
The Book of Isaiah, Teacher’s Guide

Lesson 15: Hezekiah’s Illness and Babylon’s Warning

Isaiah 38:1–39:8

Teaching Aim (Teacher Orientation)

The aim of this lesson is to bring the class into two very personal rooms and let them feel what 
happens to a believer’s heart in each. The first room is a sickbed, where a faithful king faces 
death, prays, receives a stunning reprieve of fifteen years, and pours out a song of thanksgiving. 
The second room is a treasure house, where the same king, now recovered and flattered by 
foreign envoys, proudly shows off everything he owns and earns a sobering prophecy of future 
judgment. The contrast between the two rooms is the lesson. The class should come away with 
a vivid sense of how dependence on God in trouble can quietly curdle into pride and 
complacency in success.

Doctrinally and pastorally, the lesson works two great themes. The first is gratitude and the 
brevity of life. Hezekiah’s illness teaches him to number his days, and his song models the kind 
of thanksgiving that flows from a fresh awareness of mortality. We want the class to feel the gift 
of time as a trust to be used for praising God and passing faith to the next generation, since the 
dead cannot praise Him but the living can. The second theme is the danger of pride and self-
centered complacency after deliverance, climaxing in Hezekiah’s troubling reply about peace in 
his own days. The Babylon warning sets up the rest of Isaiah and shows that the seeds of the 
exile were sown in a moment of proud display.

Keep the application searching and tender. Most people guard their hearts in adversity but relax 
in prosperity, which is exactly where Hezekiah fell. Press the question of how we keep 
dependence and humility alive when life is going well, and point ahead to Christ, who teaches us 
to hold our treasures loosely and our days humbly. The goal is not to scold Hezekiah but to 
recognize ourselves in him and to be formed by the Lord into grateful, humble, watchful 
disciples.

Question 1

Student Question:

In Isaiah 38:1 Isaiah tells Hezekiah plainly, “Set your house in order, for you shall die.” What does 
it teach us about God’s kindness that He sometimes confronts us honestly with the nearness of 
death rather than letting us live in denial?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Chapter 38 opens with a blunt and frightening word: “In those days Hezekiah became sick and 
was at the point of death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came to him, and said to him, 
Thus says the LORD: Set your house in order, for you shall die, you shall not recover.” There is no 
gentle bedside manner here. The prophet delivers God’s word straight. This is the same king 



who had just been spared from Assyria; now he faces an enemy no army can repel, his own 
mortality.

We should not miss the kindness hidden inside this hard word. God tells Hezekiah plainly that 
death is near and instructs him to set his house in order. There is a mercy in honest warning. 
Many people drift toward death in denial, never preparing their souls or their affairs. God gives 
Hezekiah the gift of knowing, the chance to make things right, to pray, to prepare. A word that 
sounds harsh is in fact an act of grace.

The timing is striking. This illness likely came around the time of the Assyrian crisis, at the height 
of Hezekiah’s life and influence. We sometimes imagine that a great spiritual victory should be 
followed by smooth sailing, but here the man who saw God defeat an empire is laid flat on a 
sickbed within the same season. Faithfulness does not purchase immunity from suffering or 
death.

The phrase set your house in order is worth pausing on. It is wise counsel for every person, not 
only kings and not only the dying. To live ready, with our affairs in order and, far more 
importantly, our souls in order before God, is simply wisdom. None of us is promised tomorrow, 
and the call to be prepared is one of the steady refrains of Scripture.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God delivers the hard word plainly through Isaiah; honest warning about death is itself a 
kindness (Isaiah 38:1).

 Knowing death is near gives Hezekiah the chance to pray, prepare, and set things right, a 
mercy many never receive.

 Faithfulness does not buy immunity from suffering; the victor over Assyria is laid low by 
illness in the same season.

 Set your house in order is wise counsel for everyone; none of us is promised tomorrow 
(James 4:14).

