
The Book of Isaiah, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 17: The Lord of History and His Servant

Isaiah 41:1–42:25

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

The aim of this lesson is to help the class hold together two truths that our hearts tend to 
separate: that God is the absolute Lord of history, sovereign over every nation and ruler, and 
that this same God is tender enough to take a frightened believer by the hand and to refuse to 
break a bruised reed. Chapters 41 and 42 move from a cosmic courtroom, where God silences 
the idols and the nations, to the quiet introduction of His chosen Servant. Lead the class to see 
that God’s bigness is not cold and His gentleness is not weak. The One who calls the generations 
from the beginning (41:4) is the same One who says, “I will uphold you with my righteous right 
hand” (41:10).

Doctrinally, the heart of the lesson is the first Servant Song (42:1–9) and its direct fulfillment in 
Jesus Christ, quoted by Matthew (12:18–21). Guard the class against two errors. First, do not let 
the courtroom and the idol trial become a mere history lesson; press home that the God who 
alone declares the future still calls every person to abandon their idols and trust Him. Second, 
when you reach the Servant, anchor every promise (justice to the nations, a covenant for the 
people, a light for the nations, eyes opened, prisoners freed) in Christ and His gospel offered 
now to all the world, not in any future earthly political program. The contrast between blind, 
failing Israel (42:18–25) and the faithful Servant is meant to drive the class to Christ, who 
succeeded where we fail, and to a renewed obedient trust in Him.

Question 1

Student Question:

In 41:2–4 God asks, “Who stirred up one from the east whom victory meets at every step?” and 
then answers His own challenge: “I, the LORD, the first, and with the last; I am he.” What does 
this passage teach us about God’s control over the rise and fall of nations and rulers, and why 
does Isaiah ground Israel’s comfort in this truth rather than in their own strength?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Open your Bible to Isaiah 41 and notice the sound of it. There is a hush, and then a summons. 
“Listen to me in silence, O coastlands; let the peoples renew their strength; let them approach, 
then let them speak; let us together draw near for judgment” (41:1). God is convening a trial, 
and the defendants are the nations and their gods. The first piece of evidence He puts forward is 
a man stirred up “from the east” (41:2), one whom “victory meets... at every step,” who 
tramples kings like dust before his sword. Isaiah is pointing ahead to Cyrus, the Persian 
conqueror God will name outright in chapter 45, decades before the man is born. The point is 
not the conqueror. The point is the One behind the conqueror.



Then comes the question that frames the whole passage: “Who has performed and done this, 
calling the generations from the beginning?” (41:4). And God answers Himself, leaving no room 
for a competitor: “I, the LORD, the first, and with the last; I am he.” This is sovereignty over 
history stated as plainly as Scripture ever states it. God does not merely react to the headlines; 
He writes them from the beginning. The same title shows up on the lips of the risen Christ in 
Revelation 1:17–18, “I am the first and the last,” which tells us something staggering about who 
Isaiah’s God turns out to be.

Notice how God grounds His people’s comfort. He does not say, “Be brave because you are 
strong,” or, “Trust your armies.” He says, in effect, “The One who runs the nations is the One 
who has chosen you.” Israel’s security is not in their resources but in the character and rule of 
their God. That is exactly where our security must rest too. We watch elections and wars and 
markets with knots in our stomachs, but the believer is meant to read the news through Isaiah 
41:4. Empires are tools in the hand of a God who declared their rise before they drew their first 
breath.

There is a quiet warning folded into the comfort. If God governs the nations this completely, 
then the idols and the empires that demand our fear are frauds. To tremble before them as 
though they were ultimate is to forget who is really on the throne. The trial God convenes here 
is one He invites us to attend, so that we walk out of the courtroom afraid of nothing but Him.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God’s sovereignty over history is absolute: He is “the first, and with the last” (41:4), 
governing the rise of rulers before they exist.

 God stirs up “one from the east” (41:2), anticipating Cyrus, showing that even pagan 
conquerors serve His purposes (compare 45:1).

 Our security rests not in our own strength or resources but in the choosing, ruling God 
(41:8–10).

 The title “the first and the last” (41:4) is claimed by the risen Christ (Revelation 1:17–18), 
pointing to His full deity.

