
The Book of Isaiah
Lesson 1: A Rebellious Nation Called to Reason -- Isaiah 1:1–31

Imagine a father sitting at the kitchen table late at night, the house finally quiet, going over 
everything he has poured into the children he loves. He fed them, taught them to walk, carried 
them when they were sick, stayed up worrying when they were out too late. And now those 
same children will barely look at him. They take everything he gives and act as if he is a stranger. 
That ache, that bewildered grief of a parent loved poorly in return, is exactly where the book of 
Isaiah begins. God Himself speaks first, and He sounds less like a distant judge than a 
heartbroken Father: I reared children and brought them up, and they have rebelled against me.

Isaiah ministered in turbulent times. Four kings came and went (1:1), Assyria loomed on the 
horizon, and the southern kingdom of Judah was prosperous on the outside and rotting on the 
inside. The temple was busy. The festivals were crowded. The smoke of sacrifices rose every 
day. By every visible measure, religion was thriving. But God saw what no one else could see, 
and what He saw broke His heart. His people kept the forms of worship while their hands were 
full of injustice, and they could not understand why heaven felt like brass.

This first chapter is sometimes called a covenant lawsuit. God calls heaven and earth to the 
witness stand (1:2) and lays out His case against a people who have forgotten who they are. But 
here is the wonder of it. In the middle of the courtroom, the Judge leans forward and does 
something no human court would do. He offers to settle. Come now, let us reason together, He 
says. Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow (1:18). The lawsuit is real, 
but so is the mercy, and the mercy is the louder voice.

We are going to walk slowly through this chapter together, because what God says to ancient 
Judah He still says to us. It is frighteningly easy to keep the machinery of religion running while 
our hearts drift miles from God. It is just as easy to forget that the same God who sees every 
cold corner of our lives is the God who pleads with us to come home. By the end of this lesson, 
you will not just understand Isaiah 1. You will hear a Father asking you to reason with Him, and 
you will have to decide how you answer.

Group Discussion: God begins not with thunder but with a wounded Father’s voice: ‘I reared 
children and brought them up, and they have rebelled against me’ (1:2). Why do you think God 
opens His case with the language of family and disappointed love rather than raw legal 
accusation, and what does that reveal about how He views our sin against Him?

Personal Reflection: Isaiah describes a people whose worship was busy but whose hearts were 
far away (1:11–15). Where in your own life have you been tempted to substitute religious 
activity for real, surrendered obedience, and what would it look like this week to close that gap?

Read Isaiah 1:1–31

Study Questions



1. Read 1:2–3. God says even the ox and the donkey know their owner, but His people ‘do not 
understand.’ What does this comparison teach us about the nature of sin as a failure to 
know and acknowledge God, and why is willful spiritual ignorance treated as such a serious 
offense?

2. Isaiah pictures Judah as a body ‘full of wounds and bruises and putrefying sores’ (1:6). When 
you honestly survey your own spiritual condition, what ‘sores’ have you been tempted to 
bandage over rather than bring to God for real healing?

3. Read 1:11–15. God says He is ‘full’ of their sacrifices and that their feasts have become a 
burden to Him. How can acts of worship that God Himself once commanded become 
offensive to Him, and what does this teach us about the relationship between outward 
worship and the heart behind it?

4. Verse 15 says God hides His eyes and will not hear their prayers because ‘your hands are full 
of blood.’ Is there anything in your own life right now that you sense is putting distance 
between your prayers and God, and what is He asking you to do about it?

5. Read 1:16–17. God lists specific commands: wash, cease to do evil, learn to do good, seek 
justice, defend the fatherless, plead for the widow. What does this list reveal about what 
genuine repentance actually looks like, and why is true religion always shown in how we 
treat the vulnerable (compare James 1:27)?



6. Of the commands in 1:16–17, which one lands closest to home for you, and what is one 
concrete step you could take this week to ‘learn to do good’ in that specific area?

7. Read 1:18. God says, ‘Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.’ What 
does this verse reveal about God’s heart toward sinners who will turn to Him, and how does 
it hold together both the seriousness of sin and the depth of His mercy?

8. Think of a sin or failure from your past that still feels ‘scarlet’ to you. How does the promise 
that God can make it ‘white as snow’ change the way you carry that memory?

9. Read 1:18–20 carefully. God offers cleansing, but He frames it as a choice: ‘If you are willing 
and obedient... but if you refuse and rebel.’ How does this passage point us toward the 
cleansing God ultimately provides in Christ, and why is it important to see that forgiveness, 
both then and now, is offered freely yet received only through a willing, obedient response 
rather than mere words or feelings?

10. Looking back over the whole chapter, God moves from lawsuit to invitation, from ‘wounds 
and bruises’ to ‘white as snow.’ Name one specific way this passage is calling you to stop 
bandaging your own sores and instead let Jesus do the real cleansing only He can do. What 
is the very next step of ‘willing and obedient’ response He is asking of you?

Digging Deeper



Reflect on these passages: Ezekiel 18:20, each person bears the guilt of his own sin, not 
inherited guilt, which frames Judah’s accountability; Micah 6:6–8, the same contrast between 
empty sacrifice and doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly; Psalm 51:7, David begs to 
be washed whiter than snow, the personal echo of Isaiah 1:18; James 1:27, pure religion defined 
as caring for orphans and widows, the New Testament shape of 1:17; Acts 2:38, the willing, 
obedient response that brings cleansing in the gospel age
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