 Living ready, with our souls in order before God, is one of Scripture’s steady refrains.

Discussion Prompts

 Is there a hard truth God may be telling you plainly that you have been avoiding?
 What would it mean for you to set your house in order spiritually this week?
 Why do we so often assume spiritual victory should be followed by an easy season?

Question 2

Student Question:

When Hezekiah received the news of his death, he turned his face to the wall and wept and 
prayed (38:2–3). When you face frightening news, do you tend to turn toward God or away from 
Him, and what would turning toward Him look like for you right now?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



Hezekiah’s response, verses 2 and 3, is immediate and intensely personal: “Then Hezekiah 
turned his face to the wall and prayed to the LORD, and said, Please, O LORD, remember how I 
have walked before you in faithfulness and with a whole heart, and have done what is good in 
your sight. And Hezekiah wept bitterly.” He turns his face to the wall, away from everyone, and 
pours out his heart directly to God.

Notice the direction of his turning. In his deepest distress, Hezekiah turns toward the Lord, not 
away from Him. This is the instinct of genuine faith. The same king who, in the previous chapter, 
took the Assyrian threat into the temple now takes his own mortal fear into prayer. When the 
news is worst, the believer’s truest reflex is to turn to God, even with tears.

His prayer asks God to remember his faithful walk. We should be careful here. Hezekiah is not 
claiming to have earned more life by his good behavior, as if God owed him. Under the old 
covenant, faithfulness and length of life were often linked in God’s dealings with His people, and 
Hezekiah appeals to a relationship of covenant faithfulness, not to sinless merit. He is asking 
God, in effect, to deal with him as one who has sought to walk with Him.

And he weeps bitterly. There is nothing unspiritual about Hezekiah’s tears. Scripture does not 
present faith as the absence of grief or fear. Jesus Himself wept at a grave. Faith does not mean 
we feel no fear of death; it means we bring that fear, and those tears, to the God who hears. 
Hezekiah’s weeping prayer is honest, raw, and entirely directed at the Lord.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 In his deepest distress Hezekiah turns toward the Lord, not away; this is the instinct of 
genuine faith (Isaiah 38:2).

 He appeals to a covenant relationship of faithfulness, not to sinless merit that would earn 
more life.

 Faith is not the absence of grief or fear; Hezekiah weeps bitterly and is not rebuked for it.
 Bringing our fears and tears to God, rather than hiding them, is the mark of honest faith 

(Hebrews 5:7).
 The believer’s truest reflex when the news is worst is to turn to God in prayer.

Discussion Prompts

 When you face frightening news, do you turn toward God or away, and why?
 How does it free you to know that tears and faith are not opposites?
 What honest prayer have you been holding back that you need to pour out to God?

Question 3

Student Question:

God heard Hezekiah’s prayer and added fifteen years to his life (38:5), and He even gave a sign 
by turning back the shadow on the steps (38:7–8). What do these verses teach us about God as 
the One who hears prayer and holds the length of our lives in His hands?

Commentary and Teaching Notes



God’s answer comes swiftly, verses 4 through 6: “Then the word of the LORD came to Isaiah: Go 
and say to Hezekiah, Thus says the LORD, the God of David your father: I have heard your 
prayer; I have seen your tears. Behold, I will add fifteen years to your life. I will deliver you and 
this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria, and will defend this city.” Before Isaiah has even 
left the palace courtyard, in the parallel account, God reverses the sentence.

Sit with that phrase: “I have heard your prayer; I have seen your tears.” This is one of the most 
tender lines in all of Isaiah. The God who rules over kingdoms and empires also bends to hear 
the prayer of one weeping man and to notice his tears. Nothing about our distress is too small 
for His attention. He is sovereign over Assyria and attentive to a single sickbed at the same time.

God adds fifteen years. This is a gift, pure and undeserved, and it reframes everything Hezekiah 
will do afterward. Every one of those years is borrowed time, a gift held in trust. We will see, 
sadly, that Hezekiah does not always steward the gift well, but the gift itself testifies to a God 
who is moved by the prayers of His people and who holds the very length of our days in His 
hands.