 Reading current events through God’s sovereignty (Acts 17:26) frees the Christian from a 
fear that paralyzes.

Discussion Prompts

 What recent headline or worry tempts you to feel that history is out of control? How does 
41:4 speak to it?

 Why does God ground Israel’s comfort in His rule over the nations rather than in their own 
strength?

 How does it change your reading of the news to know God declared these powers “from the 
beginning”?

Question 2

Student Question:



Read 41:10 and 41:13 again, where God says, “I am the LORD your God, who holds your right 
hand.” Picture God taking your hand the way a parent takes a frightened child’s. When fear 
comes knocking this week, what would actually change in how you respond if you truly believed 
God was holding your right hand?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Now we come to one of the most beloved verses in the whole Bible, and it deserves a slow read: 
“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help 
you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand” (41:10). Count the promises. I am with you. 
I am your God. I will strengthen you. I will help you. I will uphold you. Five reassurances pressed 
into a single breath, like a parent holding a trembling child and saying, over and over, “I’ve got 
you, I’ve got you, I’ve got you.”

Then look at what God does in the very next picture. “I am the LORD your God, who holds your 
right hand; it is I who say to you, Fear not, I am the one who helps you” (41:13). He does not 
stand at a distance and shout encouragement. He reaches down and takes hold of your hand. If 
you have ever walked a frightened child across a busy parking lot, you know the difference 
between telling a child “don’t be scared” and gripping their small hand in yours. God offers the 
grip.

Notice that God’s cure for fear is not the removal of the threat but the assurance of His 
presence. He does not promise Israel that the Babylonians will vanish or that the road ahead will 
be smooth. He promises something better: “I am with you.” This is the same medicine the New 
Testament prescribes. “I will never leave you nor forsake you,” Hebrews 13:5 says, “so we can 
confidently say, The Lord is my helper; I will not fear.” The believer’s courage is not a personality 
trait; it is a relationship.

So the practical question is whether we will actually live as people whose hand is held. Fear 
comes knocking for all of us, the diagnosis, the layoff, the wayward child, the empty future. The 
verse does not scold us for feeling afraid. It gives us Someone to feel afraid with. When the fear 
rises, the believer learns to say, “Yes, this is frightening, and my God is holding my right hand.”

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God’s remedy for fear is His presence, not the absence of trouble (41:10); courage flows 
from relationship, not circumstances.

 The fivefold promise of 41:10 (with you, your God, strengthen, help, uphold) shows the 
abundance of God’s care.

 “Who holds your right hand” (41:13) pictures intimate, hands-on nearness, not distant deity.
 The New Testament echoes this assurance: “I will never leave you nor forsake you” 

(Hebrews 13:5–6).
 Feeling fear is not sin; the call is to bring that fear to the God who holds us rather than 

letting it rule us.

Discussion Prompts



 Which of the five promises in 41:10 do you most need to hear this week, and why?
 What is the practical difference between God removing your trouble and God being with 

you in it?
 How can the class help one another remember God’s grip when fear comes knocking?

Question 3

Student Question:

In 41:8–9 God calls Israel “my servant... the offspring of Abraham, my friend,” and says, “I have 
chosen you and not cast you off.” What does it mean that God’s choice of His people rests on His 
own faithfulness and purpose, and how does this both comfort us and warn us against 
presuming on His grace (compare Hebrews 3:12–14)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

In 41:8–9 God turns and speaks tenderly over His people: “But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, 
whom I have chosen, the offspring of Abraham, my friend... I have chosen you and not cast you 
off.” Three words stack up here that ought to make us catch our breath: servant, chosen, friend. 
Israel did not earn the title “friend of God”; it was rooted in God’s covenant with Abraham and 
His own faithful purpose. He took the initiative. He reached to the ends of the earth to call 
them.

We have to handle this idea of God’s choosing carefully and biblically. God’s choice of His people 
flows from His own faithfulness and saving purpose, not from anything they brought to the 
table. That is genuine comfort, because it means our standing does not rest on the shifting sand 
of our performance but on the rock of His character. He chose them; He will not casually cast 
them off.

