strongholds and reputations, and where alone is true and lasting refuge to be found?

Edom said in its heart, “Who will bring me down to the ground?” (49:16), confident in its
fortress cliffs. Where are you quietly saying, “Who can touch me?”, trusting in some
stronghold of your own, and what would humble dependence on God look like instead?

Read 50:31-32 and 51:6-10. Proud Babylon, God's own instrument of judgment, is itself
condemned: “Behold, | am against you, O proud one... for your day has come.” What does
the fall of Babylon, the seemingly eternal superpower, teach us about the certain end of
every proud human empire, and about God as the sovereign Judge of all the earth?

Babylon was the great oppressor where God’s people wept in exile, yet God called His
people to ‘come out of her’ and promised her downfall (51:6, 45). Where do you feel
surrounded or held captive by a power, culture, or circumstance that seems too big to fall,
and how does Babylon’s certain end speak to that fear?

Read 50:33-34 with 51:10. God says of His captive people, “Their Redeemer is strong; the
Lord of hosts is his name. He will surely plead their cause,” and the exiles cry, “The Lord has
brought about our vindication.” How does God'’s judgment on Babylon reveal Him as the



Redeemer who pleads the cause of His oppressed people, and how does this point forward
to the greater redemption He works for His church through the Lord Jesus?

10. Read 52:31-34, the book’s final scene, where the captive king Jehoiachin is lifted from
prison, given new clothes, and seated at the king’s table for the rest of his life. Looking back
over this whole sweep of judgment that nonetheless ends with a small, surprising ray of
grace, name one specific way the Lord Jesus is teaching you to fear God rather than human
power, and to trust His mercy even in your darkest circumstances.

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: Psalm 2:1-12, the nations rage in vain, for God has set His King on
Zion and calls the rulers of the earth to serve the Lord; Daniel 4:30-37, proud Nebuchadnezzar
humbled until he learns that “those who walk in pride he is able to humble”; Isaiah 14:12-15,
the fall of the proud king of Babylon who said, “I will ascend... | will make myself like the Most
High”; Revelation 18:1-8, the fall of ‘Babylon the great,’ the final picture of every proud world-
power brought down by God; 1 Peter 5:5-6, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the
humble,” the timeless principle beneath all these oracles.
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