We should be careful not to turn this into a formula, as though every faithful prayer guarantees 
physical healing or added years. God’s answer to Hezekiah was a specific act of grace in a 
specific covenant moment. What it does teach universally is that God truly hears, that He is 
moved by His people’s cries, and that our times are in His hands, not ours. Whether He grants 
more years or calls us home, He remains the God who hears and sees.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God reverses the sentence swiftly: I have heard your prayer; I have seen your tears (Isaiah 
38:5).

 The sovereign Lord of empires bends to hear one weeping man; nothing in our distress is 
beneath His attention.

 The added fifteen years are a pure gift, borrowed time held in trust, reframing all Hezekiah 
does afterward.

 This is not a formula guaranteeing healing for every prayer; it is a specific act of covenant 
grace.

 The universal lesson is that God hears, is moved by our cries, and holds the length of our 
days in His hands (Psalm 31:15).

Discussion Prompts

 How does I have heard your prayer; I have seen your tears change the way you think about 
prayer?

 Why is it important not to turn Hezekiah’s healing into a guaranteed formula?
 If you saw your remaining years as borrowed time held in trust, what would you do 

differently?

Question 4



Student Question:

In his song Hezekiah confesses, “I walk slowly all my years because of the bitterness of my soul” 
(38:15), describing how the brush with death humbled and changed him. How has a hard 
experience in your life made you walk more humbly and gratefully before God?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

God confirms His promise with an extraordinary sign, verses 7 and 8: “This shall be the sign to 
you from the LORD, that the LORD will do this thing that he has promised: Behold, I will make 
the shadow cast by the declining sun on the dial of Ahaz turn back ten steps.” And the sun’s 
shadow moved back ten steps. God grants a visible, cosmic-scale sign to assure a sick man that 
His word is sure.

The sign itself, the reversing of the shadow on the steps, is the kind of wonder that points 
beyond itself. Hezekiah, near death and surely struggling to believe he would really recover, is 
given tangible assurance. God meets human weakness with gracious confirmation. We should 
note the principle without expecting such signs ourselves; God authenticated His word to His 
people in particular ways at particular times, and we now rest on His completed, written word.

It is worth observing that the dial belonged to Ahaz, Hezekiah’s faithless father. On the very 
instrument associated with an unbelieving king, God displays His power to a believing son. There 
is a quiet grace in that detail, as if to say that God’s faithfulness can shine even against the 
backdrop of a family’s earlier failures.

The larger point of the sign is the trustworthiness of God’s word. Hezekiah did not have to 
wonder whether God would keep His promise; God underlined it. For us, the assurance is not a 
moving shadow but the unbreakable reliability of everything God has said. The God who turned 
back the shadow to confirm fifteen years is the God whose every promise in Christ is yes and 
amen.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 God grants a visible sign, the shadow moving back ten steps, to assure a dying man His word 
is sure (Isaiah 38:7–8).

 God meets human weakness with gracious confirmation; the sign points beyond itself to His 
reliability.

 Such authenticating signs belonged to particular moments; we now rest on God’s completed 
written word (2 Timothy 3:16–17).

 The sign appears on the dial of faithless Ahaz, showing God’s faithfulness shining against a 
family’s earlier failure.

 The enduring assurance is the trustworthiness of God’s word; His promises in Christ are yes 
and amen (2 Corinthians 1:20).

Discussion Prompts

 How does God assure us of His promises today now that the canon is complete?



 What does it tell you that God showed His faithfulness on the dial of faithless Ahaz?
 Where do you most need to rest on the reliability of God’s word rather than waiting for a 

sign?

