
The Book of Isaiah
Lesson 7: The Branch from Jesse and the Highway Home -- Isaiah 11:1–

12:6

Picture a forest after the loggers have gone. The great cedars are down, the proud oaks felled, 
and where a magnificent tree once stood there is now only a stump, gray and silent in the open 
field. That is the picture Isaiah hands us at the opening of chapter 11. The royal house of David, 
the family tree that once towered over Israel, has been cut down to a stump. Judah’s kings have 
failed. The nation is staggering toward exile. And yet, out of that lifeless-looking stump, Isaiah 
sees something the loggers never expected. A shoot. A tender green sprig pushing up out of the 
dead wood. Life where everyone had written off the possibility of life.

That single image carries the whole weight of hope in these two chapters. God is not finished 
with the house of David. From the stump of Jesse, David’s father, a Branch will grow, and on this 
Branch the Spirit of the LORD will rest in fullness. Here is a King unlike any Judah has known. He 
will not judge by what His eyes see or decide by what His ears hear. He will judge the poor with 
righteousness and strike the earth with the breath of His mouth. The New Testament leaves no 
doubt about who this Branch is. Paul quotes Isaiah 11 and applies it directly to Jesus, the root of 
Jesse who rises to rule the nations, in whom the Gentiles hope (Romans 15:12).

Then the vision blossoms into one of the most tender scenes in all of Scripture. The wolf lies 
down with the lamb. The leopard rests beside the young goat. A little child leads them, and a 
nursing infant plays over the hole of a cobra. The earth is full of the knowledge of the LORD as 
the waters cover the sea. This is not a fairy tale about animals. It is a picture of what happens 
when the reign of Christ takes hold of human hearts. Old hostilities die. Predators become 
neighbors. The poison is drawn out. We do not have to wait for some far-off political age to see 
this begin. It begins wherever the gospel turns enemies into brothers and sisters around one 
Lord’s table.

And so chapter 12 puts a song in our mouths. After the judgment, after the long road home, the 
redeemed sing: I will give thanks to You, O LORD, for though You were angry with me, Your 
anger turned away, and You comforted me. With joy you will draw water from the wells of 
salvation. As we walk through these verses together, listen for that water. It is still flowing. The 
wells of salvation are open, and Christ is the Branch who reigns over us even now. Come and 
draw.

Group Discussion: Isaiah pictures the house of David as a stump that looks dead, and then a 
living shoot springs from it. When have you seen God bring fresh life out of a situation that 
everyone, maybe including you, had already written off as finished? What did that teach you 
about how God works?

Personal Reflection: Isaiah 12:3 promises that ‘with joy you will draw water from the wells of 
salvation.’ Be honest with yourself: is there joy in the way you draw from your salvation, or has 



it become a routine you go through without delight? What is one thing that has dimmed that 
joy, and what would it look like to come back to the well thirsty this week?

Read Isaiah 11:1–12:6

Study Questions

1. In Isaiah 11:1–2, the Spirit of the LORD rests on the shoot from the stump of Jesse, giving 
wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, and the fear of the LORD. What does 
this fullness of the Spirit tell us about the qualifications of the King God was sending, and 
how do the Gospels show Jesus fulfilling this (Matthew 3:16–17; John 3:34)?

2. Isaiah 11:3 says the Branch ‘shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what 
his ears hear.’ Where are you tempted to judge people and situations by surface 
appearances, and how would your relationships change if you measured them the way 
Christ does?

3. In Isaiah 11:4, the King judges the poor with righteousness and strikes the earth ‘with the 
rod of his mouth’ and ‘the breath of his lips.’ What does it mean that this King rules and 
conquers by His word rather than by sword and army (compare 2 Thessalonians 2:8; 
Revelation 19:15)?

4. Isaiah 11:5 says righteousness and faithfulness will be the belt around the King’s waist, the 
garment closest to His body. What would it look like for righteousness and faithfulness to be 
that close to you, holding everything else in place, rather than an outer layer you put on for 
worship?



5. The peaceable kingdom of Isaiah 11:6–9 pictures natural enemies living together in peace, 
with the earth ‘full of the knowledge of the LORD.’ Why is the knowledge of the LORD the 
key that unlocks this peace, and how does the gospel actually accomplish this reconciliation 
among people today (Ephesians 2:14–16)?

6. Isaiah describes former predators and prey lying down together. Who is the ‘wolf’ or the 
‘cobra’ in your own life, the person or group you find it hardest to be at peace with? What is 
one concrete step the reign of Christ in your heart would lead you to take toward that 
person?

7. In Isaiah 11:10, ‘the root of Jesse’ stands ‘as a signal for the peoples,’ and the nations inquire 
of Him. Paul quotes this in Romans 15:12 to show the Gentiles being gathered to Christ. 
How does this verse correct the idea that God’s promises were ever meant to stop at the 
borders of one nation?

8. Isaiah 11:11–16 pictures God gathering His scattered people home and removing old 
jealousies between Ephraim and Judah. Where do you still carry an old grudge or rivalry, 
even inside the family of God, that the gospel is calling you to lay down? What makes it hard 
to let go?

9. Read Isaiah 11:1–10 carefully. Trace the whole portrait: the Spirit-anointed Branch, His 
righteous reign, the peaceable kingdom, and the root of Jesse drawing the nations. How do 
these verses describe the spiritual blessings of the gospel age and the reign of Christ over 
His church now, rather than a future earthly political kingdom, and what difference does it 
make to how you live as His subject today (compare Luke 17:20–21; Colossians 1:13)?



10. Isaiah 12 turns judgment into a song of salvation: ‘God is my salvation; I will trust, and will 
not be afraid’ (12:2). Name one specific fear that Christ, your salvation, is teaching you to 
trust Him through right now. What would it look like this week to actually draw water from 
the wells of salvation with joy instead of carrying that fear alone?

Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: Romans 15:8–13, Paul quotes the root of Jesse to show Christ 
gathering the nations into one people of God; Revelation 5:5 and 22:16, Jesus identified as the 
Root and Offspring of David, the Lion who has conquered; John 4:10–14, Jesus offers the living 
water that becomes a spring welling up to eternal life, the wells of salvation made personal
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