The Book of Isaiah

Lesson 2: The Mountain of the Lord and the Day of Reckoning -- Isaiah
2:1-4:6

Have you ever stood at the bottom of a great mountain and felt suddenly small? The peak pulls
your eyes upward whether you want it to or not. There is something in us that lifts toward
height, toward something larger and steadier than ourselves. Isaiah opens this section of his
book with exactly that image, a mountain, but not one made of granite and snow. It is ‘the
mountain of the LORD’s house,’ and Isaiah sees it rising above every other height, with the
nations of the earth streaming toward it like rivers flowing uphill.

It is one of the most hopeful pictures in the Old Testament, and it comes wrapped in a paradox.
Around this glorious vision of the mountain, Isaiah places some of the most sobering words
about human pride you will ever read. In the same breath that he shows us God exalted, he
shows us man brought low. The mountain rises; the proud fall. These two movements, God
lifted up and humanity humbled, run side by side through these three chapters like two strands
of one rope.

Isaiah was speaking to a people drunk on their own prosperity. Judah was full of silver and gold,
horses and chariots, idols and finery (2:7-8). The women paraded their jewelry through the
streets (3:16-23). Everyone was reaching upward in their own way, building their own little
mountains of self-importance. And into that culture of self-exaltation, Isaiah announces a Day,
the Day of the LORD, when every proud thing will be brought down and ‘the LORD alone shall be
exalted’ (2:11, 17).

We are going to climb through these chapters together, and as we do, two questions will keep
returning. First, which mountain are you living for, the one you are building for yourself, or the
mountain of the Lord? And second, when the Day comes that levels every human height, what
will be left standing in your life? Isaiah does not leave us in the rubble. He ends with a Branch, a
beautiful and fruitful Branch, and a cleansed people sheltered under God’s own canopy. There is
hope here, but it is hope on the far side of humility.

Group Discussion: Isaiah 2:2-4 describes nations streaming to ‘the mountain of the LORD’s
house,’ learning His ways, and beating swords into plowshares. As a group, work through who
this mountain is and where this great gathering of the nations is happening. How does the New
Testament show this prophecy being fulfilled in the church and the gospel going out from
Jerusalem (compare Acts 2; Hebrews 12:22-23)?

Personal Reflection: Three times in chapter 2 Isaiah says the proud will be humbled and ‘the
LORD alone shall be exalted in that day’ (2:11, 17). Where in your own heart do you sense pride
quietly competing with God for that place of exaltation, and what would it look like to step
down so that He alone is lifted up?

Read Isaiah 2:1-4:6



Study Questions

1. Read 2:2-3. Isaiah says ‘in the last days’ the mountain of the Lord’s house will be
established and ‘all nations shall flow unto it’ to learn His ways. According to the New
Testament, where and when did this begin to be fulfilled, and why is it important to see this
‘mountain’ as God'’s spiritual kingdom, the church, rather than a future earthly building in
Jerusalem?

2. lsaiah pictures people saying to one another, ‘Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the
LORD’ (2:3). When was the last time you genuinely invited someone else to come and learn
the ways of God with you, and what holds you back from doing that more often?

3. Read 2:4. The Lord ‘shall judge among the nations’ and people will ‘beat their swords into
plowshares.” How does the gospel actually produce this kind of peace among formerly
hostile people, and what does that tell us about the nature of Christ’s kingdom (compare
Ephesians 2:14-16)?

4. lsaiah 2:5 pleads, ‘O house of Jacob, come, and let us walk in the light of the LORD.’ In what
specific area of your life do you most need to start ‘walking in the light’ rather than in your
own shadows, and what is one step toward that this week?

5. Read 2:6-9. Judah was full of silver, gold, horses, chariots, and idols, and ‘they worship the
work of their own hands.” How does material prosperity tend to feed pride and idolatry, and
why is self-made security such a subtle and dangerous form of idol worship?



6.

10.

Read 2:11-12. ‘The lofty looks of man shall be humbled... for the day of the LORD of hosts
shall be upon every one that is proud.’ Where do you catch yourself relying on your own
strength, reputation, or accomplishments rather than on God, and how might He be calling
you to lower those ‘lofty looks’?

Read 2:17-22. Isaiah says people will cast their idols to the moles and bats and hide in the
rocks from the terror of the Lord, and he ends by saying, ‘Cease ye from man, whose breath
is in his nostrils.” What is Isaiah teaching about where we must, and must not, place our
ultimate trust?

Isaiah 3 describes a society where leadership collapses and children oppress their elders
(3:1-12). When you look at the example you are setting for those younger or under your
influence, what kind of legacy are you leaving, and what would you want to change?

Read 4:2-6. After all the judgment, Isaiah promises ‘the Branch of the LORD’ will be
beautiful and glorious, a cleansed Zion sheltered under God's canopy of cloud and fire. How
does this Branch point us to Christ, and how is the cleansed, sheltered Zion fulfilled in the
purified people of God in the church rather than in a restored earthly nation (compare John
15; Revelation 21:3)?

Looking across these three chapters, Isaiah holds up two mountains: the mountain we build
for ourselves out of pride and possessions, and the mountain of the Lord to which the
nations stream. Name one specific way Jesus is calling you to come down off your own
mountain this week and let Him alone be exalted in your life. What is the next concrete step
of surrender He is forming in you?



Digging Deeper

Reflect on these passages: Micah 4:1-3, the nearly identical prophecy of the mountain and the
nations, confirming its kingdom meaning; Acts 2:1-41, the word of the Lord going forth from
Jerusalem as the church begins, the mountain established; Hebrews 12:22-24, believers have
come to Mount Zion, the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem; Ephesians 2:14-16,
Christ makes peace and reconciles former enemies, swords into plowshares; John 15:1-8, Christ
the true vine and Branch in whom His people bear fruit
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