Question 5

Student Question:

Hezekiah’s song moves from despair to praise, declaring, “The living, the living, he thanks you” 
(38:19), and resolves to make God’s faithfulness known to his children. Why is gratitude such an 
essential mark of genuine faith, and how does remembering our mortality fuel it?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The middle of chapter 38 records Hezekiah’s song, verses 9 through 20, written after his 
recovery. It is a remarkable piece, moving from the depths of despair to the heights of praise. He 
begins by recalling how it felt to be told he would die: “I said, In the middle of my days I must 
depart; I am consigned to the gates of Sheol for the rest of my years.” He describes life being cut 
off like a weaver rolling up his cloth, his days ending like a tent struck and folded.

The middle of the song, verses 14 through 16, captures the desperation of his illness, moaning 
like a dove, eyes weary with looking upward, crying “O Lord, I am oppressed; be my pledge of 
safety!” Then comes a turning point of deep self-knowledge, verse 15: “What shall I say? For he 
has spoken to me, and he himself has done it. I walk slowly all my years because of the 
bitterness of my soul.” The brush with death has marked him. He will walk humbly, soberly, for 
the rest of his life.

This is one of the great fruits of suffering rightly received. Hezekiah’s near-death experience did 
not make him bitter; it made him humble. He resolves to walk slowly, to live at a more careful, 
grateful pace, chastened by how close he came to the end. Affliction, when we bring it to God, 
can teach us a humility and a tenderness that comfort never could.

Then the song turns fully to praise, verses 17 through 20. “Behold, it was for my welfare that I 
had great bitterness; but in love you have delivered my life from the pit of destruction, for you 
have cast all my sins behind your back.” He sees now that even the bitterness served his 
welfare, and he marvels at God’s forgiveness. The song models the journey faith makes through 
suffering, from despair, through honest lament, into humility and finally into grateful praise.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Hezekiah’s song moves from despair through honest lament into humility and finally 
grateful praise (Isaiah 38:9–20).

 The brush with death marks him: I walk slowly all my years, a chastened, humbler pace of 
life (38:15).

 Suffering rightly received produces humility and tenderness rather than bitterness (Romans 
5:3–4).



 He sees in hindsight that even his bitterness served his welfare and marvels that God cast 
his sins behind His back (38:17).

 The song models the journey faith makes through affliction, ending in praise and a resolve to 
make God known.

Discussion Prompts

 How has an affliction, brought to God, changed the pace and posture of your life?
 What does it mean to you that God casts the believer’s sins behind His back?
 Why does honest lament often have to come before genuine praise?

Question 6

Student Question:

Hezekiah says the grave cannot praise God, but the living can (38:18–19), so the gift of more 
years is a gift of more time to worship and witness. How are you using the time God has given 
you to praise Him and to make Him known to the next generation?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The climax of the song, verses 18 and 19, gives us one of its most quoted lines and a key to the 
whole chapter: “For Sheol does not thank you; death does not praise you; those who go down 
to the pit do not hope for your faithfulness. The living, the living, he thanks you, as I do this day; 
the father makes known to the children your faithfulness.” Hezekiah grasps that the gift of more 
life is the gift of more time to praise God and to pass faith on.

The repetition, the living, the living, carries the weight of a man who almost lost the chance. 
There is an urgency in it. Life is the arena of worship and witness. The dead, in the limited 
understanding of Hezekiah’s day, could not declare God’s faithfulness in the land of the living; 
but he, given more years, can and will. Every added day is a day to thank God and to make Him 
known.

Notice especially the last line: the father makes known to the children your faithfulness. 
Hezekiah connects his gratitude to his responsibility for the next generation. The proper 
response to God’s mercy is not only personal praise but the deliberate passing of faith to those 
who come after us. This is a vital and recurring biblical duty, and it makes Hezekiah’s later failure 
in chapter 39, where he seems unconcerned about his descendants, all the more striking.