But Scripture never lets election become a pillow for presumption. The same God who chose 
Israel later disciplined Israel severely, and by the end of this very chapter we will meet a “blind” 
and “deaf” servant who failed (42:18–25). God’s choice is real, and it calls for a response of faith 
and obedience. Hebrews 3:12–14 sounds the warning to people who are truly God’s: “Take care, 
brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the 
living God.” Being chosen is not a guarantee that we may live however we please.

So hold both hands open. In one hand, the deep comfort that God’s commitment to His people 
rests on His own steadfast love, not on our flawless record. In the other hand, the sober 
reminder that we must “hold our original confidence firm to the end.” Through Christ, those 
who are baptized into Him become the true offspring of Abraham (Galatians 3:26–29), heirs of 
this same faithful, choosing love, and called to the same faithful, persevering response.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God’s choice of His people rests on His own faithfulness and covenant purpose, not on their 
merit (41:8–9).



 “Abraham, my friend” (41:8) shows that relationship with God is a gift of grace we did not 
earn.

 Election is real comfort but never a license for presumption; the chosen can still fall away 
(Hebrews 3:12–14).

 In Christ, the baptized become Abraham’s true offspring and heirs of the promise (Galatians 
3:26–29).

 God’s faithfulness calls for our persevering faith, not passive assurance that we may live as 
we please (Hebrews 10:26–31).

Discussion Prompts

 What is the difference between resting in God’s faithfulness and presuming on His grace?
 How do the comfort of 41:9 and the warning of Hebrews 3:12–14 fit together without 

contradiction?
 How does Galatians 3:26–29 connect us today to the promises spoken over Abraham’s 

offspring?

Question 4

Student Question:

God promises in 41:18 to “open rivers on the bare heights” and turn “the wilderness into a pool 
of water.” Where is there a dry, barren place in your own walk with God right now? What would 
it look like this week to bring that wilderness to Him honestly instead of pretending it is a 
garden?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

God makes an astonishing promise in 41:17–18. To the poor and needy who “seek water, and 
there is none, and their tongue is parched with thirst,” He answers, “I the LORD will answer 
them.” Then He paints the picture: “I will open rivers on the bare heights, and fountains in the 
midst of the valleys. I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of 
water.” This is God doing the impossible, bringing rivers where there should only be cracked 
dirt, turning desert into oasis.

Most of us know the wilderness from the inside. There are seasons when the Bible feels dry, 
prayer feels like talking to the ceiling, worship feels like going through motions, and the joy we 
used to know seems to have evaporated. We are tempted in those seasons to do one of two 
things: to pretend everything is fine and force a smile, or to quietly give up and drift. Isaiah 
offers a third way. The God who opens rivers on bare heights invites the parched to come and 
admit they are parched.

Notice who receives the promise. It is “the poor and needy,” the ones with nothing left, the ones 
whose tongues are dry. God does not wait for us to manufacture springs of our own. He meets 
the empty-handed. The honest confession, “Lord, I am dry, and I cannot fix this,” is not a failure 



of faith; it is the doorway to the river. Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him 
come to me and drink” (John 7:37), the very voice of this promise made flesh.

So the invitation this week is not to fake a garden where there is a wilderness. It is to bring the 
wilderness to God exactly as it is. Name the dry place out loud to Him. Tell Him where the 
springs have failed. The same God who turned desert into pool for ancient Israel is more than 
able to send rivers into the bare heights of your own soul, if you will come thirsty instead of 
pretending to be full.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God meets “the poor and needy” who admit their thirst, not those who pretend to be full 
(41:17).

 He delights to do the impossible, turning “the wilderness a pool of water” (41:18).
 Honest confession of spiritual dryness is a doorway to grace, not a failure of faith.
 Jesus is the fulfillment of this promise: “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink” 

(John 7:37).
 Pretending all is well when our souls are parched cuts us off from the very help God offers.

Discussion Prompts

 Where is the driest place in your walk with God right now? Can you name it honestly?
 Why do we so often pretend to be a garden when we are actually a wilderness?
 What would it look like this week to come to God thirsty rather than performing fullness?

Question 5

Student Question:

In 41:21–24 God puts the idols on trial: “Set forth your case... declare to us the things to come,” 
and then delivers the verdict, “Behold, you are nothing.” How does God’s ability to declare the 
future expose the emptiness of false gods, and what counts as an “idol” that we put our trust in 
today?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Now the trial reaches the idols directly, and God speaks with biting challenge. “Set forth your 
case, says the LORD; bring your proofs, says the King of Jacob... Tell us what is to come 
hereafter, that we may know that you are gods” (41:21–23). It is a dare. If these idols are really 
gods, let them do what God does: declare the future, explain the past, do something, anything. 
The courtroom waits. And the silence is deafening.