There is a deep principle here for every believer. Our time is not our own; it is a trust. The years 
God grants are given so that the living may praise Him and hand the knowledge of His 
faithfulness to the next generation. A life that grasps the brevity of its days and uses them for 
worship and witness is a life lived wisely. This is the heartbeat of the chapter before the sad turn 
that follows.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues



 Hezekiah sees that more life means more time to praise God and pass faith on: the living, 
the living, he thanks you (Isaiah 38:19).

 The repetition carries urgency; life is the arena of worship and witness, and he almost lost it.
 Gratitude is tied to responsibility for the next generation: the father makes God’s 

faithfulness known to the children.
 This duty to pass on faith makes Hezekiah’s later indifference to his descendants in chapter 

39 all the more striking.
 Our time is a trust; a wise life grasps its brevity and spends its days on worship and witness 

(Psalm 90:12).

Discussion Prompts

 How are you using the time God has given you to praise Him?
 What are you doing deliberately to make God’s faithfulness known to the next generation?
 Why is gratitude for life inseparable from responsibility for those who come after us?

Question 7

Student Question:

In Isaiah 39:1–2 the Babylonian envoys arrive and Hezekiah shows them all his treasures, his 
silver, gold, armory, and storehouses, holding nothing back. What does this eager display reveal 
about how success and flattery can expose pride that adversity never touched?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Chapter 39 opens a new and troubling scene: “At that time Merodach-baladan the son of 
Baladan, king of Babylon, sent envoys with letters and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that 
he had been sick and had recovered.” Babylon was, at this point, a rising power and an enemy of 
Assyria, so there was likely a political angle to this friendly visit, an invitation to alliance against 
the common foe. Flattery and politics arrive together at the king’s door.

Hezekiah’s response, verse 2, is the hinge of the chapter: “And Hezekiah welcomed them gladly. 
And he showed them his treasure house, the silver, the gold, the spices, the precious oil, his 
whole armory, all that was found in his storehouses. There was nothing in his house or in all his 
realm that Hezekiah did not show them.” Notice the totality. He held nothing back. Every 
treasure, every weapon, his entire wealth, paraded before the envoys of a foreign power.

What is exposed here is pride. The king who wept toward God on his sickbed now beams with 
self-importance before flattering visitors. The Chronicler tells us plainly that God left him in this 
moment to test him and to reveal what was in his heart. And what was in his heart, it turns out, 
was a proud delight in his own glory, his own wealth, his own achievements. The danger that 
adversity could not produce in him, prosperity now exposed.

This is one of the most sobering observations in the whole study. Hezekiah passed the test of 
the Assyrian siege; he failed the test of the Babylonian compliment. Many a believer who stands 
firm under attack quietly crumbles under success and flattery. Prosperity and praise are often 



more dangerous to the soul than hardship, because they appeal to our pride and lull us into self-
reliance. We guard ourselves in the storm and let down our guard in the sunshine.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Babylonian envoys arrive with flattery and likely a political agenda after Hezekiah’s recovery 
(Isaiah 39:1).

 Hezekiah shows them everything, holding nothing back; the totality of the display exposes 
his pride (39:2).

 God left him in this moment to test him and reveal what was in his heart (2 Chronicles 
32:31).

 Adversity could not produce this pride, but prosperity and flattery did; success can be more 
dangerous than hardship.

 Many who stand firm under attack crumble under praise; we guard ourselves in the storm 
and relax in the sunshine (Proverbs 16:18).

Discussion Prompts

 Why is prosperity and praise often more spiritually dangerous than hardship?
 What do you tend to show off, and what does that reveal about your heart?
 How can we keep our guard up in seasons when life is going well?

Question 8

Student Question:

After the warning of judgment, Hezekiah says, “Is it not good, if there shall be peace and security 
in my days?” (39:8). Where are you tempted to settle for comfort in your own days while 
neglecting your responsibility to those who come after you?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Isaiah confronts the king, verses 3 through 7, and the questions are pointed: “What did these 
men say? And from where did they come to you?” Hezekiah answers that they came from a far 
country, from Babylon. “What have they seen in your house?” And Hezekiah admits, with 
apparent obliviousness, “They have seen all that is in my house. There is nothing in my 
storehouses that I did not show them.” He does not yet grasp what he has done.

Then comes the prophecy, verses 5 through 7: “Hear the word of the LORD of hosts: Behold, the 
days are coming, when all that is in your house, and that which your fathers have stored up till 
this day, shall be carried to Babylon. Nothing shall be left, says the LORD. And some of your own 
sons, who will come from you, whom you will father, shall be taken away, and they shall be 
eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.”

The judgment fits the sin with terrible precision. Everything Hezekiah proudly displayed will be 
carried off to the very place whose envoys he so eagerly impressed. The treasures he paraded 
will become Babylon’s plunder. And even his descendants, the children to whom he was 
supposed to make God’s faithfulness known, will be carried into exile and servitude. The man 



who showed off his house will lose his house. This prophecy looks ahead more than a century to 
the Babylonian captivity and sets the stage for the rest of Isaiah, chapters 40 and following.

We should feel the weight of this. A single act of proud display, in a moment of relaxed, post-
deliverance complacency, becomes a signpost pointing toward national catastrophe. Sin in the 
comfortable seasons is not harmless. The seeds of the exile are sown here, in a treasure-house 
tour conducted by a proud and forgetful king. What we do in our prosperity matters, sometimes 
for generations.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Isaiah’s pointed questions expose that Hezekiah showed the envoys everything, still not 
grasping his fault (Isaiah 39:3–4).

 The judgment fits the sin precisely: all he displayed will be carried to Babylon, and even his 
sons taken into exile (39:5–7).

 The treasures he paraded become Babylon’s plunder; the man who showed off his house 
loses it.

 The prophecy looks ahead to the Babylonian captivity and sets the stage for Isaiah 40 
onward.

 A single proud act in a complacent season becomes a signpost to national catastrophe; sin in 
comfort is not harmless (Galatians 6:7).

Discussion Prompts

 How does the precise fit between Hezekiah’s sin and its judgment sober you?
 Why is sin committed in comfortable, complacent seasons so easy to underestimate?
 What present choices of yours might affect those who come after you?

Question 9

Student Question:

In Isaiah 39:5–7 Isaiah warns that everything Hezekiah proudly displayed, and even his own sons, 
will one day be carried away to Babylon. How does this warning expose the danger of pride and 
self-centered complacency after a great deliverance, and what does it teach about the 
consequences of trusting in our treasures and our own glory rather than in God?

Commentary and Teaching Notes

The reply Hezekiah gives, verse 8, is one of the most quietly damning lines in Scripture: “Then 
Hezekiah said to Isaiah, The word of the LORD that you have spoken is good. For he thought, 
There will be peace and security in my days.” On the surface he sounds submissive, even pious, 
accepting God’s word as good. But the explanation lays bare the real motive: he is relieved that 
the disaster will not fall in his own lifetime.

This is self-centered complacency in its purest form. Hezekiah hears that his descendants will be 
carried into exile and that everything will be plundered, and his comfort is that it will not 
happen to him. There is no grief for his children, no intercession for the future, no repentance. 



So long as he has peace in his days, he is content to let the catastrophe fall on the next 
generation. The contrast with chapter 38, where he longed to make God’s faithfulness known to 
his children, could not be sharper.

This is the heart-attitude these two chapters exist to expose, and it is far more common than we 
like to admit. It is the temptation to settle for comfort in our own time while neglecting our 
responsibility to those who come after. It is the quiet selfishness that says, as long as things are 
alright for me, I need not be troubled about the future or about anyone else. It is complacency 
dressed up as acceptance.