God renders the verdict Himself: “Behold, you are nothing, and your work is less than nothing; 
an abomination is he who chooses you” (41:24). And again at the chapter’s end, “Behold, they 
are all a delusion; their works are nothing; their metal images are empty wind” (41:29). Nothing. 
Less than nothing. Empty wind. The God who knows the end from the beginning exposes the 
idols as hollow precisely because they cannot do what He alone can do: speak the future before 
it happens.



Here is the test that still matters. The true God reveals what is to come; the idols can only sit 
there, mute and helpless. This is one of Scripture’s great arguments for trusting the God of the 
Bible, the One who told Israel about Cyrus before he was born and told the world about Christ 
centuries in advance. Fulfilled prophecy is God laying His evidence on the table and inviting the 
watching world to compare.

And what is an idol? It is anything we ask to do for us what only God can do, anything we trust 
to secure our future. Few of us bow to metal images, but we are tempted to set our hearts on 
money, careers, reputation, relationships, or political power as though they could guarantee 
tomorrow. Isaiah’s verdict falls on all of them: they are “empty wind.” The God who declares the 
future is the only safe place to put your trust, because He alone holds the future in His hands.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God’s ability to declare the future before it happens proves He alone is God (41:21–23).
 The verdict on idols is total: “you are nothing... empty wind” (41:24, 41:29).
 Fulfilled prophecy (Cyrus, and ultimately Christ) is God’s evidence for trusting Him.
 An idol is anything we trust to secure our future in God’s place: money, career, reputation, 

power.
 “An abomination is he who chooses you” (41:24) warns that idolatry is a serious offense, not 

a harmless preference.

Discussion Prompts

 Why is the ability to declare the future such powerful evidence that the LORD alone is God?
 What modern “idols” do people trust to secure their future, and how does God’s verdict 

apply to them?
 How does fulfilled prophecy strengthen your own confidence in the God of the Bible?

Question 6

Student Question:

The idols in 41:24 and 41:29 are pronounced “nothing” and “a delusion,” yet we keep building 
them. What is one thing in your life that quietly competes with God for your trust and your 
future? Be specific, and name one step you will take this week to dethrone it.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

God calls the idols “nothing” and “a delusion” and “empty wind” (41:24, 41:29), and yet here is 
the strange thing about the human heart: we keep building them anyway. We know money 
cannot save us, and we chase it. We know reputation is a vapor, and we guard it like treasure. 
We know our plans are not guaranteed, and we white-knuckle them as though they were. 
Idolatry is rarely a decision to reject God; it is usually a slow drift of trust toward something 
smaller.

This question asks you to get specific, because idols hide in vague language. “I just want 
security” sounds reasonable until you ask what you are actually trusting to provide it. “I just 



want my kids to do well” is good until your peace rises and falls entirely on their performance. 
The idol is whatever quietly takes God’s place as the thing you cannot live without, the thing 
whose loss would unmake you. Naming it is half the battle, because idols love to stay 
anonymous.

Notice that God does not merely scold the idolater; He frees him. The whole point of exposing 
the idols as “empty wind” is so that we will stop pouring our hearts into wind and turn to the 
God who actually holds the future. There is a kindness in this verdict. God is prying our fingers 
off the things that cannot save so He can fill our hands with Himself.

So name it this week, honestly, before God. What quietly competes for your trust? And then 
take one concrete step to dethrone it: a budget that says God owns your money, a Sabbath from 
the phone that says your worth is not in the scroll, a hard conversation that says your reputation 
is in God’s hands. Repentance is not a feeling; it is turning. Take one real step of turning.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Idols are rarely chosen openly; trust drifts toward smaller things over time (41:29).
 Naming an idol specifically robs it of its hidden power; vague language protects it.
 An idol is whatever we cannot live without, the thing whose loss would unmake us.
 God’s exposure of idols is an act of mercy, freeing us to trust the One who holds the future.
 Repentance is concrete turning, not merely a feeling of regret (compare Acts 17:30).

Discussion Prompts

 What is one thing in your life that quietly competes with God for your trust?
 Why does naming an idol specifically make it easier to dethrone than speaking in vague 

terms?
 What single, concrete step will you take this week to put that idol back in its place?

Question 7

Student Question:

In 42:1 God says of His Servant, “I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the 
nations,” and 42:4 adds that “the coastlands wait for his law.” What does it tell us about God’s 
heart that His chosen Servant is sent not only to Israel but to bring justice and light to all the 
nations (compare 42:6)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

After the noise of the courtroom, the tone changes completely. “Behold my servant, whom I 
uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth 
justice to the nations” (42:1). This is the first of Isaiah’s Servant Songs, and it opens with God 
Himself pointing: Behold. Look here. The same voice that just silenced the idols now lingers with 
delight over His chosen Servant. The Spirit rests on Him, and His mission is justice, not just for 
Israel, but “to the nations.”



That last phrase should stop us. The Servant’s reach is global from the very first verse. “He will 
not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands 
wait for his law” (42:4). The coastlands, the distant Gentile peoples, are not an afterthought; 
they are part of the plan from the beginning. God’s heart was never to save one nation and 
abandon the rest. The Servant is sent to bring light where there has only been darkness, to 
peoples who never had the covenant.

And the manner of His coming is as striking as its reach. “He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 
or make it heard in the street” (42:2). The Servant does not arrive like the conqueror from the 
east, trampling kings. He comes quietly, gently, without the fanfare of empire. The justice He 
brings is not imposed by the sword but established by a Servant who stoops. This is God’s heart 
on display: a salvation wide enough for the whole world and tender enough for the weakest soul 
in it.

When we ask what this tells us about God, the answer is enormous. The God of Isaiah 41, 
sovereign over every nation, does not use that sovereignty to crush the nations but to send 
them a Servant who brings justice and light. The same global mission breaks out in the New 
Testament when Paul tells the Athenians that God “commands all people everywhere to repent” 
(Acts 17:30). The Servant’s reach to the coastlands becomes the Great Commission to all 
nations.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God delights in His Servant and equips Him with the Spirit (42:1; compare Matthew 3:16–
17).

 The Servant’s mission is global from the start: “justice to the nations” and the “coastlands 
wait” (42:1, 42:4).

 God’s heart was always to reach the Gentiles, not to save Israel alone (compare Acts 17:24–
31).

 The Servant comes gently, not “crying aloud” in the street (42:2), unlike worldly conquerors.
 The global reach of the Servant anticipates the Great Commission to all nations (Matthew 

28:18–20).

Discussion Prompts

 What does it reveal about God that His Servant is sent to all the nations, not Israel alone?
 Why is the gentleness of 42:2 surprising after the courtroom and the conqueror of chapter 

41?
 How should the global heart of God in 42:1–4 shape the way our congregation thinks about 

missions?

Question 8

Student Question:



Isaiah 42:3 says the Servant “will not break” a bruised reed and “will not quench” a faintly 
burning wick. Think of someone in your life who is bruised or barely burning. How might God be 
calling you to imitate the Servant’s gentleness with that person this week, rather than adding to 
their burden?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Of all the gentle lines in Scripture, few are tenderer than this: “a bruised reed he will not break, 
and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice” (42:3). Picture 
a reed growing by the water, already cracked and bent, useless to a craftsman who would 
simply snap it off and throw it away. Picture a lamp wick whose flame has guttered down to a 
thread of smoke, ready to be pinched out. The Servant handles both with care. He does not 
finish off the weak; He restores them.

We are surrounded by bruised reeds and dim wicks. The coworker barely holding it together. 
The friend whose marriage is cracking. The teenager whose confidence has been crushed. The 
older saint who feels used up and forgotten. The widow whose faith is down to a flicker. The 
world tends to break what is already bent and to snuff out what is already fading, because the 
weak are inconvenient. The Servant does the opposite, and He calls His people to do the same.

Here is the searching part of this question. It is easier to admire the Servant’s gentleness than to 
imitate it. When someone is bruised, our impulse is often to add weight, a correction, a 
criticism, a comparison, a bit of advice they did not ask for. The Servant’s way is to come 
alongside the breaking reed and steady it, to cup a hand around the dying wick until the flame 
catches again. That is slow, patient, inconvenient love.