We must let this challenge us. The danger after a great deliverance is precisely this kind of self-
satisfied ease. Hezekiah had walked with God, had been healed, had been given fifteen extra 
years, and yet his final recorded words reveal a heart that had grown small and self-focused. The 
same drift can happen to any of us, especially when life is comfortable. The cure is to keep the 
dependence and the outward, generational concern of chapter 38 alive even in the prosperity of 
our own days.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Hezekiah’s reply sounds pious but his real comfort is that disaster will not fall in his lifetime 
(Isaiah 39:8).

 He shows no grief for his children, no intercession, no repentance, only relief for himself.
 This is self-centered complacency: settling for comfort in our own days while neglecting 

those who come after.
 The contrast with chapter 38, where he longed to make God known to his children, exposes 

how far his heart had drifted.
 The danger after great deliverance is self-satisfied ease; the cure is keeping dependence and 

generational concern alive (Philippians 2:4).

Discussion Prompts

 Where are you tempted to settle for peace in my days while neglecting the future or others?
 How does Hezekiah’s reply differ from the heart he showed in his song in chapter 38?
 What does it look like to care about the next generation rather than only our own comfort?

Question 10

Student Question:

Hezekiah began these chapters weeping toward God in dependence and ended them complacent 
and self-satisfied after his recovery. Name one specific way the Lord Jesus is teaching you to 
guard your heart against pride and complacency in the very seasons when life is going well.

Commentary and Teaching Notes

Let us gather the lesson of these two chapters and let it search us, because together they form a 
kind of mirror. In chapter 38 we see a believer at his best, turning to God in distress, praying 
honestly, receiving mercy, and responding with humble, grateful praise and a resolve to pass on 



faith. In chapter 39 we see the same believer at his worst, flattered, proud, displaying his 
treasures, and finally complacent about a coming judgment so long as it spares him. The two 
portraits hang side by side on purpose.

The central warning is the danger of pride and self-centered complacency after deliverance. It is 
one of the great spiritual ironies that we are often more vulnerable after a victory than during a 
battle. On the sickbed Hezekiah depended utterly on God; in the treasure house he basked in his 
own glory. The very security God had given him became the soil in which pride grew. This is why 
Scripture repeatedly warns the comfortable to take heed, and why prosperity requires even 
more watchfulness than adversity.

These chapters also press the brevity of life and the call to gratitude. Hezekiah’s illness taught 
him to number his days and fueled his thanksgiving, but the lesson faded once the danger 
passed. We must not let our own brushes with mortality, our scares, losses, and recoveries, 
teach us humility only to forget it the moment life is comfortable again. Gratitude that depends 
on remembering how fragile life is must be cultivated, or it withers. The Lord Jesus is the one 
who keeps that gratitude alive in us as we walk with Him.

Finally, the Babylon warning points forward. The seeds of the exile were sown in a proud man’s 
complacent hour, and the rest of Isaiah will deal with the comfort and redemption God provides 
on the far side of that judgment. The God who hears the weeping and forgives the sins of His 
people is also the God who will not be mocked by pride. He calls us to walk humbly and 
gratefully all our days, holding our treasures loosely and our time as a trust, and in Christ He 
forms exactly that heart in us.

Doctrinal / Christian Living Issues

 Chapters 38 and 39 hang side by side as a mirror: the believer at his best in distress and at 
his worst in prosperity.

 The central warning is pride and self-centered complacency after deliverance; we are often 
more vulnerable after a victory than during the battle.

 Prosperity requires more watchfulness than adversity; the very security God gives can 
become the soil of pride (1 Corinthians 10:12).

 Gratitude rooted in life’s brevity must be cultivated or it withers once danger passes (Luke 
12:21).

 The Babylon warning sets up the rest of Isaiah; God hears and forgives but will not be 
mocked by pride, and in Christ He forms a humble, grateful, watchful heart (Luke 9:23).

Discussion Prompts

 Why are we often more spiritually vulnerable after a victory than during the battle?
 How can you cultivate gratitude so it does not fade once a hard season passes?
 What is one concrete way Jesus is teaching you to guard against pride when life is going 

well?