So think of one specific person who is bruised or barely burning, and ask how God might be 
calling you to handle them like the Servant this week. Not to fix them, not to lecture them, but 
to be careful with them. A note, a meal, a visit, an unhurried conversation where you mostly 
listen. The gentleness we have received from Christ is the gentleness He means to flow through 
us to the next breaking person He puts in our path.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 The Servant restores the weak rather than discarding them: “a bruised reed he will not 
break” (42:3).

 We are called to imitate Christ’s gentleness with the bruised and faltering around us 
(compare Galatians 6:1–2).

 Our impulse toward the weak is often to add weight (correction, criticism); the Servant’s 
way is to steady them.

 Gentleness is slow, patient, inconvenient love, not mere niceness.
 The gentleness we receive from Christ is meant to flow through us to others (compare 

Matthew 11:28–30).

Discussion Prompts

 Who in your life right now is a bruised reed or a faintly burning wick?



 What is your usual impulse toward people who are weak, and how does the Servant’s way 
differ?

 What is one specific, gentle act you could do for that person this week?

Question 9

Student Question:

Matthew 12:18–21 quotes Isaiah 42:1–4 and applies it directly to Jesus, “Behold, my servant 
whom I have chosen.” Working through the first Servant Song (42:1–9), how does Jesus fulfill the 
picture of the gentle Servant who brings justice, is given “as a covenant for the people, a light for 
the nations” (42:6), opens blind eyes, and frees prisoners (42:7)?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

This is the doctrinal heart of the lesson, so let us read the New Testament’s own verdict on 
Isaiah 42. Matthew watches Jesus heal the crowds and quietly withdraw, telling people not to 
make Him known, and then writes: “This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: 
Behold, my servant whom I have chosen, my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased... He 
will not quarrel or cry aloud, nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets; a bruised reed he will 
not break, and a smoldering wick he will not quench, until he brings justice to victory; and in his 
name the Gentiles will hope” (Matthew 12:18–21). The Spirit of God, through Matthew, tells us 
plainly: the Servant is Jesus.

Walk through the first Servant Song (42:1–9) with Jesus in view, and watch it come alive. “I have 
put my Spirit upon him” (42:1): the Spirit descended on Jesus at His baptism (Matthew 3:16–17). 
“He will bring forth justice to the nations” (42:1): Jesus opened the door of salvation to Jew and 
Gentile alike. “He will not cry aloud” (42:2): Jesus repeatedly hushed the crowds and avoided 
the trappings of earthly power. “A bruised reed he will not break” (42:3): think of how He dealt 
with the woman caught in sin, the tax collectors, the lepers, the children. Every line fits.

Then come to the commissioning words: “I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness... I 
will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness” (42:6–
7). The Servant is not merely a teacher of the covenant; He is given “as a covenant,” the living 
embodiment of God’s new and better covenant (Hebrews 8:6–13). He is “a light for the nations,” 
the very words Simeon spoke over the infant Jesus (Luke 2:32) and that Paul claimed as his 
mission to the Gentiles (Acts 13:47).

We must read these promises rightly. The opening of blind eyes and the release of prisoners are 
fulfilled in Christ now, in the gospel age, as people blinded by sin receive sight and those bound 
by sin and death are set free in Him (2 Corinthians 4:4–6; John 8:34–36). This is not a blueprint 
for a future earthly political kingdom or a rebuilt temple with renewed sacrifices. The kingdom 
the Servant brings was established when He was raised and seated at God’s right hand, and it 
advances now through the gospel. The Servant reigns today, and His light still goes out to the 
nations through His church.



And here is the wonder of it for you personally. The gentle Servant who would not break the 
bruised reed is the same Lord you come to in faith, repentance, confession, and baptism (Acts 
2:38; Romans 6:3–4). When you were baptized into Christ, you were brought out of the 
dungeon of sin into His light. The Servant did not break you; He saved you. The whole song, sung 
centuries before Bethlehem, finds its yes and amen in Jesus.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Matthew 12:18–21 directly identifies the Servant of Isaiah 42:1–4 as Jesus Christ.
 The Spirit on the Servant (42:1) is fulfilled at Jesus’ baptism (Matthew 3:16–17).
 Jesus is given “as a covenant for the people” (42:6), the living embodiment of the new 

covenant (Hebrews 8:6–13).
 Jesus is “a light for the nations” (42:6), echoed by Simeon (Luke 2:32) and claimed by Paul 

(Acts 13:47).
 Opened eyes and freed prisoners (42:7) are fulfilled now in the gospel, not in a future 

earthly kingdom (2 Corinthians 4:4–6; John 8:34–36).
 The Servant’s kingdom was established at His resurrection and reigns now; He is no future 

earthly political ruler.
 We enter the Servant’s light through faith, repentance, confession, and baptism into Christ 

(Acts 2:38; Romans 6:3–4).

Discussion Prompts

 Walk through 42:1–9 line by line: where do you see each phrase fulfilled in the life of Jesus?
 What does it mean that Jesus is given “as a covenant” and “a light for the nations” (42:6)?
 Why is it important to read the opened eyes and freed prisoners of 42:7 as fulfilled now in 

the gospel rather than in a future earthly kingdom?

Question 10

Student Question:

Isaiah 42:18–25 shows Israel as a “blind” and “deaf” servant who “would not walk in his ways,” 
set in sharp contrast to the faithful Servant, Christ. Knowing that Jesus succeeded everywhere we 
fail, name one specific way you will let Him form you this week: trusting His “fear not,” imitating 
His gentleness, or carrying His light to the nations around you.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The chapter ends with a hard mirror. After the new song of praise (42:10–13) and the picture of 
God who has long been silent now rising to act “like a woman in labor” (42:14), Isaiah turns to 
Israel and calls them what they are: a failed servant. “Hear, you deaf, and look, you blind, that 
you may see! Who is blind but my servant, or deaf as my messenger whom I send?” (42:18–19). 
The nation that was chosen to carry God’s light has gone blind and deaf to Him. They “would not 
walk in his ways” and “would not obey his law” (42:24), and so the discipline came.



Set this blind, deaf servant beside the faithful Servant of 42:1–9, and the contrast is the whole 
point. Israel was called to bring justice and failed; the true Servant, Christ, brought justice and 
did not grow faint. Israel was meant to be a light and went dark; Jesus is the light that no 
darkness overcomes (John 1:4–5). Where the first servant stumbled, the second Servant stood. 
This is not a footnote; it is the gospel in miniature. We need a Servant who succeeds where 
every other servant, including us, has failed.

And that should land close to home, because we are far more like the blind, deaf servant than 
we are like Christ. We have eyes that do not see and ears that do not hear. We know the right 
path and do not walk it. We have been entrusted with light and let it dim. If the story depended 
on our faithfulness, it would end the way Israel’s did, in discipline and exile. But the story does 
not depend on us. It depends on the Servant who never grew faint.

So the application is deeply personal. Knowing that Jesus succeeded everywhere we fail is not 
an excuse to keep failing; it is the power to change. Because He is faithful, we can stop 
pretending and start following. This week, pick one specific way you will let Him form you. 
Maybe it is trusting His “fear not, for I am with you” when the dread rises. Maybe it is imitating 
His gentleness, refusing to break a bruised reed in your own home. Maybe it is carrying His light 
to one of the nations around you, the neighbor, the coworker, the stranger. Choose one, and let 
the faithful Servant make you a faithful servant too.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Israel is exposed as a “blind” and “deaf” servant who “would not walk in his ways” (42:18–
20, 42:24).

 The failed servant (Israel) stands in sharp contrast to the faithful Servant (Christ) of 42:1–9.
 We resemble the blind, deaf servant more than we like to admit; the story cannot rest on 

our faithfulness.
 Jesus is the light that succeeds where Israel went dark (John 1:4–5); He saves where we fail.
 Christ’s faithfulness is not an excuse to keep failing but the power to be formed into faithful 

servants.
 Letting Jesus form us is concrete: trusting His promise, imitating His gentleness, or carrying 

His light.

Discussion Prompts

 In what ways do you see yourself in the “blind” and “deaf” servant of 42:18–19?
 How does the contrast between failing Israel and the faithful Servant point us to our need 

for Christ?
 What one specific way will you let Jesus form you this week, and how can the class hold you 

to it?


